| REB MINUTES OF DECREMBER 14, 1981

Present: " -hll. pxus Neda by apecial inv1tation- Diape, sitter-=in-,
Lo - excused. : B
Aganda: I- G&v;‘zxﬁgrom Neci ‘13 to Jan.2; IFf- N&IL Deadline and
"Assignments:.Iv—-Ongoing'AﬂtivitiéE and COrreﬂpondenée.
I~ G&"’ .
X~ Raya said that she falt that, both bacause the overview of the
whole Look ﬁhat the gave on funday was 30 long and extensive, and
because it ig .very. impoftant to zingle out what 'is new, she would
- like to give a very much abbreviatad report fdhusinq only on the
new. This will hava three divisions: 1~ The new in the summation of
the book;: -2~ "that. have we .gained from the classes and what is the |
task ho@i‘ 3. Bow 'do the archives fit in with’ ths perspective5|on a
most ccnerehe 1eve1 of the 19805. .

: L, tha overview of the book given on
4-runday began with Doland ‘nok onl; becauSe it is impo:tant ‘to constant-
ly practica dialectics by testing ourse1Ves in. re!ation to the Jatest
- hoadiing; but because it permitted a review Of the ‘74275 economic’ ).
‘cerigié in relation. to:our.very first analysis of the 1950° econOmicli;
erigis. - ;. stemming. from: the new stige of producticn. -Automation = '

and’ all of it cast'ao ‘naw. a;*1ight on the purposea and- machod 6f:tha’:
‘boo#.that I ‘want to reviev it hnre, too.: I'm not very: suré ‘that what
_ we?all knew ‘From the ‘Preface (kha hree avents’ that prombted ‘the new
5 botX); were seen in that naw - ]ight., For: exampxe.,the first” event ==~
the" relaricnshin to the, Ethnologica] Notebooks-~-won here seen.not
80 much reiated to the- totaTicy of Marx s to transrorming "poat-Marx
Maﬁxists" from chrono?ogv to; category.. The second evant -- Tomen's
Liberation ‘Movement. todav -- was 'not related here to the EN but“to
-the diffarence in attitude to the revzval of the Luxemburg "gtudies
against what those studies r@presented in the 196ra, The thizd- event—-
the 74-75 economic crisig -- was this time focused not, so much on tHe
manner  in ~hich Stalinist-Trotstyists 1ike Mandel truncated Marx's’
Cauital, but instead was focused on the new.type of revolutions. By
new type of revolutions T mean the actual revolution in rortugal and’
"jts® African colonies were 80 inrer—related that it was impogsible.
to say. which force sparkad tha- revo1uticn in “ortuga) -- the Africans
who werae tauntiny the Portuguege army or the "or*uguese who -were ~
ridding themaelvea of ‘Fascism. in'a word, "who® whom?" stresses
what is very diffarent in a revo!ution- the economic “"cause" or
t @ actua1 freedom struggle. This relationship of causality .to free-
. is the proof that the vhilosophic question, far from being 2n.
‘abatractiou. is the one that dnfines the political nerapec*ive, and
the actual resolution of the contradictions.

This continued througnout
the 7Cs, but where it was of Ehe highest imnarcance because it hit
directly at the U.¢. hehemoth was in Iran, There it was not only
against the Thah but against U,S. imper1a11sm and above everxything
elge it zhowved that the determining facet in the Middle East was revo-
lution, not oil. The same relationship of causality to Freedom, with
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ts direct hit at U,c)'impari in the Latin Ameri-
can revolutions, be it where they wa*e successful as in Hicaragua:
"ok Whera. tlie genocide is a*i'l-continuing ‘ag -in El-Salvador. That's
why I called the Preface in my Drelenation "purpose and Mathod of
the Bpok', ‘and this was ‘continued by bringina into it the very con-’
clunion of. the.book. -~ "A 19808 View," so tiizt wé should be aware
of the fact that it is not just "the book" but the objectivity of
world .realivy. --Thus, the two-fold relationship of =ubject and Object

wag ‘carried through all three parts of the work: )
ir O S © - For example,-in 7

Part One of Lhe bodk. 1910 to 1911 wasg- made inseparable from fiethod-
ology -~ thehbsolute Methcd, which has a single dialectic f£or ob-
ﬂthiVa.pnd'aubjgptive. heraas it hosrlong been obrious that 1910—
which I-had originally intended to have as’ the climax of the hook
since it was ln that period when Luxenburg was dgréatest, with ‘heri- ¥
prasclenceJoffxmperialiam and her struggle against the opoortunism .
-in.the German:Social Democrzcy, . whén .other  great’ revo‘utionaries EE
(1Like' Lenin) etill . follcwed -the:GFD as' the” trie'Marxists --"whs ho" 4
longer-the climax; because it had not: led Rl 'to break with the: GQD,'
thiautime the absolute. Fethod showed ‘that:-Luxenburg's' analyses, -
thLgibcoerCt:Wera only.descriptive; phenomenological rather thah"‘
uhilosophic, with s Subject. - Herae ds what I- weant " “hen Hégel '
says "Nb*hinguia known in'its truth unless it"is” completely subject
to. Method‘"~and Nhere Marx-interprets that:td mean’ that:'the Qub}ect
comes-put .ofthe actusl struggle, it:is’ iwperaﬁive that' wé do‘not ©
‘at that ;point-simply have .to say,’ as’ ' Taaxerburg - -gaid, "long'before"'
the :coliapge of: eapitalism bhacsuse of lack” offnon-capitalist lahds
to-exploit, the. proTetaria#:will'brlng it: tovits -doom, "Luxemburg,
howaver, -because she did not gee that the new-Subject == the: exploat-
ed nationalities -~ would becoms tho-actual "gravediggers" of ims ¢
'par;alism.}limited ‘her’ ¢ubject to “the proletariat Moy G

I : e . ‘Heretofore, T
went immediate]y *nto a- Bharn critxque of- the"hﬁm for not’'recogniz—
ing RL ag.great .revolutionary. .,This time, because RL ended by ‘exriti~
cizing. marx. himself..both on accumlation of capital and on the
natloqal quastion, T could bring in: another new'elemant. I ‘refer -

- to the fact that ‘there was a revival: of Luvemburg studies in the
195087 but it was;net Luxermburg “the feminist", but Luxemburg “the
spontaneist" that was the prcblematic then. Tt is only with the °

. rige of the new '"Lif, despite.the fact that they did not recognire
Luxemburg, that it was posgible for us to bring out what no one had
done before -- that there was no-separatioh hatween Luxemburg the
revolutioniot and Luxemburg the feminist, even if she herself hid -
not fully recognized the total significance of her struggles not onlv
for the. right to the vote, but against the war. This, furthermore,
ilJuminated how she had brought .into the anti-imperialist, ahtif'
militazry. struggle the cuastion.of Penthesilea. In truth, both the '
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reference to Penthesilea and.: her anti imber;alist strugg)es and ‘tha
sharp ‘distinctinn she.nade between the bourgecis women whose'world
"is their home®.and the proleterian:women wheose: "home - ig the world".
.+distingiished her as an original character as much as did her
break with Jogiches. Today's "I/, though they have a great deal to
Yearn from her remain the  onés who brought out the unicue feature of
today's WLista by refusing to keep silent on the.question of male—“
chauvinism within the Left. The expression "at one and the same
time¥, -aa well as the stress .on "overview", made it possible for the
‘book: to .connect vesterday, todsy snd tomorrow in such a-:way:as the-
Rlack -dimension all. the way f£rom 1831 through the Nigerian women's
war: of 1929 to today's Black dimension, without .separating it from:
such other revolutionary women as Margaret ¥aller, In a word, the’
-ariticism.of the:VId was in:one sense muted-in relationship to-RL,
but in. another. sensé¢: sharpaned:sb that-it would be {mpossibleuto
consider that aues*ion outsidefof Marx'a Humanist ahi]osoPHy.

T

Tt P i

: Tha"inal aection cf tke hock is, clear!y, now: just a ‘vection:
in* fact, what was naw in the presentation,” at -one and the'-same’ tima,

ﬂ. wass:l=che titis T gave it —'Kaxl Marx, Rewlutjonayv Organizer’=

froma eriticiof Hegel ho author of Capital to theorist of aermanent
. Rwolution. This continued with 2~ beginning to Yook at Marx even®
.earlipr than' 1841, by showing his sel f<criticism on-fhe &uestion of
Law in:%837 --"and.in:that respect bringing-in Ielvilie'e. expresaionA
about’ *abrunt inter-mergings. - this errried through with 3-.both
~ the 'new momants of .the last decade, -where he left a trail for-us to
~the 1980s, and the whole concep: that he, alone, was:the founder of
a whole new continent.of thought and of revolution, - -AlLl. others;be-
ginning with Trederick Engels, were nost-larx Farxists, not just’
chronologically but as a category. - Indeed, i% is their~failure:.to’
grasp the ramifications of that and his theorv oE nermanent revolu—‘
tion that remains the: challenge to-our age. :
It im that category which
had to be emphagized, both as the permanent revolution's challenge
to. our-age ‘and .as the organizational challenge which must- firgt be
worked out. 0ne thing that must be put an .end to once and for atl:
is the -idea that Marx was not'an “organization man." “his is why
I went through:all his practical "nrojects", beginning before-he was
a Marxist and yet made such a unity of philosophy-and the need for
organization to realize it.-that he considered himself s memker of’
"the ;party of Prometheus." -  Such an attitude never.left.him,
whether he was creating the committeea of COrresuondence or the his-
toric -First Inte:natlona1 in 1861, .

- ‘ . The challenge.of permanent revolu~
tion that we must realize in our day is naturally not just -ours
alone but that of the age, and it's in that respect that I brought
in the-Archives all too hriefly, so I wish to.repeat here what it
was that was new in the three-fold divigion I made of those 40 years:
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i~ 194)-1950: The creation of the theory of state-canitalism,k is
seen"in a néw way in-Poland, right at this moment. Where it is dim-
portant to:recognize that the greatest enemy is at home, and that @
dnti-imperialiem canhot be used as a substitute for not fighting
that enemy -at hdme, nevertheless all of this veriod of 1941 to 1950
in our Archives is just Prolegomena. el o
S < 2= 1950-1973: rthe core of our.
existence, where hoth the continuity with Parx's Bumanism ang the .
newnganlof-our;g?e:as.witnqésipéla movement from practice, 'begins
with a nsw séage’/production called Automation. By being in that
veric? . of the new stage of produn~tion and the workars' battle against
-{t - through tle miners? ganera) strike, - sensing ‘the vanguaxc®. nature
of ‘Black hasses:in.moticn.as reflected in ouf'own-publigation. In-
dignant Yemrt,- and achiéving a breakthrough in the Absolute Ides -
_ as}é‘mnvepéﬁtaffomjpractice'aix'weeks-befbre'thg actusl East-Europe-
an’revolt.'=«"we had, indeed, created an -historic new tendency, -
- Marxist-Humanism in the U.f.. The reason I have used & whole quarter
century ag. one single sub-division is o stress that once a new
- stage-of:production has begun and the workers have -shown ‘a way to
'gtrugglefagainst.1t;.the:developmentﬁ:also.in“thpught show the~cre-
- ativity:of-a;new stage of cognition, which not only helps meet’the-
. challenge from-below but creates new ground- for anticipating. the . -
fature, v .o T T e e
Y v 13=-1974; to today: The 1974-75 éconémic crisis hag, in fact,
not-stopped and from that moment on we: had stressed the_péve;}ty:
of theiglohal economic ‘crizes as being structural. -As I showed at
the very-beginning of the presentation, the new this time was not:
1imited to the criticism of those who truncated Marx's Capital, but
to ‘the .focus on the new tvpe of revolutions, ‘be that in Portugal, -
Latin-America, Iran, or Poland. "he conclusion, therefore, was to
ask all' those present to join News and Leétters Committees and help'’
us'meet the challenge of the age —- the realization of the revolutim
in peimanénce’, by beginning the transformation of reality here
and now, -

' u % o

~ Now then, what have we gained from the classes? It is true
there has been a self-development, and T was sursly glad to see
that the last meeting brought out a perivhery, and we have gained
some mwembers -~ especially in Los Angeles.But they haw bv no means
broughat out the organizational ‘growth we locked .forward to. Since
this becomes ever more serious, we have to spell out naw tasks, new
ways of projecting and gelling this latest work of Marxist-Humanism,
It becomes imperative, therefore, first and foremost, to spell ic
out as activities. ' Both practijcally and theoretically, the ‘exr~es-
sion has to be done on political matters and current events, . In-
stead of clasces asllong-lasting.as eight lectures, there should be,
rerhaps, no more than four in any series -- and they cannot: be sepa-
rated from analvsis of current events., “or example, takg qhgt_;s'
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happe . and

‘activities “the' : ¥ ctivieia; witl
' ntensified’ ve @ 3 : ] k. “Or take

] _ €2 and what Anne was able to asta—

-blieh and Wiy report on tg "E3 with a different strese than tha
report 'in NeL: ‘it ' : our

‘ties here. 7tils 'is even more’ true : eer _

£is ang the "growing anti-nuclear movement which is truly global.
S TS R ; o crRET Hovsment Wt 5 This

311 leads to the face that mv main report to the Jan, 2 Expanded REB

will be a gréat ceal more on the current scene than on the new book,

with Special streas on the fact that it ien't only poland which is
under the whip of the codntgr-revoluti@h. So are revolutionaries
. everywhare, including the U.8. It is because of the urgency of
objective and subjective situations that’ the Expanded REB has ‘
- . bean extended to include not only as maily ‘NE9 members as can come,
+ but rank-and-£ilers have also heen invited, s




