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THEN& NOW . 
· ... 

. . .. _.. . ·r - . . . -' : .: . · .. 
_ What ·,has til be 

. or all va:;ieties except .· . 

. '·.o:ur·sel'vilsi:\ii,er:PJi.'iJ:sin,.,. :'the .:fact that the 'Germkn: mavment had . 

be~ri -~~~h~ .mas_s._mov~men-t and against 
--~·:·:..:·.· .. ·--,·~_1'.':-·-·-.· . .'-'·'· ._ . 

the, ne.~li•':emef~i"ng;' . seemindj.middle~class .rn the u.s. 

'"\\'hat -tliey 1'ailed to see tUr. was that _one great dimen9ion--the ...... .· 
.·. ·-:;··. ' . ', -. . 

Black; ·~hich seemed to be totally absent. in the European 

movmant-~was no"t only present here. l:ut 'it is the precise . 

it with the lst 
from· 

arose/and was r~ated 

. charhcteristic that· at once reconne-cted 

·Viii\!@, which likewis~ ~not only 

to the Blacktrdimension, but the latter had actually precarled 

to Nat Turn~hat is not it,Q Maria Stewart and relate it 
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·~ I 2. . :r ... ~ th. . l 

...... L,!!9W,_ .• e eho t/'~indc_d men who called the-H.sf'lvcs ••~arxlst o:f' 

our ero ·were ~if tot~llJi bereft of 1•_,arx' s Dwt1. pl:ilosophy, 

· ·-tnereb~· not_/~nlf_. cor:fusing J.~nr·x nnrl En::els r:.s une · at~d not only 
' I I . . 

knowii'if no,t-.._..1-tinr at all r.tout ... ~he illit l:u-+.: se-erni:1r to knov.· n<2xt 
.. /,~I . , ·. . . . 

to no'f:tUf)E of o n, actual h1stor.v of r~,&rx that was~ Ynry 
/ 

much pwrt o! the :)Ldt :4 'm ref'8rrin£: t.o is 2V'3!1 if 

or.e of /~he perio n, lB/;4, was un1mo·11nJ~~. ;;J,u certainly ""s 

,not uikn~;m, c.nd \ere l•.arx ~poke r.ot. only al::ou:O e'luali ty, but 

f!:bou/: the need to .estNy the far.,ily a<~ totally bourreoi<: • 

. :·2nd.!u..t. there was the Jila[ni.fic.ent First Ir,terna·~ional ::>f 

·ne.Vl?';r- etO'p hearinr., and yet i·;e ljJr.::nd.se did net kno\'i 

~Fk~.,~,~·'""'~·~oh:at·r•iaJr. -.had-· .. no'-t- -o'i-1ly be'3n-· very_ actrve in so-called recruitif.e. 

le;"dership r&sponsibili ty.
1 

the .benerol COuncil (8.~11d 

~ i 

but had see., that the;·· ~full 
iia,r:Y.-i~·t Law, 

·- '·': ', 
who was E. member o:f 

a~· editor • .-' of ••• '•·· 
' 

WG.S tb<-v!"ry o ·published I.,·iai--x 

in var,l.ous" periods when all oth.er~:; 

' ··b,cfore "the Paris -..:.:oinmuns, r.larx not onl~i sent a youne- Russian 

woman, to. ore&ar.izle a women Is section of t.he International 

!: 

in i'ar.tn, but e.,:aln the relationship· was not GliiM/i only 

organizational and no·~ Ur.ly :rench, bu't theoretical arid hussian, 

__ :~; that is·, me r.avB hirr a lot of infQrm8.tion on Ru::tsian 

which she--was then !=;-tudy1.n::. .........::-----~· 

4·th!:u, ac2.in, Xt=- Avcn we did not know the 

was absolutGly n-:- wf\"o'' :o kno:v the preface to the i\ussian 

er!i tion t:> the "om:t~"ni festo and the correspondBnce with 

Vtu·a. Za-.:;u~ich. ~~ 

So the question is, hov, the heck diu all these Marxists 

have so ~.beolutely bourreois a conception of the so-called 

role of wo:nen, and h·>w could it persist so lone· that when we 

come to the micl-J960~i when it is alrea 11y a mass movement in 
the U.S. and in the \'.orld, we still pet these absolutely 14756 



'. , .. , . 
· •. 1· 

:,_,. 

' 
·_b_ackWard remarlts about -WL. 

Co)ltd it be that iill were so well-trained by Berel ahd 

1;hut a+. nr.e Hn:l the same time ~really hav6 a bacl:·.'lart'. ponl tion 
Dn ·-the! •·,.,orld historic defeat" vf women, and ·.)n the other, 
limited the women's role. 

.. ···~--~-~--.... 0;,~-~~-absclutc.l; -o~en -i).nd ir.de1d mor0 cr 

hieh poir:t of development of ;~\e" ~ofs 1Hcew:B9 'a ti.A#t 

little attenti::"Jn :paid to it. .L 2rp r· fer·!"int. tC. 1 e.b .. 191?, 

lees· of our ·-

·. 
-the women were a~tually tr.e Or!es ~~tl initi:=.:ted nothir:t 

~:e .. -+.tle ov·e~thruw of T1arlsm. B~'.. ;the time ~·r~tE:ky 

••cwo:'~tF!. the liistor~··. of the R•1ssian Revoluih~ he c:;,rtainl:,• · .-.--

a most MI>Ving piece on the women•I; hl~toric a~tion.• 
I I . /:C·!Jnlf<ir:t'una•te_ly~ as "!oving as i't was, he !did n~·1t _make a category 

it, . ._Q\i.i te •. tk C contrary, "che \ esses\ce o:f tha't · b~auti-
. · . I I · 

pacsage·· wa.s n?t onl~' 'a paean to unc.:~sio1tls behavior. in 

_revoluticnary movements,, but the stre~s n -tjhe fact that si11ce 

it v~as onl;y_ · Sponta.n~'totts, it was only Wh n ·he 9irect action· 

of Bol_shevisrn came iin ,that the .r'eb. revoJ_.u"tfon ~oved toward Nov, 

sectiqn of nE:h' form would tht::n be our age-­

:thc 1970s ar:-d 80s~ In our aet- therefore, .not or.ly must we, 

poir•ts, just becnusa _they arc new, rather than 

new vantaro 
~~ ....... _unless 

we recor-niz,:) that !:l~· t::it:~ r.ew and onl:1 with t!:is ~ew.Jeven when 

ll cculdr1
1 t work a·lr+.: -the pt.ilosop~1ic ramifications, we ~'ret 

a total c:Jnce:Jtion of t~ow c~scp muGt be tho uprcotinr and with 

it, the demand that it. be discu.ssed now, not the day after ths 

revolu·~ion. 
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