CONVENTION CALL
1. 1982

TERLE .'.".‘4'.‘:'..‘ A - e ’ ' o . '
Tﬁ“afl”mémhers of News and letters Committees
and British marxlst-Humanlsts

NETHODOLOGY, AND . POLITICALIZATION: New.Forms of
ﬁRevolutlonary Opposition in the Nuclemr Age of
Capita_ist-Imperlalist Degeneracy oo

Reagggomics, 3 Egggglitlcs,»gggggg hg_ﬁgj;_ggg__ C
_ e e rSo rriti"al are both the -deep ecoromic Recession in tha
U S.,and,the ‘disintegrative state of NATO .- i.e.sReagan'e foreizn
pol;cy”r-,.hat.any erisias, no metter where,. immediate;y takes front.
center. oi ‘the, historic stage, . Thus, .the Falklands/kalvinas conflict,
which first. zave Reagap tha illusion that. he could’pizy a "neutral"
ganie., between Brifain, and, Avgentina, .Soon: becames tnstead; the: total
¥poEe of NATO'S "Atlunticism" as it revealed. one more- display of-
global 1mperialism with its outreach spelling out its death agony.
;t i ,ﬁhis which ig. compelling. Reagan to place his: countersrevolution-
fj urgenciesﬂ in Latin.imerice on-the back burner; I a-.word,: aach
gla,,no metter . in which.part of the world and no matter whether,:
fie face, o;;it, it-seems: inconsequential. goon -reaches . the:edge~oi
-tha »total,global.conflict between. the.U. S..and:Ruseie: that does not:
oxe! ude ra possihle nuclear holocaust.., e o

,‘Indeed. tha U S. rulers never did depert from.+ha Colu War,

st

no* Onlv -against Rusaia. but.redaching -into Africa where, from the very
' staqﬁ of“the Africen revolutions, . ...U.3,. imperialiam was engaged'--
with the’ conniyance “0f the UN =- in plotting the murder of Lusumba.
,ngngaJthekso-caliqd rAtiantic“"slliance hed long sifce;designated..
anan g8."the Wegt" s .and Jjust.ps the.U,S. declared the-Persian Culf
to hg ita national" interest when tho Iranian Revolution burst forth.
au,poa Reagan 8 retrograde politics are deepening in the U.,. ﬁtself
i agai. ttrank and fllaﬂlabor. Blacks. youth and womelt, - :

N The Jemocrats may think that this- givea them the chance to:
recoup aome of the: powers. they lost in the 1980 Republican sweepn. by
calling for the re-establishment of some aspects of-Roosevelt's New
Deal’ along with Johngon’s great delusion during the Vietnam War- that:
V.S, impeniaﬂlsm covld have both. butter and puns, All they reveal.
ig that they are still 1aboring under- the grang- illusion gained from-
World War II that this is supposedly the "American century.” What
has, instead, been the reality of the Vietnam Wwar is that they "lost"
Vietnam (which was never theirs), not only because Vietnam defeated
U.S. imperielism on the battlefield,.but tecause within the U,S5.: there
arose a sirong and. massive antl-Vletnam War Youth movement, which had
been precéded in 1960 by the Biack Revolution and was followed by the
emcrgence. 0f the Women's Liberation Movement, -

UKt the same time. the U,S. lost the air of 1nv1nc1bi11ty
with their co-capitalist West European rulers, By 1973, the Arab- -
Isragll War was sdon followed by a shocking four~fold increase in the
price of oil (which is now l2-fold!), That spelled the end of cheap
¢il and raw materials on which imperialism had gluttonously enriched
itaelf. ‘By 1974=75, it all added up to the deepest recessicn ever -
since the Depression. This was by no m omic gy
clical crisis followed By a boom, 1t was so internal, so structural.
so aeep 1n the vitals of the capitalist production system that it
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spellhd dut' tha truth of capite 1i m in its death agony: there unlq
be no more boumg. _ - o T T A

The reality now is: 1) 10 million unemployed e and that
counts only those ‘who still receive compensation, not those who have
exhsusted theirs 'and given up-any hope of getting works:'2) The situ-
atlon of the youth, who have it lardest of all (and not only scudents
whose tuition costs have risen to unconscionable heighte),is seen
the most starkly among Blacks, where. the ‘unemployment rate is’ now .

60 percent overall in indugtrial centers, and 85 percent in Detro;t;
3)%mmwawaMMgmeﬂmtmlwemurﬂm,MWrwumd
what: joke they. still ‘hold: because they get ‘the lowest pay) 4} There
ig:alge ;such deep discocntent among rank 'and file woi'ker's who have
been. forced: by  thé.-labor bureaucraey to accept all” kinds-of conces-ﬁl
siohs:rand: give~backs,. that. nobedy doubtes that the winter of d;scon-f_
tent,: fur-from belng over, 'is: sure to flere ud to revolt dlmensions'
as the recessiOn deepena.-:;_ S o : L E

' - RS T

- .t“:t\rThiB &s why we must not stop® at the analysis of the immediate

' problems ‘o1mys. The: need i to-probe further what caused these ‘strycs
turnl:ichanges: in:the economy- ever  sincé the'new’stage 'of” ‘automatéq "
. produttion was introduced.in the early 19508,  'Its continuance ia’

~ ‘thermid=19708" toithe. stage of rohotices hasg further déepéned  the: d?'

- cay:-of capltalism. Why have the . new. forma of wobkers® struggles’’
againgt automation not heen further developed theoretically? After
all, theBesworkers' btattles dgainst thé predecegsor of robotics had

wresulted “EniGens St¥ike in the mines’and wildcats in the: “aifo’ _ij”
Eﬁt "
{7}

plants:as:wall &11y ‘new -questions” those’ wOrkers were posing
concerning what*ggh d of’labor -~ manual/mental -- ghould meh and -
women"dof. .. In:Eagt Germany, where the’ first: revolt -from undér +otali-
tafian Communism ‘“céurred,they -combined “the struggle against both ¥
- work norme andipolitical Ayranny ‘and issued the slogan "dread and'
Freedom, ® .. It ‘came to a ¢limaXx in Hungary, 1956} Mith ‘outright’ re~'
volution gnd the bringing ‘onto the ‘current historic stage of Marx's:
‘1844 Humanist Esways. Where the capitelist ideologues had declared
the 1950s:to.ite the docade -of the "end of ideology," ‘the massse in
motion displayed & pession for &: philosophy-of liheration s,
powerful as the actual hattles, * Both spread-like wildfire: through-
out: the world: with the emergence’ of a whéle new Third world in Africa.
the Niddle Fast, Latin America, ms well as new forms of Black,-youth. '
and. ahti=-war. revolts in: the technologically advancad world, includlng

the U S. 1tself. ] : ) o

The QO—Year hovement from Pr utiC’ d De elo mgntg in @ ¢
1 Og, into. *he 19803

osoPhy, ‘in Theony_—- l9j_s ]

Ry the 19605. the movement from practlce that emerged in the
19508 assumed g universal form, Instead of the post-Merx Marxists
diving into new ph%loaorhIc concretizations. ‘haviever, they only tail- .
ended cone state<povwer or another, Thug, Mao's China,'which had ‘80 .
strong & pull on the neéw gererat1or of revolutionarles in the Vest .,
because. it did criticime Russia, revealed that ite criticism was pure,
ly nationalistic:ds it came to the defense of the Russlan counter- ..
revolution against Hungarign revolutionaries, warning..the Chinese
masges aggingt- doing anything similar, In a word, nearly all pos+
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Marx Marxists, including come whe had Participated in the develop-
ment of .the state-oapitalisn theory, failed to meet the challenge
from below. ‘that arose -with. the movement from practice that was itselsl
a form of theory. e alone completed a comprehensive philosophic-
theoretic major work, rooted in that movement from practice, with
“the publication of‘ﬁarxiﬁ g%d Freedom. MNoreover, it wes preceded
by the bréakthrough on the Absolute idea in 1953 six weeks before
thq actua; outbreak.of the first East German Revolt, on June 17,
. i d Fo "is béing revrintad this year, on its 25th anni-
veraary. with 8 new Introduction %0 gréet the 100th anniversary of
Jtarkts death. " Marx i Frée %ﬁ the proqu for hearing all .

'Eig’new voices from .below in the turhulent 19023 ««frgm Treedgg ]
erg_Spesk for The mgelves to Workers Battle Automation and the
free Speech Movement .--. an work ng out new. aspects of the Black
dimension both on the, American scens in Agerican ivilization on .
frial and 'on the Africean scene in the Afro-Asiaon pemphlet, At the
same time, M&R had been the. first.te publish the English translation
of hjarx's Humanist Essays as well as the first English translatlon .
Of Len*n's Ahatract‘of Hogel's Science of Logic. S .

{ Hi&hout such’ philosopnic preparation forrevolution. acti»;am

in itself'"even ‘When 1% reaches such a- high point 'as 1968, cannot .
achieve.p successful revolution, A new stage of cognition ‘was. reach~
aﬁywith yhe end of the illusion about activism by itself, and consider-
ing ‘that theory could, just be picked up “en route”. The hard | 1abor
required to work this out Yaid ‘the foundation for Thilosophy ‘and’
gevaluzion. A need for analyzing Hegelian dialectics,"in and’ For it-
sell, .. eanalyzing all Hegel's major works and carrying this through
in different historic periods, first with Larx and then with Lenin,
congtituted. Part I, “Why Hegel? Why Now?" _ At.-no tims did we for-
‘get the new,Voices from below, only this time ingtead of just creat-
ing a platform for them, we integrated them with the new stage in

- the breakthrough on the Absolute Idea, not only in seeing it as a
movement - from practice as wall as from theory, but as a new. unity of
theory and practice sc it would become a new beginnlng. The. publica=-
tion date was 1973, the eve. of a new, deeper, ohgective. economic
erigis in capitaliem: The present republication of P&R with a new
Introduction places: the whole battle of ideas' as well as.the actual’
liberation struggles as an actual preparat:on for revoiution. It is
this which cleared the ground for finding the trail To the 1980s in
the. very last .decade of harx's life with the new work, Rosg Iuxemburg,
E%&Liﬁﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂu@iﬂ&L&lﬂh&ﬂ&LﬂUﬁWﬂﬂﬁm- ,

Just as we met the challen e of the obrectlve Eituatlon. at
the last convention, by bkoth declaring 1980 to be "the year of the
book," and intensifying our activities agalnst the enveloping eco~
nomic and polltical crises with an active intervention through in-
créeasing N&L from an B-peger to a 1l2-pager -~ and have .carried. that
through for the entire last two years, indesd making . it permanent --
sc we must now carry out "3 books, not 1" as that preparation for
revolution.

. While we cannot here develop in full the concept of "3 hooks,
not 1," which will be done in the Perspectives Thesgis itself, we can
and must develop thz changes that occurred between 1980 and 1982 in
the new becok, At the same time, we must know so well the direction
in which we are headed that we ars able to single out which of the
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four forces of revolutisn as Rsason 18 crucial at this moment in its
total eppeeition t0 Renganism -~ in economies. "ip politics, in inter-
'netionaeiem. especially to Africa, Glearly, it is the Black dimen~
sions and "1t is to that end that we are asking Iou Turner, who hes _
done” euch a magnificany;, job in'los Angeles on Black and organization-
al growuh. to move to. the Center dirsctly aIter the Convention, L

. Along with’ our activities around the book and the Black di-
mﬂneion standsour work in Wolnen's Liberation and with the Youth.- In~
deed; the mogt criticel of ail asctivities, no doubt, will be with
+the antihnunlear movement. Nothing more- shows 4he power that movement .
elreedy’hae ‘than the fact that that war-hawk, Reagan, has had to af
least'pratend he is ¢alling for huclear reduction and take note. of.
the gredt anti-nucléar movement in Europe as well-ag the U.S. whlch
threafens to undermine his wild drive for nuclear mieeiles._;'-“ ]

' ‘,Abr c&n we forget *hat our %ork with the Latine- llheration
movemea* ‘must be - sharply intensified, Nopie can have any illusion
that Reagan has given up his cotihter-revolution ageinst. the freedom
fighters of =1 Balvador, or Nicaragua, just because he had to aban-
‘don’ Argentina which had - prom;sed to ‘aid him in "ueetabilxzing" Ninan
ragua,” Ouite the contrary. -Tha very fact ‘that the pretense of¢
‘”elng‘"nlutral“ ‘in the’ £ight over Falklands/Malvinas wes so, rapiﬂly
g 'u&talljfdropped ig only. further ‘proof that ‘the capitalist rulersf
will not permit any part of the Thlrd World to choose the point ef
the final-showdown. - RN . o

N Methodolgy -and ”olitzealizationh i,e. the concretizatien of
a pniloaophy of ‘revolution, ‘is of the essence precisely: because it
illuminates the immedlate as well as the ultimate problsms, - We muet
first consider this ay’ it manifested itself in the new book R

o .o -1

III. Methodolo”: and. Politicallzationa leference Between the 1980
' ‘ - 9 2 complete Work R _ R

- In turning to the dlfferences between uhe 1980 Draft whleh
had 8 chapters: {see p,' 24 of our 25 g of | ~Humgnigm:) = -
end the. 1982 work which not only has 12 chapters. ut three: Parts.
we ‘must hold tightly to the historic new'that arose simultaneouely
with the movement: from nractlce and .the new unity of-theory and;prac~
tice that I called: Absolute Idemes New Beginning. 7 This’ can right-
ly ve cal)lgd the Second Great Divide in Marxism even as the First
Great Divide was Ienin's philosophic reorganlzatlon at the outbreak
of Wbrld var I and the collapse of the Second Internatzonal. ‘ _

Let's hegin with such a simple thing as mov1ng the Afterword
on Leon Trotsky's Theory of Permanent Revolution from Chapter 1 to' )
Chapter 11. In the first case, it placed it in relation to how the
theory was discussed at the 1907 Congress, although Trotsky's analy-;
sis carried it through the outbreak of WwII. In the second case, by’
appearing in Part III, Chapter .11, it means a direct confrontation
of Trotskg s theory with Marx's theory of revolution in permanerc°
both in 1850 and as he developed it in 1875 as a new ground for ‘or-

ganization.
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R . Plret to be noted is that nothing could ngvepprﬁg*csg'tg;&:
changs of place bafore a totally ﬂCW'CatBEOEE-Of‘Ebst*ma&nhMaLA'_g'h
g8 _RCT JUSY & OLTUNCiOFLCAY UeSUripbiun tut a rejection of ail other
Marx{g% thoories -~ of revolutionaries as well 8t reformishs == .
becguge” even: the greatest have divided what. Diarx had. united: philoso-
phy-and-revelution as Inseparables. - A B

Secondly, this involved: seeing something new in hMarx him-

#elf, who had developed hisg theory of permanent revolution gfier

the defeat of the 1848«49 revolutions and had addressed it to a

-~ 'Party*, d.e. the Communist League, . Thus he.created the:ground for
organization which became, net. just acgreat divide from .all other
tondenciee (specifically Lassaleanism) but a -whole new contirent of
thought-and revolutions -Marx's Marxism.:. This ground for.organiza-
tion in.the Cpritiquée of the Goiha Yrogram occurred in that pivotal -
year, 1875, the year. of the finesl-and-crucial French edition of i L.
Capital, with all its new additions, including the concentration and
centralization of cepital in the hands of.a.single capitalist, which
gave' us ground for-the theory ‘of stdte-capitalismy

... :.Beeling Marx's work.as a totality made it possible for the
Eiret time ‘to ‘criticise revolutioraries as well as reformists, =
~fneiudine Lenin:who: alone hdd-réorganized philosophically and:met .
the challenge of WWI and the breakdown .of .established Marxism, there-

- by"ereating ‘ground for''the November 1917 proletarian rsvolution, =~
but iwho “Had -notiextended-that ‘philcsophic réorganization to the dld -

vansu }disy 1902-3 concept of the Party, though he had often modi-,
fied "it, ~“(We had developed that modification at gredt length inm -

M&F in relating the question of forms of organization to.forms.of

revolt, ) .

EER o '~_ B I AR Do Ll IR R . .

;U iocChapter”™2on "The Break with Karl Kautsky, 1910-1911% was
the motivation, originally, for the new book. It was reant to bé a
clima¥,:since those yesdrs iof:1910-~11 had shéwn in Luxemburg, at one
and. the same ‘time, .the flagh of ‘genius on imperialism and. the sens-
ing-of opportuniam -in Kautsky four full years gzhead of-tle-outbreak

- of WWEL and theSecond: Intexnational's betrayal,. It was intended
to-"prove! - that : Inxemburg -(Woman) .was greater -than Lenin (Man), .who
in those years did not ‘see; any.opportunizm in Kautsky. - -The actual
working ontiofi that ‘period, which showed that the flash.of genius
o imperialism had not led Luxemburg to-discover a new Subject:in
the resistance of. the -oppressed masses, forced ‘the confrontation of
Luzemburg not just with Kautsky but with Marx. The. next Chapter
on “Tha Inter-regrum" simply would not hold up in this confrontation
of lierx and -Luxemburg. - Now look at the:new Chapter .3, where that
confrontation is.direct, and see how it leads to the National. Ques-
tion and must of necessity relate to the dialectics of revolution,

Chapter i, in -now dealing with the "Dialectics of Revolu-
tion®, leaving no room for. luxemburg to continue with her error on
the Kational Question, creates new room for her magnificent revolu-
tlonary attitude on spontaneity. Iloreover, this time the debate on
the relationship of spontaneity to organization, fer from-being
iimited to the 1904 debate against Lenin (go beloved by lMensheviks)
exiends the debate to 1917 and the strupegle against bureaucratism
for revolutionary democracy, after the conquest of power,  This is
what makes Luxemburg sc relevant, even urgent;. for our day. It was
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she who, in the very process of ha111ng the Russian Revolution,
ra;sad the: question once zgain on the contlnuatzon of revolutionary
damocracy nftar winning proletarian power. ‘

e The‘subject of Women's Liheration. which in the 1986 draft
-wag.hut a single.chapter, has become a whole new Dart.II: ~= "The
Women's Liberation Movement as Revolutionary Force and Reason® ==
which has three chapters, allowing us to have an Overview both of
the. Bxack dimension and of. yesterdag, +aday and tomorrow.

T At the'same time. wer got & totally new view of. Rosa Luxem—
burg.as original character, as feminiat, viewed in the light.dof fodayw
Indeedgwlthauts a héw illumination ‘beyond what Luxemburg-herself .
BaW, 1Y nally"the very.fact that today's Wil has: not *solved®. the
quest;cﬂ~of wements:liberation but leaves.:tasks:to Be:done; remains
a challenge: both for Women's Libarafion -and’ for_the néaded. total up~
rootinq of the oId and tha creation of ‘new humgg relations.‘-- .

“”‘*‘ 2 Now' look at Pért“III."xarl Marx. From Cr‘tic of Hegel to

_ Aut hor of Capital and Theorist of ’Revalution in Permanence." A
whdié new sectlon on dialectics was introduced.. It disclosed that -
Marxvﬁwhohhad ‘no%t yet fully broken with bourgeoiawsociety a8 heuwork—
"ed” on hfs 6ctora1 thesis An 1841. had laid the ground in hishyir t"

critxque of Hegelian dxalectios. -once he dichVeredathe pralet;niat

as the Universal Subject. ‘for Karx's' wholn newfiontinent of +houghtL
‘and‘of:revolution, . o e SRR e e o '

. Part III reveals the first view of Marx ag a uotality, dis—
closing ‘new-moments:. in the lest.dscade.of Marx's:life. that point a
trail to the:1980s znd first reveal ithe ‘needad brealc with: allvpost-r
Karx Marxiets who corngedled liarxiem: to.their dogmatism and failed
to . work.out ;the new moments as. a continuing devalopment. ~Just aa'
the publication of Mgrxism and Fyeedon laid the ground for: llstening
and iprojection of all the volices Irom helow.-and ‘Philosophy ggd

vol tig_n laid the. ground :for such ‘pamphlets’ as-frant: Fanon, Ameni=
ca's. E LE ner 1 §jr1ka. and the - Latin American fovolutiong —w:' - w:
so thsre is no oubt whatever that the new ook wlll: increase our -
outreach and strength not only in general) ‘but.speciiically on: Ros&
Luxemiurg as a revolutionary spontaneist, ‘on the Women's Liberation
mOvemant. &nd on the totality of lark, hlmaelf. R . R

clearly. in this yeor. of the ﬂentenary of harx 8 death,A:
when fingally we can see all of liarx's works as a totality, ouwr conitri
bution with "3 books, not 1,” because now it is historically placed
end synthesized with what happened otjectively and subjectively for
the past 30 ye¢ars, manlfests what we mean by the "Second Great
Divide.” The last paragraph of the book urtlculates most precisely
the  tavks liarx's lLarxism damands from usy

"Larx's legacy is no mere.heirloom.,but a live body of -
-1deas and perspectives that is in need of concretization.
. Bvery moment of .iarx's development, as well as the totality
of hie works, spellse out the need for 'revelution in
permanence,' This is the ghsolute challenge to ocur age,"
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- . Kow that methodology and politicalization have givan us, at
~one and the same time, both an analysis of current crises as we in-
tensify all our activities and one view of "3 books, not 1," we cen
8ee how much we must achieve in the two intensive dzys and evenings
of disouesion at the Convention, Fortunately, we will first have

‘three full months of pre-Convention discussion to clear our heads and
gt down %o the organizational Preparations., '

Iv, grgagizgtionnggilosbpgic g;epggatione for_Convention

‘ The follow-up to +he iagt section of the book which is cgll-
“A 19808 View" begfhs with this Convention Call, which opens the

pre-tonvention discussion period, The National Chei

Dunayevskaya, has been usked to bring in a Draft Per

which will be printed in the July issue of N&I,

R A on Friday, Sept. -
for the outgoy 3 It will be prece
meetings ol ¢ i : ; Youth and Women?®
tion, on-opens officially on Saturday morning, Sept. 4
ugh Sunday evening, Sept. 5, -

LR The Convention will begin, as always, with the National

‘;_Ghairwoman‘s,Parépectives Report, It will he followed by two Sup-

- ¥8ports on “Tha Book and ‘Foliticalization" and by & Report on the
_Paper.‘the Qrganizational_neport, brief reports on both Youth ana

Women's' Liberation which will be included in the discussion after the

.Organizatiqniﬂepqrt, and a Report on Finances, 4 flnal exscutive

Beasion will hear the National Chairwoman's report on Leadsrship, and
elect a new National Editorial Board. '

- . All gessions except the Executive session are open to iriends
and sympathiZers on the invitation of %he locals in consultation with
the Center. Al inviteqd will mave full voice, -

' The Detroit local has been asked to host a partj to greet
visitore and out-of town members on Saturdsy night, as well as to
host the entire Convention,

~=The RESIDENT EDITORIAIL BOARD




