o Septembor 12, 1978
Dear Friends, o

DG you kiow that Maxx, as far btack as 1845, had a contract for his cri-
tique of the "Kational Folitical Ecunbmy,"” which was, 22 years later, to bee
- eome CAPITALT

Pcu..l., he nct only had 1%, a.nd thought he could do it "in 5 weoks,“ but had
ccnsidera‘ble pressuxe fronm h!.a colleague, bnsoln, "o finish 1t." Marx resist.
doing any such thing., He didn't nse the woxds “re-ormanization of self" for
. what was ncedel before he could do it, but he did, insi_st that first what was

needod was philosophic ground, both te clear ‘the decks’of what he was aud for
. .what hig 't.houshts would signa.l -as a new ccutinent of thought,, And it is hexe;-
:rwecisely, that we can see the sha.rp ddvision between l«az.-x and Ex:sels. '

_ Plaase Leop” 5:1 mind ‘that Mazx thought 50 highly of Engels that the firet
werk cf c.l.ea.r'.:‘lg thaiz: heads that issied :t‘:r:am thei:r: pen, THE HOLY FAMILY, was
not only signed hy bo*'h. but Engels's name proceded Marx's. Engels's response
however, to Harx's putting aside the “"Oritique of National Economy" was to thls
effect: Tor heaven's °.ake, do finigh that work. Your cxitique of national
econopy is so far superior to anything existing that rou must stop being so
self-critical and give tho movement what it-nust have, Nor did Marx stop thet
solf-culticlsn when he did work out his total philosophy.

It is that methodclogir, the dialectics of self-development that is in-
separable from both the Universal and the concrate, the individual and the oa-
ganivational, tho collectivity, inside and outside, as against the potty-bor-:-
geols narrow subjectivity, trat is demanded of us. And this is so most of all
this yoar because, precisely because, we are all starting anew with relations
inside the organlzatlon tled to tho projected work on Roga Luxemburg as well
as organizational growth, whothoxr that means founder and leaders, leadership
and ranks, totality and individualism that lets nothing interfere with its
universallsm, i:c., freedom. In all cases the kay word is re-organizationse.
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The po&.nt An a1l thesoc roorganizations, oo it individual or colloctive, th
___x word, or parhaps I should sAy, key ayliable, is RE-crganization.

in the lottsr tv the REB-NEB, thou,';n 11; ccrtaix)ly camo more prokinently into
focus here as I spoke on the difference betweon Marx and Engels when it was
aleaxr. beyond the poradveniure of a doubt that Marx's philosophy meant Mary him-
gelf, And once it meant Marx himsolf, 1t hocame insoparablu from (1) critical

. activity, not'. only aga:mst the. bourgeois. oxder with uhich ho had broken, not

oply fron lefk Hegolians from whowm he was sepa.mt.'mg, not only tho new he and
Engelz would develop with the critique of THE HOLY FAMILY, but, above 314., also

norf-cxlticlsnr (2) this eritlcal praxis Maxx called for was hyphonated with
the word, revolutionarvs and (3) between critleal and revolutionsry came prac-
tical, and that not omly as proletarian, though it did all begin with thoszo

"maghificont 1844 woavers ¥ho broke up tho machines and burned ‘up the desds to

thom, but, again, also for hings1f ug, by the mid~1860s, he tried a course in
pract:l.ca.l 1abor

Put dif.‘.‘erently, whan Merx troke with bourgeois goclety, ho laig the "neu
Humanist"” foundations Ffor Histoxleal Haterialiam, the cxiiical-pra ctical—:evo-
lutionayy gc‘tivity, that fo this day governs rvevolutlomary genuine MNacxism. Tt
compels a concratoness in self-TK-organication that stops "toking for gran'bed."'
knowledgo ond experience and, insieud, darands that the specificity of tasks

and rergons bo meisurcd by what has baon spelied out as Porspeotives for the

year. Thus, what would seem 2 moro move Srom one locale to anothor--Tyran and
Diane's moving to the Contor in Apzil--ig, in fact, a realization that reoxgani
zation cannot galn i1ts full developmont "in the field,” as the Black Thought

yamphlet 2s process indeed had proved. '

.Since I can no longer delay starting the work on the book, and thus do not
havo time alsc to address a letier to the memberxs galned at the Convention, I
do at least wish to remind thie local organizers please to make a packet for oo
now member, In this way, he/sho secs what had happened kefore joining and his-
tory becomos part of the present, with the Archives outline tying past and pro-
sent in a way that the new members know that ovon what seenms "archival"‘ is in
fact thocrotic preparation for gnconing American Rovolution.

I'1) reappeer on the scene at the ond of the year and participate in the {

gumning up of the first quarter. Yours, Raya
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Lot us tharefore xetu:en to t-rhat seoRad fax away and what I touciwd on more
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