MIRLTES OF REB MEETING OF SEPT. 1€, 1983

‘Presert: A1l out Denby 111l; Suzanne excused, Diane present as sitter-in,

ﬁf-’endaa I » Carryine Qut Constitutionzl Convention Docisions: I7. Ramifications;
" TTI. Onpoinp fctivities: IV G&W

J and IX. Haya cembined the first two points on the Apenda —~ Carrying Qut the
Decisions of tha Constiutionel Convantion and their Ramifications —— in hew
presentation, stressing that first to congider is the Constiution 1tgelf. What

. hag besn concretized thare, now that we have a bdy of ideas called Marxist-
Eumenisa, articulated 4n the trilogy of revolution, %3 what 4t meant that, as
founders of Marxist~Humanism in the U,S., we would have both a paper "created so
that the voices of vevelf: from below could be hesrd not separated from the arti-
cu'latirn of a philcsophy of libteration" and a whole theoretice.‘l eoncretization of
Mar'xism for our ‘age — Harxism and Freedom,

I went back to re-~study the additions
we jugt made to the Constitutinn and ccunted 20 new points ws made there -- and
_yet they =re not a break in any sense from MSF, but, rather, a development of uhat
‘was articulated there through Philosophy and Revolution and Fosa Iuxembure, Zomen's
:Liberation, and Marx's Philosophy of Revoiution.l tried to express the 20 new
~points I counted there in one. sentence, Instead, I came up with the following
paragiraph, which axpresses both what the Constit.m;ional Convention was about -and
some of the ramificationu that will 'f‘ollow from 4t: .
In the Marx centenary ysar o=
thmr on the ong hand; we have witnessed 30 years of the movement from practice
. that .is" itself a form of theory, and, on  the other hand, the objsetive situation
‘hasg reached such & total.ity of pglobal erises in a nuclear world -- we discoverad
- the trail to the 19803 in the "new moments" Varx experienced and articulated in
his heretofore unknown writings, Those new moments, those new paths to revelu-
tion, his new return (in the llogelian sense) to his oriminal concept of Man/Woman
relationehipa, a5 we now witness the emerzence of a new Third World, help 4ilu~ -
" minate what Marx had seen from his vesy first discovary of a new continent of
thought and revolution,.world revolution -~ what Marx cal'l.ed "yevolution in per-
manenca."”

Totaliy new is this re-examination cf the re‘lationship of .,pontaneity to
orzanization and ths ra-worling of "revolution in parmenence,” hoth in relation-
sh:lp tc & new unifiecation of theory and practice and as pround of organization {t-
self. Finally, the need for orpanizational erowth and the projection of a new
tyve of member compel the realizatlon of what the Critique of the Gotha Prosramme
orojucts reparding a new society which will end the division between mental and
manual lebor. Thus, and only thus, will there finally emerge & New Man, a Naw
Woman, a New Society.

Raya then developed further tha Hepgolian concept of return, stressing
that. vhere others admit that there wers "new moments" in Marx's ; 1ast decade, they
see these new moments as a brealc with what Marx had develdped up to then, Varxisi-
flumanism seesthese new momsnts as the highest concretization of ‘his whols 40 years.
The concept of' the 20 "news" that RD had counted in the amerdments we had just
added rust be the ground for orpanizational growth and new members as we hegin
to snell out the ramifications of this very special conventioen,

The Perspectives
fieport togother with the new paragraphs added to RIWLEM over the past year has
already been sent out as. Post-Convention Bulletin No. 1; the Reports on Qreanica -
tion, Paper, Constitution, and T'enhy's Staterent are now being stencilled to send
out a5 Tulletin Weo. 2; and ¥ike's Summation will he ready to mail.cut by the end
of the firast week in Octoher, TLave, in K,Y,, has been asked to typeset a sample
pape of the Constitution, and we will atm to have that printed as soon as possible,
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Raya satd she” had edited her letter an "Revolutions and Fhilosophies" and Proposed
that wo repubissh it as thus expanded, She had also made notations for another
' new paragragh® fop RIWLKRN;, which wleht be- included ag g post-script to that letter.
+* The puragreph would be for adding to p. 180 of RIML¥M, afier paragraph 3, vhers
RD hed written: "It wes no acciden sos, that Fneels, who certainly agreed with .
- Marx's andlysisof the Asia % T predijet fon, novertheless skipped cver the
qQuestian of the Oriental @ ‘1 his ‘ahalys{§ of Prinitive Sommunism 4n The
. Qedodh of the - She s&1d” she’ lonew’ she had not”“proved” 4t was "ng aecil
she had now' w_di-keg' put- and wanted to include., Thé
: id g .i:.how'ing that ‘Engdls lef ?Asiatiq node of Production becance
© he was' né didlecticlon,” From the béainning, eren ‘when he was helping Varx with
_"l;hb.-,‘_l'gihmaj'?'gﬂic“[q& 2 he saw dhly "Oriental*despotisn'y and’ hiot its dialectic oppo-
site. =T that'is,. what" tha Somitne had thy potential to become,’ Whan Marx later -
vags verking:on his BY and became excited about the Tdiah dommine: forms, ke never
‘#ﬂ“#ﬁd,fbfmm:ﬂhnt_ he- liad" earlier dona on.the Asiatic mode of ‘preduction, But
-hetatse Eigels. continued: to be wnildnéar 4n his view, he embracsd Morzan ag virtu~
L1 &-d1hlecticn]l materiklist, and 4% completely prevanted hinm from erasping
Marx’s. eritique ¢ “the” communal; Topma .t it e Y et
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- The. ac'tua;j:'.woi-kii:g,'oi.t%'bf this parégraph;
‘on "Revoluw

bowavisry/ as” well & o+tns of an edited and ~expahded Eetter ¢ _
. tiens mad. Phitoduphies™. would have' to'wasit until after tha rétuin’ from New York
.next week, - : - Pee L o e :
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,—————< In the 18505, for example, what Jnspirad
Marx to return to the study of prs-capltalist
formations and gave him a new appraciation of -
ancient snc%aty and its craftswan was the Taiping.¥~

" Kavolution. It opetied sv many doors to "his.

tory and its process" that Marx now ccncluded
that, historically-materiaiisticaliy spasking,
& new stage of preduction, far Lrom being a mere
change in preperty-form, be it "Hest" or "East,”
was such a change in production-relations that

it disclosed, in embryc, Lhs didlectics of actual
revolution.

ety
gﬁaj. ¥arx, 4n the Grundrisse, had defined
as :;(h_?n’abgmtammemmgoming" had ma- -
tur: X the lasi decade of his 1ife as new wo-
mouts Y- a miltilinear view of human development
as well as a dialechic duality within each forma-
tion. From within each formation evolved both
the enij of the olj and -the beginning of the new.
Whether Harx was stujying the communal or the
- despotic torm of property, it was the humap re-
sistance of the Subject that revealed The direc-
tion of resolving the contrajictions. Harx trans-
formed Wnat, to Hegel, was the synthésis of the .
" Self-Thinking Ldea" and the “Self-Bringing - J

Ferth of Liberty" as the emergence of a new soci.
et_there werse
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As agasnSTTETX's mu ear view which o
kept Marx from attempting amy blueprint for fu- 1%1‘11-&;

tuie generations, Ingels' unilinear view led him
to mechanical positivism. By no. accident what-
ever, such one-dimensionality kept him from see-
ing either the communal form under "Oriental des-
potism” or the duslity in "primitive communism"
in Morgan's anclent Scelety. No wonder, -although
Engels had accepted Marx's view of the Asiatic:
mode of production as fundamental enough to con~
stitute a fourth form of human development, he
had left it out altogether from his anslysis of
primitive communism in the first beok he wrote as
a “"Bequest" of Marx —- Qrigin of the Family. By
then tngels had confined Marx's revolutionary di-

alectics and historical materialism to hardly
more than Morgan's "materialism."




