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February 20, 1981 

o·ear Friends: 
'··' 

·Here; enctO!jt=d; ·ere the xeroxed pages of 1\pnendtx I of the Dllna 'forr · 
edttt.on. of CapitBl

1
• .. the 'changeS Marx iritl:oduced into the French edttilln of 

hi~ wOr_k, as ·th&t ·Do:na·TQrr .edition singled them out. Don't be-'confuscd by the 
$t~teme1\t thai: these- 'are .the ~:changes nod ·Additiot;as me~ de by Engels in the 4th 
Ger~n edition";·~ h1 the malnt* he followed Mat-X•s FrenCh ecHtion. 

'These changes· are crucial, when si~.!ll!!' to· distinguish the 1872 .. 75 
edition from the l667 cd.\tion -- not or,!y in themselves, but becAuse they mad\! 
it possible tO ~ork. out the r.'e.W age of_ state-capitali~m.· Th,1t is to say, the 
t~o mSjor chan&es .... the One in 'fJo'etishi'sm of Commot'ltJ.es" on form; nnd the 
othe:: in 11Accuinulot·tcn of· Csoital'~ Where 11arx writes (p. 822 in Dona Torr): "In 
a GtV,en so~_iei::y the_liinit wO~ld not be reached unttl"the moment when the ent1r.a 
soci.al'ca:~.ital WS!t unitP.d in the hands either of a single'cepitallst or of a 
stns.1e·· C:SpitaHst .. compa1).y'' --'are the vel;"y ones that: · 

· · · · · · · · (I) aJl'owed ""' to teach 
Cspt tBi ·A_s MarX' iwrote ·it''( fOr which the· TrOt'skyists' began slandering· me that r· · 
'AilS nOt _teaChing· C~c-itl!l but· i:hc 'theory of st:at"e:.·capita11sm) ·; · 

··.· · · . ::--- · · · (2}··vere· the bSsis for 
Chapte-r 7 on "The Humanism and Dialecti-: of VQJ.. ·I· of Ct~pital'' in Ma·-rxism and 
Freedom; .. 

,. , "-' '(3)wlll'al'Tou·you·--if. 
you coM~!'·e this Chnpt(!r ,7 with ·Pa:i-t V o~ -~ -·- to ·1:ioi-k 0t."t ·tlie· 'dfalec't.ic.' mE!th~ .. 
do log)' of relating. what ts' 11-E~bstroct" as 'yOu· deal wi'th a '-t-1Pl'X1en category and· 
~Jhat :'fs' cor.i:rcte ·as yo~ .~gln:_tO ·recrciote it· for i.ts· :si&~i ft'ca~~: -~~-your age·. 

·aecSuse i .. waS ··sO ·pleased that the' neW' Pe llClm trEmsl at ton ·of _fa pi tal · 
· ' hBd ·· ie!:stOi.-~d··:z:tar~ • 9; ptiilos<?ph'ic JatigUagci-, r·· had~ 1 t·rni ted· my cr it i'cis:n·-of ·that.· · 
;edltion:to·:.the 'i!bsoJut.elY 'tr:!rrihle 1_Preface by'Erhe-st 'l-iandtH ·:.; ... th3t"is, tO the· _ _.! 

total pE!rversion· of·'.Milrx- that Mandel presented' ·the're • 
.. £ must now 1 nc tude a ttnost·,-: 

as 'sharP ll critique .of _tlu~ translator, Ben. Fowkes, wlione emptrici-sm -is So:gre.st.-_ 
that 'it ''almost amountS' to a per'!ersion. If You wil 1 read ·his tro3nslator's 
preface .(pp.·87-88),·you wlll.find th•t' he defends Engels'for leavlng·out Marx's 
phi lo'sophic lanSaage, .. iOcluding even the olnisslOn of- whole sentences on the sup.:; 
posed'ground that Engels: uwS's f(Jl'tC...,-ir.g his friend's example"- in making t.he· ideas 
11more accessible to the· reader" by uSiOg simpler t"anguage. ·This is utterly·· 
fantastic. \~hen l"'arx Has led to a,lmp t ify some of his pcssages .. -. referri:lg to 
th'e impatience o.f th·:! F:x:ench with. _t:heorcttca·l discussions .. _ it was hardly a 
11 p~pularization.'' And anyone who"hes in the- least studied the Frennh edition 
(and the trnslator must have, in order to be able to transLete it) and placeis 
Engels' revisions on the level of Marx's changes in the French edition, should 
have his head examined~ That examination of an empiricist's heacl ~~uld lead to 
the -discovery of tvhat ls a great deal more serious than Fowkes' ·att.empt to justi~­
fy Engels' 11omissions. 11 For it turns out (p. 110, starred ftn.) that ~here 
Fowkes explains why he ht1d not followed Marx, not only on the chapter numbers 
(see Dona Torr's expl~nation of the chvngcs in the enumeration on the first page 
of the attached :Ke·t"oxed Appendix I) but, 'worst of A 11, on the quest ion of 
separate pnrts, he-re is whllt Fowkes ~'Titr:s·: 

"For reasons of convenience to 
Eng lis'h readers, ,we. ha•Je het d··to ·Engels' arron)o;ement. W'~ have n lso fol-
1owed.Engels it1. prejentf.n& the. chapters on 'So .. called Primitive Accumulation' 
as a separate Part VIII, which is certainly justifiable in vtew of tts 
special sub1ect mAtter." 

*You, of course, know b:t now that Engels still left out Harx's very important 
paragraph about the world market and the 11new world" of Asia and Australia. 

i(See ftn. on p. 786 Pelican edition.) 1"'066 
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Think of it. Here lJ\ He1rx whb ~as olrP.l1dy show~ that the three 
separate~cha'pters·:-Jn P-?rt II·, -''The Trcn~foimAtion of Money into Capitll~'-~_shoulcl 
actually ;bt!··cons.ide.red just one chapt~·r with the title of the.Part ·- .arter~_which 
he·- dect~Jes: on nothing short_ of subr.~rdineting thei Hhole, o~ PliTt Y~!l, ~he_ ·So­
Called Pr.imiti:ve Ac..::umulat-ion of ,Cspitl'!t", _as a mere chao~cr under P11rt 'JII, 111'he 
Process of Accumulation of CapitoL"·· (And here, Done.Tor;r likewise. r~mains at 
:nt:rely citing the ~numerat_ton of chapters'comorised into· one, ·without citing that 
this·. means· that :an· e_ntire! Part w~ 11 no longer remain a_ separate pa_rt .) 

I ., ' ' 

-.'Now reread .that. pragmatic· explanation that E:ngetS. uas nbsolutcly r.igh~ 
in lett~ng that -rem&in as .!l seporate Part, since ft "is:certainly justifiable in 
vie'N' of:·its special subject tt¥Jtter • .''1 You couldn'.t ccunt how mBflY d~bates hev~ 
bean los.t• ·_!"'·indeed, I- could say hot¥' meny heads of theorcti<:1an3 h~ve .b~en chopp~,d 
off .... 011e:r,_the ouestion of wh'~t:. is genuine capital!stlc acc:urm.i1Qtion of ~.,p1ta1. 
and what ·is only -b~c_Itwa-rd, ·nori~C.aptt.alis_L·_tc, ·PrfmitiV~,._.l!Q·C·a~le~ accumulation. 
Poor Rosa;-,Lux,::mbul'g ha'd .. led berself comp!ete{y aRtrey by insisting that MArx · 
had not: r.eaH:,.·-.wOr~c:.d. o.ut ·'imper.ialism;. primitive. accull)_Ula_tion .of Cf.P,ital, since_, .. 
he had cor.side:-P.d .it Something cau_i_t8Ust accumulatiOn· had. :long s!n'c~ outgrov.•«:···- ·.­
And here we,.·~.~ e.~ .C;hat_.-i•lal'X -put· ~t dtrectly, integra·! i y, tiS .. pert 'of 'the Process of · 

·-; caplt3l::_a_ccu~l8t,io~.,: ··· · .· -. ,·· · · . ·.-, . . . -·-····~·-·--..... . .. ·· ·:.· 

.--- .. ~~ . -t! .t;~t;,,~nl:Y-:tl:lnt,.-·;·_Lt:~t; _me tell· you .chat Marx or18tnally thou~ht- he ·wdt.dd·· ,.~~~­
.·_}!-_Dt .iqc~u.de,::~h:~~ ·.~A_rt. 'NII.~ .h·t :Vo.+. r.~, .b.ut"·tht1t. he ·":ou l.d_ -.ins~~~c! :~md -~i.inPl.Y __ wi~~,.~· ;.\· 
-:sumnatic-n .. ~ljch~pte,t: ,eix; ~!,. -(uach ··~.crt wes--Called,.a. ChApter then),_ whiCh .would be..,. 

-~·: Cl:!lled ~ !~~_e:~.~n~erat::o~:;Of, ·.:S~~Pl~~ 'value .. -.intO C3pit~~ .• ·~---.}~~w. t'C?9k :.)l~ 'thci; nti.w.: na~: _· ... 
· -.--· ".T~e:.'_Pr~es's of th~'-Ac·cutri.Jlat!on of Cnpitcl." Please alf\O .riot'e 'Mal·x'S'"e)l;:pres!Jion, 

·• -.~:-~~~Ca!~.~~:~ftj~_I11 ·a_,.~grd, .. ~a~'x,:c~rtair\ty didn~·t .,rne~~ -~~Clt .. .t~~t.'.·~ ~1wh~t. ~t .. ,was·; but 
. t;h~t .. _ t~fs,·, iS who:t~ .·Aou ~,cl co~Lt. i nu~ .~with:.c:a!1i t.a lism_ eVermore_ , .. _ : ~:~x:at l ~-,_:-:den.r_._R.I?,~.:;,. ·. ~-. 
i't' .b-~Carae -imper.J,.c\lism ceiving

0 
up-~Africa_,:.-:Asia. Lelin:·llme~ic~, ~he)··~~q~le:E:ns·t;_,, :-:~ 

·_::-a_nd,- if -·we are .. to follov.• l·far):,_ Ell so ~AustraUa. . · f~rat;l Jf -.4u!)ltrol ia. was .~stil ~ 
1 
~hen· . 

"considered:a oO_lony; t_Mnk-of what a man Harx was, when, 1ri his Ethnological Note­
~~-' 111!·-;refers to~ the: Bt:!t1sh· imperialists as "asses", .wh.el'i!a!3 t~~ Australii!Jn . 
aborigine that~the--g-r~at:_: scholar t.?~s interviewing and cons1~eT.1,ng_,packWard beccuse,_ 
he -couldn' .. t ,und_erst(lnd Ghristl.iinlty. -was"to. :Marx: "t_he lnte lllgen~· Bl~ck. •: 

"•·::. ·!!'. 

·:-Have !L greAt time studyi,ng' this Appendix,. ond remember thAt •:a _great 
time" for· Hegetlan Mril-Xists means an awful lot. of Jabor,_ p_at.ience arid ~uffer!ng 
of the'negative. 

Yours,_ 

Rnya 
... 
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