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/ : )io-i:~·s f~:t' tl\e Black Diinen~i~n . in the. VIL chapter · 

:: ~he ,e~.,.:·o:r :r:evoiution: !8J'i + I~ I 
f.irst U.s. WL h"""e .no- direct .- .. ,· .. ·'' . 

.. ~,ev,,l,t.>tio:n\3 j,n Europ~; i>;;d. y~t- i~ :W~uld 
.:_.·.The liP co_!J_nectiol) 

be complet.e ly1
· 

Wr.oitg ,';~;<):' 'thmril~. that'· one did .not '.influertce • the other. . . . . The_ 

~·xii,i:~t·~~:p6•sltQ:i9'1;he fact;- 'both ·because·: the Black strnecles .- ., 
. - . . ·. ' 

:::':'~i~t::'ill-tifl,b rel?tionship w1'~h · Aboli.tionism':beJan .as eariy as the; -

:·I :f.,showei:L in. ?&R, .Nat_TJ;ner' s revolt k' $II · 
......... -·.~ ·:. ' -~-: '·<'· ·. _,_. . .·. . . . 
· i!~rongly ·reverb¢ra');e_d th!lt _ thoue,;h it would· _be easy 

.i>f.1oy(l.. i\91 . s;a~i~tfcs -~h~t..:');~e lJ~y~~~~old _ bo~ .in 'Trieta.-

f§1~)j<\::{!:;:;:;,~:GEii;onl,ir)y,/coul~;i po~s~b~~ ~~~~~~~~~t ·a· Black revolt in t;.~ -
• ' • • I 

-:i:~ .ts:-e~en truer tl;iat......, withi'n 1? years, i.:arx, who 
,·. ' . .. ' .' . .- . ' 

.:_had 9pen~d a ~ew continent of th'oueht- some 4 yem•s before 
• ' ..... ; '\,' ~· ' ; ' ' , ' • . •' ' ~ ' • I 

' :-::--- . . ' -:·:1848, '{lad'.riot only proclaimell-a new stage for the proletariat,. 
-. . ... · ;. -,,.. .. ", ' : · •. · d,l,rect. · 
·-" · ., : ·- · but_· fot:: all' peo'ple, and soon ther6after there bece.me i;!!_ !I &1!: 

.... , • :, · · Tl!e p~in't is that when some-,;hine is in the. a1r, some stronr 

-·."_' ·(; . : ~bjec·ti~e anlj -subjective .movement, it. manaces to ctrc-ie- the. 
.. . · , - . · t~chn~cal - · 
globe no. matter-how primitive the/m~ans of communication, '~his 
\ ' 

was even truer in the ca.se .of. the Black dimension wh'\n it ·came 

to women·;· because it is' throtir;h that· dime-nsi_on that ~!JI,I'"-"!1' 

white middle class women who had done nothirit more substancial 

' than makine: picnics and raisinrr money for the movmell!ent to 

·end slavery, h~d been s.:> .inspil•ed by the fact that the .Blacl' 

.ll~iterate women wn·e speaking, activists, par:tic~patinz:· i~ a 

leadership capacity "j in every phase including·. the military, 

that it was then that they hl.t. upon the fact. of ha-vinc an 

independent women • s movement fie·htiJL<•: for their own rirhts • 
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·'··'·"': .... ·;,·%~rt~~J8~~11:ef''. ~.u:h_:~rui :aa:riet•Tub.,~n wer~ amone: .t~~se · bt-illiant, · : .. 

··''"'*··· . ·ac:t!.vi~ts, 1'ubma:n known as "the General", a nil· 
· · ··. : . middle ·class·. . 

.who were hot o~1ly 'the inspirer·s· t.or/whi tes ~ilt, for. 
.. ·. ' 'c 4 : .. '- • 

~ Thougn there -s &n ... · • •. 

,., 

;[~~ilJ\~]W:J}H~') · .. , · · ..... · · · · . , . · . · · · : ·iiber.itiji't;,cin'ists ~~ :;;g,~~~lW~t~ ::inter(l?-t-1-o.nal .~ohf.lec;·t;~.on •and thou;;h. tlie_.womavt.w.l).o, ,. • · ... 

.)i;';·>::<'/;la~:~i~f;J>:n -~ri'tish · ~~·i1~~azi~ -~~e ~~nl~d th~ir rie:h+.s to llP~~k. ' :· ; . 
• : ' ; ': • '' • • r • • • •- .'. • , • ; ' .'. • • :',' : ' • '• :. • • >. ! ' ' .. , 

,,_, . .,.""· , -' .... ,}>;'}19~·;6}i~~;ilE!r!e --\~as,· .. n?:-,'~~re~t -c~nnectiO:n- t?. t!Ie Ger.:nan, wpman • s·: 

. then ·the Gez;i!),;.n movement was hardly· dn. "•he 'sdene. ' 
. ·-·:·,_~-:·.:,: .. :··.·~;-·..;:_;_-· .. · ... -~ ...... ~.·.> ·-'._ ... :·: .... ~ ... ' ·_ .' :· 

!i(~(~~':~~~;~J~~:·'l;~e· pe~iod;a:t't!l:r: ·th~: Civ-il· ~ar in t.he U.S., the. Black ·. · 

. ,· / -~~~~- ~~Eli~' ~.~k~ated' f~~~· t~e- wo~en' :on th~· ~~o~n~s .. :: .. . •;". . . ,. - . ~ .. :· ~ •' . ·' ' ' . . . . . . . 

'"''·'"~, ... _ ..• ·.· .. ,,_,,._. ......... ...,, •. + -~h~~Y W<?Ul<Cn:<>v:er :.gain sD.rir.at._e ~or, :the freed Black ~a::n i;{ :: .·. 

inc~uded . in that.' :f'leht f~r ~ mal& suffraee a.lso wonum-'.'1 . 
. ·i· ; '- ~-, :: ... ,: ·.:J''.:• ·_ ·:· ._· ' . . . . • . ' ' . ' . . -:' . 

·: .; .. 1 •• :.: -:-:,.::,,:;·:sil:t:fre.ge.. The .·Bleck women,. far ·from· goine; with., theil; :mer:, .'went 

. ' . 

· .. _: ·_:. ,.;~;-:\..;.0·~·: :.- .. :.''· ·. . . . ,. -, . . • : . . 
t' 0:, .·~.:;,yi-1;~_-the ~hite:.wolnen·;· 'Indeed. Sojour~er ~J:'rti.th ·called, .the acknowle~eed 
\':(~~;;,;~ates't' lee~dcr .o:r Black.a·, Freder,i.~k Douelass, "short~minded, " . 

.. ·,·)6~ me,ki;,g ~uch a liiufe separation .betw~en ~en .and :v10~en •.. It 

·w·o~~d 'tak~ another quarter cent~U:y' be.f'orey the German Women' _i; · 

,i .. _.mo~ent 'be~e· mass,, and sociaiist, and brou!"ht RL onto 'l;h~ 

·revolutionary sc~be, but or.e ~hing was very· ciear' ,ir. RL's life 

·.even·_ that ·-early,_ and that is the. Bleck ·dimension, even if :that 

Black dimension was then 'focused on Africa. 

Q some of RL "n oppression of· Africa, women . 

. -especially.' ... '. •. :. . 
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_ _, ; .. B,l~~}~h~~ ;~een~~o:. :is_olated i.nt~· the. ~o~th and th& · 

. :r'3act!onar~_-ri~;<e a:[ter··Reqo_nstruction with the .blrth 'of· 
. -:~;·-. ... ·.:. · ............ ~·,:-.-.' ·.;-_,. ·, .. ,: .-·-. ·.:~ ·. ·.. .... ~ '. . ..... ' .. .. . . 

,-., ... ,, .• _:KKKi'tliat the ·:B_lacks :ae·e.inecl.-nolf.\ere. to be seen;· ~ain, ··it.'· 
.'-.: .-.. ·. . . .. ! . ·.• , .. ': . .:.. #·:.: . ' : .. . . . ' .. ; ' . ' . . ' 

.liJ!iP•~.ru~~:ice •. ,_For.·~xample,. a very nearly t14Qi!f£ one-· · 
·;·<·oo ".•!', ·.·. ,";' :·.::~·, ; , . :- • •' I. • - '' . ':· , 

;:r:);'tlofnS:~:,crun,Pl.:i!tri··afr<li.n,;.:t• · ~Yn<;liinz Yiaa ·c·rirrie!l c<n by_ Ida,. B •. Welle ... '. •.'. '/• . 
; ' . . " 

. ' ..... 
. . ' . 

the way to·,app:;;.oadh the 

Tlie''ii'c•~·uial::p6'ih~' i~~nof:~hetbe~· i per~~~;:1~ ~~.e :'''~·-. ·. 

':ridt:ivh.~tne·r ~ .que~tion: o~ ·one~to~' : .· , 
' '' • • ' I ' • ' ' 

.som.~thing tota1ly different in ,the ups~ge .... 
: ., · .. df. wliiit, we can can;' w:i:t}! M.elvil~e, "ol."iginal chal'a·cters ... that.· 

. :. • • . ! ". ( • ', • :·' . • • • • • ' . • •• 

. -. ac,ttially' T.'epresiu~t. either·' S:i·movement . t)1at has arisen .but h!i:s. not • ·: ... ·-.(~·.·. . . . . . ' . . 
· '_beenfe~ognize~ hi~t~~f~aUy_·,. o~: ~ne ·~hat ~s abo'~t· to ~ll)eree! ·' 

.. . that is;. the ~eni~~ o:f reaiiy great literitur.e 'th~t. l.n human 
. . ' . ' . . ," .. . . : . . ' . . . . . 

,·:,.: term~; seeins to' do a ·great. deal'. oi' anticipation of what is to . . . 
. ·.' ,. 

·• 

be·, whether .;.e are taiiJcine ·about the g-reat Shakespe_arean, women . . .. .. 
. . charac'ters--and. tha:t desnite ·the fact that,no doubt as a man . ' . . . . . . . . . . . 

·'of the 16th cerit"ur; Sh~!!;e Speare had as low. opinion of. _women . 

. ·a.s the dominant ideol~![Y• As .D.J:!.'* I?' Lawrence put _i1r in 

an~ther ..:as'e,-~'The ~.t!il. is-~ big li~ dori!t tru~t. him.• . 

Bu-t the tale, .. ~-f grea'!; he·is, 'wilil :·teli you the truth.". 

And ·:t:rom still another. source 1 once we do kn~w historical 

materi~lism, :ther·e is a way of eetti~ at the. truth evei1 'through 

. myths and_ ~airr tales ·and_ f"Odd~sses' and· Witches, Whetl!er _you . 

take the character of Black in MelVille's ~oby Dick or you 
. · _ . · \in Marx an~ ; r.l!lm.c;.: :J 

take the charact~r 'of Antigoiie:'_l:l'illreeKmytihr:ru_tYli'n Ger~an 

. playwri te, in ltL; we sudden~y ~ see i.n a. very nearly blind ina: . ! 
147;71 i nash of lieht affinities· 'betwben fanta_stic and seeminly 
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"-''··''·r:::;.;":ki\c;~h~r.e,c~orlc'i)l:all.J,•(·jpez~·!Jo•nages .. ·nhii hist-~ricl'l periods and vision a· · 
- .. ; ' . ' . . ' '• . . ·. . . : . ·, 

i!JJ1d:·:Ye.arr; la'!;iir :W:e really d.o. :f'il'!d .o.ut ··tha,t .there 
. · .. : '', .. . :·.· .... ,.' . . '·'' ,. · .. · il) 1962,.. . . · ... ; . ,. :·.::· 

az·.tl.l~l.''Y.•.:·'·I'/him. ·I ·reache(l._.th,e Gamblail'the last .. sliv.er·in. · 

M'rio:a .... t; . be :free, :~n·d ~ t ,-c-~r;aihly. was nowhe;-e on the 
.;·. : - - . ,,.. . ~ . : ' ' . . . ·. . . . ' .. · .. ' . . . : 

,\'(.;i'Y,''(hll.~~;oriejs.··~c~rie ,,-.·wlieriu,1~on the :incist · popul!!i' historic ev~nt:: 
.. ~- . : ' '. . .... · . 

peo}.l.Le· ·~o'uld .tell. you:..~andi indee<i eome.Jhere were ·alive and ,, 
' -~~- . .;.· . - · .. · .. · .. ··- .· · .... ~ ':. .- ·.. . . ·. .., .. _ ... ,': 
· ~tJi.e.actual e',:perience-~w!l:~ that tltt,y had a:gel)!lra~·· 

. '·. ,·· • .... - • ' _.'. _'. •. :: "r • ·:. ·. . . . . . . . ~ ··- :· . • ·• - ... ~;: 
~n 19~~- :~d _the t: that geile:::'al strike1 ~n de~and:the bet_tel' 

;"?.i>,;:l;;;:;.;:.;;c:oiidJ.ti.ori.,:; ir~m :ti!~··'B~i ~i~h! imp~ri~i.st · ;uler-;,,.· :tit.; nioet · · . :8/fJ:s~·::\· ·.. ..... . . ._., .. : .. ,, .... _.·_,_; · ... :, . . . · .. , . . . • . 
/~inil~z; ~llyt~ :·w!i~~ ".The ·siin never sets.on :the ~~tif!h. emP._;re, 

~~1~~~~;~j:J}]}!·j .. ~arii'- t·h~-w~g.e's never. *'fee, •· . , ... 

So''it 'isn't a· question o:f'. tryine to stretch a p_o.i.:nt to :. 

·o:' ·prove some. preconctHved 'notion, Ra1;her it .. is a :f'ac:t thai; o~ce 
.. · ~ :~ · r'~~~~uti~ri happens ariywhe're ,· the. ranilfl.cati. on~i~~ld-wici·e 

•' 

· eiren.when :it is: not· known at the time.'. Be it the 19QS Revolu-

r·~; :·'tid~ a;;~ it'~ r~per~u~~ions. in:the :East wlien suddenly ·~lao in. 
', . ·~ : ':. . : . . . . . . . . . ' 

sou.th · ,Afr.ica .there wa·s.:the Zulu Rebellion,. or be it the 1929 
.· ... 

'. 
' 

i 
I .. 

.. 

Women·' s WEll:'. in Nieeda .tha ~ we' wouldn! t learn about' until the 

19.69Si or bl! it .. ~he. African s;truules ~f women· that we :f'inst 

iearn about in our .ate (Doris Wdgnt. article on Africa 
r'eb.· 1972 N&L) · 
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