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. Arve you dad? Your last letter mmiioned going to Indiz, and since at
ihe caze tims I recsived anctner letter from a frisnd of zine who is an erthros
yologist and who wan 1ikewize going to Indla for a oonfarence, I wonfiered
" whethar you tvo met. His maxe ic RiKlall Vitkin, a Eusalon emigre, whooa
artiols on ths Asistic mods of produation (quite pooxly trennlated) appeared

' : 1l 8 oty A@iﬂ.ﬁmt%hgutm.m
roating ooxrespondconeo .

that I e

Pagels than you. I is tus thet I hava toan
34 higtoric defoat of tho female

hng ooty it etate-

not against "femivien" {whatever that mezns), Wi the whole
m which aprlies to Engels . (nol to mention alj ke so-callsd
wxits of Murx and Engels ag if they were ane) is that he
of Msrx's philovophy of mevulution, the total
bhis exploitutive, molst, sexict, atiensting, claas
cariod out o uni=
‘ - _'.‘ B

he dimle
o linid
old, but somehow
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January 25, 1979 w

w Comrade lawrenco,

. HWe keen arosaing in the mall., Yowmw dated Dee, 31 cane
Jua, 18, and whorers that oan definitely be blaned on the in-
neficlent siate of the post office, I keep thinking that cur

- paths must have crossed somerhere. At first I thought it aay
have boen in Waterloe, Catavio, on the 100th anniversary of
Lenin®s birth and 200th aamivereary of Hegel®s, whea I spolte
on the zhiilosophic smbivalence of lenin to the Telos confersice;
I thought you wers teaching there then. But the present letter
made me think of sousthing far, far backs 1047, wWag it thon
ihet you wcre referring 10 you and Xorsuh irylng to get an
auydienca? Unfortinately I have a very sour memory cf one evont.
It is true that I "loved" some Goxman refugecs, and indaed ever
since my 1944 ariicle mm the Stallnists' porversion of Marx's

* law of valua, which I both ansiyzed and sharply aritiecized in

* the Apericen Economic Review, Sept. 1944, the Frankfurt School
prdn overturee to me. Then Ruth Flacher :lmrite-'} to adirens
‘her group on state oaptalisn. Five or six mea' Ler that
evening, but none took tha floor while we got into a hented ap-
gument over Luxemburg, I couldn’t eiand her attitude at all '
and hea slanders, much less how she:eculd have thought that I
would act that way jJust becauao I dizagrwed with Luxenbwrg's
Acoumulation of Gerdtal, In any case, npleace toll pa Kayxdl
Korsch waun't one of them, I will leave the whole questlcn
of Korsch, the Frankfurt School, and Adorno®s type of negative
dialsctios, and &rcuse's conata.nt changes of line for another
tino,:

What doos connect with what wo are ’a-a.lking about now 1s

that I simply oannot undexatand how such mexdous acholars can
be go vnperious and at the same tine extromely arrogant trwmnd
Lenin’c Ahstract of Hegel’s Golsnce of logic, Instead of seeing
what a tremendons break there was in Lenin betireen the vulear
Haterialisr and Enplyio~Criticism and the stidy of Hegel after
the outiweak nf YWI, they continue to attack Lenin as the auther (i
of Materialinm and EmdAric-Critiolsm., Fanmneligek alimys ez the
sclentint rather than the philosorher, B&ut that isn't txue of
Koroch and he definitely imow tho letier to the editers of Undor
the Bannercf Marxism, where ha asked them to consider themselves
"the materialist fwiends of the liegelian dialectin. It is alsc
truo that lonia's Hohebooks hod not been jasblimhed when the so~
called "Wostern Marxlen" == Lukacs and Kcrachw= hud written thoir
ipportant works on philosophy. 4And it iy ©inaliy dko truo that
Deborin attacked Korsch gnd Lukaws "in the name of Lenin® using

ite and pleces of the Notebboks without publishing the whole
until the eaxly 1930, PFhey were finally published, and as lato
an 1947, when I Sirst translated them intc Pglish, I was offer-
ing them for nothing both to the Trotskyists and to Columbim Uni-
versity, getting refuselsn on the basis that people were interested
only in lenin®e politics and not his philosophy, and that anyway
they were Just "seribbles."” But again, how can pessibly someone
ag soxlous ag Kowsch in philosorhy heep disyesmrding them at the
samo time as acting as if Materialisn and Emplric-Grifleliom were
the last word.5
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So Zar as I'm concorned, 1t eagde +o0 bo not only tho Graat
Mvide in me Lerin, but in She whole Marxist movement, and
povscver it is imposwible to diszegerd it if one sericusly
faces the dialeotiocs for our age, For a Lukacs to act ae if
the only diffsrencu hstween hie work and Lenin'e Notelooks
1x the queation of date (and on which, incldeantly, ho's also
wrong, elncs, whils they werou't known, Jemin had done his
woek 3 192 and Talaos in 1919-22) means that we'ro atiil,
not just opportunists likelhe, Wt thoroughly anl meenly in=
teilsotualiecls in the wornt senue of tho «@oxd. Fron tho
cther end ~ tho oonservative Hogel doqoity ¢f Alicrica -~
we neo an.Anterest wrely scadaslc wab 1970, with thene fmo
gnriversaries ochelding, ard with the fact thet Yamen?s (dbern~

Tdee, vhoe: tima had oones they evidenlly theughty
they qould kill toree birds with ono stone W having ms come and
talk on Higel'e Absolute Idoa. Netually I had 107 follow the
taxt™ nost meti_culousl;y,_;nmp.aph by paregmsh, And singe 1t
‘s%111 will not be published until aometime ati thie year, I
give you my cOPYe Lot's discuss Lt. :

. :Bo you're going averyshere Wb UZA?  The intelleciuvsls nay
be good for nothing, ut I sure’ nave found sone magnificent
workers and, in fuct, I've beon working with-them foy over a

_quarter of & ceotary. S0 let me at least say one ‘maye thing

“about some Kaupfgencsce an’-.gomg workers, and in this ocsesn in=
slade one complémeitary thing a.%ou% the Trotokyiata, Whew WHIL
broke out, tho Germsn commudes W&EG aiving me Toasons for colevo~
miing "in thelr own way" with the Slate Depertmern ‘and with whst - | -
pesame ths CIA, to "fight faacismg” the Trotekylsts went to B |
for opposing U3 imparialismy the ARerioan workews ware doing
~thing from wildeatidng in the mines to slow-doyms in the auto shopdy
and directly efier tho war, had a general strike, WYha were the ] I

backward ones? ot

, He will really have to £ind some "neutxal ground" to got - i

togathar ong ficmevhere . in the note~toordistant future, vhern e
each of us has progreseal mercln the work at hend, and I'n B
alweys as slow a8 malzases In Janmary.
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Mprith, 29,1979
Deax 1Xs
not sure I understand one of your

but
'raly pot write snywhere as rapidly
auyﬂudo-and books at tiat! “1: o please taxpoctthoushthrﬁu—cumn&an—l

Thank you for youye o sth
oritioim of my not misw

80
tion, However, if 'the voferencs 1= to your :mxks about statescapdtalism, then
I plemie not guilty as I sant you ny a=jer workse I spent 3 full yusrs studylog
the flve Yoar Flans, and that was after yesxs of debhuting "just politloadly™ the
question of the natury of the Russian economy with evexy une from Trofeky down.
“munaia AE & State-tapitalist Socdsiy rot only "1t* in the 15%0s i tightly
related to the revells agninzt it evar since June 17,1053 East Gﬂm.ry.&thsnae
the whole of Part V,"State Capltalims vs, ¥¥oedcm, The Prodleus ¢f G Age® -
in BARXISM ARD FREEDOM, 1057. By 1973, in PAILCSOPHY & REVOLUTION, it was
further davaloped both &s Gmpter 7 oThe African Ravolutdens and the World Eooncm"',
and (h.8, "State Capitaliss and Daat Rmcpean Revolis”. Retuwally when you write
Fehrusxy 6th that the thewry of state capitalisn nesds aodifiomtions becsuse
Rupaiss matnn of produotion axe aot "in mrivate hania®, I dscided {hat you aust .
not tave read ny hooks, and that I ocertsinly couldn't comwinco you ina .mb\‘.ar
what =y dshi.:l.ad stody md not.

, I snmorny I donotm.vem&;% '
% took on SUsPHOt WO 23y NO nae %eyo.

_ would lovae sosaion tith you and athm you -mention
when by s of ymoruhmwcmtﬂunk you'll reaca thete ahotws.. Ax you -
‘know, 1 an not & “professlonal”™ witer, tut mwﬁmt who wites when sbes csn
steal tins amoept aurrsat avents whdoh I very newrly huve to write “hﬂﬁ.aht
Did you saw timt ona of ay rieoxs on Portuzerl ims trenslsted into Fexui? * Here
1sthsmamtrmmtxmhapswouldwtmmtsdgt.hmmsfaw._
vmtm.mmnimthm.

P RNt

- Yoty I vead Qydl Leviti's sexious mwuy of your uoﬁ:. a.nd WAB BOITY
I had not knowm ahout it when I wax masting scme freeinds on tho s wWho
were both in vomen's Libexutlon, snd in Hyngaxian Revolutlony inde m iw!.ted
by cne who is plamniug an snnivercaryeethe 25w-in honor of the 1956 Ravolution
&8 in those years I vas considered & sort of honorery nember besaune of bhoth
what I bad written in 19567 ant have worked with come emigrea gver einos, though
I must admit momt have either Yeen al:sorbad into "Hestern oulturce" or kesp to
acadonia alone, as withees Hesaros,

Ars you in Baxvelous, or Milanc still? I am not sure I uhderstand what you
mean when you say I did not provide "bibliograrhle data™ on Lenin's greappling with
Hogel's 06 & After gotting nelther Columbla Univeraity nor the
Trotekyis aase %o ny treaaintion of Lanin's Abstmscet, I, in 1957, appended
to my MaF, erd (hx, botl: saction on “Lenin and the Diclectics A Mind &n Agtion®,
and the one on “Tho Irish hevolution and the Dalectic of Hi..toz;»r " By the tine
I myself had worled throughe-neexly a decade latexw-all of Hegek's majorworks, I
fhen wrote the ohapter te which X azamme you refer t¢, "The Shook of Recognition
and the Fhilecsophlo Ambivelence of Lerin”, That chapter in PAR has 50 footnotes,
Snel, the vary latest from the Ruseian scadswic Kedrov who t3des fo giva the very
opposite intermretation, O are you referring to the address I zave to the Hegal
Soolety of America oa EhgeThs Absolute Ides, whare I go, pmxsgreph by psragraph,
through that Imst chapter in of g, and slss itclude Lendin and Adormo.
Tiat 1974 lecture, believe it or not, Nonlly be beought out this fll by ‘;
Huomnities Preos as pert of the Proceedlngs of the Hegel Soiety of Amexlce, cor so i
they dvote me., I got 3o disgusted as to how vory sepaxate fyom 1ife these
academios relate to thelr thought that I have pald no attention, but you can deﬁnite ;

give them avedlt.pooking forward to hear a.bout your adventuxea in Spain & Italy.
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