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i Raya concluded by saying that she would 1imit horself to throe points. One
is the objoctive situation. It is imworative that wo do evorything to stop Carter's
@rive to war and not only in activitios but in the tatilo of ideas with all other
tendenciea so that Marxist-Hunaonism stands cut cloarly as something quite unique,

ideologically and organizaticnally,

‘ Two is the transformation of N&L, and its ox-
rension to a 12 pagor. Whilo the roason behind ‘the junning of the gun on the con-
-vention is duc to the many now responsibilitics and tasks that would flow from it
for N&L Gommittues, that is to say, the need to practlice theory, so that the desi-
gion at tho Convention will be tesod on molid achiovments in these mseven menths,
thoxe is aleo no doubt that the objective situntion and the neod to influenco that
objective situvation makos it, at one and the same time, more urgent and even more
nocessaxry o stross indiepensabiility of dialectical philosophy. It's nobt only the
differonce botween Cormespomdence which literally dumped alil réspunsiblility -onto
tho shoulders of the masnes in mowting the Oold Wsx, and Nows & Leitore whish -

- started both with 2 Black mroduction worker ag Editor and with making its vory first
~pemphlot & reprcduction. of Lenin's Philosothiic Noiebobks in Biglish and the ox-
. change of lottors on the Absoluto Idoa, I is . also the way tho presmmt book on RL.
.and Marx’s Fhilosophy of Rovolution informs tho mctivity, not hovause we axc eny .
. sort of "Iuxemburgists", but becauso Dialoctics helps.answer her, philosophically
- . apd'not only politically. -~ and doing so not only on the National Question and
JAgcumulation of -Capital, with which wo disegreo, but.doing so evon when sho is whol-
Lo Ay corroets and,. always, lot us novor forgot she was ong of the groateat rovolu-~ :
.- . [ tionawfos, Novexthaless, we show that ovon whoro she was corroct, she was not
%¢. - - deoply onough rooted philosophically. Fox oxamplo, wo, contrast whet appeared as
: - dgop philoscphic rooting when sho rojected Bornstoin's demand for romoval of tho
o dialectic scaflolding with what she did when sho disagroed with Marx on the Accumu-
lation of Capital, ard reduced nethodology to "rococco" style., Put difforently,
~had the Marxists considercd Marxism as a new continent of thought insicad of just
"founder", great cconomist-matorialist, and oven groat rovolutionory, as if thai -
could be separated from his now continent of thought, RL would not have thought it
was sufficient to contrast what was new-in the pericd she lived, with the poriod in
which Barx was alive, It isn't that Marx can't make mistakes, and it isn't thai
you am & Marxiat can®™t criticize and tring out what is new; Indoed, that is the
task for your age. It is thut you must dig into tho mothodology which mado him
noithor right or wrong, and leaxrn from it. IVwemburg did no such thing, any.more
than dld tho so-ealled orthodox “heirs", Yo must undorstand how unique we aze,
thot while it's truo that without Lenin, especinlly aftor his philosophic reorgani-
zation, we would have np solid ground, but we alono soc in Mame’a new continmnt of
thought and try to define our tasks accordingly. :

. . Lui mu give you one exemple, as
to how tho book can bo misundorstood, or at lcast not fully appreciated, and not .
only by tho outside, but Ly oursclvos, by citing my intorview with the lialian ro-
porter, After I praisecd Luxeomburg's vicus on spontancity, writings on 1505, and
Preecionce about imperianlism and tho opportunist charactor of Kautsky, he asked
how close wo are to Luxemburg, My answer was that wo aro not Luxemburgists, far
from it. One word can zum it up and yot tell you nothing unless you do appreciaté
the depth as well as sclf-developnent in dialoctics, But if you do, then that one
word, dialecties, is why wo arc not IMxemburgists, whother wo take up the quoesiion
of Women's Liberation, or the National g cstien, or Accumulation of Capital., Paop-
le have forgotien that the battle of ideas involvos not only labor and capitel,
which are absolutoly irroconcilatle, but the batile of tendencios, and that battle
of ideas within the movermnt is whon you first must aprreciato SELP-DEVEIOPMENT OF
IDEA or you cahnot understand, much loss come to be the SELF-BRINGING FORTH CF

LIBERTY.
What I have been speaking about in the last paragraph ic actually the third
point: the book. 4And it is in relationship to what the book is about, and that fixrst
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chapter which that jousmaliet was inspired enough to want to translate and see if
. he could -convince his publishor to wublish sxcerpts, that the whole subject -
moved from question of interview ou the chapter and 1905 to Whet is Narxist-Human-
isn? and hic desire to got the Archives. T was aluo askcd in New York (I valiave
it was Ray) to explain the cxpression “and yot, and yot, and yet." On the one

. hend, it is, of courae, very deranding and scemingly ovorbold when wo say that

i

avernl an Engela, aven a Dixenmburg ~= indeed, very nearly all Marxists oxceyt Mary ==
had reached a turning point they could not transcond, And it is wrong for com=-

rados to think that I have to tell them (as if I know) how tha book would end,
"It isn't that X don't Imow thoe genaral diveciion, And it ian*t that both the

] movoment of the difference betwson philo-
lution to philosophy of revelution, 7t iz that knowing"in gonerel
in not Jmiowing in the concrste, and T am. & dinlecticlan who practicos the fact that
you cannot Jnow tefore you knew, that it must come out of the whole moviment of
-:the took 1fsslf, . S o .
. - ... - vhat the bock doos is compell us to go-back to methodology 2t all
. traoce se].f-dcvolommtilo‘..h from bolow and frem philosophy. Ihdt is to:

,fs_a.y‘,. thoe movement from practice and tho movemont from theory are no abstractions,

:But ‘wnless thoy: ars unlted, we havo not lecasurud up.to the challeuge of the age,

[
e

" 'Absolute Idea as Fow Beglnning 45 cur point of deperture whothor wo talk of the -

_‘book or we falit of vosistanco to CGrtorls drdve for war. . The new beginnings. pro-
-Jectod ‘today in a transformation of tho paper and in the announcement about the

‘“‘chapters of the book which ¥1l1 bo availabie to'all by tonvontion-time, and.in

the astivities pxojeoted, {not only 2 to Youth and Black sbut for each one. of us), '
© Will. be tho test at the Convention, . ‘

r

Hooting Convened 10 AN, Adjowrned 3130 PM




