Feb, 3, 1483
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E/// Dear Lou, Mike, Eugene:

The Afro-American writers conference that Iou just
called to our attention intereets me very much and I do think
that Lou should go there, but both the money question and whether
N::hYggk could likewliee go there will have to he discussed further
w £8.

I was trylng to see both the topics and whether Y I
knew any of the participants. The toplcs interested me a lot
although I don't know who their keynote speaker, Lance Jeffers,
is. Do you? The #W topics I especially underlined were the
question of the historian, the question of Merxism, and that
on both Black women's literature and the one on Soclology.
Since it is a writer's conference, I fear that the one on the
role of the historians would hardly be on the making of history
whereas we would definitely wish to speak of masses in motion
as history-meking and the hsitorian who knows how to appreciate

‘higtory, rather than just leaving it to the wiitten word; i.e
" acmdemic historians. We can try to discuss that further, even
,though the tine is very short.

The toplc that requires no additionsl comment because . . =
ell experts (1) is the 2PM Feb, 9 session on tho“Politlcal L
) Netionalisn, Harxism, Peminism, ste.)". Tha Pirst . -
thing: bhat 4. should:bs. oriticised is why is the world. noeontrf-'%cuw BRI
usedyon this political dimensions, since Marxisn has been: aroqnd?..'
"1br'gw't? ‘some time and in Marx, himeelf, especially as ralated ' ,
erica, he wasa most active participant both as havin
sefi" the very: first international organization of work men ,
etop the British bourgsoisie's attempt.to elde with tho -
1th" that mass foirce to establish relations directly
White House o@ well as -- and that is above all =~
1ntn¢10n was in his greatest theoretical work and in
o plphlet as well as the reporter for the Tribune and
1ations: with the Abolitioniste, not to mention the fact of hie -
:zbjectln shat.a single Black regiment would have such masntt&cent
f2act oh nerves of those greater generals in the South come"
;pg Linéoln himmelf to stop pussyfooting on this being a.war
nly "26r unification and tranaform it into a rewolutionary Ofvil
“Mpte, - Shat you, Lou, for ons, would like to speak both on the - .
o -0f.Marxism and the Blmck dimsnsion and on your own panphl.t :
»"on !?lntl Fanon. is what you should transmlt to them :

__”?d”i' Ie's harder for & male to claim the right to speak on
u,ﬂ*inlnok uonon'i 1iterature, but we certainly could take the floor
17 . and in this case, from the floor, bring in the question of
Maria S{ewirt and some of those we have reviewed in NAL of th- P
... ..presant writers. I note that SN Toni Cade is one of the gponklr-
_Hanﬁ"iho uuraly has a dual kind of background, except, as REEinstv
: _¢ her presaent fictional writing has recelved thn.v.
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sociclogy, but I consider it most important to refer both 1o
Magrud'® worka on literature and to Wole Soyinka's essays,
and not to forget to mention that, as early as 1960, not only
had Langston Hughes' M%mm included articles and
osnais a8 well as poems and storles but was the very first one
who ircluded an African woman's piece (Phyllis Ntantala) and
ghe 18 still working in the U.S. this time 'in the movement for
Black llberation.

, I actually would like a call made to N.¥. to find out
whether they could attend. I imagine that Ray Wl could flnd
a way to attend, and, indeed, he hag contacts in that city and
might be able to find out gomething the ad dossn't tell us.- There
wag one professor there (I belleve he selid his name was Wilson)
who was quite interested in getting me to spesk there, and though
it obviously fell through, he may vary well be contacted to gmee
if he could help two Blacks like Ray and Lou, even ig8 we are not.
formelly invited., Certainly out 14terature should be there, and
I would want us to be there, whether or not we are invited. :

I also sse that they eres advertising a phone -~ 202-686~6862 =« .
for further information; they advertise no admission price,; but
I don't know A that means there 1is none., You should also have.
.1ittle surprise itoms, even if only for individusls you talk with,

fﬁ@QO,ahﬂtho fact that Ghe Howard Univ. Poelitical Se qatkqj,;wa,\.;g*fif

ahaired the famous Leon Trotsky meeting and was chairman-of the .
‘Defenss Committee during the Moscow Frials, {I've Iorgaszsh
“name - again, but lou will remenber it), as well as the: .

Carter G, Woodson had arranfod‘ror the meeting of CILRJ shd:

general that N&L was motive in the 1930s in Washington. D.C:

{ﬁtr?;to‘hrhak,dqwn the Jim Crowism that existed thers.- R

Lbn;ﬁthoru was one other thing that-intpéontu-ne iy

"Tf*”ggggildn_tojtho D.C. confersnce, and that is that you should

“4gy 0, 868 some o0f our recsnt contacte and for that you . would

) '-hyié“fo"fhlk‘to Ray and find out ddtalls of whom he had meen,

. Andi6f gourge any subscribers we have there. Two of thome had -  f;”"

- “Gome;to.my mee$ing two years ago and were supposed to start .
. sorrefpanding  but thers was no £31llow-up, which ®esn't mean that .
ghome two wouldn't be present st this conference and would-ige;; SR

medlately reccgnize you if you had any literature on you.

Have a good time,
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Fou, 16, 1983

Dear Friends:

¥y report on the Afro-umerican writers conference in Wash., D.C. and trip
to New York has two aspects: 1) establishing contacts with Black intellectuals
and follow-t.hrough, and 2) ‘new openings for Raya's lecture tour,

I arr:lvad at. Howard Univ, in the middle of student protests and marchea
demanding the ‘resignation of the president of the university. This was also
the aattring of Fifth Annual ifro-American Writer's Gonference which was co-
spopsored by the American Writer's Congress and the D,C, Arts and Humanities
Council, . Unfortunately, the student protests and the writer's conference
remained in two separate worlds, not because the students didn't invite this
generation of Black writers from the 1960s to come and address their rallies
but because nons of the Black intellectusls who had come to talk about the’
relationship of Elack literature to social movements thought that the more
than 500 students protesting at Howard represented the "political dimensiona"

- of recent Black literature,

0f the aix panels that took place on Feb, 9. and 10, I was able to at~
tend 4 and.got the ckance to speak from the floor at 3 of them, The first
panel was.on role of .the higta and Black avtabiography. The most 1n-' o
tereating- speaker” wore Jaies Spady)from Temple Univ. and Joufine Braxtes from--
Maryland, _Spady. spoke: Kk labor as subject of- Blagk literature; sa:ld
that Tewple U, was_an unknown resource of:Hjack.laber archives; and present'di. '
some qQuIts Interesting material on _ArtAUT Faucett,. Jesale- Fa.ucett's  DIOtheED

ﬁlnoidentally, he:said, thet Jessie Faugeti waa,the real editor of the Crig:l.s A
R - sen’.

Ve

but that DuBolg.got. all. the. credit.. . Spady. ‘said +ha¥ -
tha;edisor, averal.pre-Harlen. Renaisq__ance journa.ls ‘which took’ labor” a.nd,,,.\
soclalt¥t-questions and that he. hankl;:lped to_found THE Th‘ila...f"eacﬁ‘ériﬂ«mim
along:with being very actiwe in the ‘esrl¥ labor movement in the Easts’ The ‘point
was that whemeas.literany. historians of the period dismiqsed .Teseie Faucett ‘s

merely a Black middle-class.womsn writer who was.in the ghadow,of; DuBols; t he{ ol

truth was that bot and her brother were in advance uﬂﬁﬁl}n ‘their- -

+/ interdst in Bla bor: and. socialism;/ Sp"p.‘ay‘ﬁ!:"‘ is -8.re cenz oonmbutor

ord Loge.n'.s Just F5idahed

ready Bad & -oopy- ofs Indignant
and:halped me :sell- two-coples by tell:l.ng :l.ntellec-bua_. s to buy 11;_95__;.“1- was one.

of-theuyery. Few autobiograptites, by a.B “told him about’ Peter >

(/619.:-]: as 'bhe* £irst Black socialist and founder of .the firat 'teaoher’s union
e he o

e

ht,.a. ,copy~of~ the 1877~ pamphle:t.,,______,_,_
S LTEG i £
it The other apeaber .‘l’oanga Braxtoni who I had met befora the. conference

J“ } / ﬁéan apoke -about::the: “%0 "reetald logt . ground" in the history’of Blag

/

. The auh:lect of her thesis.was the gutob “Be, Wella, gz /

Amagine ;that the rene

gg' (- fg:' Justices .
%sition .to,the Klan, However, Bra.xton conoentrated on Wollenl

resurgénceof s
autobiograpw as:a-‘narrative oonfessioml and Hemoir" which saught ‘fo're= -

’

cons ,_past_moments in the life of a "femi:ﬁ.st-m.ﬁixmhlkqﬂmw

ough Braxton didi't ecall-it- ectios, she sald that HGIMOMP
"“"r.aa;traw- {REGE Tho - RRGTage © g;a—y’?nm Blacic. womm'a sreat on ot ner—

ht of :onela method’. va, raoial“sfa ' at
of’wmu.n. .rrom Ahe Tloor I etimented that .the subjent” of Bldck’ ‘labor aud

Black woman in literature revealed that histo oal narrative vhen tid t0°
Black-masaes in:motion was, historical reason, JOne of ‘the pedple'I° aold ;g "

and tho Fahon pamphlet to was the. Librarian at | Univ,’ nt
Ba.ltimore County. ou.mpua. He also. RN

‘:"- \."i i . 1:; 4'
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for his .campus, a.ndI vill fgllow-up with a letter %o him,

o

The panel on “Raecent Elack literaturés: the 'P,qj,itical Dimeneion (Nationalism,
/N/ar:_d.am, Feminism, etc.") was the most prominent one, While attendance through-~
out’ the conference was.at 200, this panel filled the hall to overflowing. the

speakerg werp Toni .Cade Bambara, |Aéklyn Lynch (foruer soci¢iogy prof. at Howard

in the.60s and presently teaching at U, of Mass, Auherst), Kalam: ya Balaan (a

eultural pationdlist from New Orleans), and Amiri Baraka, ¢ade-gpoke first on
Third World expetrigte writers whd survey in their work the 1ost or bLetrdyed
revolutiona .in their -caintries, She singled outin these writers an Yemphasis
on and d_qaj:rq, for totality" as well as an tarticdlation of present tense con-
cerns', . .Against this and what Cade called the "pflmary reality of the American -
struggle" . she concluded that Marxism 46ésnit evaluaté race though it does anmalyZe
the class. dimension of Black realify; |[Ackim Lymch followed and sounded like a”
recording from the 1960s., With thd’ ‘ Wﬁ?@idhe’,az‘leédei'"qfﬂtha Black
_liberation struggle Lynch sald thAt.lwe.must write to/revolution irreeistible.”
-{However, it wasn't irresistible fnough for him to show up at the student's. rally

- that night after he.hed dcéeptdd their invitation™ ‘Baldanm, ‘the‘cultural na-

!

-

Gt

[

7
EL

s
%

- U "’:. N‘ae .'.ma]-'l.y;'.aB ol I hral
; ,’\f/éher; paneliiits he-didn't, také for granted.the fundamental relationship.of::y .:;

g
{

tionalish, expreased the, grestest duality in-tHe “thinking-of -the ‘céaference of -
Black writgrs., On .thé. one hand,. hé éXpressed such sensifivity to Bldek womeén's
liberation, ot only.bacause he tad collabokdted with his wifé dfi’a book on
Blagk.vomen and works. with a Bldck wofien's group in New Orlsads, . But, Bdlaam. -
vas the .only one_fo .aay,during thé-iholé conference that It'‘ms- no-weeldemt: ™."
jhy most.of the recent. lifafature was by ‘Women.. He wont: ofifo.sdys —~-&
"BIagk women wriling is more inventive than Black ‘men becuase:£théy haten’t:. .
joined the status guo, " Black:women’are.déarching”for'a.pell.yolees 8o what 1s .

 wrong with learning £rom women. ' Black women “as 'Mévolutionary die. fulfilling .

thiels historic nigsion as articilated by Frists Finon. ' And-in Black vomen': -
writers.vo, 866, the; political power of thé-liagifation.’i'-On the othér hand, .. <
Balaan goncluded with yét dnothér-twist on the’ conceptlon- -#imderdevelop=- .
- mentt N . y K AR _‘.' arara gt ket i . air P S foween

LAt

; ", $he-ohis ttat &Il had vaited to hear,: Unlike the.s

Black lijerature to Black masses,’ This ha gave air’ historical: outdine of stages

of, Black, soola) iovements ‘frop Abo)itd onism through-Garveylen to.the 19608 and::
showed how. Black literature™ms giver birth to and ‘Tflected yHose perlods.in. .
Black history.. ' Howeves,. his conclusion.vas-failure-of. the movement. in -the 608 -
was dus to its lack of a Marxist-Léniniat vanguard partyw.: It was only out:of..
respect that the laughter isn't-Louder. .. At.any-rate-the -discussion took off: :
but didn't-develop anything new, and I was unsuccessful in getting my hand re-

cognized £rom thi floor,, During tke 'break I did meet ‘ar Sowth -Africarn. student,
from,the Black Gonaciousngds Movement who:told we How ‘Yéiote he Thought the.:.: .
FESNY. Gonference .wag frof 18 Btruggle. The fact is ‘that ‘abgolutely na ;
mention®dfrica ai the donference,. He gave me the ‘latest: pamphldf:Tron. the BCH-
asgupad 18 THAt I1 Vas alive anu@_%l, -éapecially among ‘the youthe:. New. :":

ngs Hane eniig ‘i1 Botewana and SA, and théy had -just concluded. a com~ . -

. ,
raeo M

pmn.l mintereating on the sociology .ol DB CK: LiTSTa-
.on_Baker spoke; ' Baker is protably-the foremost . Black ...

eritidus foday, 'He'gave a very obatruse’ paper-on the social science.
methodology (gle) ofstiiicturalism and ‘the Blusa EE¥¥IR i Black IItaraitUrls: .
As agiinst the.positivism of traditional social science Baker finds:a i fresh; :
reading! of Black literituce and its Blues matrix through 'sich Bn jlecw .. .
ticlanas as Lacan, Derrida, and Foucault. When I todk the floor,. and: éxpLadned
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that Fanon's.eritique of Sartre's attempt to reduce Elack subjectivity +o a
minor term in the digplectic could also be applied to structuralism, Baker took - .
ay oriticism serious’lenough to engage me in discussion on dialectics on the .
_Bpot. We continued the discussion in the hall at the break where he bought. the. -
~~Fanon pamphlet, We got so uuch into a discussion on Hegel, Marx, Fanon and /"""T\ :
-Glalecti¢s that he wanted 4o mow who Raya was and t6Id me about a study-groups ) PEEA
., 18 was in at U, of Penn, (Phila) on Hegel!s Phenomenology of Mind. Bemause he /| /

‘,"( ‘1-‘ ‘ Y . it . L
/{zﬁd juaf, begui to study Marx and Hegel for himself he wanted to read PiR. J{"f‘;_:}r_‘i' o

=

- The last panel I attended and the one which provoked the most debate and .
emotion was the one on "Issues in Black Women's literature®. . The panel was com-
posed of four scademics, 3 women and 1 man, However, half way through the firat
paper student protestors, wostly young women, ma.rcl'?d"ohrough the corridor shouting
thelr slogan "Boycott.classes tomorrow!" and disrupting the conference entirely.

I was the only one to get up and follow them (some 300 strong) down into the . . _
s‘_r_,udent:fggg;@lt, bar where they gave-speeghea,and began a half & dozen discussion .
groups Tight on the spot./(There willlmére on the student protests in the .paper) A
Bsﬁnthe tine I got back to’conference the last paper was being read by Charles -

- RoW1l. on recent works by women writers, Rowells's comments thah Black women

~writéra-weré more latérested in form than in politics bought heated response .
from Lynch no sconer than discusséion comuwenced. Lrineh attacked Rowell not on .
the political nature of-women's literature but for saying that the literature =
of thé 1960's lacked form/~ Then Lynch turned to. the women on the pamel to . . .
challénge them to explain why ‘théy needed to speak autonomously. Rowell walks® .
owt of the confemence, others juup to their feet and demand the floor, the women

on:the panel try to bring everyone to order, Finally, I get thefé Sorand ‘say .

. thAtt1iterary:fomm 48 . political: question, - In.addressing Lynch(I/told him that
he had:%o’confess that during the.60s the political space in the Teadership of .
the yig#dient:; espécially on this campus where we.both were,. swag, dominated Ly, "

A0d. AT Blaok wonen: have. chosen SWM o letfer(Atice "
¥erle Purple); the.memoir .and play ( e's Qolored Girls); and the. auto~ . .=
biography and-fami 1y nAvrative. (LOLgewe ¥ -

]

raply and-| -arid MAFaBALl), it was as a retreat’or’
separdticn from PoTLtISE-6F the Plack.struggles ~Rather Black, women writers . .

| #7, ' vere showing thaf the personal is political and they have shbwq,,_iﬁ-ﬁin.Lﬁ’-_%?ﬁb?f;?"," . -
: \M ngtpﬂ wagn't male doninated — the mind of the Black woman, |
e And £iFBYTY, what is revealed Uy 86 iany who attack these writers has nothing )‘/-( :
'~ 80 mach to ‘do them as individuals, as it reflecté the self-criticism within the

. BIAGK Wovement Has been long overdus. If the Black movement puts Amerlcan ..

;.skvil{zation on trial, Black women are posing & serious. critigue cfrom-
that movement &8 well, ~~ ,Biring the.whole confeiénce that wes the only comment

- Which ¥8661Ved-applause,/ [Since they wouldn't let we set up & lit. table be-
cause it im prohibited At Howard, & number came out and bought everything I had
on WL and again wanted to know who Raya was. They couldn't believe thai a Marx-
ist had such an appréciation of literature. One wouman who edits & literary

: journal in D.C. wanted me to write for it, another woman who “has organized a

s =

| Tack women'E-resolrep proup WaNts 6 correspond and get whatever else we have
14 " o Black womdi, And ame-over to shake wy had to ‘+hank e for defending
" bim, while lynch's sUppe¥tef thought that I had made their point, The dialectics
ool phat - afternoon were not to be believed. I also tgliked to & ‘RAalldapsintei~ T
* leotual who had MYF and 2R as well am the Fanon pamphlet., He sald that he was
disappointed Ly the conferencé because of its lack of dialectics. He told me .
‘that Harold Cruse had & great title for & bad book that still needed to be writ-
ten, and wanted to Legin & correspondence committee of Black intellectuals who

are int;erested in dlalectics,

: “"fft is ageinst this “duckground that I went to see the Haitian Prof, who ig
the’t;had.r of the philosophy department at Howard, And while T certainly didn't

B )
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/" go to get & lecture for Raya at this late date, that is all the Haitian prof.
-would ‘takt about -~ how it is absolutely necessary for Rava to speak at Heward
. this year. “He hdd heard her.several years ago and feels that “ghe cuts the
f) finest figure as a Marxlst philesopher in the world today." 0, Hr. Twunexr ws, .
4 must have her for the day at Howard to .address a colloquium of philosophy oo
- clagseés and ‘to deliver a major paper to.the. campus. commnity, Later, I spoke .-
to a higtosy prof. about his dept, co-sponsoring and he said that he would .
1 get his part of the onorarium. - At the moment we are looking at the dates of
Mar, 14 or 15 (whichYEhe actually date of Marx's death). Another Black in-
tellectusl;| Ethelbert Miller; who is the Iibraraan at the Afro-American re—
searéh library at in “bought MiF ‘end-wants to get Raya Archive for his li-.
bgq::j,‘ "He too offered to help. . o : ] e

1 left D.C. before ths blizzard, but it caught me in NY my magic having
worn off, Ray had begun to arrange.a radie interview and thinks that we will .
be able to put together in April when he and I will attend the Marx centenpaXry .
'confé:t:eﬂce at the Univ, of Meryland. ‘ S L

1 < Hat 414 -happen +ho afternoon that I left NY was that I ‘gpent, an hour with

lorisRichardsons - She was,_very.intepested in what ve bad to_say about, the... - -
CRM and Ber role 'as’leader in the canbridge Maryland movewent, ..In looking at L
‘ néw-book-Bhe" vanted o know who RIL was. " Though she hasn't.been as active ..
a8 _ahg,:y'apﬁﬁjtﬁ“béi.sﬁe is very interested in the WLM and what it means; tn:re- -
HE}Oqah}?tOiﬁligk women.', We ‘promlsed to correspond and she took a. cop¥.of, . -/
N\ G st e e
i+ begine ve. have such Plack intellectuals as All.Magwuls
4% UCLA.’ Vince Khapoya:at Oakland. U, ip:Michiga sei A

. and OtNeTA.we “Fave ot during.Black History. Monthh. i,
S LHwnail g, And - just:yesterday we umefya youle._ e

X ke Raya lecture b

b
Mo
P PP

i nterasted”

eEtonRERt week, 1 am certsin that the ~anvergencs/ ; .

g: ”'étffﬁ;ﬁbﬁ%h‘*&hd?ﬂﬁé”iﬁﬁi?%‘éﬁﬁemryr.'h"a.a found only one philesopher /...

Lh'] vidu of M 7% and “the' Black :world as.theoretie.preparation for Black.

. : .. On in.thé‘ﬂ"igeos.‘-:’_r R S i M--,ﬁ,,._l,‘.pu-.'.--.a.ﬁ_
r\ﬂ—‘.':“ RS S ..‘{ TN e ., - st ‘.‘_-.._..‘-.......,_,., - — - .. /!
. Aduta contipus, . . oo
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GaR ot Wayho' Scale Who boughtthe Fanon.pamphlot and is reBdTAE I8
e rE a . . !iB‘c 3 R




