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_ the yrofoundly emcticnal prophetic Black English the Chief Feiest telle -

| tomorrow.”

- Africm, ‘the ¥West Indies and the United States--ii{ im the ever-live
4risngular

~+ as xithia the afa and within the game language, And this far transcends . '

- but”the positivenese of how the “backward® was actually both the more

_,'/orf megnilicent African poet, Chinua Achebe.

7 in the Harx contanms.'y I completed my latest

. g rﬁ case, despite our different politicsl views, I felt there was an
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Dec.12, 1982

Dear Professor Mezrul:

, Thank you for sending me your address in Nigeria. I hopre
long befora next June whenycu raturn to the U,S. I will have had the o ~
porsunity Zo meet iou, Having followed your writings for years, especlallyy
since the publication of your a v I B
highly recommended it {o white audlences in the hope % they will lsern
how to ground their attitudes to the Black Dimension in twoe dirsctions,
Ons was the method with which you contraet the belief in one God to the
gowcalled animioms ",,.religions that inalst on the cneness of God have,
in the shor{ run, bean more intolerant than religions that have anccepted
divine sultiplicity.” ‘ .

' The other direction is the context in which you pliace
*Languagze and Bleck Destiny.” In that section I have singled out the
counssrpossition of expressing onesslf in in the quean®s English and

why he Lo sendéing'a son to a missionary schools "I want one of my sons to
Join thes» pecple and be my eyea thero...mi spirit telis me that those :
who do not bafriend the white man todey wlll be saying had wg kneen

.. - Ky point was that it is truo I have always emphasized the .
- quintesgential importance of intercommunicativih betwsaen the sges, whether
that covered Hegel, Xarx and tha present age, or what I cslled the.vulgay
matexriailatic way white American hiutory texts "still dwell in detail
on the: long~dead triengular trade of rum, molasses and slaves--batweon

1) developmont ¢f internationalism, masses in action and
“whick is the dominant forca today.” But what you achieved in *lLangusge
and Blzick Destiny® iz not so much intsrcommunicatiosn between- the ages

no% only tha nliche of regerring langunge, "It's all Greek (o Sanskrit)

to =a, bnd'the seewpingly non~clichs rejection of different meanings of

the ssme words by dienig any other dut one's own views as "dogmetimm,.”
- Thum, at one znd the smame time, you not only exposed underlying prejudice,

gdyrntad and subtle but aluo an "art for art's sake® mora beautiful
: than the quecn's or king'c English., With the help, of course,

The impulse to attempt contacting you now "in psreon”

. {through my colleagus, Iou Turner} came, of cm?;ae._ 2rom the ract that .
work, g

8] bt E ax 3 P 0 i-L':,."i e, Oon a suriace,
appsars he concarned w Ruseian, Pollish, German revoluticnavries
rather than US, eapgcimlly Black, btut infuct, that im, in the context
.ot the prement age's glotal views, rermits me to return to 1831 and
Maria Stewert, through the 1940s when I troks from Trotsky whose secretary
I had besn, to the last two dacades when Black Dimension moant not
sione my preoccuyation with Black America but with Africs not alene in
affinity of idear of freedom, but my 4rip to West Africa in the 1960s.

ty of \ldeas both on theBiack Dimensicn and on world cultres, which,’

/I assuR g8 not subordinate loso Would you be interested in
',whg'c i §élf°9the athexr Amer ca“pgi" larm{:- aa?a rn the U.S.g I

‘have deposited all my documents (1941 to today)at the Wayne Siate Univer~

sity Labor Archives. (I believe Michizan University has bought the

mirwa®Im. T annlore the ruide to them, IEnclosed also is a bosk, 43’7 !
f !'/Z’Jtt




