Cutover 4, 1976

Inubel do Carmo
2HP/8R
Lisbon, Fortugal

Dear Conrade Icabirl do Cario,

Bver rincn last November 25th reactivnary, military toup, when the de-
veloping reveolution in Portugsl had %o work under the whip of the counter—
revolutiosn, We, au revolutionary marsivt-Humanists in the U.8. have ween
vory concerned with the work of the Left, especizlly PRP/SR, and you, with .
-w<hom ws felt 5 revolutionary affiniily. Tou probably have seen the writings
we hava gent you—iews & Letters (the paper),. ilews & Letters pamphlats in-

- pluding eleo two mejor pailosophic books: darxiom and Frecdom, and Philogo-
and Rovolution. Knclosed herewith is ¥his year's Perspeniives Report
as weil an Harxiemo v Liberiad, the pew Hexican edition which inoludos a
special prafacs snat expresses the solidarity of the cther; i.6., the pevo-..
litionary U.S. with the Latin American revelutionarieg sgainat \1.8. imperial-
~deme - I am i%s avthor, am well as National Chairwoman both of News and Latters

-Comnittdes and News & Leiters paper. / AR

In this letter, I wish to linmit nyself to the topic, “Rosa Luxonburg
And Today's Theoriats.in the Women's Liveration tovement," which is the ten-
tativé - title of my Gext kodk. I am moct anxious o jezrn your views on thic
topit. Two of the statemenis you have mede in your writinge relate to it— .
one, to the question of ithe relationship of theory to practice in genersl,
ard the other to Rosa Luxemburg in pasticular. You wrote that PP, wvince it
was o revoluiionary orgunization in Portugal today, didn't relaie to only one
Kerxipt théoretiocian alone, but to Marx and Lenin, to Trotsky and Luxemburg,
 Hay.1 nek which of Luxemhurg's theorics--The General Gtrike, the relationship
“of spunteneity ito organization, the Runsian Revolution, the Fnop Stewards
and-the German Revolution, as well as the theory of capital accurmulativn—do
you cénsider most relevant for todsy? You will note that in Harxismwo Y Liboertad
Che 8, the second pection "Apariencia y realided (ppe143-149), 1 ntrongly
critioize her theory, Acoum;lation of Capitaly Which doeon't mean that she
kaen't made a greant revodutionary contribuiion, bLoih theerotically and prace
tically.

The period that iklorests me mont iz 1910~-13. That is the period she
broke with Kari Ziuteky—some 4 years tefore Lerin had. It is the period,
wiich, aguin befor2 other revclutionery leadors, had witnessed ihe rire of
imperialism. She wac the first, anl only 1o conse the opportuniesm of the
Sacond International, but what she wern later 1o call {that "atinking corpse,"
And che began her fight againgt imperislisn, on the Horpcco crieie, on the
Algerian question, in the specific relationship to the opportunism of the
lerman Soeial Iemocrzcy. Vinally, it was in thoee 3 reara that she aleo
made a most important speech on womea’s suffraga, not just ap a Farliamentary
right, but as 2 force for revolution itcelf. ™hat is to say, althourh she




rightly vefused to be reatricted to the "woman Question," ahe not only.

worked closely with Clara Zetkin, but in thesy 3 Yyears wher she broke
. with Yauteky, followed . and fought the now irperialiom, she nlgo became
. - aotive, aa theoretician at leant,

in the worents movewent which, to ne
RS . by no socident at all, turned out to bz ihe moit revolutlonsry nection
i of the German Social Temocracy onoe Horld Wap I droks out.

The phrase that I consider mont digs
Women®s Liberation Hovenent is "Vouan au Bexeon ss woll ne Fopce." It
ie this whiok braepls my preaccupation with Women's Literation. I am
ecpeoinlly aanoyed with jhddpte women theorintn who, cvan when tiey oon- .

" rider thersalvap revolutionarien, act ay if Harx coniributed nothing to
that - subject, a}though he ig the founder of all ot te, and although he
‘not oaly; ns far back as 1844 whon he firpt brove with bourgesis nacietly,
wrota bf'mgn/ﬁonaq &g the moet fundemental question which exncsed the
._nitenatica~of_capitalism, tut ulao wap actuslly active in women*s movementc
both in Engddnd snd France, {llavs

inctive fo_oharagterize,the

Jou by any chanecs read The Women Inoen-—
Slaries by Edith Thomas who, despit

& the Anglo-Saeon name, hag writien g
Zairly recent work on the Paris Commune, in Frenoh?) .

R Finally, no queetion today can be sericusly considered if one seperatos
Ardﬁblutiqn?frpm,phiibzophy.‘ Becavse 1% is the unity of philosophy and revo-
littion %hat:alqnd-w1111be'ablo to move.uc of teday from the constani, aborted - .
revoluiione, to one that will aqtwally be, T hecame quite exuvited when I' firet .
il rasdothie Draft Prograz of tho PRF which mtateds 1t in alzo the organization
-7 oipabiles of making o gynthesis between theory and revolutionary practice.”
.. (Have you road."Hill tho revolution ir bortugal advappe? in the January- -
" Pebruary 1976 Nown & letters?)* The dialectica of liberation demands the
. working out oi to new a reletionehip of theory ang fractice, thet we must
‘gtert with the new conicapt which Lenin firgt projectsd whe
to Usgelian Qdislootics ag

2" he roturned
of the eusence for ilie revolution-to-be in Russia
“in 1917, but nevar worked out in ag total a way as our age

demwnds.
A}‘ 'f "I do hope I will hear Tron you on the queetionol? posed, or on anything
; o You wich to write youreelf, whethor in letter forg or an artiecle for our
Ty newspaper,

In ravclutibnary sclidarity,
comradaly vourn,
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* The PRP‘ncknowlcﬂged receiving vur matorial and promired 10 nond your
documentsn, but we have not received then.
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