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Daar Sybilie,
.Micheel Flug's report to me of your activi+1ng and wrliting
',excitod ne, not only beeause I was naturally mest pleased that you
had broken with Trotskyism in ihe analysis of Russia and Fast Europae
but because the three areas of concentration that you'vra Imersed in
are the very onaes that I am working on. It is true that it is
lone aince 7 dug deeply into the quesfion o7 the role of trade
uniong in & workers' state, but from the very start of my anulysis
of Russia an a a stote-capitalist society, it was net Russia but the
role oi labor at the point of production thaut led me both to philo-
SJphy.and women's liheration., vhat I mean fg that 1 began to icon-
dretize, or try tc do so, what axactly were the forces of 1ibbration
in @ay higtovic period, especially our cwn. And becausz in p U.s.
“thare was thls flow of labor from South to North, which inclydéd -0~

"'fpac ally Elac? women in factories in the. North being the most mi;i—

foanu of ull. 1 Hegan my fights within the trotskyist movement .

;naw rale for womer. shouting most against the ve*y word “rolpﬁ bnd
?Ausing znstead Subject. . S :U

Two decades later (or is it three?) it is still women’s libera-

R on. but not as attacks only on male chauvinism, but aam. crii?ﬁia ef
'*ﬂﬁhe_momen theorists:/of our day disregerding Rosa Luxemburg b:ca s’

‘:: she'didn{t'write very much on the "woman question."# In thel

‘,df beginﬁing the work on Rose Luxemburg, I realized that thetm st )

" ‘erucial period in her 11fe--1910-1914—-was actually the period she was

- most original and really- superior to all other ravolutionarigsxlinc1u~
ding Lenin. Thset is to say, she broke with Kaujsky way ahead the .
outbreak of World War I when i*t was all too easy to see his refprmism
and betrayal., She senscda the most corrupting event of all--imperial-
ism--even though her “solution" I thoroushly disagree with, that is to
'say. i'thoroughly disagree with her analysis of the accumulation of
capital. And both in her anti-imperialist work and theoretic work on
accumulation of capital, she had to contend with not only reformists as
enemise, but the male chauvinism which alse characterized revolution-
aries, and the fant that she never sald a word on that subject doesn't
mean that she wasn't both aware of it and had to frame her argument in
a way thet wouldn*t bring that aspect o predominate over the revolution-

purposs,
By now, my work fds expanded far beyond both these critiecal
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- subjecte--Rosa Luxemburg in her own rirht, and today's woemen's
iiveration movemanty- It is this1 nothing ghort of Marx's theory
of revclutlon cen really dip 8o deen into the varinus revelutions
aince. ag eompared to the 1871 Civil War in France, ae not only
tc be ralevent for our ase, but to be jﬁdispensib’r for tha theo-

retic praparatian fer revolut; ion.

Let ne give you just one oxample of whet I'm tbihkirb of.
Take the 1905 Hevolution, and see what cach of the three greant ravo=
lutionavien active in It-~Lenin, Trotsky, Iuxemburg--singied out
as the gryatast event, Rosa Luxemburg singled out tka genargl‘strika

i'and”“ha distingulched her doing so 1s that 1t wee not just

event that haprened and went, but scmsthing thet she tried t/ vquly
to Garmanp and that pe*aisted with her in 1910, 1914, l°l?.é££ﬁ 1919,
Ianin ainpled out democratic distatorsnlp of the pnoletariat and '
peaaan%ry. and- Fwotsky. permanent ]
saunded graaﬁest of 81l but whi oh
have developod beyond what 1t was In 1905,

In any case, I was. wonderiny whether (1) you could pcssiblﬁ
eenﬂ me ‘vhat you had done on Roas Luxemburg for the radic p#’“ram;
(2) Do ‘you know of any of her writings on the woman questioq $Fher '
than the 1912 talk on women's suffrage? And (3) would ycu bb in-
tereatad either in cdoing some research in the same peried IEI
ing on, or any translatzon of some of the articles that are un-
available to me hers? {8l

work-

Do let m& hear from vou; I wouldn't want this to B2 dry UPes.

Yours,

* Y don't know why I thought of the trade union questicn again
just when I mentioned the " woman question," but since I did, Ido
want you to know that I have quite a bit of material which hasn't
- been published. lor example, an oripginal piece of the Russian
gtudy e¢alled "laber and Soclety” which I wrote in 1943 had to be
excluded for space and im just available on microfilmnow from the
decuments I deposited st “Wayne State University. Also, I remember
copving all the Trade Union Congress' resoiutionz from some Russian
work; gosh, 1 don't remember what it was, but I could find it for

you if you wanted it. 15084




