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WOMEL'S o, :.'.‘.rLTI‘-TLI ARD BHISSRAPICH s UATIOLALLY AMD T TSiCATIONALLY

Rayn bLegan her. Ereat:.np ta the audisnca Ly noting that it was on just such a
misarerls, cold,’ nnowing day in 1917 in Aussia that 50,000 womer walked to
celaelrate International Women's Day, and that quiet 5C,000 bgcame 90,009
before the end oi the day. andi. man Joined them, and thes 2ovolution started,
But she’'did not want to start in 1917, and though we wouli L in 1975 very soon,
ane did not want to start there, either., She wanted to start in tho middle -~
ard nat cause was existentlalist and we wanted to Yeyin at a dracs ztic part,
but bea ﬂf‘r 1z nat Just individual, ut comes vhen rasses are 1n motisn
%o uproot soz“‘.ety'. Theroloro, Women's .,ibera.tlcn, no matter wher it 4s we
-,v.ta, , ard noﬁ matier whether or not they had an orgunization, iz first of all
eurrent. - All history is current history, nei orly becauvse we a.re' looking ai 1t
. H‘."J‘h contemporarv eyes. but because z1l significance iS what we make of il uhen
i wa look at it for our period.

She. three pages of nistory we would look at tomight were: 1946 iest Gormany,
1919 West Africa, ‘and 1955 Montgomery, Alabama. It was on a morning in 194§ n
doman AT _hamne

%@%}hat the miners in ihe Ruhr rot up apd found no ' ! no
Eresk¥asts ready, and no luach buckets packed. When ther pet to the pits they
Tound ‘thet,; the women had . gone there to greet. them with picket lines. It wae “he
;end of WWIZ and things wore very bad economically and socially and the .miners had
een ' talking for monthe. about striking, but never did, That was vhen the women -
dacidod to take.matters :Lnto their own hands ~="nnd clcsed down the mines.t
It was :
the mllowirg yee.r whenﬁn wes in France(uhich was still considered a most volu-,
onary country and was filled with .everyone from Vietnamese to Cameroms)‘%"ﬁ?&ww s
3 unme o the CGT Congress to speak to those they thought were more advanced than
i t.hsy were. The Camerouns said that at the end of the war they wers so happy thay
. went about trying to find out now to run their own lives at last. They didn't even
" .make out membership cards, and thought only a few would come out to the meeting
" .thoy c2lled, rut evaryona, men, women and children, the entdra czity, cama out.
The (GT told them some very stupid things atout how they had to be a trade union
first, and then could become a party -- all kinds of stages. fut, meanwhile,
because Africa is nut a country, Lut a continent, the Camerouns told gp this story
.about what happened long before WWII and not by the educated men, but by the illiterate
wonen, - In 1929 the Yritish imperialists in Bastern Iiiperis decided to tax the
wonen, and they sot so furious that they went on spontaneous strike (whieh was, of
sourse, callad a "riot")}., T& was not only spontaneious; it was apainst all the
- &dvice anyoiie, including the educated males, gave them; it was nol only againut
gritish imperialism, but their own African chiefs, who had not defended themy and
they crossed all tribzl lines. The combined force of Hritish imperlalism &=l the
chiefs did no% get "order" until after 40 women were killad and countless others

inJured ‘And what happened ric“nf‘hnm in the L5, in 12607 144 worderful ilrth
Carolina youth sat- in at a restaurant lunch counter and started the magnificent
Hlack Revolution. Iut the fact is that £ive years before 1960, cne solidary woman,
PRosa Parks, a saamstress, rejused to give up her seal on a bus, and roi arrested,
and the incident so aroused the youth that the entire Black population behaved in

a different mannaer than they had over dreamed - . They decided they would all so
to the courthouse, they orranized their own transportaton and boycotted all the
busses, they inspired lev. Xing to be with them, and thoy kept all daeisiens in
their own hands by meetiny three tives a week.

Il you can Jjust pick out at random in such different parts of the world, ard in
such different yoars, such magniflicent croativity, isn't it clear that creativity
is rot just a great artist bul massos i: motion that so woroot the old that a whols
new continent is born} This is the kird of creativily we are taliting alout.
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There iu another question we shculd ask ourselves, .hy do we celebrate March 57
Why not July 19 and July 20%-- when ihe first women's convention was hold right
here irn the U.3., in 3en2ca Falls, in 1843/, I thirk 1 car see thras reasons
- that this great date ic either f‘orgotten, or added as a footnote. "
'irsh.,, you
would hava to admit that it was the Slack di'nension t‘nat inspired ¥nat. And
slaves, at that, The sducated white womer were broupht to roalize that they ,
did not heve a single right of their owm by the ilack wousn like Sojourner Truth
and Harriet Tubman, and many other wiho were the spoakers and the generals
of the Abolitisnist Mevement and startad not only the fipht arainst slavery, ut
for wousn's rights. .And they soon found cut that many of the nen who were for
Abolition were not for women's rights, The only man they could pai to chair their
fimst meoting was a Elack man, ¥rederick Lourlss.
The second reason rovolied about
- the ievet that tha sldgan of the Libarator of “WiGarrion was "The Horid is y Country.
This internationalism was not a question of 2 or & couniries getting together; lmt
exposing wheore, freedom is denied, It was at tne Abolitionist convertlon in Zngland;a
yeaws bafore i64B8,that when they refused to seat the women and made them -
\s:lt ih the zallery, Garrioon took his geat in the gallmy with them.
The third

:reaacm As the roveluti onegy aga, Xt is certainiy true that 1548 ‘b'-i';azs you

‘face to face with Marsdsm -- tut Lefore that you have to see that it was ihe 1848
revolution..‘&xroumouu Zurcpe that inspired the wolten's movement in this country.
Revolution was averywhere in the alr.” And I don®t think we have a daily women's
.papor here yet, but the French women did -- Ia Voix des Ferwes. And a fow years
be*‘ore, another women, lora Tristan, in 1843-44, exactly when Karx was ‘discuvering

ia ‘new contirient of thought, was ‘che very Tirsy to make a motlon for a workivman's'

37 dnhternational, an interantional of Worir.‘m{: men and .rork:mg vontgir, that would not .

separate mental from manual or thecry Irom practice. She demanded +he e8tablishmont
‘of workers' paiacos -~ vhere you do not end the day whon you end werking, but -
go on 'L‘.o edt.cat"l.on 2nd all other Rorms of activity, hy don't we hesr of her?

What was this revolutionarv ape of the 184%0's? It was not orly that a new challenge
. had been .opened, with the Cormmnist Manifeste hut that before that Manifeste, in .
‘breaking with bourgoois society, Haw: did not break only on tis economic quedion,
that is, overthrowing the capitalist eclass. He-broke on the question of a totally
“different way of being, iHe said that the most furdamental of all relations

is’ that of man to woman. - And unless we solve that, we will rot have a now society,
The reason ho called his philosophy Humanism was to stress that he was against
capitalism but did not think that neration was more than tae very terimning of
creating a nevw scelety, and ftotallly now humun relations.

Wie womaen in 1975 have rot even yat goi ko the level ¢ Sojourner Truth., She
was born a slave, called Isabel, She ran away %iine, ard sho spoke to Cod, and
said hs told hor» to travel -- gsofourn -- and tell the Ltruth of slaversy. That's
kow she pob her rame. One single name had her entire philosophy, and not only
for her life but ior ours. Yhy shouldn't that lecome the hasis for tho re-
orgenization of our thourht and philosophy ard actusl roveluiion? Insteas of
revolution, today we ere [firding counter-revoliution everyvhere. :How could it
hanper thet in 1975 we have Joston? soth the 1acisn of tho vhites in reneral
on the school issus, and the convictior of Ir, Frelin, Look at I[llinois, wiern
you can't avern rot the Eil -- rot that we ars ortirely uneritical of ZA our-
selvas —- but the peonlo vhe are dofeatin, it are the thovoura reactionaries.
Wnat ¢id ve co in tho 10605 that o le.‘st@r~revohtio:; is hero in the 1970s7

9
took cur bodioys tacl, nt then we sald we vanted o hnads Yacek, too. The
activity wasi't oolns to stop at just Lein- a-ainst the hovrcoois eiploiters,
tut was turned te our comrades in tho Laft who wore conient to lat us just do
the erankini: of the nimeo machines., Tuis was the Pipast tine that happenod.

14998 And whaen yeu had all this activity solnp, how emuld you nave such a tackward movement?
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It was bacause wo 4idn's have a phailosophyoei Jiberatior alan- with tho activity

of liberation: The minute you separate thoory and pracites Fou erd up dn a
poverse riovsment, ' '

Aud the expose of male ciwuvinism is Just one of thn tesits *hat has 0 be done,
He have ts pet to o eriticism of ourselves, That i3 iy I vant to take UL sone
‘of the. woman L theorists, to see what they have achievod amd vhat thay
aldn't -~ owbside ‘of the aipose, e

-~ Ta%e tha Secornd Se, Wy Simono do svauveir, vhat
did she got all the cradit Tor in the €0'57 She wis ciporince certain things, not
only in acononics, and makin: senuality a discussalile subject ~- Tus hen conclusion
was theisince men did a1f thesa thinrs Lo us, it was the mor'y protlam, asd they
had to free us, A “lack voman worker in ¥, said .thatl rng craty, she never lmaw .
of anybudy vho got freedon without fighting for 1%, -t it Is Do Zesuvoir's Bristone
tialist philosephy that defines "Cther" as the onesy —- i -should woman be "Other"y
There are zome terribls things she concludes, She 5ays of losa luremburg, the
grastest theoretician we had, that she was "ugly* and that's why she didn't have to
vorry. Isha't that fantastic? I have !mown some of the most rendsome men of all
natighalities vho told me they thovght Rosa Luxenturs was the most beauiiful. vonan
. in the ‘'whole world; she has such 4. great presence, was such a groat orator, had
I such great thoughts, and such great eyes, that once she was on a platform, if there’
. 'were 10,000peopis in the hall, nobody eould look at anything elso or hear anything .
© vt vhat came out of her mouth,  Iut to Simone de Psauvoir, it was becauss she was
“uglytls vhat male-chauvinist covld be worse than thatt Hearfrile she dodsn't
~have to take up her views,,. she ‘takes them up in passing, As if that ish't ad
enough she says ‘Ross LuoXeuburg was Irgdave, and was alongside Leibimecht, Thers
;dsA't anybody who doosn't know that it was always Lienbury and Leibimecht, not '
. 'the other Way around —- Luwxemburg was the theoretician. Iut that didn't Mt inot
. . .-de.Peauvoir's styla, ' ' -

R e don't have too much tins to Jeal in'depth with the Zxdstentiai- -
“ists, or for that matter, with the Strueturalistz, like Juliet ditchell. - But : ’
.. dsn't it about time that all the beople who are 30 hot against male dominatbion ;
T éxpalin why thay ave always following that kind of a thought? Ifitchell has
" Freud -- vho may have onco hesn ravolutionary, tut isn't now, These French and
English are susposed to he 50 much greater than we backward Americans, hut at
least we éon't zo for rovd.

Take even the one wio is supposed to bte a revelviioumary

- Boclalist, Sheils Rouwbotham., 3he writes on J0C years, stading in the 17th cantury,
but you would nevar know it from her titles. ho would know that "Impudent Lasses"
is supposod to te the 17th centur » ihat does she say? That the rovolutions have
all besin male dofined, ond that's vhat's wrong withihen. Cutside of doing away with )
vwoman's roles as imporiant, she winds up with vanpuardism, Take 1917, where wa started
tonight. The action was started oy the women, nobody elss. In fact, everybedy told *
then not to zo on strike » aver: tho Iolsheviks, Loecaurse ihey ware afpaid they'd be
mowed down, Zut the woman went out on strik%e anyway, and the aen Joined tiem, There
was no party, no erranization”leadine " then, Trotsky, in his distory of the Russgin
Revolution writes of how preat they were, It's true ha says they didn't jmow what
they vere doing, Wt i five days Czarism, the gsrontest reazlionayy systam in the
world at that time was avedthrowm. .o you would think that if this was a male-
defined revolution, and that's what's wWrong with it, that you would have, a differant
interpretation ol $0,000 people valking out on. strike, i what fowhotham says
is that they didnt’ know, it was only spontansous, aid apparently nothinr is important
until somo intollectnal leaders tell you what has happened. She is pushed in a
cartain direction with thourhts that havoe nothire to do with male ar Temale., If
you are burdoned with tha concent that the manses aw-e raclkward, it doesn't mattes if
you are mala or not,
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.The oniy time Rewbothum comes out apainst Jarx is vhen she says that sinee liarx
gavo the cormect interpretetion of the exploitation of the worker by the
.eapitaleist, it was only economies., It lsn't Hruws, o names his philosophy
2umanism inerder Lo sitress he was asainst eapitalism, asninst Cormaunism, and Jor
new human roiations, ot only did #am: help orranizme reny wonen's movements,
write 100 full pazos on women and chiid lator in Tanital, but he practiced what
he felt. Who in the 10th cantury not onlysaid they weve lor egnal rights, mt
practized 3t7 He hed Madame Law as part of the deneral Couneil ol the Inturnational.
Rowbothar has to disrapard Huwanisn, disregard the fdislectics of Liberatlon which
hns entared into each part of the struirrles. all in order to sas that supposedly
Feminisu and lariism will come homs o roest vhen UL is made 2 pracondition for
revolution, sowr, it iz one thing to say thzi ve have to prectice not the day
after Lut the doy of ard the day Lelore -~ tul vhe can neke “preconditions"?

Loes anyena 'mow whab will happent The fovr reatsst forces ol rovolution in
this country are riack, Lebov, Youth, “onen. t %o talk of "preconditions”
neahs yeu think you have all the answers -- and that sort or thinking camot come
fram enything else tud the fentastic view that the masses ars haciciard, and the

. women mM&3Ses oven Hore S0 kesstse until they learn their politics frem you they
#1311 never get enwvvhere. '

" .33 speinst non-undarstanding of what the Ldalectics of Libaration means, let us
. 5. look at:some women who are very great. th
" Barrena, one of the “Three Marias" who wrote A DTN 3, .
-+ New Portusuess Ietters. She vave a talX’ in the V.S, and nado three main points; . :
- TY the greatness of collactivity. The fact that thpee women 3n fascist Fortugal just
= . decided fo sit dovm and talk together cbout a Mtk centwry nmun and what life was
' i'1ike teday ir Portugal, .They decided Irom the first not to reveal vho wrote: which

2 ‘-»':‘.pé.rt:"al'.?_.‘ﬂ_u'ee_ wyould have to co to privon if anyone did. ‘he first collectivity
v, was formt of ﬁﬁivﬁgaiég evalopment and gave them sirength. '

0

2) Sexuelity}® ER dhat uas vorse than even the prison wus the liberals coming
to Interview them and asking »Is it just a fominist book, or is it political?" -
Ghe .seid unless polities was a new way of relationstips, 2 new ciliure, and a new
way of doing things -~ not changing little tiny things so women could do what men
did bafore, but totally uprooting the whole thing, thers was no point to it,
Sexuality was a political question -- and the worst thing was that it was hidden.
3) And the third thing was finding larxism. Sthe said she was for feminism beaause
itwds the only hope for chengine this soclety vhich she had, The Trotslkysistis
who had given her a platform wers vory unhappy with the answer sie gave when thoy
sald it was the revolubion in Fortural that [reed ihe women; she said she vas

glad there was the vevoluidor, Wut it waz rnot that +hat freed them, tait the
internalional movement of women who sont mass proltesis Irom throuzhout the world,

Tt is because you have to have that sort of leeling for ereativity ithat comes out
of liberation, Ffor the new continent of thought that camo with Harsr, for knowing
that when you talls about "leadership” like these women are talking about it they
don't mear. ore more vanpuard pariy. Thoy mean the mnity of theory and practico.
I° vou get the philosophy of liberation as that mity of theory and practice

then you won't be so worrisd about the philesopher -- is e man or is sho wonani--
you will pay attention to what is the wailosorhy ~- and vhathor that really means

te chanre all the relations,

At this stare when we aro functioning wder tho wiip of iao counter~ravolution,
whether that is in Zesbon or rizht hews, it is innorfant Lo see that wo do not
have just “mindless” activily, or even -reat achivity -- tut activity tocether
with a philosophy of liveraZion,

2eya finisned with a quotation Irom Chatper © of IIILDSCPRY AL XAVOLULTIC. on
the . Fassions ard Forcaz. (P. 200 "The wniquoness of fodays WL movement ...
~ - S,

ervanisn of Liberation,” oamip,230 it is frue, of colrgo,..irow itsel™;
P29 "The per that c‘-:z'.ractari?.a::.; OUL A0, . vemaiss to o ol 15000




