May 11, 1985

Dear Robaert }ill,

Thanks for your letter of 4/21 which was sent to the Detroit
address while I am now with flews and lLetters in Chicage., Just in
case you didn't see the report of both the speech I gave at wWsSU
Archives and the exhibit itselrf whiech by now includes my Archives
forward to 1985 and back to the early 19203, 1 am sending you the
oopy of News & Letterg which includes thip material. Those early
jyenrs heppens to be when I was botha member of the founding Cr.mgress
of legro Labor aa wall as writing for its paper Hegpo Champion.
is indeed when also met Carveyltes,

I was very young and hardly knew all the ramifications of that
encounter, and yet, even before that year, 1925, it was the bBlack
Dimenalon that first atiracted me to American Marxists. The year.
was 1522, when I first came to the United States; I was twelve. and ‘
the red flag in a ghetto food store,as well as the neighborhood 11:3011"

ntj.ﬂcd fthat group in my mind with the Russian Revolution. I
' n_Ch:lcaso and I always appreciated the American authorities
r. atopplng ‘mAss 1uugration to New York , for Chicago  was: 4'nd
tsr. ofall i’uvusu‘slmaﬂ movements. The Palmer Haids atfmoked
3, ‘s0cialists and their Black Dimension’
> and the anarchists, - :

o Becmu in the laat ment ,_'VI rece.tved Yol. 3 of the
which centered on:the year 192%1,that brought back -ail-
o8 to ma, I nry_-mu : d'—jaeo:lng a reflection of. 'tha i
rYol, 3, Oar el i8p ‘those faots, that totality; m
98 to Lenin, Trotsky, the Ruseis
ritation to Rose Pastor Stokes to.
vary- convention that expelled thx
8t he meant had been achlioved in
he Africans -- and by A:!'rims e
or.be they Americens, or West Indisnay:
mads a distinction between® Ghietgo“i’" a:
I Jamaica, or St. Louis and Hatl] VOE Y= iR
e his vision led him to. Ah, weil, mh : % SL
to hia Subject. g

proparationa for my nw book which was. auppon
~on International Women's Day, . Narch: 8y b
th of the founder of Humanities Press, has
< Buoh “will probably not be published until. Juns. o
SFsfere-T Wild 7ot havs time to review the new Marous
_but I am sure -that Lou Turner, our Black World eolumist {whi
A the firat two voluxes) will review the third. wiu nnd

T ‘oo mad Awa P BadeaV alema Fin NP o B o _‘

ltgmm&mﬂ“ .mﬂ«ufzféﬂd i GeCgroffin, c,JM




- It ig true that for the first time upon. the

: Philip Mason, Director of the WSU Archives, I 299

“to hEve -departed from my principle that it is not the blography

an:individual that is _of. hist «philosophic importance, WY
. of ‘an 1dea, You will have ure, that in my presentation .
_’ef ‘March: 21, where I did go back to some parsonal experiences, it =
' im only when the subjective experience orosses an objective event, :
~..and that on an intsrnational scalae, o

ik 5¥qu'd§h'née“that X QOt lonesome enoughtfor Chioago-that-ndﬁ ohiyﬂ
. . 1ybut. the American Marxist-Humanists are here. Have you ever been
.- %0 Chiomgo? Do let me know if you plan any such trip; you will be .
. .welgone at my home, ' : | . S
t PR : | o | Yours sincqrely.
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AFRICAN STUDIES CENTER
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LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 90024

21st April 1985

Dear Ray:

This is just a quick note to offer you my congratulations on =
the Wayne State University Archives of Labor and Urban -
Affairs' Exhibit, "Marxist-Humanism, 1941 to Today: Its

Crigin. and Development in the U.S." I regret that I shall:

be. unable to view the exhibit myself, but I am sure that it
will hLave a large and appreciative audience. *_n

- ufthought any about working on -your political
utobiography? 'Am-I being presumptious to broach: the .
ubject? ‘Your life encompasses 80 much of the history of

‘the: Marxism over the past eixty or so yeara that it would; be_
reatly rewarding to have you recount it for us in’ detail._ '
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