1946 Parb, Ig, Frank, Billie Simon “colonize” after WP Convention
July 1947 JFT 1leaves WP (Andy meets Billie Simon in fauceip factory)

INTERIM PERIOD: KD to Paris for FI Conference; Camerounian + diepute on Jsrael
J2 bulletins; Aug. 20 Balance Sheet; Sept. WRP & RQ

Sept. 147 JFT enters SWP
1548  DIRJ's Notes en Dislectic

Spring 1948 Andy joins JFI/SWP and enters minesi so does Red Massey

Rov, 1948 ~-mine explision
Harch 1949 w= Andy out of hcspital and back to mines

eb, 18, 19!&9 RD sends tﬂnshtim of VIL Notes on Doetrino of Being to CILRJ

Feb. 25. 1949 mD " Essence
March 12, 1949 RD concludes Fhil, Notoboolcs translation and shocks CIRJ

on VIL vs. CIRJ re Notien
... (May 1%, 1949 = RD letter to Ruth on Woman and Socialism)

June 10. 19'&9 ‘CIRJ first responds but d!.nugroos on "the" point
!ﬁnors' Strike bog!.nc (mds ‘March, 1950)

May. 'llv..': 19'&9 - s.pt. 4, 19"-9 = J-nay correspndence, these are not listod sopiutoly
. in new Guide, but wers so Hstod on_pp 18-20 :!n
_ 1978 Gdide.) s
SGM {includes philosophy, 'l:mt ,rt e Ccntrli!iotim)

RD ¥ilitant article on Pittsturgh phone strike

IH pubuahod
RD letters on AX
Convention




A NEW STAGE FOR OUR ORGANIZATION e
' \ | [/

rmum; Revolution o eavor -- 6/30/61

e //I,f thero is anything I learned from Lenin it is ‘:ha.t yom o

& now otage unless you realize it oonsciously; above all, unless you consoiously
realize that it didn't come about as a gradunl evolution of gverything that hd\
uw %o to :lt, but: as the lea.p from it.

A l‘ani.n has given us an emnple of it in h:ls pnalyaia of Monopoly.

For twenty five years everybody vmg speaking about monopoly, concentration,

" large-scale production, and nobody waa getting anywhere because they had not
seen that they had readhed a new stage in reaching monopoly. ‘Hot only was no.
one getting anywhere, but everyone was going in entirely different directions,

- We had Luxemburg who said that i1f would all zcllapse afier capitalism indus-

trislized the agricultural countries. ¥e had Hilferding saying we would be

faced with a certain atability in sapitalist development, or at least & umi

of industrialization and Zinance capitalism, and all the workers would have

do would be "to take over". We had the Lenin of pre-1515 it was large-scale’

production, and it was something elew too. But nobody, nobody knew what it . . .

Vta.a. what new stage had been reached, That is why the colla.pga of the Secomd '

was 850 meu:pected. a0 ahook.’mg. ' ' = Wil

: . %o Lenin monopoly first hegan to mean smnething :l.n 1915-18, It uu-'
~ then that he began to-shout MONOPOLY,. MONCPOLY, MONQPOLY, everything flows ‘fro
thats . -Unlesa we make that new rela.'b:lre stage into an absolute, and: spea.k: uo‘b

. of the olass struggle .in general, but of this specifio stage of the class
‘gtruggle in this newatage of oapi.taliem, we will get nowhere. And indeed fron

- the minute that he made monopoly intd a new stage, ‘he had all the great deves
‘lopments in his own thinking, from Self-Determination to "Turn the Imperial!.st
’mu' :!.nto a Civil Trar" to Sta.te and Revolut:l.on. )

. e ---na-r-umwﬁm._ T
AT A e ‘“"ﬂwm!‘ .

. IhcraforrI aay must Tirat of a11 raa.l:lze whnt iz the mrtie ‘
now’ uhge we bave weached../ The stage we are feoing now is not only new, but.-
4g & tremendous leap from the old. It is a tremendous leap it only in’ rehti
£0 oul previous development, but a tremendous leep from ons Yundred years of .. /.
ﬁm%ﬁmuﬂm In one hundred yea.ra of ¥arxism ﬂ_mt compares with:

- o . o g T "-M,.,.,,,...._,-.mrw-‘.

)eu have seen that before. d q 1 NE¥oTution as beinga
dress rehearsal for 1917. @ubithat was after the event, . Abd when 1917 eame,
. Lendn Pirst had to threaten his own party that he would go to the sailors
'boomsc they didn't understand revolution was on the order of the.day. They .
" had to make the revolution. They had no ohance to praotiea. But we ere hn.v:h__:;
& chanoo 'bo practine. , _ :

3 . New let me explain this further. In a ocertain sense it aem tht
- 'Wo_are ;oing baciward to an internal life because in November we said we- m:.
' go!ng to he.ve 8 paper; e were going to have §$20,000, and we are go'.lng to fao

U Py T WIS YOV L TR Y. W LT v o

’ 'ww pro.l..uu’mu uu'ﬂv‘;- -v “swumdsd. au-vauw.y VMM L & WA -
are going to carry on a correspondenceJsn't that fantastio? Baven't we I.J.:I,
-\eorresponded for about ten years already, and yet, it is highor than ‘bhl ]

{ e aré getting« paper in wﬁioh evorythins rml
W t---‘—-"-7'(’-'---m'“."""‘-‘---.._,__,— -"""--—-—-u et .
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svarything is what wa, with all tiat we knew about it, are writing a‘bout it &
and experiemcing with it and yet doh't show it to the roletariat, wo show it e
to ourselves. Ve are having a ohance %o nctioe. : “;;’\p/ ~~ th? practice Y
consists in the fact that we are getting a comp etely dotive Iaa.ders!ip
srd we are having a chanoe to practise at it. And the completely collective
leadership is achieved not only orgsnizaticnally, in the s mo—q%eoenm-‘
Maition, But that each Tocslity, ih desentralizing, havd theoretid) responsi=-
‘bill for otfis or another aapeot of it.: 'And finelly we ara going to do a

h-Evans being absent, as far away as possible from us, end with overy-
‘body hopmt even corresponding with him,

B - A 34 T
LA ) t l"!‘;'i. l':-"..-f-":.‘ "-‘., ‘ T. _.= ' , Tk, ‘_ 5 =0
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Now when you face this situation, you have to be both sbstract und
oonsrete, Now I know I'm alvays being ocriticized for going baock to 1848, but {{ /
aftsyr all that is the beginning of Solentifio Communisp, of Revolutionary -
Marxism and it would be wrong 6mly if we went back to it in order to show ¢thet
we Inow higtory: 1In 1848, the Communist Manifesto; in 1871, the Paris COnmuntt
in 1917, the Russien Revoluticn, &= a resitation of facts. But 1t isnt hige. -
torical ehd len't aresitation of ‘fantss It's(Wbafilenin sedd,” "recell” in 1673 -
meRnS msa” in 1517. In 1871 Marx wrote: "And it is well kmown that oca=

es 1iks inditiduais in motters of real business geterally imow how to put :
the right pan at the right place, snd if they for onoe make a mistake, to. .
redress it prauptly. On ‘the othar lumd nothi.ng oould be more foreign to the :

{
it

'&:":, R

Il

It means tbnt he had said thn:t: we are never mhg to have Elhnont
we'ro going to have & working hody, & working clasa governhent, Wo'rc tiot.
going to bave "represeniatives", If it's the proletariat "to a men] what k:lnd
- of representatives do you heve? It's not only laok of hierachic investures,. you'
have somethinig ent.t-e 'nerw; the Commume, So that when you go baok. to that kind
of history, going Back to 1871 setually means seeing the new ntage.. You lud-,
dpnly beg:ln seeing things, 1871 meens 'bhis 'in 1917, . - R

- Now thereis aomth:lng elae :I.n 1917 that was never 4n 1871, And you
u.y, now throw everything out that you have learned before; you sre facing e N -
new dialectio., That's what Lenin said on state capitslism., VWhat is.this 'hnh L
nondouse on what we have learned on state oapitalism before? You have never . -
in your life seen State Capitalism and what you have learned either pmttctily "

. Now I have often sald to Evanu that a n pereent of the one h\n-". ""
perce I n_him and me/consists of my gottin;
| - ; : m-d

that Y say; this guy must be really nuts or an anarchis
somethings After all he was an intellectual before ho oame -
leader alrsady. And then for the ninmety percent after I get over the mdmu.
I say; well, look here, if he did it end I £ind absolutely no precedent in°
300 years of Marxism and if it is true that he represents something cntmly
‘new, thaf this is & new stage in Marxism, Thore must be & DOW diaigotioe 14T -
methrow everything over Wg Y have learned before and find out what in the hell
* 48 making him aot o, Ard every time when I foundoht, Ihavi lad to.tirew nerrbm:‘
overboard for what had happensd is that we reached a new shs waile -I was gtid:
An the old.. I did f4ind precedents in Larxiat history, ore I become - .V
: .uhrh-a.et sgain, let me ‘say that, elthough I un & beck to 1843. w uonolualon :




w333 dea} with today and be very concrete, Lot me atate the end fm t}n M
The conorete is; lot Evans go avay. I'n moving that he go awmay at least for "
period of two op three months, during which we want tq have o.bsolutely nothing-
to ¢o with him. 7That 4= the sonorete. }

. The Inatinck 6f The Leader

And now let ﬁ:e return to the abstract.: We uased to say tha.t M
~had 0 many fights because all tendencies made their sppearance in 1848. It.
was: 2 new stage in human development and while the proletariat appmed he- was

‘not separated off from the bourgeoisie nor the pettyrbourgeois They were all
breaking from absolutism. 8c that the common in that figh uah from otherm
An moveme!

eyea than Marx's as to the g.%%ereggo o_Withill t18 Prolstayria TR AN
_wHy the Proudhons, the, Bakunin® and the lasaalles funptioned in one movmant :
with karxe And not only that, they fouzht him not on the btasis on which they .’

of fighting the "bureauFatiom of the General Council”, thit is Merx's leader= "
ship of the First International. And don't think they didn't. rally paopla ]
. X-that platform, Fighting bureauoratism is always popular, while 2 B
@}f the diatinotly proletarien teundenoy is not so easy %o detect.
by’ the mamnt"‘ln saneral" but even in thd qlosest oiroles.

- Haw lot me. tan you aomething else. - There 'is ho amh 'bhing e lhrx
- and Engel#, Lenin snd Trotsky and, if I may be permitted, Evens and Weaver,
M'ro As only Marx, there is only.lenin, -thore is only Evana. The only th:lng
. you.ckn gay about Engéls, Trotaky and Veaver ia that tlisse are smart enou
~realixa that there is only one Marx, one lenin, one Evaps,. So that : [
"aomloaders™ are smart enough to sayr we better £ind out vhat these guys:ar
naying ‘and hope that when thoy die. wo- can follow the road they. . oharsad.‘

thare wae Merx thero tog

nlmosb as good, as the hmd of the Red Armye And whﬂ_.o Evans.is hare o’

_over the h;a.d Im a.lnont aa s'iod too, The point 13 ~ what. happena when hc 18.7-
not armmd . A

Now 'l:bn most that ‘l:hey can do, thou who recognize wln'b this pcr!on
hae personified, how he has scmehow incorpgrated in himself the new stage-
humen development, is to says I'1l _preserve it, They can preserve it,
@t corwesponds to the objective sTtuation and the proletarian develo
‘Bt when the devedopment oalls for mors than preservation, a new leader mt-:
arise. -There was Evans to say "Now vmit a minute Trotsky you ain't really .
repreunting Leninism no longer. What you did «- and that's all in & urtldn
sénse that could be dong == will.no ].ongor do. Ve have reached a now lta.ge :
‘nuatma.kequcwleap. , o )
: Hw Lonin. as lb.rx s oa.‘l.lod a ,b,uru.uerat. nut‘hnq--u--vl--:;
- Whee®H2 Gouldii’t posaivly build the party on exaotly tha level of Marx whos
l.go hadu't Teashed the stage of conerstisation of the 20th century. : Pt
‘begin anew. Now the only thing he ocould do is to find a few people who real :q
' that he regressnted this new stage of human develcpment., If Trotsky: lsarnedii
g that was’ good from Lenin on theParty, it is notthothingslp_
learned =~ that is, that. the mrty is alwys right and now he khows the'
: oibq, mt ‘huhy ho i.s m.'l.ly nddl:l.ng us with. lmthing horrible- '

.
§ e e
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wdew
e hae learned im Golitioss He said finaily, now I bave learned something
from this lLenins ¥Now I'm not going to stand for you stinking Abernites, and
Sheohimanites, end every other. damn tendency all through the worli going ou
thia ny. I'm going to my you dontt rapraaen'b ne at 311-

Row what was signiﬁcnnt about Marx's fighta? There werepsople who -

i smids you are not so far swmy from Proudhon, and Lagelle was & very nloe man,
eto, But larx was sayings Look, this is ihe line. I don't give a demn at wll

if Proudhon 4s or is not a nios man its either going to be this or else, 1
Everything bas to be throwm out == every other consideration, It has to be th-b .
way, If Harx had not been unoompromising, we wouldn't have been able to mh

this l.lP- ' ook

Han in & oartain senaa, you can see tlu r’bog;inn;._:;m of a distinobi L
eta uatky snd

seys, " And- -
Engels said that he fsn't sc btad. He is trying to learn something. And lerm .
saym, "™ell now M _Engels and Hautsky bave something in commone They both -
- drink Let Engels. take care of Fautsky, Nowthoonly time Marm was wrong wee .
. when he changes; mind on Kautsky. But the maunot of the legder is acme=" -
thing, that we've got to study, If he sayn somsthing and doesn't give you one’ '
hundred yeara of history to badk it.up, listen anywey. Just say: thia is new
- Shut up and £ind out what this instict meens, The only time Marx was wrong in
L h!.s eatimte of pecﬁh waa. whan ﬁomaoho oomincod hin not to roumr that ms i

L . Mt in no other ny. Bulmc 1t all.gomes from the !nsbinct |
T wall and the new atage of dovelopment which getas conoretized in this ‘persoc

- You aee the same in Lenin. We must leRi: to: trugt the instinct of the: 12 ads

to. learn from 1t,: Now I'1l tell ydu something of Hermdn. This 1s the way we |
m going to prove that we mow.what &' new stage is and what collective :leu.duf-
ahipis, Herman is the greatest thing that we have found in our whole develop~

" ment. He represents our moving from the Russian Question to the American

‘Proletariat, ‘Not only that, but wha,;l: the next stage will be in the relations

‘af the proletariat to the party. (And yet Herman has not sdvrved at sll.’ ﬁ
K ‘dewelopiient was meeting psv Hoew isn't that terrible, Our highest point

" was. moeting him, and his highest was meeting us. And there's never een's: = .

movmlnt fm thon. He's stuok. Now thers's mot_iﬂnsmng_ﬂmu he

- equAte i \ , 144as",_CHut, thers is_also-somothing wrong with hin..
-3 thatts tae my the proletariat is going to stop, bady, we lin't gelng to

. have'a revolution. not with this new l.ll-inoluzive Partye. L

s Thero is :on-thing vrong with both of us, We must’ show the conont- .

. 4n the nbtemt. When Herman writes saying, when must I come down for the .
planum? I wish instead the day 4o come when Herman would appear days in sdvanee-
in.order to take up scme more things == we in the center dtdn't think ot'. )

L. _appiz-iheew aviwract Principles and’ have proven as well that the proletu-hn

dovo!opmn'b hun't ltoppod with Bamn'a Joining, but Hamn'l advance.

v
.

lenin's nn

, « Now tlm'- comen & tim in the devalopnnt mn suddenly lm
boocuu trmtomd into its opposite, And. theu you reslly don't l:nw. :
,' : M I m. ] It ll’ oi.thor s-clul division aad 1: I.t 1: * ohn.' |




whbew

==.'y"'"““5 about i%e it is going to tear jou up. lenin said in the Will that

they are living in a diotatorship of the proletariat surrounded by the pemsaniirye
Now if the fight and the antagodism between Stalin and Trotaky meant theat,
nothing can be done about it. The party vwill apllt into several pheces. In
other words, that is the end. There is no dictatorship of the proletariat; we
are going baok to oapitalism, But he is hoping thet that is not what it moans
and therefore he 1s taking up a couple of new thinga in tha relatloamhip in thc
leadership.

You have to go back to personalities %’g_gw%%‘?g
rsonal, but suddenly, once you reached s new stage an aleotio,
;ou bavenit got ahy precedents when you could say in 1848 this happened, in 1871
this, and this means so and so in 1914, You have to say now, what are they
representing? If they are just fighting end being cantankerous as personalities
then I'm not really interested. But if it means something, if there.is.a "why*,
then a new stage hac appeared. The. PM to look at that m )

e e — i

’ Read that Will, It says: "Stalin is rude.- Trotﬂky ta too concelited. .
Buykharin is collapsing. Zinoviev and Kamenev have not done something by
accident, but still you sghouldn®t hold it against them. And, by the way, re=-
move . Stalin. EHa is altogether disloyal in addition to being rude. Now what Ma.the
Bell otn you meke of a Testament like thet, (I mmat say that Troteky made

abso lutely nothing of it, Absolutely nothing. He practically gave it the ssme
interpretation-as Stalin did, insofar as he ecisidered the cta.tementa as aml-. e

1s of peraon ta&d tdci.
ysis o persons ins of tendencies.)

L}

+ And Lenin said also & couple of things against me. Biy it really wasn't so-

- dmportant. It was Just personal, He was vronge 1'm not.really dn adminism- %

. 'tore I'm e revolutloniste. Now what in the hell is th:lu for a leader to‘ go Lo
‘ round ue.ying this mlyaia um‘ulyais of pmnntlitiea? . ;e

L Iaonin Ir:lting & penoml characterization or these personal things S
meant what? That 1s the. Question, .Good or disloyal meant -capitalism was coming
baok. ' The adninistrator meant thit we cantt have a new etage, if the proletnri-‘
.. &b, the best the most rewolutionary, wag represented by an adminiutrator 1n- o

stead of belng there "to & man", .Saying that Bukharin didn o
. meant that all of Buklarin'a—writings may :)unt as well be thruwn out. He'm - °
Imd and al} that eto. C

—

Ky god, I read that wilk cvery da.y. And every day I see something '

new, sad I uy to my:elf hmr m hell oould I have accagted Trotaky'lc oha._t‘lpr'.". °

.onthnt.

. ". L

. "I you cxpla.m the why the Fill vas written in personal.torms its fg=
pwtmt. 1P ynu dou't explain _lg you m:lght Just as well have no exphmtl.m

: }!'.!'—‘:1-.:.- s coe thlag for whion I can cr.ﬂ::loizo Evans, he aa:ld in his

lpuoh yutorday that Weaver probably objeated to the correspondence being pub=

. lished or given around to the leadership,eto. That shows there is a 1ittle Bit’ .~

" of the old organisation in here Evans didn't recognite that. I had made the Yasap
oo, fmem the time tlmt he talked to me and I asked him about leadorship relatione=:

\_____,—»-—""'""—"'“
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.- ghipse He :gug_zmma_% %-u._mﬂummmuu_
: Ku about yoys OQur :ght‘.lcn hip lwmys have to raoo - nudhnco.
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Lo  Stalin asid,"™Sue there is a Will. Lenin safd T was rule. mra'?' s
ST tho ‘way you have to be. It's a personal ohsracteristic.” Tratsky said: "Yam;~ '3
- . gure there is a Will and he seid: remove Stalin.™ There is a definite aaotion,"._, A
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£o¢ a chence to speak five minutes with you alons, That asneys a», no end for
two reasond, One, I'm a 1ittle dit inaulted, Why shouldn’t I know ehsad of

. time what you mre going to present to ust And two, how can you raige up o leadw
erahip that way?! ! seid; lock at the wonderful things Trofsky used to write,
and pretend thet Cannon wrote tbem, or thought them, That!s the way a leader-
ship has to bs built up. If you decided that thias is the right person, then

you bave to smooch along & 1ittle bt and have everybody love that person, But ’

a minute after I said At, I changed my mind, And when Evans replied, "Among

" other things, you know I have to watch out that no cliques develop among us~—y
if we had an organiszation of our own, and each of the leaders had a department
bhes headed, and thsre wasanlt thia closeness, this nonsenes, of beipg afraid
vhen I gst a cold, eto, We just can't have that kind of an organization, It
will ot d0." %he mimite he said that, I Wegan to see things 111 a new light. .

;T " New Relations

It qpund to ne thun that we hnve to have an eantirely new type o:r
lesdership and it has to bo duilt in a new way, not the old way. It is no long-'
“or sufficient to pass on the treditione of Marxism and what Lenin lended down .

_and Jeaws 1t ut that. It is that, dut it is more, it is that plus this new

AL : amanitatthmlnntommt._

o : “hell I hadntt Prought up oy damaned past.) In iy case, what.l

- will uan to this tendemey is aither what I sm golng to mmke of myself, on’ the

new banis, or so. to speak, Evans wag faced with having to say good-bye, for it

“would havs proved that he hasu't yet met the one who could follow the new- :

principlu. You see vhen we said to himw don't always surprise us, take.
“matters up first with the leadership-e-ie wers hanglng on to old conceptions =

‘that thers wvas & tredition and all we had to do was pass it on, and if we' knw

“4t a. pimte shoad of time, we could 4o it s0 much better, Zut 1t lan't that .

, &t all, We have just reached & new high becsuss £he proletariat knows eo mh

n:endy. Eanding down traditions ui.thout being abh to uka & nev leap at

thn um tive will no :I.ongu' d.o. . .

) 4 m no other questions on ths selationship of hmnhn:. m. B
" was. the question that bothered me, Bus enyone who now hrisge that up dossalt.
nuiu vhat Dvans really meens, I mads my decieion beforq I came to New York ‘-
‘now and that 4g why I kave the 0ld correspondence all ann scatalogued dy
- subjeot, by date, everything., I am willing to publish it not only for thc -
hahnhlp to -tndv. I'n willing to publish . i.t for svervbody to_ rudl.

‘ int vas onl of the things that udn sverybody so sfraid uhcn unm
T J.ott a Will! They woulda't bave anything to stand on if Lenin said something-
. .against. tbam, But if we bavenit anything to stand on, then we haven's moved . -
‘trom that stage. We haven’'s lesped from Leninism to Dvans, 4f I may b6 DAL=
. mitted to say 80, Decause it is a tremsndous leap, Ve have a lot to learn tm
'Lenin, we Maven's begun yet to knov him, But unless we also make the lesp to. :
.;Bvane we aren's going %o be any good. We will be good historians on what lentn:
448, W -m;: golng %o be mammmmmm mtlm- h-o giwn’ .
.u. n gm ) . o ‘ . : ) Py,

PREFARS Anothn upcoi tut my mn ramun u use thnt ve don't ro
h_ thn vhon somsbody says- you are oithur for me or you are. agatass




' : “le
that Garnett smid you are either for this or not for that, or else it is heve

in ths eorrespondenve, where you said tiat the trouble in Los Angeles, Solow . '
bad said so and so, everydody was mad at her and the suggestion Imd oome, let's
romove her., Now that nlso is & leftsover from not only what the party thinks,
" but in & ceptmin gense, if you pernit me, the way the % thinks, JYou.
see, Al ho i no good, we recove him, But Marx says tha Comune om-
toblishedanything it is that we ocmn't copy the hourgedis way of ohoosing

“the right man" bocause that is ‘exsctly what this break wth the bourgeoisie
moans, wo have no "heirarchic investure®, And Lonin ssid not only do’'we:bave
the right to elect and té recall but, everybody "to a man" does it, end ws

bave no “representstives” to do it. You do the whole thing by yourself, If
that is trus, how can we say "either = or", Wo say to you this is what you
have remmined by virtus of the objective situmtion, by virtue of your experi-
euos so that nowgpowoen make this new lesp. And I will give you the opportune.
ity to make this leap, I wontt hold you. Removing means one of two thinga:
oither your theory alid everythdsg is already a finished thing and you Just

. . Iave m bupch of people ocsrrying it out, a bunah of office boys or something: .
" - or it 1z not just something like that, and you lmve to give a chance -to these . .
people to beoocme the new peopls with the new proletsriat, L

o Iuﬂ:wtqyoncothorthing,mdth.tﬁ.to%@i::ﬁﬁg’h@"'""
Now I have bean preccoupied with content and form, For months and men 1
Ixd been writing all kinds of profoundesounding letters, And finally Evane

_ aa1d to me, "Now lock hore, either form is important, snd therefore it isa. -
" gnestion of oclass or it i1s & lot of nonaense and I gm not interested in it," -

S s e A
':l_x?\g.‘."-..‘i.: P RTINS g.ﬁ\%i
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- g% Just TE.” But I didn't get straightensd out till I wes pulled uwp sharply .
»'Ihe form does tell the olasas content. That's the differsnce betweon the valus: |

“Porm which 1is oapitalism end the coopermtive form whioch is sooisliem, Just '

.~ think of all the things that have oome out from this tendency since that ~- °
~ v 431voination oa forme Wo have the answor to Warde and Wright from that., We
- bave the new style.. I see 1t in everything, ' Everytime now anybody-says

- snything, I say, it is as bad aseeo that iz it belongs to an xlien clsss altes .

... gethsr, or it isn't as bed ssées therefore, it is one of the dialecticel twans~
*formations or metamorphoses;—and these developments go on foraver. That's the -
- only soriaus way to approach anything, Now I think that thare is a lot Lt

(BRITOR’S NOTE: here one and ons-half
minutas of presentmion was orzs
accidentally.) 7 o







STATEWANE QF IHE BAC
{9

Ht the last plenum tie Southern local was chosen as the cnse
area of all the small Loczls which would be retainsd-and stranﬁ
thened, Uur uain politicul-organizational task of
zed-centralization alms, then, at catablishing taree
one sub-center. .The Southern local was 8o chose
holds an exceptional place in any vorkers party's perspectiva
To coneretize this, tho HWC asked Asher to write a report of she

region,

he looal has a rich history. “hough all have had their
"try none of tine old organizations could touch the real
reaouroes of this area, Our organization alone, because. wa ulcns
are mobilized to recognize the deepest layers of the working-class,
has been able %o mainSuain activity there, and %o hold a perspec-
tive of ever deeper penetrution into the Lives and activities of

the miners and tnuir ‘huiLina.

"e strengtnanin of the local means not only that some.
are to sattLe there, but thut those friends themselves

a; tq the manner of announeing which! Locals :
‘whioh we . left the queation of: who would go t0

ecess ry_that the entire organization. understand -
tnis: localy, . and the l1ife and the activity of tne
“fhe attached report speaks for 1tself - The RWC
~bu¢let1n be ‘gtudied and discussed by &all th,
-:unese discussions ‘should go to-both the : . '~
The friends who wish to. settle s

7
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ﬁégtory of the Southern Local

Fipst Eteps

as the emergence of our fiucation, Agitation, and Pro-
8, an Here we posed the ~mericunizution of Solshevism, Here,
0o, appeared the quote that the bullding of the party in America
would te done by many working class groups, among them the "South-
ern mlnera.' Not threo years later, in 1946 thla happened, fﬁf
/—-—-—-.._____M_____._____,___._ e e e
A young middle-clasas atudent, bred a few miles north .of thls
coal region, found himaelf drawn to the radiocal politics of the -
.F., Soon enough he found his way to us withain the J,P, At the Tﬂft>
height of the coal miner's ctrike of 1946, when the nation feared
a general strike and when tie Tuft-Hartley Law was being brewed
thig student, now working i tig &
branch, The W.P. gavae hi. og-rfrsonoe; Actions were given
and diatributed freely; .a e Cos '--, Labor Birr Wheel in
the 7,P,, came down to ouf.0\

even: he. knew Little in te

was that he had been bred @n the region and had the ‘intelleotual
capacity to make up for hif lack of experionce and training, :
apound him were his wife, Danzig, a young petty-bourgeois who
had: just Left her Liberalism for radical politics, and an old pal -
of his, Orhon, brought up in the same reglon, who had genuine .
vorking cluss upbringing, '‘‘hese latter tvwo, Danzig and Orhon, ™
are -8till with the organization. “the original leader failed to:
- 'make :1%; wi*h us and is . now. puttering aboitt with the old:dects, '
Around; this: oadre , Af 1t can be called so,.were a number. of::
worklng“claaa ‘and” pett;anourgeois students rrom the university
in the " town.” Together this group went about dlstrlbuting Labor
‘Adtions. in.the many coal fields nearby and thus found gehuiné .
miner contagts with whom they held fairly regular meetings,
Mosp“of thHese . miners were .Negroes and one problem, among many,

. wasd.'the -integrating of white minors,. Bug this is a llttle blt
ahaad or our, story. . ,

To a11 1ntents and purposes th;a branch was a W, P branoh.
Aotuaily, beoausa the young student leadar had" become one of-: ua,
itwas. our branch, In any case, the atrugigle that was going on:
1n1theyparty a% large Dbetwesii-us and the majority was refleoted
in-this small and_agwlocal,. - When they finally discovered: the ™
nal "arfillationa of the Leader, they sant their worst’ hat-

chetmah. down, F - The'mine:’
,region ‘was too muoh for an intelleoctual of his stripe 8o he- 191'1;J
in a.few months, This was all in eariy 1947 when we were getting
ready.to.leave the W,F, ' when we did leave in July ‘'of the same
Eear there:was no. cadre’ element of the W, P, present:in the' region.

hs 'aplit; that occured thereroro waa rairly ‘clean: - thominers ;
Went with.us immediately into the 8,W,P, - instead of ‘catrying ‘on:
a separate and brief exporience as did the rest of the organization:
during the Interim Period, 4 few- strzotlg petty-bourgeols. studant
1n the un:veraity, who had been close to Fenwiock, remained with
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the W,P, ssher, the present orgenizer, ocame to the Scuthern
local at thie point,

In the 8,,P, .

Asher had been in the movenent since 15&Q and, thughgha
jclber. of the organlzatio :
forpally atiied himself with them

- A the~W¥hole questisdn of the-unity negot-
1ations—with the 5W¥ was the turning point, There was another
fantop which affected his deaoision, how much though is hard to
say, He had come out of the war with his right Leg ampuytated:
the W.P,'ers were generally given to "feeling sorry" for him,

- Some of their leading people were prepared to see him become
a sympathizer - ideas which he entertained at the .time, The
members: of -our orgunization were not soc much indifferent to
his condition as concerned rather with his political astatus,
In strictly personal toris, the majority were defeatists, the
minority, full of contrlisnce und Iight, He had gone, tvo, &
few times to the office of the SVWP on hils own and was convinced
of the need for the return o tie 5W¥ and the Fourth Internation-
al. Further, he had seen many of his close friends of the WP
Waolonize and proletarienize’ in the days when it was full of
vim and vinegar, 4ll during the war, he had dreamed of.the day
when he. too would be back in the states %o do the same, All in
ail then, déspite the hesitancles due to his disability, he
was quite ready. at this point.to.colonize, ' :

Y .,
R !’_;-::

ay. or. two before. rmal.-aplit he yas.confronted.with -
ca.'of going %o Detroit.ox. Qgﬁhe"ﬁouthepn_10031;3:There”2w”

.question; about going To one of these ‘places; the question - ..

hich one? SipgepByhad:. ‘naturned from a trip to the

-

A\Weavey and a friend and had seen for the
“f 416 . the WIning oenter.of the nation, he finally decided -
o-migrate -there, ' The morning after the night the U,h, was '~
given he was on his. Way. e T T e
/. ;Thin;g moved swiftly, 4 day or so after he arrived, the
iocal, with all'the mi , gplit from the W.Y. and Jolned the -
8WP, - This was epparerrtly a favereBIov at the P, ~lnaide -
. tW6 or three weeks, Dav ize; the labor big shot, the *
. too:who had - once ?prfgd with 4,J, Huste, appearsed in the home.
. of.one-of .the. miners,; The scene bears some description, - -

.. Un-the one side B8tood this old Negro, experilenced in Zabor . -

.fighta,. -and on the other stood three or four of us young white -
- atudents, Around stood, the Nagro miners lietening to: the furious
" gpxghange—of—ohargesd 1" apunter-charges. The .o ation-wgs. - -

-/ Goolidge's angry admission that he | to 'break us up’

AR TN - T SN
From this time on the WP, was quitg effeative 1In Aurting -
18 s gent doan to 1 the’ ptied:

8, -Anothar. gadre~-man was ‘place emptied. "
"by.Fenfick. In the beginning he was able not only %o break- the:
iners away from us but to. build a falrly eubstantial youth. ‘v .
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*group in the university, But the overall degeneratian of the V,P,
had 1ts effect on their group in the region, By 1949) in the
middle of one of the longest miners! struggle 't date, the
cadre-man left the area and the i/ﬁ,yﬂ?ng students that remained

goon left too, // ,li-f””

‘ Wevertheless, the struggleftﬁf; they waged against us had its
effecta, It did not break us up, but 1t did break off the weuker
ones of our local, The original leader of the logcal returned
%o his studies and finally left the area sltogether, His wife
went with him, One of the young students of mining family
baockgroung became drawn to the local labor bureaucracy and later,
ended up &8 lawyer, These, then, like the W,P, 'ers, were about

gone by 1949, Of the original group of the 2 there was left
only Orhon and Asher, ¥Fairbanks waa with ua@éﬁiLQﬂ_haﬁ_mNML__
g ] %rter the split, Three young students were also with us but they -
b 00 had come To us only later,

Throughout this period the §,W,P, had treated us pretty.
much like the baby-in-thie-woods, kvery now and then they paid
us some Attention: a big ghot would come through and leave us
some of his wisdom, We kept our books straight because they .
11ked 1t that way. Actually, though, like the baby—in-the-wooda,-
they would have liked to have seen us die, 7 :

abupgh, Here was the ; T

N f8%e concerned we exiated primarzly o coms"to o
ne heir meetinga in:Pittsburgh, They had almost no intereat at. all =
“\/in our work, It reached & head arter the 1948 convention .when '
(/ tho organzzer of the local "jokingly' proposed that we merge with
tham.u Mg Jokingly retorted -that this was impoasaible and’ ‘there 1t
wag left, From that time-on we hardly existed for them and had
to ‘Pight for almost everything we got; especially when speakers
"oame thirough = we had to fight for them or do without, OUnly:when
‘wa- suddenly erupted in 1960, did they take any real interest,
but ‘%hen, 1t was too 1lat ‘

st-orsanizations ooncerned leas -
mo U8 a
.’ ‘Yegams UFB and more interested iIn the studants or‘%he
University and finally ‘'vanished by late ‘49 and early 50 The
; B.Wm?.¥had only us in the: region and with the strike of 149 ‘ahd
~2%160. 02" the ‘miners this reached a definite stage and finally ended
‘altogethsy in" 1961 when our whole organizatlon left them, In any
cade, 48 far as consistent political activity was conocerned, the

: and we-were, about the only active leflt wi
and” Ag vaa ment1oné%’ii!ff@?“thﬁ*C%mmun1sts :

¥re : ve for Wallacs in 1948, Between ua, then, and .
the labor-liberal Demooratic fordes of the community were nho one

At preaent even the labor-liberal Demooratio forae 13 gone, .
For some’ time there had been what was called the Vemocratio Labor
~Qopmittes’ in the town, made up of labor-liberal elements, This
‘no*longer exists either, What remeinas, then, is ourselves, the
Hopubllcans, and the old Demooratio machine as organized politidal’
groups,
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Early Type of Activity in ths Area

In the eurly dnys ol /1947 Athe nain actlvity :zentered oround
the sales of the PUEAI W iphteta, Yhers were two maln re-
ELlong, Lot absut-twenty-—iLles. foua nere, Iis 1s a darcriction
of a tyulcal day of that time,

Asher hud the only car of the proup, Everyone would pile
into it ewriy in the mrning: the flaming red-naircd iung 1ne
teliectual leuder, who walkod uboul uy shegh he carrlagd the
wertd on his shoulders; his wife {'Eanz,:.g} EIm3 SAavVdn oty g
bregnant, tell and siunder, oxcept For the fullneys; another
young bub precocisus youth from the eact side oo New Yowxk, who

' Was always in need of a naircut, and who wasg invarialy either

- chattering away profusely about thinus he -knew Little abous in
the worid-of culture or dgep in a despalring mood, brought on,
no dowt, by pure houwesickness and the lnablilty to adant %o -
this entirely differcnt world of the miners: agher " wisht ‘kis
cane and ¥ linp, . ‘ o

Bt A <f;-wou1d speed heqjigaLLx_OVen_tha_tunhunanﬂ;gnd_narrow

rqads I The @Tea o hally-reech-our-destination of a mine
i SO e o1 us would %a{gga out of the car end into the small
AT, ¥ +L "tHe

Twiner Yy I world didn't know that we had come
»-pearongh the urea then they certainly.-knew it by the time we -
- 8topped and all hopped out, whereupon, one of us, generally =
: M,rggn-rtha‘ygung;lggder, would proceed to either gsell the miner- = .
]_‘ P . 3 Z e

~ & .peper or pamphlet or inform him

301 most popular reading, incideénta- ../
quqq;;qnaand nswerjpg@ph;pt'deuiing‘with~thg;triglrj. o

eon Lrotekyites,  The gogtin ften
ppeal ad_nad
be ‘called

| Ehis kind of activity,wgh divided'betWeen the rdun, which

Ly-a. few m;;gaffrbmﬁmnlq.towp,,and;a.mining region some
enty;miles north of herée in A nNeighboring..gtate,.:. This
ther:rey: ¢ been: the:homa of iorgan, the leader, and Orhon,

f1oet thetl, dtate,. provided most of the work,

ion of internal Looul strains end the

de /it more and moré difficult, i
have not. been to.the Ae¥ghl % region
""though'we do ocdusionully hear about

1-the’ tovn the University is of considercble importange,
muediate post war period some 7,000 stwlents went“ to- 1%,
ki it vas'.inevitable thut 4t would
e Life of the lLocal as well, 3

£

In he beginning, all of the actual and active mémbors of
' re students from. the University. 4nd our moet "
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important gains at the time, Steve und Fairbunks, nativee of the
region, were atvending the University, , Yanzig, ailso native, had
‘gone to this University, ALl of the WPlers were also going to
the University.

_Un the campus, the work centered around the A,V.C, Though

- the W¥'ers controlled 1%, we had a strong voice in 1%, +hen Kurt
Schusenig, of Austrian notoriety in the early duys of the Hitler
regime, was invited to speak before a convocution of the Univer-
gity, 1t was our push in the WP wvhich drove them to initiate a
battle against hoaving him speak that soon developed intc a cause-
celebre of the whole community, By and large, nothing ever canme
of this work in the &,V,C, The majJority of students were not
responding to it aj all,

Another activity on the oampus was that connected with' the
NAACP, wulte a rumpus was mwde on trying to get the student
chapter of the NAAC? accepted by the proper officials, <This
never quite succesded,

...-1f thege astivities did nothing else, they did bring the _
"Ipotekyitea " before the attention of the University und the Comm-
' . 1% 18.pog@sible to say, too, that two of the students that
oined: us, came in good part because of this work, S8till,
:1% ‘came. novhere near the great mass of students, In faet,. -
gk had . been 'the. 'exhaustion produced by all this.‘fighting! 'that @ .
hen ‘the .mass’ of astudents moved -to fight the theatreés in town .. -
£OT their, high~prices - 1t may have been in 1950 - we were ‘nursing:
ur wounds-and -tired epirlts, drinking.coffee-in the school - .

it siiy¥es,. throughout the life of the Llocal, the University, its
‘gtudents and- ‘sometimes its faculty, has played some part-in 1%, . -
't “should be noted here; that the far more important world of the
teen=ags high sgliool students, has never yet been.reached-by us, .
e Univeraity students are transients: ‘the high ‘school’students
rniand bred. in.the ragion and, unless .they leave the region- -
P& tQp‘grgdqgt;qn{(qs,sd.often happens), they &re a far
7etable)and fruitful strata, = B

LA

in the NAAGCE.almost from its inception here. 4
G158 finat-demige in 4550, From a sudden peak of 600 in . . -
; deoilined precipltously and vanished altogether in 1960 when.
&b ding organizer, & Negro teacher, lefit the area, - A.silent -.:
“8triggle had actually rent it apart: on the one hand"yera’dil th
et ty-bourgadisa who looked upon it as a leoturing gooiety, and on;
‘. - 'the other hand were the working olass Negroes who ,wanted_some.
‘40tiord taken by it in the town to elliminate JimCrow:in-the movies
+i;ianditheipestaurante, LThe teachers suppreseed.the militanoy.and, :
“"thusjiskilled: the.organization altogether, - Wé pantioipated.in it
" .&ctivities;but, :1ike the A,V,0. on.the oampus, the chief reguits-
-1 . wereiwithithe frienda made rather than.in any. mutual actions :take
2% by the organization, Une of our olosest friends today, a.young. -
., . Negro girl, was first met in the NAACP, R
EA - B :
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' Lypes of Frienda &hpjfﬂ/a

o the mbat active friends we had were the Negro women.
n Pennsylva a, a veritable dynamo was'a little, quiet apoken
/gg%ggﬁggggn,_mho wus undergoing all sorts of personal tribulations
ut who.was as active as could be with us and the Negro church, .
. Like - her and part of the same general cirele of friends was &

young Negro girl of high school training who moved the 1iter-
ature easily among her eirele of friends,

. A%. this tinme, fromor 80, we met many indiv-
1duala, whose manners and griences .were no doubt of tremen-
dous influence on some of us in the local, YThese were miners,.

- women, mostly Negro, whom young people such as we had never .
seen before, Poise, integrity, a great range of vision cdupled
with a delicate sense of propriety ware the most common traits
of" .these peopla.

— e m s ot
PUURERURIE —————

——

ere Wes the Negro preucber, tall and ebony bladk;
1 }tha small and bare coal patch, who had been.able to reca
tremendous upheaval of the rugsian woriers in hia youth:and
. /their effect on America and the WNegro people, but who wag-{whén "
.. /Me 8aw him) the victim'of paraiysis, He could only moan futiley -
*@nd occaslona;ly ‘his” eyea would hecome molist with tears, -Hig/|.
‘ *;nuraa “waa the 11ttle dynam;c Negro woman degcribsd -2bove -whds
only ‘relation ‘to-him was that he had been her praacher..:w1th'u,
. questiona, with ‘no’ hesitatlon, ‘she undertook to dare :for him'
:uthough ‘she waa heraelf without money, faced eviction ‘Prom  He
‘ihome, eto, eto. - e

- *""There waa Andy, ‘the white miner past sitty, who ™ would oom'

;ffalong ‘with ua on‘éur long trips. He oould recall-fhe -Appeal-to:

N .Reason of ‘the turn of the century. .Now, some fn*ty yeard® later.
1Ld 0 along wlth us quite matter-of—factly. Sh

.j“ There'wae D111, the Wegro of some seventy years,
“’a ‘miner ‘but whose battles for the Negroes gnd the min
'him to finally be placed on a blacklist, He now sold*
His sense of people und events was very acute and he co
. this, though uneducated - except for his own .grasp of the By
.ﬁ“'w1th farVor and. eloquenoe. . .

2; These groupa “would euddenly appear, aak for us, . and_ -
Just as’ suddenly ,disappear and all the labor in the world‘”_
biring. them together ‘again, Obviously thay had glven us g}

'd e . had railed o give them what they wanued R

Into ‘the’ u&nes— , ,
L And Vet ror all the aotivity there was 11tt1
,atnntlal about the local, ' We werse all students o
- gtudents’ and ‘only one of us, Danzig, was natlve to:-the
'Abova all we had not yet been able ouraelves to get ) to th
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WAy of leaving both the movement and, finally, the mine ragion.

mines or to find a cadre type ln the mines, This soon changeds

First the leuder of the local found a Jjob in the mines in the
Run, - ¥his, hovwever, as it turned out, proved to be less a matter
of dolng serious work in the mines and more a desperate move %o
somehow straighten the affalrs of the local, which was now getting
more and more tied up in knots, Shortly thereafter, Orhon also
entered the mines: both had been the cloasest of friends from boy-
hood, - This was all done strictly individualistically and individ-
. ualietloally they proceeded in thelr activities in the mine and

its local, In short order they were fired from their jobs - for
" 'having sold Labor Action on the local floor! uorgan, the leader,
never really recovered from this, From this time on, he became
more and more withdrawn from the work and reeponsibilltlee of the
local, and towards the end, both hia gctions and proposals were
aimed at destroying the loccl, Orhon, on the other hand, though
he too became ?u;te demoralized picked up and by the strike of

the miners in '49 and 150 wag oncg again f 'y“aetine.

.7 86411, the act of p%g“¢§>d stipulate two of lour newer
l mbers.IX§EEXSEE§§~EE£!_EEE , Hoth were former veterana, studenys,
native to on, and sons of working clese familles, First
‘Bteve, ‘then PFairbanks entered the mines, For Steve, gomewhst like
Horgan, go1ng to work in the mines actually Surned out %o be#

Atgelf,’ We saw less and 1less of him’ while at the same time the
N%mall 1abor bureaucrats saw more and more of him. By late. '48. h
"hAd"Teft s ‘entirely and when the 149 strike began he proved t
one of our enemies, subtler, to bs sure, than all the reet,g

Y ;opan enemw “‘,f)m’%(,
R S f

‘ L rbenke, on the other hand though he seemed far 1ees prol—-_

‘et "ldn ‘than Steve, ‘given to “oulture" and philosophical abstrac=-. .

tiona, proved etaunchent“ar‘ﬁll. Ho entered the mines hesrtamtIy - .- .
% . - ; 1y, thereafter, he suffered- the loss. .
Was - T

a or a good many monthe but returned in time to-be:

ve“for the - ‘49 etrike. S8ince that time he has worked regular-

......

it One more member hee to be considere ezore’wquo on to -
tha,big 8trike of '49 and ‘50, As we haye-indicated, thé branch °
undergoing severe strains at this time, ihen the leader .
abdjcated his position, the.battle between.he and Asher

ﬂ:,[{aLowly ‘mounted in intensity, One of his weapons against. Asher: waeﬂfﬁ

U gHAY 'hsher was allen to the region,  given too much to philosophy. ' '
. iand oultura, ‘and impractical, 1t beocame then, for Agher, a: ohall— o
“i“ang“f o?disprova a1l this, Asher had besn in the movement .long "

: enough ‘$o” know’ that this could be done only in work and devotion s

40 %he 150al; " At about this time Asher met Jaok,.: He had:ocome,

*11ka 1Bteve’ and Fairbanks, from a working olaes baokground. e wad"
"nfnltivo ot ‘the. mine regions of the south, had been-a veteran, and

whsrnow going to eohool, At the same time: that he Was _go
_. Asher met him some time. in ‘




‘48, For a whole year he saw him, talked with him, invited him
and his wife and child to go to picnics with ua, At one point
he left the mines $o manage & small store and he cooled consid-
erably to Asher, He had to return to the mines and again he
warmed up to Asher. o 1% went for a good part of a year or so,
After a year of such persistent work on Asher's part, he joined
us, vhen he joined, then, he knevw Little of the cLiques and
~intrigues of the Local. ﬁe alsc cume at a time when Morgan was
on his way out; Urhon was still parslyzed by the firing in the
minesg; Steve was out and playing with the labor bureauecrats;
and Fairbanks paralyzed between Steve, for whom he had the
deepest regard, and Asher; and Danzig, borgan's wife, though.
active in the loocal, felt that her higher allgnments were with
her husband despite the fact that by thia time he had begun %o
break with us politically, .

Now all this became of prime importance for us and the
problem of the union and our own polities also became more con-
crete than it had ever been, It drew us into a new circle and a
‘new type of activity, YThe friends we made were friends now made

".Ain ‘the mine 1tself and not casually because of some diatributed

‘resding ‘matter, Lhe types we met now were more articulate and

:*ﬂietperienced in the ways of organization, It had'many advantages

.. ‘but-aleo disadvantages, For one, we no longer had muoh to. do..
- with:@the idireot and . powerful types like the Negro women and. tha -
a‘g;d figntera, nor did we have as much to do with the students: aﬁ L
wé'ihad “eavlier, - Be that as 1t may, ‘49 rolled around and: startaa;ww
us offin a: direotion'and tempo we would not have thought poss- o

:ible, 51VBn the dow. stata of the p al.

preparation, among othqu ;

d marked theltonoretizati S

€ 49 marked the. flrst full partic1 ation in  ‘th

1e8 of- th sminers, . vhen the. fir r—of-Lhe
“.1n Maroh we think it was,

’ £:4n:. byfcuauffeuring for. fﬁe min;rs‘

.rrific Btpeﬂ49.ue sﬂilgﬁﬁiéggigarable B én ;%Tg‘l

(E% ‘the bLack hours of : the morning, & number of cars: met“at‘
8! entral point,: -Small ciusters-of men whispered quistly; ab &
_ o AL & given signal after some fifteen oI tiventy' :
in o moved on to: atiLl another point, slowly going‘soumhw
téward. the: Vistrict headquarters, After some two hoursiof this
8topping and:going and picking:up cars, 1% was broed daylight““
Rdi'the curs. numbered. over a hundred., They followéd ol usely
behind..the other and. locked like some gigantic. snake.xaavzng
1ts way:slowly over the torturous hilly Lighways of the' gouth
The“men ‘were:-all in: high -8pirit and the whols tning had 188
...bhe atmoaphere of a battle than of a holiday, 8ome of the men’
. were. high; eome: had brought their olubs or pistols, othera Jokea

-8 -




continually, Finally, all the cars parked near the orest of the
hill and ali the men poured out, They milled about, 1t seemed,
aimlessly, Suddenly, there were a few yells, a ecurry of men
toward the highway, a racing coal truck, thrown rocks, squeeling
tires, and finally curses, +hen still another truck appeared,

the men managed to slow it up, leap on the running board while

1t was still in motion, and start fighting with the driver, The
truck carsened and the pickets leaped off, Un the side lines soms
of the miners cheered or cursed, depending on the outcome, 4And,
interestingly enough, the 1ead1ng figure in the fights was Steve :
our former member, éo 1t went through much of the day: one mine
after the other was closed down, They were mostly small, unorgan-
ized mines, in predominantiy farm country, notoriously anti-union
and largely unorganized, The Ulstrict officials traveled in a big,
shiny car and when especially hilly terrain had to be hiked, they
somehow had a Jeep to carry them, For #Asher a good deal of 1t was
reminscent of the army, Yhe Vistrict officials carried themselves
with.-the same shame and false huubleness that did the army offiocers,
who had contempt for the man but were fearful of thelr power when
the actual fighting developed, aAsher had trekked over some rough
land with the miners to get to one of the minee that was still
-operating. On the way down, the "officers® and the Jjeep stopped -
to pick-him up, 8ince hs was obviously quite tired hiking on his -
crutghea, . He said he felt like some wounded soldier belng given

a lirt by & benevolent general , - ‘ e

~*But participating in the caravan bore. special fruit}: J&ok5jj*'"“~““ﬂ

o reported . back an-incéident which was to guide us more and more

© . throughout the strike, fhe inoident 1tself amounted to aimost '
", .nothing; but. 1t revealed, we felt, B-greal teg

wfutimember of'only'a month or so,

. ofythe, mengand that of the union preaucrac y‘ _Having diatinguiehea
‘ - "-'3_-tt .m"; litancy,. Jagk, -our

the: firet-aign of entl—bureauc,eo All of the men were puehing
tor 317 thes ' 5 Uistriect official prop=
”;osedithat A small hang appointed crew of men go . into these fields
. Instead .of the whole ‘caravan of miners, This orew was to report -
. -back to. the District who would in tuim. make the further deoieiens‘

' 'Obvlouslyrthe Dietriot was leery of going into these fields.

"[Dietraet 8 checking arew,

- WhatiJack .reported back was that a few of the men from around
- .an ther town. had approached him and euggested that they, etriotly '
.on” their own and in. gecrecy, esend out their own crew to chedk ‘the .
ft never got begond Just this propoeal“

but i% helped 1lluminate the way for us, Lt was clear that there

" ‘wag-a.dietinotion . ‘between what the men were righting for and: what.

~ the.lapor bureaﬁﬁf ts were fighting for.

By the fal} .of /that yvaar we were 1nvolved for the rlrst time
1n "wide . aotion, This 'we initiated, organized; and:led,
: ;Softhat not only- had the 1oeeee in the local not Jhurt but, given

- ‘the 1nteneity of the miner 8 own etruggle, we were etronger than

'we'had ever: been. N
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Two Negro.miners had gotten into & fracas and one had ser-
"iously atebbed the other, Jhen the wounded miner got to the
local hospital, 1t was olear that he didn't receive immediate
care because he was a Negro,  He died soovn after, 'The Vemocratio
Labor Committee mentioned earliier looked' over the 1n01dent and
gave the hospital a tlean billi of health: a vhitewash, - The man
who had stabbed the dead miner was in the same loeal with Jadk,
He was arrested and it looked as though 1o would have to take

- the full blame for the death, Jack pushed to have the local
branch taks .some steps, Asher hesitated! Moyrgan and Danzig
were about to leave the area altogether; Orhon was still with-
drawn from all activity; and Fairbanks seemed unready for part-
lcipation in any such actions, That would have. left the major

. part of the work on Jack, who was quite new, and her, Hevar-
thelegse, We went.into 1%, It turned out—to be our ees'rehear-

" or the- stlllm:izif:;ffgfgaxtﬁnal action of Jan B _
e ,

I took no ti all for a defense committ 9 be formed.
Almost all of locals 1n tihe Hun were n this and
Jack /fand AshGr were formally uwadethe officers of this committee.
e i > 3 of the hospital, doctor 8, :

. or Cormittee, and the District!
Throughout the few weeks before the trial, some ten to £ifteen
of us were in effect carrying on our own jury’ inveetigation of
. the whole community, It must be known that the people’ of the
Run.are still looked upon as dirty, drunkards, and brutal, But
here now were the people of the Hun carrying on probebly.one of S
the moat. truthful, clean, and aure studles of the snobs.of the .
.bown: that had been held for a long: ‘time, And .one of the! éonol
1usions ‘that. emerged olearly enough for us was that the Distrio

bureaucracy was a bureaunracy not merely 1n the mines but™in’ tha:af}
oommunlty as well, . We ocould see now that ore of the .chief, prope -

' fon. ‘&Ll the prejudices, fears, and frustrations of' the whole'

oommunity waa .the Distrlct office’” or the UM d 1n another town-

Our ‘chief aim in all this was somewhat 11m1ted‘ we: Were ’
antioua to .see that the man who did the stabbing did hot got:
all’ of ‘the. responsibiiity for the death of the miner. If he
. 8ot a year ‘or., 80 ‘only 1t would mean that the hoapital shared R
some of the guilt in the death by 1mp110ation. wWhen, ‘a8 ‘&' resultf ’
.of. the trial, he got even :less than a yeéar imprisonment, We' SRR
reJoioed, feeling that our act;vity had been quite: 1nstrumenta1 L

o in .aohieving this tliough there was no real way to prove this,

It was ‘a victory for us! ‘A little more than two yeara ‘after -
our formution as a looal and with less than half the: ‘Looal ‘e two
or three of us ~ in fighting form, ‘we  had been deep 'in :the life::
of the .Hun and the community! Within the local 1t marked the -
. finish of Morgan 6 influence: Orhon who had been 80 close’ to -
""him and stili looked upon him as one of the leaders: ‘wag-now’

prepared to move - as we shall see that he did in January, Steée;’?:

. however, was 'atill a foroe and Failrbanlks reflected this in his*
somewhat casual attitude to ull the activity, even ‘though 'he-did’ '
play some part in it. For Fairbanks, January would be decisive._~*
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"hen it was over we asked ourselves how 1%t was possible that
only three of us hed been able to do what we did., The tentative
answer was this! that throughout the coal fields the miners were
in ferment and tihls constant movement on their part had thrown
the otherwilise stable bureaucracy off balance, ve had been able
to call them to our "trial" and they had ocome and let themselves
be condemned beoauae they hud lost their sense of balance, How
right we were! January came and our tentative conoclusion wag
corroborated by the miners themselves,

The_dagionsl. Aotion a W

It 18 no exaggeration to say that b&hnnw g wWere looking for
"mischief", The miners response to our activiffies had heartened
and emboldened us! vwhat next? We knew, and eferyone knew, that
the miner's battle, started back in March of Yast year (1949},
had not yet reached a conclusion, Lewis, faithful to his timid
8trategy of pulling the men out and then sendfing them back in
again, varied it somewhat by caliing out all /the miners of the
largest coal producer in the country, Pittebprgh Consolidated
Coal Company or Consol, as i1t 1s more popule ly aalled by the
miners, But by this time the miners had Logt their patience with
Lewis, lore than the. miners of Consol came/out, In a few days,. .

- some ‘90,000 had come out,  lLewis told the others %o go baok' St111
.. more- came’ out, Finally he called them all ¢ if you can. %
.. beat them, Join ‘em - goes the old Baying ,U§R h "t
" oourtaoal N0 - “the - picture. They ruied a&

e \
Juat bafore this happened though ‘we had disouesed what. to
; "1t»happen-s- It would mean that the finances of the union.
. : ¢ the striking miners, . If they continued-to. -

j y*' ‘déspite L ’ and the governmant they would need food: to
.8ustain ‘their battle, 6fg__g:nza_lj_happanad_mn_had.
ioalled togethar a prelin Yy me ing to discuss_the question -
-OF ‘ : ~Ign. the miners. » number of sympathetic

T 31 /0 Jack and Fairbanks, who were .

j 8,1/ dhen), .therefore, | '
-nuisd“and when, ‘a8 we h4 peLE, - the, miners seemed ready to 1gnore
Atiwe ioved zn£0~aot1.n._ﬂwe ‘had 12sts of unions all over-the "
-ofuntry - glréady, - i _.oipdulars advertising our plight;.

< Into: ﬁhla work came Gbme @ students 'of the university and -
;aven -~a1moat against-6HEir wishes - the remaining few . students.

. of-"the ‘W, 2, and one other atudent member were the chief.: -~

- -1inks. betwee “eour Looal, the Miner's ﬂelief Committee, and the
‘University, | Ve made ocontaot with 8,W.2,'ers in Pitteb

‘?# ~To1 and Detroit, A
Cggede A ofHiTners_of

- — ' “bayond our 1maginat10n. :
U ~money, shoes, and food, The money, I think,-went far
‘beyond i $6;000 and the olimax of the food raising. qgmp i
~*the ap ‘ reter—truck—fromthe  Ford “1loo \
y ent oommittee foy the miners had been formed .




: good work.

In.this action the 5,4, 7,
who are sald to have/fallen befbre the invaslon of the newer
and small specles of animals-%ho were qulick in their movements
and brighter in thei 8, Jhen we informed them that the
loocal press was getting ready to strike a blow at us, they
panicked and adviged retreat, Jiwen it turned out that we
defeated the local Labor—iiberai coalitlon, who had been out
gunning for us with ,3,I, agenta and all, the 5,4,Y, retreated,
then ocovered itself by pralsing us to high heaven.

The students of the «,P,, who had given us so much trouble
a year earliler, were literally driven, as a dog might drive
‘birda from the ground, 1nto doing our bidding and flying against
their wills, 4All in all, in their political condltlon, 1%
probably settled in théir minda once and for all that they would
quit playing at revolution and go beck to their teaching or their
homes in the suburbs,

lhe labor-liberal force, us orgunized in the Democratic
Lab r Committee, did all they could to destroy us. They had
already been severely hurt Dy us in the defense committee of a
f£4w months earller, WNow they brought the local press, a preacher,
11 of the small bureauoratq of the local unions of the region,
as well:as the F,8,I,, to undermine our work, In the end, they
%00, like the 8 w P had tc admit in private that we had done

uthe 'local, Orhon and Fairbanks emerged as solid membera

i orgthe .organization - our organization, that is. what, they had. ..

aeen ‘done and the work that they had contributed had cleared, .
awayionoe ‘and for all the doubts and hesitancies that they had
bothsbeen- subJect 50y - Jack, on the other hand, who had been -

thecreal :public’ rigure in all this, had actually exhausted’ hlmQI;f_f

selfirin ‘all:this, * He had been fired from the mines and:he made. -
& few:futilé efforta to find work in other wmines, “When.this .-
proved too: dlfficult, he flnally left the region entirely making:. .
'a bee-line etraight for the Lewis bureauoracy of the Ohio region.

onaéiggain in: thla acoount and then for the last time, In this'“

act'vity ihe. atraddledthe fenoce hetween our reliaef committee and | L
the:small town committoe of the D,L, G. A8 _we_8 L

time ‘g tha nett event the Benxo

T.hg MLnez: 8, Paru
| The party that we.. had to oelebrate the whole experience .
was the:kind of :narty we had never had before and have not yat

‘been:agble.to repeat, It.-was. held in a miner's home who had .
traveled on'the caravan for the comaittee solioiting food and

: mgney. Hie ramlly ‘wag a 1arge one and hia nife, his teen—age ;{u_

L L L.
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daughters, his /oung boy, his wife's father; all were present,
Then there were the neighbors, wives, husbands, and bables: a
Negro miner and his wife; our people from town and from Pitts-
burgh; two 8,¥[P, 'ers from Vhio; a young Negro girl from town

vhom we brought: and several students from the University,

- Behind all tlr,ghatxg; and_talk and laughter ran the strains of
the musio of HYugoslavia! It was played by the children of a
mine? who had hear t us and who had offered the entertainment
free! He had a family of some twelve children, ranging in age
from three all the way to nineteen, He had taught almoot all of
them to play inatruments and the music was the music of his oo
homeland, Yugoslavia, bUeer flowed freely enough and 1f anyone
had one too many no one seemed to notice it: everyone was in
too high spirits to be nasty or bother with anyone that may have
been, Iy elevaon or so, everyone seemed ready for more than just
isolated talk and chatter, Speaking began, with everyone sitting
quietly and listening, and when the party finally broke up, the
friendships established thero, the discussions held, and the
experiences exchanged remasined with all present for a long time
afterwards,

.o i 'Beéveral of these miners Jolned us but when they attended _

;. ‘one -or two meetings they no longer ceme again.to % blore and.

- mope. $he Wilatant sounded like the Commufiistd . and.-our-gwn meetings;
Cgerer subt-permeated-with muoh of ﬂf% amn osphare, . 1t
ossible situation, = - ~— Lo B

4. " V¥hen Dunne had come down to spesk he admitted that he had, .
. 30 scraprall of his .speech and speak off the cuff for the miners,

His writtern spesch’ had been too much dirgcted to the amall time .

. 'bupeauerats and aspiring workers of the S,W,P, and theirufrtgg%bﬁ{

the .big unions, He felt this and changed his speeoh to s

SRS £ {
- the*miners, “:The result wag that he went over fairly well, | Cochran,
- ‘however, ‘who o wn° not “long after, stuck to his speech and—— - ™
- fgBerally ruined us) ™ Heispoke'in ‘his florid manner, as though 1% , 7y
 was thIs ror-whioh he’ really spoke. - atyle for style's sake, o e
-Ag. he ’Bpoke; %00, 'the fact that the miners hardly responded to him, .
;ﬁgqugpgﬁmggq;gn¢fmore an’ almost contomptuous look on his face, ... .
"No'“ong-Waé ‘pleased with the whole thing, - ¥as it an acoident, ‘too, = . %
th ¢-‘falt ‘that ‘he -Hadto :leave that very night to catch the -
sttaburgh,  we racedto make the bus, missed it at the..
“4Hen ‘raced along ‘the highway to catch up.to 1%, stopped .
e week 'or two later, heard from him that we were. all
boors ¥-because we had not remeubered to give +him-five
8 oarfare? - . . . e T s

i; all of At was beinyg systematically destr=

;sbpétﬁhfbuehla'tremandous,experiéhoefanééﬁév;ﬁ
M

‘oyedi* txeept for the few.uen who had gone through the 'relief . .
.+ experience-with- us- we. hadino-activity to speak of, More.and more .
o .we felt ourselves being isolated from the community that we: lived .
iR, 'Fairbanks and #gher, the last two remaining (Orhon and two "




,;'r‘frioiale of. the loecal unions

of the other students had gone to Pittsburgh), led almost no
social Life topetier, ve met once or twlce a month and perhaps
ged informally in batween put oth?rwise wa _more o Lesa

our. vparate ways,

debate was neld 1n ritepburyih betueén veave and{ Braver=
of Uhio in preparation fox Gtig lgao 8, W, Poesnventions
$MEtwo minerd, WHO came up With’ rairbanss ~“and Aéﬁfr heard—the
rather abstraot debate - ag 1easr so Lt--seemed -~ th
ona ooncLuﬂion' ‘Ythais_pmeans "_ _They were happy about 1%,
They couldn't stait ”Gommunr§ts EHey said;—meaning, 0f 0OULESE,
the S,V.P, (It set.the tone for the rest.of. the-period.for us,
From this timé;*tﬁgﬁf"”_ffiffﬁa“‘p 4t-1tB61F in August of 1951,
ouy main-codncern-bdcame an 1nt%p 1 one; -Va-unconsciously
_to-the-day whenﬁgggmould Happen and boyvh our -
"ing and our actlons were or less—oriented that Way,
e F—BpLIT Tinally did come we -felt we had. been freed Ir
a atranglehold and vould oncae awain be able to come~olose to
-the miners and une pecple of the oommunity. R

wag a great duy for ug, For one thing, throughout the
+ years of our existence ii the region, though we hed almost
from the very beginning been a Ltocal based on the ideas of the’
organizatlon, we had nevertheless remained part of the larger
anwvdomlnating orzanizations, What
te. W, Y. ead—the = ow, we Were Tinally:

0. Belng in consgonance wiﬁh the larger organizatioﬁ ;‘;‘”

- *our own organization,

e 'J-Ilg__l_i_gx_'t_;._g;_';ty Yildoat Strike

This has been dealt with extenalvely in other documenta so
we will merely maLa & few obaervations here, ‘ —

e ‘ 2 )
5T 0 undiné gatharing. Some 5,000 men Were
' BhroUghout At all we played a dominant role, The local
that ‘hed initiated the whole thing mas a Lloocal in which both -
. Xyeadevs -and; panks .- some of them, that 1s - knew us, Steve
Syae: “the -president jof the local and nov our enemy, <Lhe logal’
Ao ficer ‘who apurred Steve %o.%Sake the .action of oalling all-fhe .
other Locals was a young minexr, very close to us, ahrbanks‘\
was: (probably . the ‘clearest rep esentative of the voios . of the
N rank-and—tlle in.this strike Steve beoame the beat and leading
A =tpresalon of-"the 'hesitancies doubta, ‘and fears-of the gmall’
H« Thus, Fairbanks-and . 8teve, Who
ad both been so close in our small local, were now etpreasingﬁg

"7 ‘different gtrata of the miners and in strong opposition %o one.

“. another, Surelv we had ‘come ‘a long way from the days of the N
‘“dominence ‘of :dollege students and wild rides through the hills:..-

- %6.néw, when, hardly a major:action of the miners. gtarted,’ ﬂmt -
-*‘two c.Loaa ’fr:LendB = or enemies -~ hogane dnplx mmc.- oo e

"-'-'"L‘-" 3= - : L =1 14 -




' ‘weaknesaas.’

Further, 1t was thias strike which brought before us - or,
rather, we began to see more cleurly - the S1ll-type-of-person;
the white, rank-and-file, production worker, UVespite, too, the
urging of the organization, we did very poorly indeed with this
type. At present we are close to another of this type and as with
Bill so too with Tom, wa face one of our most serioua challenges,

The thing about the Bills and Woms is that they move in a

circle of friends that 1s quite different from that of the trade-

union cirele, “he immediate circle is close, well-knit, and small,
Drinking, gambling, or sports seem to Le one or the elementa of the
group, <{he other, of course, is that they are not in the least
1mpreseed with all the hubbub of the unionists - except in strikes,
they seem to be extremely sensitive and the smallest sign of opp-
oaition or indifference to their way of 1life meets with their

‘finally being impossible to contact, However, though their imm-

ediate group may be small, they move in hundrede of them and know,
like bill, many others of their kind, It is not literature, as
such, which draws their interast, but the way of life that they
sea, which may or may not quite BuLt them, Drawing them out,

geems to be a patient and slow process at this point, This we have

‘not yet learned to do,

Ever since the '50 gtrike most of our activity and soclal 1life

- were: bound with this small mining town some ten miles off from

town, e hed. not really been-aetive in the Hun since the Defense

o -Gommittee of -'49 and this town had taken its place Ffor us, A few.
-, monthe after ‘the atrike, the mine around which the town had been Q
L Budly: cloaed down permanently. Almost all of our friends had to°

18age %o find work elsewhers, Most .of them went to Ohio., It 1ert

U8 pract&oally without friends once agaln and the shutdown hurt

ug too, ;- But we. thinl: it helped us see more élearly some . of our

the . mine Flalds._ .
¥ 113 all ‘the union aotivity had helped us go deep into the

. 1ife of the. miners, it also seemed to take us further away from. '

the really deep.ravolutionary strata of the miners and “the comm- f

'_unity.uhﬂowever big .these aotions, few of them involved the wome 1

- the younger Negroes, ete, These, so far, have remained.in the:

" “background of much of the union sctivity, The result, often, was
- that our.clogeness to the activists meant a certain amount of
-alienatlon from the deeper layers,

Take,Bob aa an etample of thie, He had toured  the " states on’

- the relief’ oommittae. We had held a wonderful party at his plaoe.

He had introduwoced us to many other friends of his,  In many Ways

;& he wase 1nd15penaab;o to. ue, But for all that he was & tyrant’ to

his wife and somewhat oontemptuous of the rank-and-file of his’

ownloocal, ' How we oun eee that when some of the ranks saw this, »
.thﬂ\f;ﬂffﬂh ﬂnﬂlnf"l ‘PA “”5---H.|.=_u.n.1c|, u.uuusn. J-I'J.Qnﬂ.J.y, 1‘ malneu, BOme- _

what aloof from us, It seemed obvious that she often wondered
' - 15 - N -




what we cou¢d see in this man who waa often so unconcerned with
her nesds and those of the Tamily.

It should. be noted here, in fact, that Bob's conduct was
not entirely unique. Yo many of the other miners that we eams
into oontact with seemed to nuve the same relation with their
families. The woman's business was the home and the kids:
the man'’s,work and the union. Habit and convenience seemed
to hold them together more than anythlng else. Unlike the big
clties and the larger industrial areas, the woman cannot go
finding a Job so easily in the mine region, MNot infrequently
then, when a serious clash develops between her and her husb-
and, her only recourse 18 to go back to her relatives or her
friende Y0 that with these shifts and changes, the miner's
family often has 1ittle rescmblence te the one in the book,

He may be married to a second wife vho 18 car*ng for the kide
of his first and they, if thaey are old enough, may somatimes
have "illegitimate' kids of their own, Uccasionally they may
be also rearing someone éise's child for one reason or another,-
© and, in the background, nay be a grandfather or some other
in-l1 Légertainly this was true or dob and it was also true
in-par r_=a.whole list of othere that sould be ntad,.

And yet 1% would be a mietake to think that the women. did
not wield ‘their power in the various struggles of the miners,
., For most of the time, though; this is largaly indireot, There

‘are .00ngtaht mishaps in the mines and often exrlosions, Una gt
;woman,neighborwe knew related that when a really bhig explosion -

-aﬂoccurred in ‘the mine in which her husband worked, 1t was she

- who.’ threatened to leave the house unlese he left the, mines,
He 1eft, * No doubt this sort of thing goes on during a strike

. "‘period and, for that matter before, As a general rule, it

‘wmould seem that the women are indifferent or passsive to the

- atrikes that the miner‘s carry on, To keep a certain amount

of .harmony in the family and to make sure  Fhat his wife coOp=

; erates .with him during a strike and doesn't sabotage his efforts,
-the.. miner has to give or find good motivations for the strike, -

: Inpehort .her indifferunce is not simply indifference but a- '

» 8pur.to her husband to go deeper into the heart of the thinge R

that both feel and desire, . .. _

o In faot perhape one of the reasons that the loeal hae
not moved as "1t might have 1s due to this whole question of
the women. . Though there is quite a gup between the miner and
hia, wite, the overall limits of the life of the coal fields

 alég’ ‘brings them Very close together, It means, then, that

though' the woman 18 often in the background of our relation
with_the: miner, she is there nonetheless and she 18 evaluating

ue Juet the same. It she 1a sympathetic to us, then even if-

mhac h"ﬂhn“d Asn't too excited about us, things will move eaeily.
“If she 1s. oool to us, then it beoomes diffiourt, They have o

E ;'see the relatives, or don't like perties, or thie is too

radioal, eto., eto,
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Mention has already been made of the two Negro women of the
earty days who playsd so importunt a role north of here, Danzig,
the wife of the firgt leader, played a mcast active role in the
formation of the loecal.,, And when her husband began to wasgken,
she gontinued as a verltable powerhouse of strength and confidence,
A non-party woman, #sher's wife, also was quite important ‘to the
local, She contributed money, maturity to the local and 1ta
members, At times her Jjudgements and her sense of people were
far superior to those of the group, Most recently, we have found
that the most sympathetic to our reading material have been the
women, 8o that though this 1s largely a man's area, in the sense
that there 18 almost no work for women except as housewivea, maids,
waltresses, they have been all important fic the- direot‘ﬂork of the

e

-
Wk ?f‘fi
] tha women, the Wogro haa piayed a6 céntinual a role in

the work of the Loaai that 1t is aluocst unecesgsary to make a
speoial point here, Still a few taings might be suid,

have glways bes 1emp the ea ya,—or in the
.perfphary_as oday. During the atrike aoctivities, they did not
“ggem = tike- omen - %too involved with us, We think this 18

.due to the faot ‘that much of the atrikes were run by higher layeris:

the lower layets, like the women and the Negroes, have not yet |

. found the strikes quite as proround as they would like, The
- regult was that just at thess Yoritical’ times, it seemed e

moved aw%{ rom the megro periphery around us,.

Y £ | .
our independent a tenoe*it 1s. the kind ot-prohlem :
that has concerned us more and more, . Except for the Seniority

Wiiddat there Bave-been-no major actions of any importanace,

activity, . therefore, in this past year and a half or so, has
oonsisted largely of (1) our internal existence; (2) our relations

to individuals and small groups, Of course, since Fairbanks’ is

active in‘'the union local, the problems of the local have &Lsg’
played some part in our discussions but far less than they did

‘ earlzar.

In one way, this 1ast period has been somevhat remininoent
or our early beginnings. We have sought to find not merely those

. who were active in the union but also those who were drawn to owur
-~ Adeas and activities without regard to their strict social poezt-

ion, &g 1n the begxnnzng ‘a0 too now! our friends are of many .

~ types.

‘Raoent Aotivigx | ‘ | =¥;;—_M’/,»»~\

.re oa tloua, “parhaps aaytious, and ws le

e it. _ ‘hoir réeponse was not the kin
h ney L1 his or that about the paper but’ tho
paper aa a whoie did net seem to draw them out very much, Ve '
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lnoreased our bundle in hopes that a wider distribution might
~2ind-mors sympathetic readsrs., This 1lsd nowhers 4in pariioular -
and to all intents and purposes the paper here 1s practically
& dead lssue, A part of this, asher feels, has to do with
~the fact that 1% 1s mimeoyraphed and as such has a very Limited
appeal: the published poper, he thinks, will make all the diff-

erence in the world,

. At about the tine When'thé paper was bpginning to lose
.1%8 importance in the local, came Project B opened many
doors to us, It also created a few

Ferhaps the biggest was that the Kagro miner friends we
"had given it to, who had been in on it from the very beginning,
falled %o move it with ang of the speed and wideness that we
had thought they would, % 1s 8till a questlon as to why this
1s 8o, Fart of the proovlem is made more complicated by the
faot that one Negro minsr, of alumost chance acquaintance in
another town, has done more with 1% than theése friends of
many years, - o )
It should be noted here Tfor what it is worth that Asher
~.-has all the time there. 1g to give to our work, Fairbanks is
on the afternoon shift 80 nis time is quits limited! weckends
are about the only time he has to really do work, In any
.. - -case.the.wain burden of the. work falls on.the two of us, - .
.. .. Further; the wmine community 1s.spread far and wide and, except. -
.in major:strike struggles, general mobillity i3 narrow, - ‘hese
-may;be or may . net ve of much importance but they are oonsid—
{ggrg§4ggggthat;ﬂo.gét‘thefmineffieldéfbff-fﬁqm:othen_aréés;“Thqy
- .may-help.explain some of our difficulties here, S

ﬁg;%éﬁiii; Blhéiﬁéqfué”to bféak put-0T “the igolatlion we had
been iin for some time, It @S pTobabiy the main feotor that
made posuible the puiden sheidl-antiéity/that foilowed,
. Tné Parfies - IR

C¥Tan

, Beginning .a.short time before Christmas of last year
-@wgﬁhagﬁgqﬁ;nfqnmal‘partﬁ,ofﬁq fawv people who had.known;qnﬁ
1.By BXoept for the one.!egro.wquinﬁ olass girl, the redt

Y/.u8 . Were all of the University, ohe Negro .girl and the rest
.Whits, malé. and female, . (Falrbanks was the other exception
‘hefe) ‘though he too, before his mining, had come from the = -

- University,) the mein part of the evening dealt with a .
‘-digcussion on B, Everyone seemed to have had such a good time -
-.that we had still another party a week later, To those that™ "
me.- %o, the. earlier one, thore were four more, all white and

s Bhat came to this one, This second party, unlike
wdealt. with _no politigs-or-bapke,——I At i1s’a .,
whether 1t obild-be-ocalled party! 1t Wmg .

L-FHad._or neard of Soy—ine-party itaeli; bhough;
s ad\\__‘- ‘__")-"" Ll ’




 * ;§6qedhe'th 6 bunch of ‘biues records to dance %o, Vancing was.the

was a Wonderful success and nc one seemed ready to leave, Lt
moved from lListening to musio, to.aoting on the tape, to idle
chatter and jokes, and, in general, to doing what each liked to
do. Ythe party was a natural,

.1t was at this point tnat we began to feel that “something
was hapyening".-and-instead of leavinz She next party to chancs we
decided\ (Fairbanks and sashar) to have a broader one, better
planned. and with our “orker friende present, Some two weeks
later we¢ neld the third party, ©This party was different from the
others in many ways, In the first place miners were present at
it, the first time, white and Negro, Yhelr was an almost equal
balance between the miners and the inteliectuals, Here, too, we
had some fresh musio! a miner accordionist played his polkas
and popular tunes for us, <he main activity here was danoing,
The Negro girls who had been present at the first two parties
were ungble %o come to this one,

One incident of the party tint everyone noticed has %o be
related, Two of the Nepro miners brought a friend of theirs who
knew 1little about us, He got drunk and kept making a pass at ally
the wd'mMM‘ﬂtte, intellectuals - none of. the-wived
~of-tha miners were presens), There was no. scghe-1ut the Negro
himgelf "kept thinking and aoting as though others were arbitrarily
speaking against him because he was making these advances.and.. .. . =
becalise, he ‘was Negro, We left it up to the women to take care.of . -

themselves and by and large everything went weil,

, The incident is related mainly to 1llustrate how different-
the party was from the first two, The miners, including the one . .. -
.who had gotten drunk, said they had had such a good time that they . -
pressed for another party, this one to be held in the.Hun, The:r - .
students sald they had a good time but 1t wgs not said with the .
same: type of spirit with which they spoke of the eariier ones, - =
One; however, did say lLater that this party had "opened hig eyes”,.
-Presumeably this meant opened his eyes to the importance of the
- '‘80681al question in his ltife, to which he had in the past seldom-
gilven, any epecial importance,

.. Hot quite & month after this the party in the Run was held,

.- 4¥his was in January of this year. It marked a return to the Run
‘ginge; the days of the Defense Committee of '49, But it was also
the first, time in all the time. that we had been in the whole.area

- that we.had had a party in'the Run, %he key figuresg in:this were L

. the Negro miners who worked with Fairbanks, and Fairbanks himeelf, ... ;.
They found the place, worked it up, ete, Most of the -students we i
knew_had left town becuuse it was between semesters, Unly two-of
them were present, Fittsburgh was present with one of .their Negro
girl friends, ¥rom the Hun itself were some eight miners,:whioch =
inoludes their wives, <*he accordianist again played for us but . =

cdafa s s o Ml enrsm A AL VA it Badees el eeim - tmemnl S mand mas e 2 P
. Jlll.-hﬂ VAUY, [1diD IIUD4LG QLWL U UL US L L Ur "HLUWUGD WOLO il UlWTL Sl

""main activity, The party started very slowly and finally picked
o | =19 < I
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up toward late in the evening, Une of the key miners, who

‘had been to the earller one, had expressed his desire that
‘Tthere De speaiking ail the party. Achsr.spoks and dealt with the
1imited theme of mirxing ia the ilun, No one seemed to think vary
much of the impromptu speech and 1% was even strongly crivicized
by Pittesburgh. Falrbanks also spoke and 1% was felt that he di&
a better job. & brief remark by danzig who said that she had
been glad to see tmo of the dNegro girls present me$ with the
most fuvorabie responses. Good or bad, the speeches were soon
followad by the Ffirst real sign of spirit: - everybody was
dancing and the cliques around the walls practicsally vanished,
No ons feit that this party'was a howling success: 1t had
plocked up too siowly and had ended too soon. The miner who had
been mostly responsible for 1%t felt, however, that 1t was a
beganning and that in tiuwe, ho said, 1t would be 1mpossible to
hold another party in tie pluce because of the huge orowds
anticipsted,

All in all, this s+ries of parties were the first we had
held since the Laat bigs.one of the 'S0 strike, One of the big
problems we have had to struggle With as a result of them 18
the question of the relation of the organization to-them, Une
thing that we are quite certain of and that is that thay should
not -be nor have they bsen like the Partlea that we used to hold
in ‘the old organizatlons where the "1line" -was hammered in one
“aubtie" form or another, ¢n the other hand, now we often feel
‘that what 1s being held 1s simpply a party for the sake of &=
party. o |
% y:Letwus. qualify that last point somevhat, though, Certainly - -

.. in<this.région the mere combination of white and Negro and worker .

and inteilectusl is not usual, Perhaps the "organmizetion® = =
. .exists~in ‘that 1t nakes it possible to bring together these
© - ¢otherwise ‘alien elementa? S '

{f|_ iT':.'f

, at the time of the/spiit from

L sl G
g wifje. and his baby were present at our

Ll | ’ -
-2} : , - When we. spilf-from the 5,W,P, miners = .
were agaln present\a ‘delibqrationaaklgs B‘ Throughout, then,.
. satratlliour-turning points miners huve been—pPesent 3y 'y
. <the sohool that ws held «lso aad a miner present;
,:ﬁ@;nprs‘haverbeép‘present,atfmost of the turning f the ..
#organization, the organization, as the history of this looal has
. . :shown,:has also been present in all the recent turning points -
‘¢rof’ the-miners. ~'Yne marriage has been a happy one, though not '~
: always; an. easy one, o ' L

HEE met

oAt present, the locgy is, undergoing another one of 1%8 :
odiffioutt moments., ‘vhe pé s and B have made this clear, ~The -
organization: as a waole, dourse, has also helpsed to underdceres -
. this, Yhe mein reason fop-the diffioulty, perhaps, 1is that our :

- 20 -




past activity in the life of the U,u,,, while it helped integrate
us more than before also served to remove us from the congtant
gource of deap revolutionary drive of the third lLayers, of the
Negroes and aspecially the Negro wonen, the wowen, the youth, and
the young, militant, but inactive union members, the rank-and-file,
Even, in fact, when we camne and ocome into contact with such types
our relations with them is too often formed by the prejudices and
habits of the union type of uember and activity. The plenum report
atates: “Yet on this issue fundamental class attitudes are involved,
I repeat, .thle future of the organization in theory and practice
mugt rest upon the impulges that come from the third tayer,! To
express, to find, and to work boldly with this layer near the
organization has been difficult for the local, It i3 too much
permeated with the. attitudes of the garden type of trade union
ac0tivity to see or fully understand or work out in practice the -
meaning that here class attitudes are involved.
' S \./ *
fake, as one example, The J 3 the University - let
ﬁg}ﬁone-thoae of the high schoolf, Plieffielped found the local, . They
o

iped in the miner's striue gf '49 and '50, ‘hese were not,
embers; it is to be noted, Juet friends, political and personal,
In this recent periocd of o independent existencs, they have been
- most-sympathaetic to the parties that we have held. They, however,
seldon seem.to respond to & line, the tendenoy of the unionists .
among us,” dut real wWorkers and Ne nd wo . houses.
wivég draw.a trémendoug responsg.from them, With these satudents, Lo
we vaolllatd between giving them & Tine, a program, theory, the: s~ ~
plan and:.on the other hand, of having a good time, mixing with. .- .-
ordinary peopte, etc, If they fail to respond. fully as we would
hope ian't is because they sense in us the split churacter?

' There'was the case with B, where the neighbor of a neighbor
liked it very much, Yhere was no immediate follow up aa there
should have been, while some of the less interested ones were
pursued, simply because they were olose %o the union and the
place .of work,

. The most glaring case was that of the miner who attended our
school, . Yhe follow up was weak -and timid and lengthy, Is it any
 wonder that he doesn't respond fully to us while he 1lg very much
" goncerned with the letters of our friend from Detroit who has
written to him from miles away? This miner 1s not active in the
union -but the central fact that he came to the school, was very
responsive to B, ssems to have had less importance than that he
ias npt active in the union and 18 not as articulate as the
expaerienced union members, Yet this worker, given our politiocs

and o tion, Ats insistence on the creative impulses of

. thiggfégxenf>cou1d daevelop into a personality far exceeding
.7 those e present, fast talking unionists,

""" It 4 not the intertion at all to make a case hers agalnst

the unions and the unionists, It is rather this! that the revol-
utlon has come to be thousht of nere too often as olosely allied

26
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| i ‘with the trade union movement. Th;e<has'3fiﬁhhd us, in fact,
TTf()(?’tb!tha revolution breaking out 1 peﬂizzgiégigﬁ all over the

plaoe, ‘ ~

‘Fupdemental olass attitudes are involved" (our emphasis),
It 18 'at the basis of our difriculties, . ;

But diffioulties or no, it is clear that more is required
to meet them now than merely Fairbanks ang~hahg£__ghpﬂhauab
been at this without anyone else now for elmost-thres years,
YWe are known throughout the-region and have ourselves, no
doubt, fallen into a too,%outin?)way of doing things, Except
for strike periods, the sm . 8 of the region and the mines
make 1t difficult to function freely. Certainly 'new blood ¥,
those who have had a different experience, eto., will help
to overoome soume of the more obvious-ovbstacles, You who read
and discuss this, ponsider what part you might play in a local
and reglon such as this, Consider, too, what types are needed
here, Bear in mind, further, thut while housing is no problem

Toat thewgreaent, Jobs are, The mines are the maln occupation _

here, : YThere 18 a fauset factory, two or three glass factories,

. and: one:shirt faotory that will hire women, though at present ...
“thsge are somewhat slow, Then, of course, there 1s the poss- .
~ible*work that any town will have of olerks, cabbies, eto, - .The

of employment., Finally, there. .
:chemical plant here, All of theae are slow and . .

at preaent,-1g fairly”oloﬁe_to;ﬁeing,pnhthe;oriticalg“.f$+w-5

ras . employment . goes,: 3till, as one miner said to. .

Bhgsenar?“theusood times, when people start to

ntlh o .




VOLUME XIIL. RAYA DUNAYEVSRAYA C.L.R. JAMES AND GRACE LEE (BOGGS):
PHILOSOPHIC CORRESPONDENCE, 1949-195L.

Introductory Note

This new addition to the Raya Dunayevskaya Collection consists of 35
unpublished letters between Raya Dunayevskaya, C.L.R. James, and Grace Leeas
(Boggs), written from February, 1949 through January, 1951. It was during
this critical period, marked on the one hand by the ocutbreak of the Korean
War, during which the SWP was, once again, following the Russian line; and
on.the other hand, the general strike of the West Virginiz miners in which
Dunayevskaya was very active, that the Johnson-Forest Tendency made a de-
cision to, once and for all, end its stay in the SWP.

Among the final documents handed in to the SWP's 1950 convention was
State-Capitalism and World Revolution, written by Dunayevskaya, James and
Lea. This document included, for the first time anywhere, even in the
. existence of the Johnson~Forest Tendency, a section directly on philosophy.
That section, however, centered on contradiction, whereas the philosophic
letters between Dunayevskaya, James and Lee which preceded it had concen--
trated on the Absolute Idea.

) The correspondence included ‘in this addition to the collection beging
+ with Dunayevskaya's translation of Lenin's Philosophic Notebooks -~ their
.- firat appearance in Euglish -- and her accompanying notes on them in Feb-

© " ruary and March 1949. . The letters on the Absolute Idea stop by September, -

‘,i‘1949, ‘when. James says that he will work out itas ramificatfons. He never

o ddd, -and the subsequently-written section on philosophy in State-Capitalism :
3"'and Wbrld Revolu:ion does not even go as far as the letter.

. Dunayevskaya, however, makes two nocally new, concrete propositions on
‘the basis of the letters.: First, that a worker be invited to parcicipate in

- the discussions of the work-in-progress then titled "Marxism and State-

‘Capitalism”. (These discussions are already included in the Collection. See:

f ';Vb1. VI, Sec. II.) And second, that Lenin's Philcsophic Notebooks, along .
. with the self-sctivity of the American workers, represent the ground from
which the new book was to develop. Henceforth, any economic analysis, even

‘one which viewed the world as state-capitalist, but which did not see Hu~ aﬁu :
maniam as its revolutiopary opposition, would remain economis c\‘
o ‘ oA &r,u, A 'M%km%’?”rﬂf L e 2o '.7"&' /5T Z’M

It was to_take three years, and the impact of Stalin's death for ’]
Dunayevakaya ‘to return to the study of che Absolute Idea,. and finally &f
achieve a breakthrough that established Marxist-Humanism as movement from

o practice that is itgelf a form of theory. (See her 1953 letters to Grace

Lea (Boggs), Vol. VI, Sec. I.) Only after that philoscphic leap, and only. &ﬂ4ﬁﬂ“
after the creation of a Marxist-Humanist tendency, was "Marxism and Stace-ﬁ{;?;¢lbe !
CApinalism" published as Marxism and Freedom in 1957, taking its impulse from .,
_the East German workers' revolt against Communist totali:atianism and the ‘
American workers' battle against automation. The 1953 events and the pub—~
l1ication of Marxism and Preedom did not, however, complete the development of .
the Absolute Idea for today. Rather, it remdined for Philosophy and Revolucion.
“uritten under the impact of the near-revolutions of 1968, to bring to chcir

" culmination the studies on Hegel's Absolute Idea, begun more than Ly

years before.




. Letters Inciuded in Vol. XIIT

... 1. Peb. 18, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.

on Lenin's notebooks on Hegei's Science of Legic. (Doctrine of Being.)

2. Feb. 25, 1949, Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin's Notebooks on Logic. (Doctrine of Essence.)

Hﬁrch 12, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin's Notebooks on Logic. (Doctrine of Notion.)

‘May 14, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on "circumstances surrounding” Lenin's Notebooks,

' May 17, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
on Lenin and the "aetualization of the dialectic proper."”

Maf 18, 1949. Dunayevskaya to Lee.
on.Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism.

uafizo (7), 1949. James to Lee.
on Lenin's Materialism and Empirio-Criticism and the Philosophic

‘ybgehooks.

my 275 19 4'9'.—Dfscn—éﬁiaﬁ“aaﬁ"éa}'"";raﬁéé"iad Lee.

"!Jqﬁgﬁg;,194§. .Duﬁayevskaya to James.

" on Lenin's Notebooks on Imperialism.

TiO,'Juh§f;0, 1949, James to Dunayevskaya.
v;_j;@fi:st‘fesponse to the corrvespondence thus far.

;Lla;Juﬁella,.1949; James to Dunayevskaya.
“'\*oq;Lenin'a Notebooks and the period 1914-1923.

i"¥i ‘Juna'l9 (N, 1949, James to Lee.
"*,anLanin'b method and the method of this correspondence.

iﬁ;iiuhh 20, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James. Sl
‘on the Logic, Marx's Capital and the new stage of capitalism (imperialism).

rfnib,ﬁjﬁﬁp‘ZA, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.
~g5,1qn:;he‘artic1e_£or Marcuse--notes.

i§§ iuﬁé 28, 1949, James ta Dunayevskaya. ‘
' on the article for Marcuse--notes (continued).

“16. June (?1;'1949. James to Dunayevskaya.
on abstractions in Lenin's thought.

_ii}f3d1§f2, 1949, James to Lee.
" on.abstractions in Lenin's thought.

S,

o
718." July S, 1949. Lee.to.Jnme;ifhhﬁ“
- on'abstract and concrete in Lenin.




20.

21.

22,

3= l’, V(D"”/
July 5, 19249, James to wiliiam G. p'
on conversatlons with Novack and articles in progress.

July 6, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.

on Lenin before and after 1914; on monopoly.
July 9, l§ﬁ9. Lea to James.

on Lenin and Bukharin; the Taylor system.

July 15, 1949. James to Lee.
reply to letter on Bukharim.

',Jﬁly 20, 1949. Dunayevskaya to James.

on Lenin 19;4—1917.

- July 29, 1949. Lee to James.
on Lenin 8 thebooks on the logic.

- August 16 1949. Lee to Jemes,
on Hegel'a cacesoriea of Univeraal, Particular and Individual.

5-Augusr 25 1949, James ‘to "everybody“ ‘
fon Lee g letrer of Angust 16, 1949. '

August 29, 1949.: James to Lea.
further commenrs on Lee's letter of Augusr 16 1949,

Augusr 30, 1949 Duuayevskaya to James, -
on Lenin's approach to dialectics: 1900-1902; 1908; 1914-1915.
September 4 1949. Lee to James, . .

on, Hegel's Lngic. Doctrine of Essence and "tha revolt".

.‘““_-—-—-

'nuary 30, 1950. Dunayevakaya to James,
a plans Eor Capital.

January 24, 1950. Dunayevskaya :gﬂffféé;)
hia. atuc .

Dunayevskaya to James,

~on he miners strika and Marx's writings on coal.

-Dunayevskaya to James.

n:r‘ of cagual. ]

thinking Kautskyian,




