
,,u"l!st 20, 1902 
'I '." -. I . ~ . 

~ r ~ .· 

' ' 

BO'ne a ,.,ost conor.-tc person, who js nevertheless alHavs rooted in the 
"th!'ee books·;··not one ".-- !lspeo1&11v the ne>~ 'bool<, Rosa Lux6111burg~ Women's tt~­
ation r.."'UI·•~-:a""'s · Phllosop!;y of R<wolut101J.1 ~d.eiiP"oiAl~Chspt.er on "The Task) . 
~U-.pts to···'lll!.:JlQ116a The_ Unique· @i_,<l;.tl!\~ Contril:ortr~-w.men·D 
"1berat1ori"HWi!iiiiint" ::.~ I found I was;1lot fu1l.y satiafied with the lAst p&l'e of 
that'•Part·n,· 'l!eioe-ar .. the·tw additions I thought' ofa 

h·~.: '".. '·: ' .. . . . _. ..... . "-. {_ . 

·· · ', 'l)·lh '-'he'thir<i )lio;..,graph ~-th•·ernl, Which ~ritioizes the old concept 
of woman A~ '·"h&lPIII&te," I think w!l&t' shOulcl be··ac!ded is a · • · . ; :· -- ... ·-~. 

. ;' '··~~the oon~ey, lwtar:f prcnr~ ~:.very' di!fer!ll'~ · 
, ___ .-,,_-::·.:.:, .~,_~ _· ' \: ·truth~· whstbOO:o Wi:l·look-ht -.?~br.Uar.Y·l917; whe;--e· the· women· were 

.. ,, '· · · ··. tlle·inie~ ·who init-:1.ilt.ed,.thi>·revoliltionl'>lhe.th&r·>m turr. :t:urther · 
(' i_' · · 'bo.ok' ·ta'thel'!'ersl.An ·i!.<m>lutton·· o£'·:1906-'ll; Where• the W<'l1181l' ., ..... ~ ... · 

'!J ., ·- ' ·o:th8>Vtiey' firS't "Cli!EM 1s aoVi9tl ·ol':whather•We look t.o our. 01111:' ,_., ,··-" 
• ·:,. ·' ·a~ in the 1970s·!lzrPcrtur;at,'wl:era Iaobe'L do Carma ra1sed•tha '._,.·, 
:& ' •f~· ' total.l,i n.;...r oonoeJlt· of>i·amt:!.darism<>, ·It- is. preois"l,Y beoawte 

./\)l•v{:J~.' -'·.(tl' ·, «omen's 'liberotianiete are· bOth· revolutionary force!!& ·'Rea~Qn ·, 
" 1' ·' 1/--' ' that' thev O.!'e cruciel. · If w: are to- achieve· success in ·the . 
.. r.J · 

1 
><!r · ' / nav \'9volutioris 1"1te .have to see that thi; Ul'!'ooting of the old 

.:'.v·;'c! •-::,. ~ ta:-al <from the start,•" : ' · ; · ," . 
.... -···"·' .. -..., ::·'' ' ' ' 

?.) An~ in the pmulti.,ate parsfn'O.l)h, 11hich o11ds uith "do not separate 
practice from theory,~~ .acid .. th$ sentence a 

::--,,_!'.-:-::-·~·· · -·. /.,..,-~·fr .. :, · _ ' - ···--_----,--:-:;---·-::---- .: .. :,~.:-:: .. -- -----~--------·-.---·---":'7'---:--··--. __ ... _ 
·" -~' 1

:1hi. · ch is. ·Hhat Luxeniburg ·meant wh. en. ahe ·defined "beinp, hUJ111111", as) 
··· · · · ."joyful.l,y thrcminp; your life on the scales of.d~t:tn,y•·" .... , · · 

,.,._. ... . . ____ ,--------.-.·-,-- ·--~·_'-"_-· --_- ---- -· .. ·· . - :, .· . 

It' point in makinp; these t>1o ·suggestions for .~dditions is that ·.this sort 
of thing I!IU.•t b, in ench one's min~ very nearl,Y ev~ry time they· speak on. the new 
book, Each one rnuat not on'l,v concretize the book turthe1', day ir. 9'l!hy out, be-

·"tv.een' n'<'' and >rhen you eonberk on your journeys of '1!avo Thumb, Will Travel," for 
it's '011l.V ':lri' -u...t Tolay that .the projection of Rosa Luxemburg, ·lolo.,., 's Lihel"ation 
and '•!at'X's Philosophy oi' RevolUtion.,..,.'!~ r&su.lt not onlJr in organizational growth, 
but, indeed j'in ·helping to ·lay the ground .for th~ A>lerican i!evolution, 

Please d:l•ouss this letter at your Con!ere;,cs on SsptembGr J ~ you 
wUL hav..:hssl'<l Suzarme's nnt~.ona1 report 1 ·Jinne's Latin Alo!srican report, and have 
had at 1'3ast an hour's discussion from the fiocr, 

S~ething lui~ otrt!ck "'e ve17 strongl,y these days whsn I seem to be ~adin11: 
·women's Liberation rd!\tr.ri41 :1!'1 a trul,Y global frammrork, from Iran to Af'rica --
and that is that, clasp:tte the vary nearl,y tilllitleso outpouring of multitudinous 
Vi8liS 1 it all ends up in a sin!!le question. Th" one th:ll'l~ that al.'L seem to de!lland, 
when they rajoot ·our vie•• of '<Ol!l8l\ as Reason as. we'll as revolutionary force, ·is 
"pl'Oot'! that wc'D.en are Reason, _ Even the rei'omists do seep1 to accept tllatt women · 
Are roevotutionary :force- --but don't like. the word " revolutionary," and sen to 
prefer to talk, :ll'lstead, about hol< things l!IUst "change." /o1d those who do aspire 
to revolut:IO!> nevertheless seem wei(!hted. down by thair own aspirations, Thoy seem 
so onnociO'US that it is the 1on!')lst·revo1ution _eve:~~ in which the change >ru~t begin 

. at tb8 vet7 stal"t, that thoy •lind up fsaling that sinc0 ue have r.ever had oithe>' 
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t:fue equnlity or rx<rcis¢d AllY sort of 1<eMrship 1 th<r¢ is no hopr it wiU <:ver 
chang<". Thr.y thcmsr1vrs f.all :Into- t.hc ·trap -of consid<rin~ thr mm tl"ll1;; supari.;>r,,­
bt:t sim-:oly saying men hnvr- A lot of chances that .t-t£ cion 't~ It· srems to me: impera­
tive to tell them not to mel<:£ any such oono1usions 1mtil !fE!:. thry h,tl(l1 r-eally· 
gone thr<>ugh hU.tol'Y and srrn human bGings llS the makers ot' tho.t history, 

-:tY :T;~~:~e '<i~ •• ~;Q.n:or,~1nd ~e t;.~ I'Omts at ,;hicl. B~o~ ~omrn ~" 
rais~:~j.r.ds~:~:~ues~ions· •.,.-one oi'->rM,ch ltd .to a _s_e~lltion•.fro"' their o':?' ·, 

's'bt'o'flmd~:re, . Whilil'llic. othn involt>-ed· th<>' whole question. o£-names, · I ""'• 01 
course, 'N!fcrring --to Harriet· Tnbnan and Soj~u:mer Truth- end .t.heir ·d.ifferences -with. 
Fl-ed erick Dcug:tass, who had o.&:ld ·.that: the otruggle · .ror. wo~ttn! s-.sufi)-age; I'IUStc; bG 
givrn up it they >r¢re to win any suf.!'rage for ll1e.clc msn, Thr wey it has bGrn ar­
go~i>d·~ 's'inctr •-:s.rli:b!ltlgela-:l:Ui.Vis, ewn:.goe~~ :tar, as·. to say .thst.Har?."i<t Tub­
;nar, IUld Sojourner Truth ne""''· wrohg,ar.d Fred¢rick Douglass >ras, r:l.ght, l:ooause, in · 
fact, they would01't have >ron anything if they had burdrnerJ their fight >lith the 

. d<'IIIIU!d ~lao-tot<'Votnm•s:wi'i'rage.,..,. has-:,been to;~uoe·_it·all t? .. " qusstion or:· , 
1 

taotice; ··c.That::is • E'J!ac~_:h~j~1;h~- alw~:TS t~_:: /]luoti:ag_~·-_t __ gyl_i_~~!L!'J'd .dialectica 
~,g~t~Ul!'i~\'JcimlLe~j;~A: prinoipl';"; ~ets_:_l'Muord to. the questio!l of the 

..._ _A -' .~~~' ta:c:'Erc 'l'equll'£d; ~<lil· -i.rc·Jt!;e, tillms• J:m>VQ .tbiij; you·>~t""PP~' g!!: £urth~ . .Y~ 
'I il'-1'8-l'E' told •to· for.;rt tfu: •. p,,:lnci-pl.F,-:,.,bicb, ·:ls'•.thc .fl1'0un9 ·for. £uture-.-th~ory!r ~ev~ 

.• {(.\.</ l;?l>ugl~si{ • Wals• l>ight•ort, th• _question, of.o t.aotic ,, ohou'J4,•h<_ no.t, hav" _said ((W_h£.._!~ 
~--JJaJl.l!!!t the '!Jnt_al)i:l·. thClcc"grffa t ·contribution- So1joJ,Imer .,Truth, had· mn,dd r ·~·ihile "" 

"):Y,oannot ,ift,,£or ./~Fat ~:bo7~oio.,;,lt,Aet'iii';;,;J<;, sur.c. to ... includr: that, as the principle 
• we 'lo"ill fii!ht•:ro~.t·..,ndndil!b•""'"r .. :>-~trtat•from, .. •D1d~E<l, )4<: ours.eJ,vf/U.'Il1Ust div£· deep­

or :Into 'wlult·:!!:t ''ia · tli<' women :are ;der.andin!fo' wh:l.oh inv;olvcs· a: total virw of the rela­
tionshi!>. or Nan to Woman i'ar beyond the m er<: .question of'. th., vo~e ··" . Woulrln It 
tn..t hllve kept the men from rorgrtting the princi'plc-rii1st'cl' bv the ~<omrn unt:n it 
r.,apP<;Iireil''ts !4·•r..Vo:Lu'tion •100 y8a'ril' .i,;,ter? ·'": -, ., .: · . · , '··· .. , .. : 

• OJ 0 ; •• : "~~:"-"••:·{i' ~~·,"::. ~ .. ·.: <·~:··~ 
- · , }':"t•_, n_o_ d~~.b~, is spcculati:'" "- but th<l1 I am on'I,y q):'~~inl< ' J.'¢>1 e:xampl"s 

-- n<>t ~e- t!tior<" ai'l'n•':t;.dozens ·or-·-evmr·hundrtds.:mor¢,-:from <J:?Jj9. to• 1848J !rom 
11348. to l iJ ":fl•om--'l87t'·to@9~r and ev.-n:.>rlirn:we hav£-no·rsvoltit10)1'1 ;,;s in the 

,...<ID..Q:l, re was Ding Ling ;rho sa~< t·rhat haJ2prn<>d to the nomen __ ,.,V~lutionarie-s >rho · 
1 . ~ ~~:.a_m.r "t:be. '!iV~s ~.r l~~~~~s, cal:ltnP. _th~-f~£' N~~~-s. ~~o··~am!'. h~rn~.~~~ · Ah, what 

'{> / ~llt. ~¥.1e~_t1,c. t.li<"i'<-"1,9· ~-~that o!re 1_ 'ani:t",.ba;;-a- critique of the> l<adership from 

~,1~~'.:0,~.:~-.~r up;: . ': : .. :,: : ·: ·:: , , ... ': :· .' ''.: . .' ,, . -.. , ,-- . - <" ::-" 

t,.v;.;.r ·'- . ··. or::'0k~ •th;. ·simpl£ question o.r:sojo~.~ Truth's' nam~; · ':i:.r y~ucieal ~ith d.t 
only as .a biographical .not<'; you can _r-ven ·r.ak.: ·a. beautiful picture .o.f 'lAin ~t :I 11-c · 
tf6man1'~ 'aY..d-think' you h!ive .:captUred -'th•'-historic ;moment; _ aav<: you? ; .·Poetry may 
not 1:£ as much of-a re<lucticinism as:t&ctici-s;·•but:'it; too,- is a.narrnii:i.ng"of :thit. 
tote1izati!Jl1 nerd<;d 1 of not just be:U1g anti-mal¢ but <sto.b'Lishino; .rrerdom, D1 
both''cnie~ 1 .. :.nheri ·it is not 'lrft as :•a- Ilia tt£r cif >rhat is "realistic"· at!a. sPecific 
molhmt;· 'tir·a 'JO'iltur ·o:t"the superiority_ of ·~.an,.,ge, it anti -b<: se<n ·as· 4 question. 1~ 1 . of >rhat it uifll1ifi£s as :lcaso11 at-each :stage. of frcrdom,: · ' . · . ' : .'.:. ,.,_, I _,,., 

~// (If anyo11c thinks I ~lk-1'<1,~ · 
·~01 "lt~ 'on:Jy of"slavtry t:!.l'ICS;' lrt -thE:I'l read the latest·nritings: from-.tod,gy•s>frenc!\ 'i([t' 

·.:~{/ r ~r; .. a.nd sE't' ~1hcthcr they havr got 4Jl~rher£> furth£r than .the- quta'tion of:· . .'~ l.an~gc", Ll,.. ~.., 
0.-l!\\l th:lt ·is, getting >•id .of·allr'lal< -c01mo-tat1ons to 11lakr •it tru:I.y Homen's, 1mrgiii1~•;n '\!>{.;•'; o1 ·:, ; Yot\ wi'll i'ind that uh~n it' COI'lOS to princip:Les·;.·they·arc tote'Uy•·drper11:lent-"on4ile·_, ·'A)II ·~­

male ·ane1~t.a·, rvrn nhi'n thry r<j<'ot ·those 11kc Freud and Ucan0bccaJts¢· they•fol1e>r c." :~~'\ 
their ·pril1cio1~s·, noritth~lE'sS, ·set' .. "Women • s Libe-ration in Fran ocr The- Tenth Year" \.VI 
by·<;:hristin" ·Jldphv, iii' Feminist Issues;) .. ·.· · .. · .. :· ·. .. ~' 
~· . ·' ; i . Ltt·'s movi';' tif'a' di.rferint period,' the ~Gatest in' I-ran's time·-- the· Paris 

,·_. Connnune;· llari.· oertid.J>:[ypraoticr<l his. concepts of. ·woni~n Is .libcratitin ,. including<e" 
il_v _ au'l:or.o!llY, nr.t:l' didii 't''1ravr out thr. question •of individuality t<henc he srnt Dmi:tri•va 
'/' :1 \to Paris. But,. inside the Go-rman Socia1-Drmocraoy over thrEC dtcades latr1• 1 

•/ 
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r..asn 't it .. fact thnt tw:emburg met "ith more than a whiff of male-ohauvitlism 
and from the very p«oplr uho >re:re t.'le ''leaders" on uomcn 's liberation? (The two 
Ji!ain texts for the. so-called Homan Question >rcre Rebel's HoJr..n:o and Sooi .. li!!m and 
l!!l~l~' Orip;in of the Family. ) she £ought aU right, but she fought it as an in­
dividual woi!IB.n leader t1ho uas beir•g discriminated aga:!nst 1 l!!'ld who definitely . 
she'!«..:! thom she 11ouldn 't stand fo1• it, Row does. that help~:omen's Libtl"'tion, !!!..!. 
lllover.:ent.? It dccsn't, 'o/hich docM't lli~an thAt today's WIM doesn't han v~ry much 
to gain both from. hez• feminist dimension (who>ther sue '"'s conscious of it or not) · 
l!!'ld from t.'te dislcotico of the class struggle, tl:Jq ~neral Str.!k<o, the revolution, 
Whm I soy thAt her attitude didr. 't help the movement in he1• porio<.l, I mean that a 
single rJG:tos·on, no matter hoH· great, no mQtt3r hmf original, no lll4ttsr how much she 
lived her own lifo, simpl:• provsd she was "different" ··-as if' aU wol'l<n didn't 
aspil'e to s11ch trr.,;om, ilms, thAt mall'lif'icent expression• "I"'" on'l.v I since I am 

·free <>f: Ll:o", missed cntrring history, What is worse, for the histo>Y of ·her own 
porio<i, is that without hav1ng seriously worked out ths dialectic of Subject, she 
did not see that the women in the 'lllti-war Move•Jent we1•e there as rt..,olutionsry 
R~aBon I as gro'lm<! !Uld rssence of' •·rhat did become the G<lrmsn Revolution. 

ft ·. I -" /·~ 
"1V~,<v1- Take 11lso that magnificent invocation of Penthcsi1ea, Think how gl'e&t ~. 
~;\\} ~ tradicto io .that returr, to the queen of: 1-..ho Amacons at the hdght of tho fight 

· i'IV/..,¢sa:!nst tlw imperialist war, the fight for r&"~nl'!tion, and the demand. io put yolll'-
. . "''P'- soli' on the scel~s oi" destiny for creating 11 new, truly human society. She 111ll'P"•·•sd 

· .. ".'j.£) ·r'/' .·. all others ·in raising th~ question of ccntil!Uin({ d.emocraay1 revolutionary. ttemocra. cy, · ~? . !!!!!:, the conquest of power. In that, too, ..rhAthQr she recognized it or not, the 
~ : · q11est.ion of WOIIIS.II as Rrason t<as certainJ;y invo1vod, . 

I , . . 

· .. . . . . It is t.'lc task for this age to u~rk out ;,hat hns bern ~aised, n~t onlY 
by Lul<moburg,. but by li"<>.rl llarx, ·The maturity of ocr ago 1s JT.arked by three ,clulrac• 
te!'isticsa 1) The' uniqueness of toclay's Will is that it has raised tho question of 
!l!llle chauvinis"' right v.!.thin. the revolutionary orgo.nizat1ol1 itself! 2) The passion 
for philosophy that did emerge in the 1970s nf'ter tho ·defeat of 1\168 coincidsd 
with the grCAtE>st post-,rar cconOil!ic crisis since th<> Depre-ssion, tho Mw· categc-ry 
of the.Third Hor-lcl, l!!'lcl thr most total crisis of aU, th6' threat of miCleer 'h1lrl . 
3) 'Je cannot, therefore, reduce this passion for philoRophy to the t.ype of reduo­
tion:!.m t.hat ha• apprarod ·at the hcight of today's HIM -- and by height I mean the 
one reprsscnWrl l:oy Shr:l1a Rm<bot!Jam, who is both rE'Volutionary socialist l!!'ld apprc­
cietive• of >rorkill5 ;,omrn, but n•verthel<>ss reduces it all to "81> organizing prin-· 
ciple," 

We must insist that what is needed is a philosophy ~f revolution instead 
n-"''·'"" the Part;v-to-lsad, .,.., if that cnlls itself tho 'brgar.izing principle," ~lhat 

Marx d1.cl that none others had done was to pooc the question of the total up­
root:Lng wMch is needrd 1 And to give u• the ground for seeing •·romar• as Reason and 

as revolutionary force, It is this >rhioh 11<: must project and concretize, 
'Ihe that remains to be done begins >rith "Have Thumb 1/l.U Trav<>l" and doesn't 
end un'!;il we have made the ground for the ~marictm l'<volution. 

Yours, 

l!AYA 
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