May 7, 1984

Dear Kevin:

In the Christian Science Monitor of April 1éth, on p.l
extending on last p., I found a most exciting article fromSo.
Africa by a Paul Van Slambrouck about a new Black So.Afriman
Publishing Co., org'd.some 15 monthe ago. The very expreesion,
about due respect for "Shakespeare and people like that" that
the Black African writer, Mothobi Mutloatse, uses to dishhgulsh
thls pubhishing venture from Scotaville that is interested in
wiptings that "has a purnose”--"promoting the liberation siruggle”
;hg:e how very new, very revoluticnary and very important to

ollow,

I will turn the CSM article over to Lou and aek
him to gk devote the next issue's Black World to it. But
1 doubt that N&L can be trusted to the mails and ask for
an exchange of publications, and of course pay for sub, I
thought that you might write to them, send to them your ATreview
and since that would only be put 9nto a regular envelope
and simply ask to subscribe, enclosing a donation, you bright
stand a better chance of getting a copy either of some bokk or
the magazine they are tyying to pudblish (Clasgic, which has

elready been banned.

... . .. The chairman of their boarad of governors is

Es'kia Mphahlele who, you no doubt, know was the editor of

' Africa Today for a few years. I saw him at the lst Africanisg
‘Congreese in Boston, and how different his speech was there =

- .when in speeking of his novel Second Avellmg. and against Xhe -

- French Negritude writers in Presence Africaine, he insisted

.that, precisely because South Africa iwm so totally srevtheid, ...

““he 48 not 86 much for isolation, but,etec,etc. Now however.

~=and I kmugimedxx suspected ever since he gave up”"comfortable”
Am, exile to return to South Africa--he writes: "Life for an- o
oppressed person is one long, protracted, agonizing compromise,". .
But he discovered, after 20 yrs. in USA, how imperative was:
his need to return homeland: “as long as I cannot remember; .
a place by 1ts emells and the texture of its life, I'canmm't:
create a sustained literary work out of it.”" ' -

‘ Do get the issue of CSM &formulate your letter .
accordinglu, The name of their publishing co., was in homyr = -
of T,D, Mwell Skota, an early sec'y, of the ANC. I imagine
somewhere or another of the many things of my past I do mo't
have I have had something about it as I followed ANC and the
various breakaways to the left since the early 1930s and '
have some history from the 1920s.

Hurriedly, have to yrepare for REB tomorrow
- “'where we'll finally pfeaent the full 1949-50 pamphlet plue .
-a.népert of latest on move to Chi plus the main N&L repolgt = == . -

by Bugen) :
Yrs, / V
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Dear Allen:

Raya asked me to send you the enclosed carbon
of the letter she just wrote to Kevin about an sxciting
. article she found in Christian Science Monitor concerning
s now (15 months old) Skotavilie Publishing house =~ as
en independent Black publishing group in South Afriea.
As you will ses from her rnots to Kevin, she hes asked Lou
%0 take it up for the next issue, and Kevin to try % find
how we can subscribe to it and get gsome of their materisl.
(‘!hm wao no address listed in the CSH artiele.)

‘ . She wants to find soxe more about TsDe Nwell Shta :
"!br who- ﬂny mod Skotaville. As. Ly piomu' Bhetg_uruu'_

-'.i'-.. -.o -l-lu. a-..-am-u af S AN
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; or juﬂ: mris‘ !.t. as you think bnt. ‘!Mnh quoh. _

leaybontoovmono thm-emcuuya
nn'; ouo to uluan. Ropo her health ie fine thomse ml...,'




