5/14/60

Peur "Redny

Sorry that I hed not gotten a chance to see¢ more of
you but of course when the olass etruggle is active nothing else
has precedence, However, the magnificaent Job you did plusgithe
nearnaas £o the masgas just when both a great strike and t
independent aotion such a9 relief was being acoomplished ought
riot to be allowed to pase without some very precise and elaborate
notes of every detail of the sstlion and the reacticn for future
uee, Alunys, at the end of such an aotlon one finde how much one
hes growr in stature gad ewpsrience, ‘and how much more he will
knotr the next time. +he polnt 1a now no% to let 1t digappear o8
the past, but to write it dowvn carefully and reexanine later,

Yo doubt Frank has told you that I am! Working on a
big articie on coal, HAlthough I have read li%terally dozens of
books ani know the history of minera for a full century, nothing
will be ag valuable in that article as the aotusl talk with: -
rank and filers on their specific attitddes, All -theory, you know,
$6 Marxists s hut the consslous expression of the gpatinative
strivings: of the proletariat to reconstruct soclety on Communict
beginninge®, as Trotsty pointedly nut 1%, . Moreovaer, ths workers
themselves have beén the ones to "invent® new formg of orgenizas =
tion, Take the Boviets in the good days of Lenin)and Trotaky, . -
The workers spontaneously established them and when the great =
Marxlwt theorsticlans swy them, they sa$d, "Thrt'p 11" and they

e

-made their theories more concreie.

' . . f,Allithie ias merely to lead up %o ﬁhé neceeﬁityﬂ”:J.L VL
. tc m2ke of theory and practlce one, not two yeparate,degargmentsa v

Henoe, when I get a rough draft down in a month or so, I most .. ‘
dafrinitaly want yoa to read it and glve me your comments. Also,

‘at some later atage I-willl want to come down to Morgantown and

‘I hope it will ba poasible for you to arrange for me %o meed-

- gome of the miners and talk to tiem. Frank willi tell you of a

siaple way we thought it ocould be done. ' '

: I was very £1ad to hear that your wife had been
of grent assietance in the distribution of relief, I feel dure
that in the sctual class struggle she would be a irus rebel and

- of ‘immense value %o the. lahor movement, Ferhaps you'll gei &
chance to show her the 1ittle piecce I wrote on women and the
atrike (I belisve 1t will be in this week's MILITANT) and get
her reaction; I'd be interegted in that, '

Have you baen able to get a job in the mines?
With thls”rnuent activity of yours, you should at least have good
" "eontacss”. .

Did Andy give you the notes he made of the plenum
renort; sorry you had to mies 1%, but both Andy and Frank made

extenclve notes eo you'll have a good pioture.

: Do let me know what you think of the ldea of the
article (perheps 9,000 worde)on .conli what notes you hsve of -
the pecent experience and in goneral what comments you have %o

make,

Comradaly,




