November 16, 1983

Dear Friends:

No doubt the fact that the first point on the REB agenda
ig "Finances: Facts and Needs" has already brought to your attention
that we have met a rather critical situation, Indeed, please read
right here the presentation that was made to the REB -~ and schedule
a_serious discussion of that plus the REB discussion around it. Note
also, for example, that I myself did not give a report on my quite
lengthy Lead-Editorlal on Grenasda, because I felt that it is of the
essence never to aseparate philosophy from rew lutionary finances
and therefore immediately called attention to the fact that the is-
sue of the paver can be uged very advantageously with the anti-nuke
movement in order to seek contributlons from that force.

T liere is the title and the sub-headings of that Lead.
whlch eVen in such an abbreviated '‘form will show you that not only
is this'article a unique Marxist~Humanist analysis, different from
all other articleson Grenada which have appeared, but that it relates
girectly both to the Black .dimension and to the question of War and
eace:

epgan's T 1 I d Gon uest of Grenada

THE THREE-WAY DRIVE 70 .WAR: GRENADA, ENDLESS MILITARIZATION.
RETROGRESSION ON BLACK RIGHTS

" The Lies Begin
The ILies Multlply n

The ‘Reagan Style .of fhe Brezhnev Doctrine
Reveals its Arti-Black Niture

Ramiflcationen Revolutionary Perepectlves VS Glohal War

N
.,

Thls ieeue of N&L will have a real scoop -- an Ln-pereon
report of the last day of the Grenddaian Revolution and the first
day of its counter-revolution. WWhen Eugene 'was inWindsomw, he had
a chance to interview a Canadian health-care worker wno had been in
Grenada that fateful week, This Iinterview will be featured as the
3rd article-page one., The isgsue will have many other features that,
preclsely because the objective situation is so filled with Reagan's

~ retrogressiohiam and people are so ankious to oppose it, w111 prove
the need ‘o keep N&L alive, ™ -;r-~ _ _

There is another feature I'd 1like to call to your at-
tentzon. even though it may appear in the paper only as an RV, When
I first heard of it I actually thought I would oppose it, But on
second’ re-reading of the report Dale sent on the Rocky Flats demou~,
‘stration in Colorado, I realized how very unique is a proletarian's
attitude, Here is what I mean: Dale was disappointed even on the
aspect we all thought was so great -- the human chalns surrounding
nuclear facilitiea. I still do not agree with such an extreme ex-
pregsion as likening that te "cro ontrol", but listen: “What bet-
ter form of orowd control is ther spread the participants thinly
over miles and miles of highway?' In my defense, I want to call to
your attention that the firet time I was impressed with the revolu-
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tionary dimension of a human chain was 1960 when the Japenese youth
.-..had their snake-dances and Kept .Eisenhower from coming to Japan.
. Moreover, .the fact that by holding hands you are more than:a single
individual definitely holds the cops at bay because they know what
- they are dealing with, - Nevertheless, I was so impressed with Dalds
attitude that it sent me back o thinking of Denby and what it means
to have a ‘worker-editor, who always brings in to.the paper. something
., that comes naturally to a worker, but not to an.intellectual. :
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ct I assume that Sheila hag sent copies of her letter to
dll the locals, in which she.describes the.content of the latest
issue of E&A. This is another digtinguishing characteristic of-
N&L, particularly at this period, There is hardly a single place
on-my tour where an Iranian wasn't present in the audience, and we
must really use our deep relationship with:the Iranian Revolution
.in-every one of our ggtivitigs, including the contacting.for: finan-
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‘ Now that I have completed the Lead on Crenada, I will be
able finally to get to the ¥PL, However, I waas rather surprised to
get the feeling that :some comrldés think.that only when the PPL-is
completed will they have the full analysis, First of all, I never
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separdte philosophy from: description, and there is plenty of analy-
sis in the Lead, :includin; ‘the fact-that it is absolutely impossible
to have any activity against American capitalism and all its imperi-
alistic outreaches without making sure that our readers.know we are
not only ggaipngt what is, but that we have a philosophy. of revolu~
tion that shows what we are for., JBhat I couldn't deal with was
the precise idenlogigal debates.within the Grenadian revolution
that, directly or indirectly.following Stalinism, have so degen-
erated the "battle of ideas" that disagreements are resolved by
shooting/ ' And ginhce that Has bedome”a Teatire of the: Movement
ever since the rise of Stalinism, I mean to take it up not just as

. it -.developed. in Grenada but a8 it Ls expressed in all the worst of
the counter~revolutions within. theyrevolution, inclpding Khomeini.

. and Pol Paty; It is this wiiceh I 'will try. to find:-time to:develop
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vam  iou s Andy has turned i{n his.manuscript, for the pamphiet on
- Tvihe Jiners General Strike of .194%-50, -Unfortunately, -I have had
.80 .many deadlines that I will not be in a- position.to.write my ‘es-
say until after the PPL has been completed.’ And meanwhile, .as-you
saw from the REB minutes, we are so short of money that there is
no way.to get-it eff during the Marx centenary year, as we had hopad.
o e gt S R S RS RS I I s
. . .Fidally, N&L will carry an adveptisement that-will urge
~the readers to take advantage of the holiday season to get.the ..
. trilog{.ogprevolution”for;only $25. This, too,.you'can disouss.in
~your vigiting with.the Appeal, S IR T
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P.S. (Jan, 7, 1984) -~ After I completed this Politiocal-Philosophic
Letter on Grenada on Nov., 28, 1983, new material came out in the

Laft press which revesled that October 1582, as the dete of the Central
Cormittoe meeting ¥o which I referred in footnote 1, wag, indeed, the
correct dete. This had been thoroughly ibeonceivable to re, since it
meant that 4% had not besn & matter of a few days, or even & menths,
betwean the events of October 1983 and the time when the Centrel
Committee of the New Jewel Movement had first broached the question

of what they called "the wuslity of leadership” -- at a meoating which
had included both & criticism of Bishop and the resignation Yty Coard

of one of the top positione he hed held. Rather, it meant that during
the sntire year from October 1982 to Ootober 1983 nobody outside of
the Centrel Committee knew snything about the deep divisions within

it, Worat of all -- becanze it is so lacking both in any philosophy
of revolution and in any discussion of the direction the actual revo-
lution was taking == was the redustion of both of those questions to
the quewtion of whieh specific leader was to be chairman, all the while
both Bishop and Coard never stopped praising each other during the
neeting, ‘ : .




