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!larch 28, 1983 

Dear Fl'.iEmds: · ., . 
,•, I; ' 

. . The East C~ast tour began with the Sunday, Mar.ch 13·,. rjlgU~ 
lar· l1'ew York local meeting, ~here. Teru was presenting Part II. o:f' 
the,ne~> b.ook,. and re:).a·t.ed, it· .to. the latest situ ation 'o:f' virulent 
racia171 .. in Chicag9 ,._ :f'CDllowing .. Harold 1'/ashi ngton 1 a nomination. I took 
advantage of· the .fact.· that. I was :pres.ent at the meeting in an "lln­
.aoheduled": way .. to apeak on two points: l 1 I called attention to the 
fact that having. one 'a .. eyea· alwa'ya .on the objective a::.tua;ti'on i~ ··. 
thia. wa~t 1·. when ·:one speaks on the:. book, is a good way to practioe .;t}l.e 
relatd..onahip,• of;:objective to. aubjQcti-ve; and 2) I also expanded·. on·. 
the. ·report .from· Andy.· 0n the· ~lest Virginia lecture, which was. read at 
th,is' ,mee·ting, in .. order·. both to deacri be what West Virginia was l'ilfe. 
34 years ago duri·ng th13 '49-'50 miners'General Strike, and to develope 
Hegel.' a concept: o:f return, not as fl. mere repetition o:f' the . old, but 
as a return to a previous state ~ that is so enrio)led by,, 34 years 
o:f exp·erience and·;aeH'.:..dete:t'tnination of the Idea tha't we have 
reaclred Abso'lute··Idea aa New Beginning. . . . . 

.Thattna:>r-be a·peculia;r way. to start thia·report· of thl3 .New 
'York· tour) bu-t· the i'aa.t tbat· •. I. appeared. at that local mea.tin.g where 
we ·had.' .such a diacus·a1on underl:l.na13 the· :focal point o':f th~s tour., . 
the coming· cl:mvention•r· ~nd the relationship o:£ the new. book to ,both • 

•. ·.'. ~. ~ • .. . . . . . :~1 . . ; ' . : . ••. .. 

'~ · '' · ·: .. Take; ·the·.·most. unique; aspect. o~ the New Yo~k .tour,,, .. ~ the . 
mass 11l.ed:;!.'a•·.(and,' ·in'daad, I~rd~u:bt .any,;0.th;er local·cQuJ.d .. , ~t;:t~in. as .. 
mu.cht.;on .. that-; .qu:ept.ton,) ;·.; .. Fj;rat:.~n):l. ,f-oremost was1 ~the, in.:te:r.,r~l!\'1· on an 
all-Black radio station that baa no leas than 105 .outlets, nationally, 
~Tot. on~y was this the :first time we have had the' Dlack media as a 
platform· in' ·thi5t way·,~ but what· was especially impol!tan;t .was that, 
a·Jit'ltough·.·.:the1.:1.:nterv.f:.aw was only ·a brief 15. minutes.,. th" iElaok. woman 
wh9; intemr.:l.ewed.•ma· was· so ·excited ,by the many poin.ts I. pr.",sentad . . -:­
conata.ntllyt·eh!!ting :fr.om .. Amerioe. to .(l;:frioa ,. from the Wea.t. ,:.Xnd;i.ea to 
Latiw America·,•· ·tl>om young :Bla.ck ,women· l.i·'ke Miriam .. Gai'oo:r:. p:t. S.o~th. 
Africa:· to ·.women .in· the u.s. lik.~ .l'f.aria, ,Stewart in 1833., as 1-!Bll as:. 
those ·.tn ·our.: ,own .age· -- that. the· J.aat· words from h&r in. the. inter­
v:l:ew·; wer.e·: "This· has .,certainly been a learning ;ex:perien.ce. :for .irull'" 

.. · ....... · .. '··, · ....... · · , · . . . ./J:he 
.next :hiter:vi>aw :was on ·a very dlfferen't. k.ind. of ~ta.tion: ~ balt-:bou:l.'; . 
inte~i'ew· bY! oaapsr Oi·tron. Although it· cantered Otl the book, l had 
the· opportunity; to ori ticize the cur:r<'ant events .since Andropov .came. 
to .power.''· .· 

A third interview ~aated.an entire hour with Bartell Ollman 
· on.the educatianal·atation there-- the only one in the country that 
devotes :a full hour weekly to different tendencies· wi thiri Marxism,· 
This: ~11t'Efrviaw will. not :be ai~ed·:until June, The interview on the 
:Blaow stations•·wil:l. be heard in A:9ril. And the Caspe!l:' C.l, tron show 
airs! today,·· ·obv'J:ouaJ;.y.; Hew . York will not be finished with me ,for a. 
l:o:ngjtime·, . , , ···· · · 

. ~ . : 
As for the fiv.a scheduled public meetings, :t:~rgat tha'~· · 

number. I believe it was closer to eight or nina if tlley are ever 
ce>unted·. · R· · haa ,summar.ized ;· .brJie-:t:ly, .both thl\' ~1rst., at HUllter 
'Col·lS"ge;.where our youngest ;membe:t:;! ora.t-g, was ohairJI!&D,. and. the, one 

·at New-tS·choo1: 11 A:P:ProJOimately 50 attended the Hun~er Oollega leot~e 
•desp:l;te · oompet'i tion wi·:Eh · a. tree showing ·o:t tba movle '·. 11 ~!i&a·ing, 11 in 

· · the main Asa1111iblY Hall· and the unfortunate co:lrnoidiJDc.e of a general 
student body meeting on a racently.announoad tuition hike. The 
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audience consisted o:r old :friends and several new people; includ•ing 
pome Thirq, ~o.rld _stupents .--: .. \'lpicp W!l<~ ;r:epe,e~ed in, ~he. good litera­
'ture sal.es, p,p. th'e. 11.~!;'-d,k dim~tJsipn as.~"!EI.P' ~!>, F c<;>P):!ls p:r· RL, WL, KM.,. 
Th!j be.s~1 e;=:tt.e.nd,e(i. ~,'t.~;Ll the. :J;ec'l(u_r,es;, )'/8(3\ a,~. t.~e' ~ew' School~, wh·ei'e .. 
75 crowa.~d .. fn.~ to ,hila~· .!1:. cri·.t.~_que o~ .. P,o!lt;._Ma;-x !'!e,rxi'sts,• "~t: ~as a;' 
li~'Vl.e di!Jppnoeriiing .~?· ·nP,ti,cte that near;Ly·_ a:J;;J: :;~h~, ·aup.ience ~ except 
o~ .. o.wn 1 op::tside' ·contacts were men;·· :A .substarrtia'l number r.we-re · Iran-· 
ian ' ;t>a)t i.s't'p,n;i'' or ."q'1;h!)r. ~hfp,d )'lorlo:, " !rt. appea.re~ .. •'t11a't. ;t)l~·a: :~ud~e~~ e 
at. the most "B.ophisti'cated of' radical/theoretical·' schools was ·~on ·'lihe• 
w~ole, ~ l.i:i;'tq.e, .s'tlunned by the :!Jo.mp~e))!msJv~ness o,t:· wJ-;at' t)ley ·J:i~arii~' 
:Unt,ortuna~ely, the· lev.el o! th'e' 'discuss ibn aid not· 'bEi'gin to· mattoh~'the 
prEisef\ta tipn,. as .it': 'tlo·gged do.wn in a~sser'l!';f.'o'ns o!. Marxism· .a.s: 'S true;-.-·.:'· 
turalj,st, .or So1f1nce, or purely Ob:fe.ctive. ·Non·ethel·ess, ·each• o! these 
a~:~sertio.ns· was met b'y a capsule history ci"! ·Marx' a· humanism, ·and· ·c! 
Karxi·st-Humanism through three books'· that .re:pre·sent 3'0 years o! la'bor 
and development. 11 • • · :·" ·• · · • • 

As !or CUNY, which·neard a lecture on the Ethnolo­
gical Notebooks, it was there that 'I developed !or the :first time· 
the question o! new moments as impossj,qle to catch without catching 
the very :f'irst m'Onii:nt o! diE!dbv'ery"o':f': that new cont·inent of thought 
and· revolution, espe_ciall_y a!!· :j;ha:t '4is_co_very related'· both to "V/omen •·a 
Liberation and to the Third World, '•I-t'.:.Was at· CUNY, .. also, that ·we 
·had with ·us in' 'the· audien·ce'"w'ome:n w'li'o '•c'ame clearly hostile to; post-· 
Jfarx.,.l'.arxist attitudes to WL, and who, upon !'learing me ;read the two 
page's from· the n·ew b'ook ''that ''prei!ent the' ·unlqueness' · o:r t'oday 1 s WL!'. 
~tond :'its crJ.tiq~,e o'l ·su.ch e!,t'ti tudes·, ·promptl•.< decid'ed ·to' ·come'·:·tb .;all 

. i;'i}e r.est. of:my' .mee'ti:ngs· to· fol:l'ow 'tliis• tbrOUt;!h 1 in'cl'Ucl'irig· the·'·:t'ina'J: 
sum-up at tli:e• ·l'ocal. . ... _ , ·.:. ·· · · ·::" ·1 ·•·• • · ... ,: .•. • · · · .. • .... r.·· · 

• • I ' ; \~, o o ·.' ' ' • ! • ~ . '• '• '• :. • ' ! '• :; •(• ' ' .· .. •: .. , ~. 

. , ' ·. In. b8,tw~en the: trew 'Yor)< l:eo'l!ures ;· ·r w.e:nt ~d ··Phi].l.de·~p~;!.~·. 
:f'c.r. ~:t)e.,:l~p,'j;ure .. at the Unive:.;sit_y o.:r:Pa. •-··which wall th'e most·~is­

. gusting ,.''pr.o.tesso~ily s_pe~k_i:n~, ~nd ·~ne·.m.~st exci td.:Jlg' in ·ot."tter··w~~s. 
~he disg~:~st'ing af!pect. aro:s·e ~~rom the ::tact .. that alt-li9ugh: th:l:·s'··was·,• ... · 

· scheduled·:·:rc;ir Women'!·a Hist'ci'i-y We'el<··· ',·it' ·had· been .. d.ecide'd 'tb'at) th'ii · 
to:P!c .:be~il~ •IGermaiiit·,, ·a· :'Gerilia:n -speciS:Jii·et .was need·ed ·,.:;_ who·.'turn·sa 
out. t.d; ·"tui· ·a: nia:Le ;• 'a rea·qtio:ilary·,: and:· s'omeori'e "'Whn thought he . w~s:"'tc 

.give ··the ·pO.l-lticia·l':·n:ne ,.a::nci ·I was 'to talk ·El'ijout · i'lower.s'·, birds: and' 
bees. I :need hardly tell you that is not what happened. I was so 
furious when he t'o'cilt· up 15 ·minut:'e"s· of. tllil tiliie, not· ·to'·li;ntroliuce:··me, 
other than .. e;ivi:ng uiy• :n.aili~·, llut ·to :try to .. usu:r;p the· poli.tica:t···:t:mpo,r­
ta:nce ·(or to' 'him, ·non-importance) o! Luxemllllr.g -- 'darin'g.·to ·refer· t:o . 

. 'i<he .. pe'i;ravers e,s the .Socialists -- that I yelled out so lou.d:•. you: ' 
could havtf beard· me '\back in 'New· York:· ''Do ·you ··~:now what,::Luxemburg 

·: c'alled tl\em'1'·,A ST·INK'ING '6orp~Eir• Aftl3r 'wl'iioh, · whert· '1 finally ·got the 
. :f'loor, ·I' ·hit ·so harcl' ·at hiS nial·e· chauvinism· and just' plain 'ignorance 
as con-t:ra~~ed to· the 'ge_nius,. of' IiU:Xembu:iog aria of Marx·• s· phil6's·ophy··o·:r . 
. revolut1on 1. that ·:the ·young stucl.ent.s in thE!"audience ... ga:ve me= 'a. t}lul'lder~ 
!ng ovatio'ii·whil'e··he·got no app'lause· whatsoev.er,· ·The talk:'•had· been 
taped bv the anarchist group called The Wooden Shoe :Bookstore ··to.· play 
over th~ir radio station; we haQ a good sale o:r liter~ture; and six 
signed. '!;ne· list.' tor turther 'contai:t"\>11 th us·: : ··· · :. 

' ':. ' ·.~),~I ·t~'t~:J. l·lt Sill~··.~~ ·all :f(j~·::miie~i~gS Cia~·' to :U48, 80' 
~ilclliding' 7· odp'ies Cit the :new··book;· 2•P&R; .anik.copies ~i'·•a very· wide 
variety of ·all our 1oth'er pamphlets. Yciu ·have·-·S:lread¥ :receiv.ed·•a oopy 
rit the exoellen:ti · artioie Anne r,ot.'l.nto ··Off Our Eaol<$ before the.·tolir 
liega:n, and R . go'!; an ·artici!Ef'·~·nto 'the Hunter CoUege paper before 
and another a:Ct'er the··.lecture· 'there;·'''... · · ·· · ·. · •: · ·;.- · ' : ·, · .. 
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I must also report that even before the Hunter lecture, the 
very first lecture I presented was to Kevin's class, which is study­
ing RLWLKW. as a Sociologv course, The discussion there was more 
profound in many ways than that from some of the audiences at the 
more "prestigious" schools -- and three of the students felt espeo1-· 
ally. olose to Marxist-Humanism, with one of them coming to our sum-
up meeting, · 

On my last day, just before that sum-up, cam.e still another 
interview -- this one full of still more surprises and important new 
features, Tamiment Library, which owns my Archives collection, is pre­
paring.what they are calling an 110ral Fistory of the Left," and had 

. re.quested an interview with me by Dan Georgakus. When I refused be-
· cause I doubt anv objectivity possible with him, they got a different 
interviewer who asked for mv comments on the Shechtman Archives to be 
opened next week, When I again refused because I wasn't interested 
in making·that kin4 of commentary, the interviewer not only agreed 
with me but said what he really wanted was a discussion about my own 
work, So many class struggles became obvious in that discussion that 
the young man, whose·area is labor history, taped an hour and a half 
on what turned out to be the deep roots of Marxist-Humanism in the 
labor dimension, beginning with the 1949-50 miners' strike, (I cannot 
hare go into the brainstorm I llad on this, which will have to wait -
~ntil the·tour is over and we begin actual pre-convention discussion~ 

Finally, the sum-up itself for the New York local. Five 
friends came and participated as actively as· our members in the 

W~~'c\fllt~·i·~ :~s~g;~t:· . S:l 'ilce all of these sum-ups are preliminary, I will not \1 discussion here, except to say that both the question of 

.. 

. editipn of ACOT, the question of the Elonstitution, and the 
>:_mll ... c,.·Of the trilogy of revolution .have created totally new ground 

.· .... ,.,,.-. ine.m~el'Sh.ip growth, wh!)re, on the one hand, we have over a quarter 
ci;lntury.of history and philosophy, and, on the other hand, even 

j1crn-,merrnbr~rs ·· as much at home in these discussions as the moat ·.ex-

sense·,. the New York tour has not ended yet, I'm not 
to the media events that are still to be aired, but 

that" Y, as true cultural center has extended itself not 
rn.1~1ia~1~1m'a and to Boston (where the lectures had to be re­

':'f'JlSErd be'cause they came in too late) but also to Washington, D,C,, 
··•··~~r;~:J~~Ray and ·R ·. worked very ·hard to get a lecture at American 

···• · i ty -- and the students and f'acul ty ·there were so intere·sted 
l~a:rXist-H~o~manism that they scheduled thE! talk for the only 

~~y that was open in my schedule, even though that turns out to be 
~\pril l ,. Good Friday, 

Yours, 
RAYA 


