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MARXIST~-HUMANISM, 1983: THE SUMMATION THAT IS A
NEW BEGINNING, SUBJECTIVELY AND OBJECTIVELY

INTRODUCTION: %here and How to Begin Anew? Eakyb

NEW MOMENTS IN MARX THAT FORM TRAIL TO THE 1980
)_Z~ \q,qm\

THE | UNCEAINED| DIALE IN MARX, 1843-1883,
N MARKIST-HUMANISM, 1953-1983

WHY, THEN, ARE THERE STILL BREAKDOWNS BETWEEN
THEORY AND PRACTICE, BETWEEN PHILOSOPHY AND REVOLUTION?
"3 BOOKS, NOT 1"

,in News & Letters as in all 3 books,
e Follow-through, Here and Abroad, by the Center
. ‘and in each Locality:; THE NEW in the "Who We Are and What We
-Stand  For" Statenent, Now that we have, as a Totalilty,
. Marxiem and Freedom, From 1776 Until Today:; Philosophy and
:Revolution:From Hegel to Sartre and From Marx to Mao:;

“i*Rosa Luxemburg, Women's Liberation and Maxx's Philosophy of

: Revolution as well as American Civilization on Trial: Black
. Massés as Vanguard; Indignant Heart: A Black Worker's Journal
and the Political-PhiIOBOphic Letters .
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MARXIST-HUMANISM, 1963: THE SUMMATION

SR R munmms, -8U IVELY AND OMIE
INTRODUCTIQNs dhere %'E How o Bsaﬁm? ew?5

‘I‘he reascn that we hegin, not ob ectivr-'“ly as

is that the "here and now" demends a deepsr probing into the creative mind of I'-Iarx.

'!‘he varp and voof of the Marxian dia"l.ectic. the unchained’ Hegslian dia-
1ectic, the dinlectic of the revolutionary transforma.tion is, after all, th o=

:jeotive].y and nubjectivelv. Yet PartIII of Rosa Iammburg. ’rfomm 8 I.iberation and’

Lln_r_ng_'_gi_@_hﬂ_._osonhz of Qevolution heging the probing of Marx before he fully: broke
with bourgsois aouiet.y. when he worked en his doctoral. thesis on the "Differencs -
-botweem Demooritus and Epimxrus.r ‘Thus began his very first critique or Hege'l, in'

18¢+1 a8t it appuared 1n the Notes tha.t were known only to himse'l.f. What did appear
in. the doct.om‘l. thssis 4tselfl was what pemded those Notes, 1.¢s thexquestimf “How

-

‘11'-0 bog:ln ancw? A S T A o TSN TINTS SR L TR, e

.|'.a r..-;-l-._,'

The reasct, 'bhat Question ruappears here is not. to emphasize how 1t ante~ R

dntbd *Hant. s discovery of a: who'l.s new omtinent of thought and mo‘lution, but
‘ratherf because 11'. rsappeared in“ ita trus proflmdity in Ma.rx s om grestest wark,‘ e

_Cg_p tal: (I'm:referrﬂnﬂ 'i'.o the dei‘initivo Frenoh edition, L8?5) as; weu as :Ln ‘the’ "
ORI

wrwhutnueude of his Iife, in what e now cal‘l. Marx 8 "naw moments" of diacovery
LI T ST A R T : "ot
Tﬁt me rephraae thia. Ths orucia.‘!. {:rut.h 13 t.hai'. ths questiom How to

SthdAn m S etET Blasa T fr

begin anew? informed the whole of his diatectic methodo‘l.ow - even aftsr his dis-

LR R TN TR : ]-B

L

oovery of a whole riew: aont.‘ment of thourht. even after the nublication ‘of the f:!.rst o

f‘&‘" r"‘*'I 1’ o e ".:4' i e

| editioi of Capital'ds’ we'l'l. as the 1875 edition; after the Pards Comiie, when he * -

Smepnoee oy o et Trew g

. he took issue with- H.'lkhailovakv who hnd writtm what turmd out to he whnt all Doat-

PG SIS .Use

}hrx Marxlats 1ikewlse nocentfd ¥ 3] the c'l.imx of the work, t}mt 1.3 ’ the ":iistoric i
Tendiénoy of Gapita.’l.ﬂst Acc ""'"1.-:-' s'& universals Mare, on’ the other ha.nd held
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B HOMENTS I MARX THAT ARE THE 1@05 TRALL,
'I‘he first new moment that was not rragped b the first post-Marx Marxist
generation was duc not merély to the fact that Fnzels had omitted the narseraph from

the French edition of Canmital,vhich had heen definitdvely edited hy Marx, when En~

eels transferred Merr's additions to the German, Marx's point 4n that émitted para-

graph on further industrializatien (as it tovered the whole natien) and, with it,.
althourh

the Dradomination of foreimm over internal trade, was that/the vorld market annsxed
V&st lands 'in the New Wor'l.d in #sim, in Australda,” that wouldn't abate “the-

izenora'l. orisis of canitalisn. Cn the con trarv. The nev development in capitalism
- y

meant that the ten—vca.r cvcle ha had. orteinally cited as ‘the crisis that repu'l.arly

follows capitausm s grorrrt.h would occur more often

What wasn't grasned hy a 'I.ess creat:lve m-'md than Mam 8 was that, far

wd whon! e o .

‘ from the climactio "Historica'l. Tendemcv of Capi'be.list Aceumu‘lation" simifying

: .I,-o,fvx Rl R Y L -.'"3’

\miversa'l.itv ;f.‘or aL'l. *beeimo'towical deve'l.opment, :lt characterized onlv Westem F\u'ope-,__j?

wid s S ¥ 5 .
k “hiz'fr:?}:. Ruaz.’:.anf" ??urt.fi‘o}?ooge, ra. ‘glii‘ferent pa?:l,i._t:__lfoft-.-Mam Marx:lsts i‘ai}ed :.ém
grasp this because' 1‘:hev senara.ted”economic Iaws fron ths dia lectics of rev?}?;t.ion.
E‘ggl&aga.:, ‘fm ‘the otﬁer ha.nd .it was .‘jus+ t.his oonce-pt of revolutim jvlhi::h' fim’a‘p;cjlw
everythinp, 1nc1.urJ‘.lnp- economio 'ums Ha rejected the fact of Westem capitalist

"TU'Tf"' :‘ on TRYRNnUR NONT Lot

devolopmen'h as a miverse.l for al't.. de'I.Ved .’mto the 'I.atest anthropolopicsl

PRlas S Dy ap e IR R TEY
studn‘%egg and t?en wrote to Vera. Za.sulich strassinp the noasihi'l.‘lty i‘or revrolution

it~ IR A LR Pt * , LI R
tq erupt. In a teahno’l qica. L‘l.,v 'tmokward co\mtry Iike Russia "ahead of

ot mfefanmabi-tal

e

-4

7 ]h this 'lotter to Zasul.ich he ha.d mada direot referenee to t.he "Americm" (he was ‘

B AR Lt v Y O T L -, RN apEdeyss, w

referring to Morgan's inelent 'iocietz) whose atudipa of nre—capita‘li.at. societies, e

FOaTE Moty

' Marx thought, further proved that the maaant aommurne form of deve l.opmeﬁt cou‘!.d

' T.ead Russia, if the historic conditions were ripe and it was working with West Eur- S |

ope, as we.l.l, to initiate revolution,

To make sure that none misunderstood his concept of rewolution and the

e e gt g s e
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Hhen +he Ruutan Revolution did no* qucoeed 1n ertendinrr 1tse1.f interna-

+iom.11v. whrm wor‘lﬂ canital.ism rerrained ‘I.ife and ;ta‘linl was victorious in & new
for'n of statp—oan"l.ta L¥sm, post-Mark Marrists nroved iricanable of folldwing Marx's
Promefhean visjon. This failure craated a theoretic void: inahilitv to face the
new roa'l.itv of the pos1'-\far}. ace. Fvep those vho did hal.k at any supnort of WWII:
refusing to use the ra.tiomle or that "Left" whioh explnined sts olass—collahora -
tio?'is'm wﬂ.‘liﬁ"*:he claim +hat they* werd not ‘really susporting:an imperialist war,
bt spporting anti-Nazi activities' -~ and Trotsky and the smerican Trotskvites cer-

tainlv did ‘oPpose the irmeria'l.‘lst Wy - hawrthe Ifes ended by tailemding %a‘l.inism.
o We who did fu‘l.'ly break with Trotskvism s.nd felt compelled to ‘ana I.vza the
new res.'l.ity or state-oapital‘i s_'n - and t.ho Johnson-vorest Tendency did. ‘ropreamt

a grpat t,heoret.ica.‘l advanoa in that rospect - nevertheloss faited to work “out .
. LETIU T Ny

EEAI 1 L

‘wbnf ﬂie Tcndencv was for mstmd of on‘lv what 11- waa asrainst. In a. Worr.!, it had |

et N LI S RV
state-capitalism and l.ookjng with new eyes at lahor's creativity in working, ou;t‘. new
| ‘;_:!'orms of revott. Mvertheless. ‘wéi‘e e "o’ ‘sklp “ober’ thr State-Caritaliat Ten- .
. t‘gﬂzﬂ‘he:; ohaLLenpe to 'f'rotakvi am, e wou‘t.ﬁ 'l.éavp -an: hiatorﬂc Loophoie mfthe quint-

. YR B e
dpaen{':ia'l. re‘l.a'rimshin hetwem ph‘t‘losonhy and revolution, he+ween theor-v- and prac~ .

i+ e ¥

'tioe g, 1 not to ment:.on the* search i‘or 't.ha 'I.inlc f.o thera‘hso l:u-l-,e Ly' indispet'ioable crea- e

"'"-’: &Y y rnr'“r
4\- : - .i“" 1[ ']”

tivo m‘hnr! of N.Iark. The '!H sfoi-io 'I.ink must he re—esta.hl:lshed if we arer oerioua about

.*0; viarer

v revol.ufion An our ‘aee, Tha+ rigw hen-jnning eame

tion —-— lfews and Iﬁt'ters Comwithes. 1955.

' 'V'.',- - ‘; N “',i- ". l L RYH .:.‘ ! H
SERIRORON L 'Before ‘theé eatahushmmt of the- Conmittees e had. when stm. a mrt{of

YT

‘ﬂxo §ta£e-capita l.ist Tendency, hroken through phﬂoaovhica Ll._cr on the Ahoo l.u‘bc Itlel.
"'fhat‘hupﬁened"in 1953- It is fhia. .'hlnt this. oatchinLoi‘ the new. :i.n our apoutlut

LT T

fcontinuifv with Marx " It heoomes necum

M L-PEN

fkﬁ-bo stav a 14téte” Lonfrer ‘on those two years,. l.953 to 1955, 0 work out. in mt.hour

* " own contributions, not just as apainst Trotskvism hut also against Johnsm!.sm. —_—

L e s

.
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& single issie a5 T ¢4d when I considered how wrong 1s Tenin's ecohcept of the
vanguard party for oup age. This time thé point of reference is to phi‘l.osopl‘r,v
‘itself, which Lenin did finally sce as "d:ia lectic propér” it nevertheless stopped
his Abstract of Hegel's Science of Logic ha'lf a paragraph shoit of the end of the

Absolute Tdea. "It is on that point that T first took issue with his Abstract in

" the Philosophic Notebooks. It is true that I explained my "daring"” as being neces-
sitated by the ‘objective situation which followed hig ‘death; so that wheareas he -
saw Stalinism only in embryo, we had to suffer through a whole quarter-century.of
it. “But that had not stopped me from refusing to remain.only on the "political®-

scene. Instead T went on my oun to Philo sophy of ‘Mind; and afterward . discoversd:

A}‘that ]' had a.lso gone past where Marx broke off ﬂn ‘his "Critique of the Hegelian

.'Dia'l.ectic " AR

EI .o, . o L, <. . .. Tt e et
v - Ll el . T . . . oy T . i a3

k', - naturall.y, fiot dismigsed’ ths rest as indonge~
. quen*'t;a e 'cota"i.lty of " the Hegeliin ‘ddalectis "in and for itself" had ~° g
- notendf veenifiy 1nwa.rd120ci, it Marx had ‘recreated it in the f4ct that by’
'm’then 'hé Hah: discovéred a whole hew continent of thought and “of revelutioniwhich: has
remained e grotmd for Marxists, and will continue to bé oup ground’ urtdl 5e" ‘Have

ﬁn‘ai‘l.y and totally uprovted: capitaligm, - BRI I
‘I-!\.! t h-- |rf .—;' - R S e ",._"..' b . ‘ : .

Neverthe’l.ess, it is g fact that our age had to re‘turn to Hegel :Ln ordpr

" t‘?ﬁ g-ro'\r:c out that which Marx had not "trans]ated.". What had nof become concf%-e;:}-
. for the other age had become imperative and urgent for ours. Fo.r our age..lho‘w.elvar,
| ‘t‘.'that philosophica.l. mediation became a'l.ive as forces of revo‘].ut:lon as Reason rather
M emﬂhg ‘any i‘urfher abistract deve'l.opmsnt as'that middle which.first oreates

""6&‘1' :I.'EE “Lf ' whol€, “T'm referring hot to the ‘general questich of ‘bsolute: ‘nega~

| ‘.i'fivit. fi; h:leh Marh: ‘Had f11F worked oitt &s Fevoluticn in: permanérice, but to athe T
-"Q"ﬁ?é"ff&f’éa ot the ‘final’ three Syllogistis that Hegel hims€lf had 'worked et Jonily: the

* mmﬂi:ef&rt his dcath. ~ “Evén more apccifica'l.ly T'm I*miting myself 'to “the’ i‘:!.ml
paragriph (3577) 6 Hegel's: Phiilosophy of Mifid, ‘which' states: "1t 15 tho nitupe ‘of

15415;?
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had practiced it Was that Marxism and Fregom not only brought. out. the Amer:lcan

roota. brought out Marx 8 humanism internationa'l.‘ly,and structured the who'l.e work
as a movement i‘rom practice, be it from the year 1776 to '1.789. or Marm s 1343. or
?'_.x_r_.'-;ej.vg: i:- the 1_9_595 - but also deve'l.o'ped new points of theoretlc departures

for our age.

" For News and Ietters Committees, Marxism and Freedom did become ground
both £or ereating a‘forum for a1l the new volces from below ~- be it in Workers

Battle Automation, ‘Freedom Riders Speak for Themsclives, or the Free Speech Movoment

phiphlet « ‘At €he séme time, we practical the conorctization of theory, be it in

the Afro-Aaian pamphlet or Ameriear Civilization on Trisl, But not all, even in

* in the I.etters on t.he Abso'Lutc Ideo.,

p" b iy r'T!"Ii "7-

_ dom. which covared a period of 200 years.

. v int i Bery tame ‘a new hlstoric Timiing Point ‘is réached -objectively but not
hiofked out subjoctively; thé impulse i to scparate on sere “gimple, -orioretet

| sokivicdn ‘the foad €& takes  Tho “ritégrality 6f Theofy/Practice gets pulled asunder.

THE detaiTs oL the Yainple" ‘get so fragmentsd thdt what dppears-as "skipping gver"
the generalization, the theory, is in fact a turn backward, Which 15 why Hegel

'i= the dinloetdo, yhich 4s never dn 8
- casion. T;Jhe't.l'ﬁx 'f‘hnt is oaL’led Jncobi or a

rcturn to thc old the point is that rrtrogrcssionism, comtcr-rcvo'l.ution from

o ?‘“l "Xa‘{'mo:mtim, Tslulist foliowsy ‘Tt 'is why ve totally ejéet this, not only

L BEpheeatn b

as comt.ar-revalution. tut’ ‘sven a8 tailmdins. L e et

[T . e RS S, . s LY Tl . - P
B LT I RIS i ” L) P NPT : !

 After Fanm 8, death 'hhere _was, no auch a'!‘finity of :ldeas as wo had hopod

TR

wou,ld rsm‘l:h in hilosog}y and Rmrolution being a co‘l.’%.octivo work. _ A'l'l. thnt ml
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revealed in the trips to West Europe, to Africa, 'to Hong Kong and to Japan, was
that not & single ‘independent Marxist theoretician was ready to colldborate on a

work that would challenge post-Marx Marxism..

There can be no succes_sful revolution without having labored at the
the_or_etic preparation for revolution. We refused, however, to stop. theory short
of“pllz‘ilosoph.‘f- Which is precisely why, instead of giving in te a temptation to

start Philosophy and Revolution with Chapter 9, the work 'beg:.ns with "Why Hego'l.?

Why Now?", which goes through Marx and Ienin after grappling with Hegel "in and
for lidmsolf" -~ with eyes of today. In that way we reached beyond anything dene

by any other Marxist, It is this, just this, which, at-one and the samé' timé, led
us™td ‘discover an affinity of ideas with the greatest Third World theorist,
. Frent2tFanen) and “theoretical collaboratién with Esst Europesn revolutioniriés,
- %.E'l."“r:-:}.'l'f aidd o m ol e L R T R B

Philosophy and Revolution, neverthcless, was worked out by us alonej

while the indocpendent Japa.nesé Marxists continued to operate on the level enly of
state-capitalism, we were enabled - after 1968, in the I970s when ffarx"s Ethno-
Togital iotabioks were £inally published “- to see therehis “new wonénts" and -

L '. thie ’§ﬁt&l‘f‘-'ﬁﬁé“ hiét‘bi-id'bbﬁﬁinuift:& with Marx's Marsi{sm, ‘This preparéed “the ground’

68 Luxéinbiire, Womn's Tiboration and ‘Merx's PHilosophy of Revoliticn by &ri-
Ttica.lfl.y looking “at revo‘l.ution&ry Marxists 2t the highe:g:ﬁ:ng points =<' Tenin

in thé Russisn’ Revolution and Taxemburg in the Germar Revolution of 1919 %~ as =
weli'as the newa’n“our own age; including the heweat revolutichary force’as”
Reason. Wemen"s Libera.‘bion, “hot on’l.y' ag Ided’ whose time has comé bt ds 3t has

-itsel:t‘ 'become a- Movment.

Our's'}.ogan this year -- "three books, not one" -- demands that we look

et Il i iroedbm ‘and Philosophy and Revolubich nek just as & recapitulation

1ot vl e Wt " séspostive Histord pivio
’ M . . " ’
“ind tH& hew work a(fﬁng’le tmal.ity.\ One of the owit4Cal new point s in Haza:istL-“
-NM' T ——

L PLEGL
| SISO
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Humanism reached w:lth the new book reiterates tha po:l.nt that our theoretic contri-
butions for the past t.hree decades not onlv paral'l.el. the 30-year movement from
practice but anticipate the future in the present. It. 1s seen nl.so .'m 't.he manner
in which we reject the party-to-lead concept. . We.do not stop at rejecting the
party-to-lead and .accepting the conmittee-form for a.necw relationship of theory to
practice, It is true that this means we mo beyond. Luxenburg alse, who did raise -
the quintessential point of socialist demorracy. after :th‘e ‘co‘nqugst; of poﬁglflbut ‘

ho §t111 adhered to the Party, .

But. trhat 15 totally new is t.hat e Dl.ace phﬂosophy of revo'!.ution a.nd
not ;just comi‘ttee form as pcround for orp'anization. Ina uord, e do not atop.
as she diﬂ. with fuLL aupreciation of the genius of the masses in a.ction.. Ra.ther.
we deepen that with sueh a phﬂosophic penetration of that action of the masaes
that we ca‘l.‘l. their attitude not just force tut Reason. ar Reason .means the tota'l.i-

tv ahd new un:lficaticm with the movement from theorv. _'

The fact. is that many cf ug- exper:lenced
:jective ~= for- under].:inﬁng t.he 'l:!.ttle pronoun.
roiatiunahi *4&30rﬂ”t6”ﬁ553%ica, bopinaing with its név Redson - - that is, the
form of Reaaon e, attributed to pmctice. Therebv. Left out ths over-:t.*:ri.!{ag
N signiﬂcance oi‘ the new mea.ninp' of, praetice as' a. form o:l‘ theory. which the movement S
from;_ theory: had _at'l;_zfibuted to. _11:, A revqlut:lm_ary _phi'l.osophe_r,-brganize_r.';L_s nq,
philosqpher-kihg._.:.,l_lnd.'anjfpns vho £ights on thatgrol'md contritutes to the bresk-
down_bétsreen thé'oryf@d prectice all over again. . Which 1§ exactly why t.ti:ls"‘time ,
we accompanied the words “individual responsibility" with thé phrase "for 'the phék&

T Mttt /\% g

g \) Take 'I:his Stmtmation a8 new begﬂxming.- It is the objective situation t.hat

0. compeued t.he Center to recognize ita rosponsibi‘l.itv for 80 many people needed _
4 rathqr than in the various localities, Tt doesn't mean, €ither na_.t:;.qng]:lg_/'_pr ‘

} s




~17=
Internationallly, that there will no loneer be "Have Thumh, Will Travel" adventures.
It does mean that each one must look at him or herself.in the historic mivror of
Marxist-Humanism, rather than reducing it all to the"lowest ccrmon denominator,”
There 1s no "lowest cormron denominator" when each 'lools in the historic mirror,”
because what is irmediate in activity and what is wniversel and historie is the
future in the .preaervf(ﬁ) Tt is that which we must draw ocut in full, precisely at

this urgent.nuclear moment when civilization itself is threatened with extinction,

While the id'\.ocies of the capitalist 1deo‘l.ovues are reflected in Time Magaz.‘me 8

choice oi‘ a robot as thsir annual "Ma.n of the Ysar.

We are proposing that we do not wait a year just hecause, technically, this
September is. scheduled as a Plenun year,  Instead the REB- pronosed’ -~ and it 'is
the.only moticn we are proposing -—‘that we transform the September: 1983 Iabor Day
gathering into; a Constitutional Convention.. . . R

i et e

(LIt
L

IV, THE FUTURE IN THE.PRESENT, IN NEWS & LETTERS AS. IN .“THRER. BOOKS, NOT ONE"s::
..THE FOLLOW~THROUGH, :HERE AND ABRCAD, BY THE CENTER AND. EACH LOCALITYs “-THE "

-NEW.IN THE "Who-We Are and What We Stand Por" Statement, NOW THAT WE HAVE;-<i

. 1o AS,A TOTALI?TY, "3.bocks, not:1"=~ which means Marxism and Freedon, Philosophy
and Revolution and Rosa Luxembure, *jomen's Liberation and Marx's Philosophy
.of. Revolution, as well as all ithe pamphlets that:flowed from them An ‘the>""""
cancretes American Civilization on Trial, Frantz fanon and American Hlacle
Thought,:. Workers Battle Autemation, Afro-isian Revolutions and Papt IT of ¢

Ihdignant Heart,

b ey - _._,._ll.,-.l
- T T g

« + - The.significance of Eugene's report; making one month pivotal 4o the' i
whole philosophic-organizaticnal-F&l. tasks since the Convention, resides in ‘the ov?
objective nesd to show that our theoretical cuntributions are bv no mean's simply

+

_‘_,{-‘-..4

a pnra Llel to the movement :E‘rom practice. Just as the N&L ana.'l.ysis of the An:lro v
S T BAR

phenomenon noint.ed to that t.ruth. so 13 it true of each of the thrse books nnd the

-"'.r.' +

mmphlats that sueeeeded each othar. In eaoh de-aa.de. the boolc moved hevond the

A LI
g 2 I IR T 1]

nay ocmrnnt" - that i3 t.o aav. ‘Lt antioipated the future :I.n the present. o'ng_? :

ot
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SURMARY BY RAYA FOLLOWING DISCUSSION AT EXPAMNDED REB, JAN.1, 1983

.which would present the expression to all our roaderso

Both becauee it is neoessary to be brief and because
the only two polnts I am concentrating on ~- Feter Mallory = SUF"

. Festlon that, the hieroglyphic ~3 books, not

the expression (@g&logy of Revolﬁtiggﬁl and Lou Turner's queStloﬂ
about the relationship of Black Dimerision to Marx's "ndw moments®--
heed all the time availabtle so we can at once begin pra tlcing them,
I shall not commant on the discussion dtherwise,

The reason that Mallory's "Trilogy of Revolutio

pressed me was not slmply because we are all tired of the

The more

serious attitude of appreciation ig to show exaotly how we can all

thet slogan. Fere 1s what I d1d at once, as, 2 113teneds

.111 asked myself how could the slosan. as ulalecti_
be_shown to exlst in all. thrce works, Take.‘i:: .I*.’.a_r_igan___ami

EEQEQQ&: -and ask yourself what. new was manifeeted there in. what
we call the movement from practice ior our age. Didn't the East

u.Berlin workers. when they ,demolished the statue of Stalin,actually
'express not only courage and opposition to state-capltalism but do

_form, right from under totalltarlaniem. that "Bread

and Freedom“ gained 8 new. excitement as a form of theory? And

wasn't 1t true that our other nem‘"pase of freedom" -~= the MOntgo-
mery Bus Boycott, which we raised to the same level a8 the Hungar-
ian Revoluticn, for which we were sharply criticized —- disclosed
how Marx's theorv oi revolution antiolpates the future in the pre-

‘ eent. whereas no others could sgee the Black Revolution until five
7___l‘yea.'c's 1ater, when the youth revolution in the South was born?

By ecn=

fq

_;trast. the theory of state-capitalism. without the philosophy of
Marxist—Humanism, in CIRJ's. hands. led to the hollowness of Ea_ing
rEga;L&x == which faced the new reality so little that they dared

.ﬂto say that, because Emmett Till's murder 80 aroused the Black .com-
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munity, it was correct for Correspondence not to pay attention to
the Hungarian Revolution.' Though they hurried to reprint State~

’ Cgpitglism and World Revolution { with a whole series of namés who
had nothing to do with its conception or writinp) the new was" de-
moted to a single “haw" paragraph on its cover claiming that 1t
proved they were right all along. e T

e ok

lehe dialectica of revolution embedded in the expression,
trilogy of revolution“, showe ourKEistoric—theQretic contributions
to Narxism expressed in a still newer form in PhiloSOth and_Revo-
‘;gzigg. There it bepins. with ‘the movement from practiCe //ot
with the movement_;ggg_theory, starting wiiﬁﬂﬁZ"E“TE’EEIh works
‘®ifi ‘and for themselves" so that we can see &ﬁ?ﬁf;i; had been rooted
in the Hegelian dialectic ~~ both as'a revolution in thought which
precccupied Hegel, and as'd ‘point of departure for the Merzidn di-
alectic and his theory of attial revoiution,' DPerfiit me to-gkip
- from’ that Part I, "Why Hegel? Why Now?, to ths final Fart, on our
;age.. Didn't that part not just record what was happening in’ "prace
aif“tice but show ‘a ‘new diMension also in the Black revolt; -since’ it
" "Was Hot orly’ activity. ‘but Prantz Fanon' 5 concept ‘of dialectic and
niig® calling his philosophy of liberation "a ‘new Humanism" that -
brOught about an’ affinity between 1i§? ‘The riewness in’the "BlACK
dimension Was ours slone when’ ib canie to “the question of women ‘8
Liheration, which’ wasn thone bf Fanon 8 preoccupations ‘In the” ‘garly
, 19608a whereaé s, in “the’ early 19?0s, could quote “that magnificent
j““‘Black Women g Liberationist who critictzed the’ Cuban -revolution and
demsnded 4o know her role agjgg reVOlution, asking whether ‘ghe"
o would then ot a bioom" shoved into her hands Just as under this

ioftig]

‘ t, sexist society?

eﬁo kg ‘have been transcrided <= ‘the ' "tritogy ‘of revolution" is
e made alive, with _Homen's Libe tion nd_
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preheneively preeented in philosophy, in politics and in organiza-
tion as against the elitist "vansuard party-to~lead " that we could
.issue a challenge.-to all post-Marx marxiste.

: "Triloev of revolution" can likewise sound. if not-like
‘a hleroFlyphic. like a .cliche if we don't at the same time make -
sure not to limit our concretization to the books tut to carry it
throurh: in N&L s paper and News and-.Letters Committees as organi-
:zation, as we establish new relations with readers of N&L and even
those who have never heard of us before, Which is why I was so
~impressed with Lou's question: "What I really want to know more
.- about is what ig the relationship between what we have said on
"Black dimension and what we're now sayinF on Marx's. ‘new momente'."
] A Umoment,) speaking in.terms. of HeFelian—Marxian dia-
lectice; s, 6éé;aJmm@gp_;g_jimg_%ﬁiggg_it,is_an historic momen
a new etage in history, a new factor of development. a new stage
in ‘the’ eelf—determination of Ideas.: -and in the selfbdevelopment of
‘the“Individual reaching Unlvereality. or,. to put 1t dlfferently,
mément A8 time only when and if:we define time as Marx did —- as

N7
pace for human,hevelopment.“(:@’new moment, therefore, iej:EB

"at'emerk et f N]:'ienpthy period of “labor, patlence, serioue-
D and_suffering™ of. - th o-fiegativeh ' In the case of Movx, thede
- moments appeared in the last decade cf his life,, when all L
others were jue.°£eﬁgsd ng how ill he. yas and treatlng him as. Very
nearly dead. In rutly7every hing from what was called "Aematlc
~mode 'of’ producwicn" to the climax of hle Freatest theoretical work,

bc]mit 1: ;— Accumulation of Qapital - Whlch he euddenly Sald was

T

in technoloeically backward countries like Ruesia ahead cf thé
'technologically advahced West. ‘At the same. time. there wae a res
turﬁ t his” very firet Man/Wcman concept as the most fundamen%el. o
in creatinp 8’ new eociety. . ‘ von
ChmT @ “1""fJ“ ‘Nowhere can those new- momente be expressed
'amore eloquently and’ euccinctly than on ‘the Black dimeneicn.r And
ncwhere ‘can wé ‘more clearly ‘see’ 'the difference between ‘the marxian‘
dialectic and .the half~way dialectic in. Rosa Luxemburp.ppertainly

did feel for the Black ‘dimension and gaw the horrcre of imperialiem

P \H
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greatest theoretical work:s "labor cannot emancipate itself in the
- white skin where. in the ‘black it is branded." 'In fact, this time
biarx succeeded In:getting the first Natiohdl Labor Unlon -o practice
thet es it was. initlating the new .stage of fighting for the shorten-
ing of the working dav.

. :'; Zf;o sum up Marx on the Black dimension. whether it wag
the question oi the. Abolitaonists he was collaborating with -and
_‘considering as the real bacilli for civil war.before it had even :.

srupted, writing that a new world epooh had begun with John Brownls
attack on Harper 8 Ferry and eatablishing the First International of
working men and women in England, France and Poland to work for.the
end of slavery; or whether it was the Civil War itself during which
he advised Lincoln what a singlefBlack'regiment would mean in a war
for freedom; oxr whether it was Capital itself, both theoretically
and Practically in the organization of labor unions; or whether it
.was his new look at pre~capitalist socleties and seeing the posai-
bility of revolutlion occurring there first, as well as the v131t to
Algiers where he admired the Neors, and not only as a2 question of
. "Asiatic mode of production" but the whole question of human develop-
ment -~ it is the totality of karx's Marxism which we have grappled
~with in mb Women's Liberation and Marx‘'s Philosophy of
' _sxgluiigg. as the "new passions and new forces" for the reconsiruc-
‘_tion of soclety on totally new, truly human beginnings.

1e%

I had meant to develop also the question of the differ-
ence between phenomenology and philosophy, but all I can say, and
all too briefly, is that it is important to remember that phenomeno-
logy is not just appearance, it is the philogophy of appearance.
Jon't diemiss all phenomena. Some may be no more than pure show,
but others ~~ and that is what Hegel deals with in the Phenomenology

93LEul!%;::_ﬁ£§—$h45§55€35énce of esgence.] For, as he puts. it: .
Essence must eppear,”/ It is true that from philosophy of appear-

) e the Abmclute appears as Absolute Knowledge, which ia.,
,also. howevnr. inseparable from history) we heed to go %o that of.

Essence (or what Hegel refers to as “Science of Logic" where Absoluta

~ is now Absolute Idea, the unity of theory and practice), But’ that.
_{too. does not complete the process of the journey of diacovery. We

¢7) 3§n,wil/P¢f
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4 BRIEF SUMMARY OF EXPANDED REB MEETING, JAN.1, 1983 *'

PRESENT: In addition ‘to ﬁﬁéﬁhEB;‘all of whom were present, NEB
members were present from .every ‘local

AGENDAr,, * I._ Announcements; II. Report by'Fugene on’ Ramifications.
: 7, of the Month of November (25 mind%égi IIT,: Report by

Rpya, on "Marxist-Hutanism, 1983: Summation as New Begin - . .

« wi.i DLngs, Subjectively and Objectlively (1 hre 15 min. ) Tunch = -

~® o "Breagky, IV. Discussion (3% hours): V. Summgtion by Rayai p.- T

t VI.'_‘ G..&W ' o : ' o ‘ R e Ger b, S .

. % % ' * ) .. ." ”‘f“'.':

= EUGENE bepan: with the Jevents-that occubred. in November -
+~ which he-félt revealed "th&relationship between the .immedigte ‘ob-
jective’ situation-and our Marxist-Humanist heritage, as well a3
a sense of what the Center represents.when it, is, the center of a
Marxist-Humanigts: tend « First wes.the. presehtation Raya had -

.. glven in Detrgit. o Nov, 7/0 new._hoolk just off the press and
. 7°-the .REB meeting which Followed, .in which pojnts of depariurgrwere
By developed for concretizing the book with different audiences. The

second event; 72 hours later, proved that the presgentation was no
simple demonstration of .“how to explain the book"™ dut that the pra-
x.6 Raya had in view was far .more comprehensive, The ‘death of Brezh-
nev and_ascendancy of Andropw became a hew testing ground ‘for the - .
dialectical methodology presented on Nov, 7. 'In all the znalyses :
. pouring out,ani;fantastip'épeculatiéns“frdm thg,Nspets“ @one'caught
The degeneracyAfiropov's asceridancy signifigd, por the 1link betwsen |
‘that and Folind's military rule. That. new analysis must be seen in o
' .the mirror of the whole 40 years of MarxistiHumanigt labor that be- '
gan in the early 19403 with the state-capitalist analysis, which had © A8
oearéd So:much debris from what passed for Marxism, and freed the |
. mind of one Marxist revolutionary to begin her:journey into -new = Lo
areas of Narxist thought.’ Then/came the challenge to practice with
that ifreed mings ity e NN Y- i
. e The -"bra'.ce “the ‘milti-dimenstonal -pathways of
© tHat development, Here, Eugene said, he wanted to look briefly at
| the .relationship to Russig and EastBurope: U te: 'RQQBi&n‘
1 ._,sfetBQQnithe hatare of the Russian, economy.in thc=i3dh~**3§5Er a
| R & ' : Tevoltls;

e e g e i am = < o e

| g nd-deth.actuality -in-the 19 with the East-Europe
Aoz “anfly frog the founding of our paper - on “the "secénd “dnniversary of the
: . East Gézman revolt:in l953ftq’P61énd“tqddy.'we,have-baeﬁ*rootedﬂin
Y ‘$hat §truFgle, Bul ' that rootednéss- demands theoretical-philosophic
o ;jljbprikp:ﬁré;ﬁﬁq;d;alectic-appeafs in life .~~-and.for-.us it was the
 ‘breakthyough“an ‘the Absolute Idea six weeks before June 17, 1953,
‘It mean'also“tﬁq?thaoreticaléphilopophic‘lahon.done-gfter a. high-
point in activity-in the“ way Chapter ;Sfof'iariism- nd -Freedom: ' "
- anticipated the next stage of revolt of the 19508, an losoph .
gnd Révolution in'Chapter 8 captured polnts of-departure{fromrghe_ﬂ,Ag;;,;t:
19608 and 19708, &/ It is this heritage which is the ground for all
of is from founding to newest. members of our Committees.’ o




. o Eufenegthen looked at the whcle pericd since the Conven-
tion to see this same methodology at work: AP . C
: L e .- September sawy the objec-
tive situation iﬂ3Lehanon_unfol¢ihg-so.fast that. instead of excerpt~
ing a.portion of .the Perspectives talk that had just- been given,
Raya:was, compelled to writea whole new.section beginning,with the
-magsacres. at Shatila and Sabra, although not a single point of the
thesis from the' Convention had to be rewritten. At the wvéry same REB
meeting where the new additions were presented, she made a presen-
tation on Britain which jammed together Farx on Britain with Marxiet
Humanism ih Britain, with an actual sitter-in from Britain present
to work wisth us' for six weeks. The totality is aiméd at the estab-
lishment. .of a viable Marxist~Humanist orgariization there. tob
: : : e October,

ALt
i reRs,

jus§_§2§2n¥§n¥f§F~ﬁ¢rugg;ing'to get the new e
- letter To the incoming NEB which became a PPL on
The Battle Ideéast Philosophic-The Points ol Dep e as
;1cal Tendencles Réspon he Objective Situation I
7d Lo, study. before the DOOK was agtumy—tﬂ'ﬁiry hands. We
have yet to'work out that tricing of our tendency's history through
the three books -+ i{this Expanded REB is part of that. While we
rightly focls Sr the new moments in Marx's last decade,1t is the
new moments in -Marxist-Humanism, 1941 to-'1983 which has-hrought ' -
out the new moments in’ Marx that have beén -lost for 100 years == .
not because Marx schwlars did not pogsess those manuscripis,-but be-
cause until Mdixist-Humanism possessed them, possession was'a form
of "having" rather than a form of being. ' N

. . Returning to the month of
November, Eugene focused on the two events —- our new work off the
press and a new ruler in Russia =~ in terms of how.the relation of
objective situation and Marxist-Humanist heritage became manifest in
the -activities at the Center in that period. The month: was special
because it'proved that.even when we had ngybjective" problems, and
were, acutely short-handed,, the objective situation does .not wait. It
wag. not a question of a single Lead but so powerful a reaching back
over the entire 40:year history ‘that the analysis became a-whole new
PPL, It brought sharply into focus the needed new concentration on
the -Center which had been involved in the decision to btring Low to
the Center, tiot just to focus on Black dimension, 'but on Black di-
mension gt _the Center., It has already resulted in an. important new
relationship with an African intellectu : aa .
AR S ‘ R magni-
ficently the locals have carried out.'Have Th ! '
regard--to "the!:Spring Lecture: Tour -- ar rthois what in :
period-aheadj..each local will also *Center", which will be wheXe-
‘gver "Raya~¥avduring -those two 'months. -Finally, Eugene tock up "cen-
ter! in-relationship to . .the 'newspaper -- and thejtqunew;pqints-qf
départure ‘thére 'as seen in Felix Martin's stay.f0i- the entire month
of putting out:thé. January/February issue to.gxpgriqg'éqgng;tptality
of that:to také back with him to’ West Coasty and _in.'thg-new types of
essays or tolumns:proposed hy. Raya.in Dece ber, whether :for WL page
or letters to be prihted in Theoxy/Practice columns. - .
T o T . : .:> The tdsk, he, con-
cluded, is the personficetion of Marxist-Humanist ideas .in thelr
most concrete form. The task for sach of us -~ at Center; in locals,
or at large -- is to work out projection as we inwardize, so that it
brings sbout the very needed organizational growth of Marxist-Human-

ism,

L
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. e Ve .
. RAYA'S REPORT, which was entitled "MARXIST-HUMANISM, 1983:

The Summation that is a New Beginning, Subjectively and Objectively"
had four Parts, after an Introductinn called "Where and How.t» .Begin
Anew?" The Parts were entitleds I, The Feur New Moments.in Marx
that Form the Trall t» the 1980s;. II. The Unchained Dialectigc in
Marx,  1843-1883, and in Marxist-Humanism, 1953-1983; II. why ‘then
are’ there still. Breakdowns betwecen Theory and Practice, between
Philogophy and Revolution? The Global Need for "3 books, not 1"y
and IV, The Future in the Present: The Follow-Through, Here and A-
broad, by the Center and in each ILccality; in News & Letters as in
all 3 books not 1y The New in.the "Who We Are and What We Stand For"
Statement, now that we have, as a Totallty, Marxism andiﬂgggggﬂ;_izgm

: to ‘

1776 unt $ Philosophy and Revelution, from Hegel to Sartre

d _from Marx to }iao) Rosa LuxemburgE Women's Liberation and MALL S,
Philogophy of Revclutidhjas well as American Civilization on Trial,
Black Masses as vanguards, Indlgnant Heart, A Black Worker's Journal
and the Political-Philosophlc Eeffers. Before she Degan her presen-

tatlon Raya pointed to Part IV as the "key" because it is goncrete,

- and asked us to note that it was the first time that the PPL's were

included in such a listing. . o _
) : (The entire. presentation has been repro-~ -
duced and is attached directly to these brief minutes.) _
7 e . .. ) #* - * *

.. .- IN THE DISCUSSION, which followed a brief lunch treaky - %
Sharleg Denby took the floor firat to welcome Felix Martin as:a .-
true: co~editer, contrasting the experience we had had earlier with .
our':first attémpt at having dsco-editor a 'skilled worker, JZ, who :had
left before any such'relagf‘nship could be developedd, ' and indiqat;ng
how critical Felix's.stay for the month of January would be, both be-
causé ‘no-matter how intense, the experiences in the locals cannot
substitute forr - the activity at the Center of Marxist-Humanism, and be-
cause Felix wlll .take,.these experiences back with him to the West
Coagf to idevelo pelationship there to the totality of 'N&Li .-

(&
7,7 AR ,Mike—w&ehagﬁ%g
7 presentation gn(why theré are
Eveen—tHeory_and practice} phylosophy and revo-
d of letter he wag preparing to.

only 100 years
t a decade‘sinqed“‘

‘take up es

lution and related this to the kin 23

write' o iRD centering on the fact that 1983 is no
sincé the Ethnological Notebocks were written,
they iwere finally transcribed and made availab C _
yet the'prevalling attitude to them has been afening silenc .
(His letter will appear in the Th/Pr ¢olumn of the March special cen-
tenary -issue of N&L,) R I L L '
T SR .Lou Tyrner raised as the two most signflcant-ob-

+ Jeetive events of the recent period Andropov's ascendancy on the ‘one
hand, and the Miami revolt-on the other, saying that what most:-:cone -
cerned him was the .relationship of Marx's "new moments" to the Black
dimension, Contrasting ‘the manner in:which Black intellectualg have
g0 .0ften tried to "apply" Marx, with the way in which.RD hasiconcen-
trated on: seeing how.the Black movement from,practiceghad'gp;impa¢t:I
on:Marx and thus developing an organic relationship between Black: "
.masses in motion and Marxian thought, he felt that our challenge:to-
post~Marx -Marxists on this question lies in the fact that no.others
except Marxiat-Humanists have dealt with Black rnot just as ¢olor,; but
as:philosophy, -including Aptheker who has contributed much to the:
field of Black history -- but sees it only as histor;, not philosophy.
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: .. Petery L.,A, pointed out that, at a point when we have in
hand."3 books, .not 1", "to talk about "where and how to-bégin®™ séems
like a contradiction -~ yet this is precisely what we have to answer,
because now that we have them as 2 totality we must find out how'to
max3 that "summation® e true "new beginning," and then related:this
to finding what particular individual points we can develop for dif-
ferent reviews that will nevertheleses contain the whole. _

: " Peter Mallory

began by making a suggestion for a different phrase than "three DOOKS,
not one" -- saying that he feit ."Trilogy .of Revolution" catches this
concept of .each work being a continuation of the one beiore and yet
of belng .a true totality, He then reviewed his own becoming a sdclal-
let-a full 52 years earlier when he realized that everything he had
been taught up to them had been a lie and bégan the search’far a =
philosophy of 1ifé that had led him from Socislist party to Troisky-
lsmy and from there to a conclusion that Ryssia was a capitallst -
state ‘and the discovery of a Freddie Forest who had worked out such

a theory; and finally to the break not only with Trotskyism but with
Johngonism, and the development at last of the philosophy” of Marxist-
Humanism -- the full’ articulation of which we now have in hand

with which we must now complate the organizational tasks ahead.

- Felik Martin spoke
of thefs at i d : v/ that s worker faces in this
country. t0day, noting not only the manner in which men and women are

literally: worked: to: death in the -pYants, but the -horrifying number
of suicldes Bifice thé layoffs, . Tha task that confronts us.is -how to
:bring:.out, the-new, world that is struggling to be born and that-ls™
‘part.of every activity we engage in, from a. picket line to:an article
Tor the papery . . i..... o o -ile o it
e T AT T Andy was ' struck with:another dspect of the “time elem~
-ment® relating'to . the Nov. 7 meeting on the new book in Detroit =-.
namely, .that’it was two' days later that the mine worKers ‘threw out:
thedw .Church’leadership to vote for Trumka ~- and related the kinds-
of oongtantly rew objéctive events with how we have to relate the. .
projection of-the three books to specific and concrete audiences, and
how “the series of -different brochures we now have available can ad=-

dregs this specificity. .~ - .- . S -
s :c ot .o . ... Kevin.looked both at his own development in-
the movement.in relation fo .the objective periods when the three
books ‘appeared, noting ithat it wae only after the defeat of 1968 - .
that he could move to.News & Letters; -and at what We,&rﬁgﬁgﬁfﬂéng B
--nfrom.the. responges to’the fiew book from various gudi€nces, ™ ™= . .
~that almést all who bought'the hank at the Anthrepol®gical conferene
-were:women, and that it was the supposedly “less advanced"” Black:ii .
hospital workers in one.of his classes who bought the work, while one
of; the supposedly Madvarced" students implied nobody could undersiand

U SRR T ey e e o v Sm
wvQlra-felt that.the: key to membership. growth, which is the task.. -
from.Jan, .1 to Labor Day's Constitutional Convention, was showing -
~ notsonly. the creative mind of Mark, but of Marxigt-Humanism, in.the.
“three. books, not one" as what others will want to become part of, .
This was related to everything we do -- including the new kinds of .-
lettera "on single points® that muet neverthéleas contain the whole.
- In ‘her; own assignment on the difference between phenomenology and "
ihilpsophy’ahe feli the real assignitent was to show concretely .what
.. it means, not for Luxemburg, but for today's WIM. Simply ‘saying‘RL
went wrong because she didn't aeeé “Subject", when she was the best::

‘ L (st SLPNY
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who have offered help 'in ‘translating thé rew work intd" Spanish, but
because what has become clear always is that it is the totality .of
Marxist-Humanism and not only what epecifically pepteins to ILatin,
America that they are responding to. The universallty:of M~Hism. can
be seen in dnother way -in" the facvt that to_one of our friends, Eu-
gehe's article on"Marx and non-capitalist lande” was diregtly about
Russia, while to"me''it was about Latin America. coe e e
o S Dave Park degcribed
some of the work he had been doing around the Lecture tour, contragt-
ing the way one intellectual dismissed the workers as any kind.of
revo lntiohary force on the grounds that all you naeded to givg,fhgm
was "beer:and TV", with a'Iatino worker who had told him of his. ..
early experiences with'the CP in Mexico from where he was sent to...
study in Cuba, and whom Castro wanted to send to Russia ~- an offer.
this worker turned down because he-had firmly decided that.Cuba was
"not the kind of society I ed to’ work for," Doy C
' — .. Jan said she had been
with the way the Perspectives Report to the 1956 Convention
ad been entitled “Where to Begin?" and the’ process from there to -
the. new "Who We Are“ statement that we would be putting into the
Jan/Feb issue, pointing out ho is the.arti i '
book did concretely and ‘including -not only whole 40 years as
Archives available, but that we begin with what we are .for, and not
\only what we are. against.—— : '

, ' B med- described- thé Conference of Economiets
he had just attended’and how.great it had been as- preparation for -
today's meeting to have read on the plane between the two confer-_ .
ences the Appendix with' Luxemburg's speech, in the new book, be-
cause you are struck forcefully with -what a great continuity with- .
Marx's Marxism is what we were discussing todays and how powerfully
it emphasizes that "Human power ig:its own- end," .

‘ ‘ ‘ s - .+ .Neda said,that when
we talk about Marx'e vision of a new Third World we can't leave it

at that if we-are’speaking, ettally,«to a MiddleEast audience, .

because i dmains "academic®” “what we -follow that through with
is m‘ : g gince . What has SPeC_ial urgency
for +the Iranisan "philosophic preparation” means so that
when a new moment does.appear on the: scene, you can, recognize it, It
wag to this question that she and our other Marxist-Humanist.parti—
cipants would be speaking at the washington, .D.C. conferenge.in

pr;;L,aa&~wha$~wae—masxmaigniﬁéeani—ﬂaﬁ that RD had been.invited

ot to give them. . "hi " hutan analysis of how the move-
“hent has reached the %ha point it has, Dbj

- - : R ‘gpoke on the gquestion
of "projecting the whole” in relationship to how the “whole® came
throughi'so forcefully -in RD's lead :on Andropov that it arous:d -
the ire of the "spets” on Russia +o- whom he had.spoken at ene uni-

. versity, because what. this “spets” correctly read in that Lead was
the rieed for revolution in both the. U.S. and Russiz. '
o T : : . _ ~'Mary raised the
question of the "future in the present” that must.be apparent in ail
of our activities, no matter wheéere 1t is we are active,.relating -
this to the specific work in the Bay Area, with the "three books not
one' and the coming lecture tour. : Vo S
' Erica discussed the experiences, of
the month of Wovember as it took piace in.Chicapo with ‘the co-Nation-
al Organizer there, and how that has to be the ground for their. own







