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6-;\".-1'HE DETROIT NEWS—Friduy, Oct. 14, 1963 &

‘Obituaries

Simon P. Owens
Eabor, civil rights militant

.:Longtime Detroit labor militant, civil rights
qtiigist and suthor Simon Peter Owens is dead
ags0.

*Mr. Owens was a leader of early efforts by the
UAW to organize the.Briggs Manufacturing Co.
atd Chrysler Corp, He participated in the
Mdntgomery, Ala., bus baycott of the mid-1950s
ard helged persuade the UAW to co-sponsor a
1683 Detroit visit by Dz Martin Luther King Jr.
tht resulted in a parade of thousands of march-
ars down Woodward to Cobo Hall for & civil
righta raily. . .

‘He also wrote an autobiographical -book,
Indignant Heart, in 1952 under the name of
Clmrles Denby about a black worker's life in the
Dettoit auto plants. .

+ Mt Owens, who died Monday, is survived by
hix wife, Effie; three sons, Simon Jr., Henry and
Sknt; and seven grandchildren, Services
held at 1 p.m, Saturday in the Greater St. Ste-
phipn Missionary Baptist Church, Detrolt.
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him speak. [ was lopking for a worker to be the editor
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Survivorainclude his.wife, Effio; three sons, Simdn
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. Services will.be’ Saturday at the Greater St.
~Stephen Missionary Baptist Church, 3952 Dickerson
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TS G LET S
' 2832 East Grand Boulavard © Deiroit, Michigan 48211 © Phone; 873-8969,

Oct. 17, 1583
Dear Friends:

On Saturday the family hald the funeenl Ffor Simon. There were 300

in attendance, including all the membeors of Nows and Letters Committees
in Michigan. The family had asked Raya (o o Lae one Go say a [ow words
about Simon “"as a friend", whicn she did in a most moving and profound way, |
never leaving Si's life and illuminating each of the forces of revolution.
‘ ;R§ya;s words are enclLosed as she spoke them.
. Last night the Detroit local met tq hear Eugene's preéén;ation on .
Pé##peétives. Raya becane the special chairwoman for the evening, and l
L9£:;é£¢d as secretary. We felt that the minutes waere so important thaﬁ
~L§§;Wiil be sending them out to you today.

'HTBnight the REB will hear Andy's presentation on his dratt of tﬁefjﬁ*

51?45;50 miners' strike pamphleé, and Raya's outline of the,K appendix tdy

¢

iggfﬂéuére'of course wanting to hear your thoughts at this time, in lécﬁl“

s;'in articles for N&lL, in letters.

[
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When § Must SLeave QYou

Uhen 9 must eave gyou for a lietle while.

“Please do not grieve and shed wild tears,

And bug youx somows to you through the yeans.
But start out bravely with a gallant smile:

‘And fox my sake and in my name.
SPive on and do all things the same.

TFeed not your loneliness on empty ways,
Reach out your hand in comfort and tn cheen,

And. 9 tn turn will comfort you and hold you nean:
And never, nevex be afratd to die,

TFor G am walting for you tn the sky.

The Obituony

© " The late Mx. Qtmon Gwens. G son of the late Mr. Wikliam Owers and Patty Owens. wos

*....- bown in SPowndes County. Alabama on August 25.1906. He confessed a belief tn Chaist at an

% - early age. and jomed the Mount Lilly Baptist Church. TThere, he served fatthfully until he went to
- Montgomery. Alabama. o

o He moved to>Detiott. Mickigan 1 1941, whexe he was employed at Chaysler Motor -
" Company. THe retixed tn 1973, after thaty yoars of emplogment. He was very acttve tn the
" QUACW ond o good enton member, e aleo senved as president of the SPowndes County Chuistian.
~ Movement for THhuman Rughts as well as editon of News and Setters. Hewas very concotned
" about FHuman Rughts and worked very hand at it duxtng the period of the Cuvil Rights Movement, ,
“He worked on the Vator Dogtatration Divwe bov QCuoll Rugkts iz owarlss Coualyj. Tre depanied - 77 - 5
- this e on October 10, 1983 gl FHarper-Grace Hospttal in Debrott, Michigan.
- e feaves o moirn, a devoted wife. Sffie Owens. thice sons; Som Owens, Honsy Owens ord
i Gimon Ouwens. Jr.. all of Debiott, Micktgan, a bedoved stster, Marg Francis Ouers of -
. Hagreuttle. Alabama. a host of granchildrer. meces. nephows, daughters-tn-Cow, brothete-in-law, -
“ . sstos-in-fow. and a mase of other aelatives and fatends.
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Kindness Duning SLife

9 would rather have one Qutle rose
rom the Ganden of a TFriend,
Thon to have the chotcest flowens

QWhen my Story on Sarth must end.

9 would rather have a pleasant word
On bindness said to me.
Than flattery when my heart is stidf
And Ufe has ceased to be.

The Order Of 5

~ Organ Prelude

Processional

Qe@eetu’m vevaeeaenes Chote
 Qenipture . Rev. Laxry Robinson
: Prayer . ‘ . Rev. Larny Robingon
Selection _ N

Remanks e SAsa Friend
_ ' Raga Dunayevskaya

Ackowledgement ©f Carde. Telegrame
And Obituory . ... .ovo.e... et seiata ey
Ol

Recessional
Ongan Postlude




Pallbeaxers
Richard Grlliam Hoste Mautphy
Qu/illie Cone Mack <Pover
Michael Flug ‘  Chrank Prerce

Reserved Pallbearers
Bragd Webb Willie White
Julus Gilliam

TFlower Beoners
Fniends of the Family

Ontexment

QWoodlawn Cemetery
19975 Qoodward

Detroit, Mtchigan
Ackenowledgement

‘Jﬁe kmlﬂg of the late Stmon ©wens. Sr. wishes to express thetr sincere appreciation
ﬂon ol acte of kindness shown durtng out bexeavement. May God bless each of you.

Auangements Ontrusted To

Swangon Funeral THome
806 £. Grand Bouleverd
Detroit. Aichigan
(319) 922-1122

Alorthstar Communicaltons {313) 962-7070
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‘Nov. 7, 1983

v PR ¥ PN oA
Ta all Neiws and Letters Comiittees, :British Marxist-Humanists, and
'“hénﬂfffiendsﬂéf Charles D&nby . ' ST

Dear Frieﬁds:--

Yeapérday we held "Indignant Heart: A Memorial Meeting for
Charles Dénby". The room we had rented was filled to overflowing as
100 came out, and we had to set up extra chairs in the foyer.. The
pize of the audience, and tha multi-dimensionality of the partiipa-
tion left:a deep impression on all of us aven before a single.word
was said. Bvery chapter in Denby's life was represented in that room,
from Alabama struggles over 50 years and more, through Denby's three
decades in the shops,’ as well as the many university classes he ad-
dressed, to the political tendencies he had~an impact on, even those
who are today vaery far from Marxist-Humanism. And there was ourselves,
‘comrades’ of Denby's from Califorhia and Chicago and New. York who
travelled to the meeting, and all of us from:Detroit, Flint and.Ann
Arbor. Over half the audience was Black, and far from:the majority
being of Denby's generation,his impact’ pniyouth was-evident from
the many who came. : e et : .

. As each person entered the hall they found the
_mpqt magnificent exhibition of Denby's life-story in the displays
created for the meétihg., Michael P's - photographic work was:-g0
beautiful, and so fully did it re-create Denby's life from 1939 in
Montgomery to a portrait of Denby and Effie at the meeting -exactly
.® Year ago, when we aslebrated the publication of Rosa . Luxemburg,
Zlomen's Libdration -and Marx's'Philosophy: of Revolutibn, that many
“stayed afteér’ the meéting to study the’ displays.' One labor history
professor who had taught Indignant Heart in his clagses was:nevexr-
‘theless ‘surprised By the exhibition, daying -that he didn't know there
was 80 inich behind IHBWI, and how taken he was with what it showed
of our organization. There Wwire reviews of IHBYJ, and .letters: to
Denby from its readexrs; there were leaflets from shop struggles at
Chrysler Mack and £rém civil rights-.protests in Alabama-and Detroit.
There were selections from Denby's"Worker's Journal' columns and;from
"oikers Battle Automation". And there was the international dimension
F-:the letters and reviews from Britain and :Germany, the Caribbean
and Africa, All of those whosé isWor of “the Heart crested the:displays
- Méke earn, Jim Mills, Mary'J¢'Grey; Eugene Walkers- deserve the
most %P ¥ et thanks. The éxhibition 'will accompany John Alan to
his meetings in Cali'fornia, and Tou Turner when he’ speaks in New York,
and we mady offer it to the Afro-Ameri¢an Museum here for a' .special
showing. o , : i e : . g
' All "this was ‘yet prologue to the.program-itself. A copy of
the brochurd' is enclosed; and by i{tself gives.an'indication. of the
unique kind ‘of meeting it Wwas. Buf it was a special privilege to be
theéfe to hear and see it as it unfolded. It was the “farthest thing
froi dnything funereal. The rdom:was alive with Denby's presence; and
the presence of the whole histéry of Marxist-Humanism,.in the remem-
brances 'and the misic, in the readings from IHBWS and-in Raya‘'s clos-
ing presentation on "Charles Denby-- "Jorker-Editor, Marxist~Humanist",
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page 2

Ja heard of his experiences in the shons from John Miller and
John Bryant, from Hank “Jilson and from Andy Phillips, each.with
their own remembrances to tell. §0 vivid were they that it almost
felt like an editing session for the next issue of News & Letters,
88 we heard about Denby taking the floor in a contract fight with.
Irv Bluestone, leading a walkout against smoke in the shop, creating
a rank-and-file paper~- the ftinger-- and smuggling it into the plant.
They spoke of his impact on the newest workers, lB8-year-olds facing
production for the first time. And when John Miller, with his.own.
32 years at Chrysler, told of how. discussions with Denby on_ the shops
always ended up viewing civil rights, women's rights, the,whole of
gsociety with his "philosophy of 1iberation“, a murmur of recognltlon
swept the room,

InterwoVen with the remembrances were the readings
from IABWI, beginning with "I was born in Alabama..." and ending.with
Denby's last paragraph on his "life story as part of the worldwide
struggle for freedom", In fact, so beautifully d4id.the readings con-
nect with the remehlbrances that it was often hard1tq tell where one
stopped and the other began. /e: heard Rosa Parks- tell- of her meet;ngs
with Denby about the Montgomery Bus Boycott, and of reading how he

re-told the story in IHBWJ. And then suddenly Denby's words came £from
Indignant Heart sneaklﬁg of hlﬂ journey to Alabama in 1956

A R T -, ispw-. There were

also the messages, from those who could:.not. attend from Gwen Patton
in Alsbama, from Genora-Johnson Dollinger, - from Harry McShane and
from Felix Martin. You.félt: the: world dimension -of labor. From Britain )
we ‘heard also fron. the. youny .London Marxlst-Humaniete, as well as

from a young Black Briﬁieh’weman who had .written. to Denby about IHBWJ,
ahd from Germany came @ message from those who “hag been anspired by

the German editlon.’ 5
' .But nowhere was the 1nternat10na1 dimension of

'Denby's 11fe better expressed than when we heard the. passage £rom.
IHBWJ ort Steve Biko and the: two-way road between Africa and America,
~followed by Sandra Hines'. .wonderful performance of ."Biko". Her- voice
£filled the room, and thes. wonds. ahnwed how - ineenarable were-Capetown
and Jilmington, North Carolxna.‘---m. N RN
e : . :A8rwas flttlng, the, pxogram was per—

meated also with the battlefof ideae, ‘whether that was John,Alan con-
trasting Penby's autobiography-and vision.to Nkrumah'a& .or Black

- labor historian Richard, Thomas' demonstrating -how powerfuLly THBWT
destroyed the standard formulatidns-of both Black history and labor
history as taught in. the universiity. "Je listened tp Diane .Lee argu-
ing with those intellectuals who don't understand the difference
between Part I and Part IXI of IHBYJ, because they don't underetand

" Individual/Universal; they don't see that.in Chapter -l there is an
"individual born in Lowndes . .County,.in a particular place -and time,
.and by the last chapter that individual has fully, expreseed the world
universal of freedom.. And we-heard Lou,Turner.speak of.Denby as ed- )
itor, as journalist, who expressed the continuity..of. freedom's Idea
‘80 fully that you saw the link back to Frederick -Douglags, who in-
sisted on. sub~titling his Narrative, "as written by himsqlf".
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After Lou spoke, came Denby's own contribution to the battle of
ideas-~ his last statement to the Constitutional Convention. It was
as well a perfect way to introduce the 35-year-long, deep, philcosophic
relationship between Denby and Rava.,

Raya's presentation, "Charles
Denby~- Yorker-Editor, Marxist-Humanist", traced hexr relationship to
Denby, and the relationship of worker to the fullness of a philosophy
of freedom. All the speakers, and the audience, she said, proved that
Denby's legacy does live on in us. And in a short space of time, it
was shown philosophically as well, as Raya traced the history she
has developed in the November N&L, copies of which were in each one's
hands. The story of how Denby came to be editor of N&L moved from
Raya's first meeting with him through his writing of the first part
of IHBNF to the discussions on Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks and -the
events following the death of Stalin, when Raya's discussions with
Denby became a partv of her essay, "Then and Now". It was at this
point that Raya, in speaking of the new in the world at the birth
of News and Letters Committees, with the struggles against automation,
and the East European revolts, spoke directly to Rosa Parks on the
Montgomery Bus Bovcott and its place in the "Automation and - -the New
Humanism" chapter that concludes Marxism and Freedom. Ms. Parks was
fascinated, she said, by the way Raya presented it, and asked to
read a copy of M&F. '

The role of women in the freedom movement was
underlined also when Raya spoke both of Effie's authoring two chapters
in IHBW, and of Denby's interest in women students at Alabama State
who were sitting-in and defying cops and their own administrators.
And by the time we reached the end of the 1960s, we returned to phil-
osophy when Raya presented the first draft of part of Philosophy and
Revolution to the "Black/Red Conference", where Denby spoke of Hegel's
guotation on how the"goods of the Here and Now"upset all the "house-
hold arrangements in the house of faith", '

Denby and the "trilogy of
revolution" was what all of us were feeling by the time Raya conclu-
ded with his last letter to her on Marx and the Black World as he
had seen it in Rosa_ Luxemburg, Vomen's Liberation and Marx's Philos-
-ophy of Revolution, and as he wanted it expressed in the new edition
of ACOT, I, for one, was glad that quite a few of those who go around
saying that Denby's life stopped with the 1952 edition of IH were
there to hear the story of how profound had been the unfoldment of
his writing and activity over the last three decades, as editor of
N&L. No one could miss that to fully carry on Denby's legacy means
to live this "trilogy of revolution" which he labored so long to
help create.

After Raya spoke, we all linked hands and sang "Ve Shall

Overcome",

Yours, .
hike




A Memonial Meeting hononrding

. SIMON PETER OWENS

L Whaitw

(CHARLES DENBY)

wilf be held on Sunday, November 6, ai
3:30 pom. at the Unitanrian Chunrch
4605 Cass at Foresi, Detnodit, Michigan

You are nespectfully invited to attend .
News 6 Letterns




INDIGNANT HEART

A memorial meeting for Charles Denby (Simon Owens)

Editor of News & Letters, 1955-1983
Author of Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal

. twhether his voice cheered the starving Hindoo cmshed
beneath British selfishness, or Hungary battling .against E'--;.-‘ L
treason and the Czar; whether he pleaded ‘at.home for * !
bread and the ballot, or held up with his sympathy the .
ever-hopeful enthusiasm of Ireland, — every true word:spo-
ken for suffering man, is so much done for the: Negro R Py
bending beneath the weight df American: bondage. Itis said ~." ..
that the earthquake of Lisbon tossed the sea in billows on
the coast of Cuba; so no Indignant Heart is beatmg any-
where whose pulses are not felt on the walls of our: Amen-

can bastille”
: —Weudel] Phillips, November m 1850

Sunday Unitarian Church
November 6, 1983 Detroit
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Charles Denby, 1907-1983

“I consider my story as part of the worldwide struggle for
freedom. As a Black from South US.A, and a Black auto-
production worker in Detroit, my experience has proved to
me that history is the record of the fight of all oppressed
people in everything they have thought and done to try to
get human freedom in this world. I'm looking forward to
that new world, and I firmly believe it is within reach,
because so many others all over the world are reaching so
hard with me.”




MEMORIAL MEETING FOR CHARLES DENBY

Chainpersons
0Lga Domanski, Lou Turnen

Remembrances
John Afan John Millen Richand Thomas
Rosa Panrhs John Bryant Hank Witason
Andy Phillips Julius GiLeiam Lou Turner
Diana lee

Selections from
Indignant Heant: A Black Workex's Jounnal
Kevin Andernson Angefa Ternrano Steve Fletchen
Mark Jones Mariam C. Drhew Bob McGu.ine
Rickie Rae Robent Elleny Ray McKay
Susan Van Gelden Tommie Hope Anne Jacland
Terny Moon Suzanne Casey  Mary Simpson

"CHARLES DENBY~--WORKER-EDI1TOR, MARX1ST-HUMANIST”
Rava DUNAYEVSKAYA

Chanles Denby's Last Statement to the
News,K and Leftens Constitutional Convention
Michael Conggzty
Music
Leadbelly
Sweet Honey in the Rock
Pauf Robeson
Songs faom the CLvil Rights Movemen
Beethoven
Sandra Hines, solodist

Preparation of photogrnaphs, displays, program
Michael Peann Jim MiZLa
Mary Jo Grey Neda Azad
Eugene Wafken
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