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ADVENTURES OF THE HEGELIAN DIALECTIC
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o ~ The Humanisu of Hegel is not the most obvious eleouent in.
. tbe Hagelien philosophy, although'it is 1ts innermost esasnce.
| Zhch academde tradition that cperates on Prof, Wildebrard's assump-
" %lun that the generaifon that could anderstand Hutel"e FHENOMEROLOGY
' OF MINP ks diod cannot help the youth of our epoth grasp the grandear
. . ‘of the vialon of tho most encyclopaedic miud of Furcpe who nevertheless
.o wpoter Co
\ #5thin the short span of man's own life an individusl
must losrn the whole long journsy of mankind. TYhia
18 possible only besause the universal mind is opera-
$ive in svery individual mind and is the very substance

of it o f’é% g@__ |

| Tt wouwld soem that if you, we, eveiyone have to.learn all of -
4n,gpe's own lifetime and that that be but the preliminary
g/ﬁ%ﬁima’nsim to fufure marf story. then it would.  «
€11 had to be geniuess. Not o, says Fegel. We have the':

: iving in en age vhere “What in former days cocupled the -

man of mature mental ability, sirks to the levsl of infor-
: ."IT% this educaticnal progress we can see the history of the
id'e eivilization delineated inifaint outline.” o

g 'ia'nd“in'de?‘d, vhat schoolboy doesn't kmow more absut’ geograplv..' g

oF Anericz? What about the law of gravity? You can”

1 discove
name thotsands wmore of such sxamples, Good, g0 we start on a pretty - .,
‘high level - end the YOUTH PARTICULARLY have abgorbed in them 5000 years ..

- of ‘Western Civilization by just being born today. :

3

.. It in true that Hegel himself threw a myatical vell over his
philoscphy by treating it as a closed. ontologlcel system, but he also
warned against those who become the self-styled "representetives” of
'@ philoasophical work who, he seid, "are like the dead buryling the dead".
Ho put his own faith in the public, instead, not alone because of its
medesty but because, "t is the nature of truth to force 1ts way to
recognition when the time cones."

II, - THE TIME IS NOW

©_ That the tine 1s KOW 1s heralded by the fact that we are
the -onea who live in what I call the age of absolutes - on the thresh-
0ld of abeclute freedom out of the struggle againet absclute tyranny.
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_Under the grefense of separating "the mysticiem" of Hegel from the
"materialism® of Mar= the Ruysians are perverting both Marx and Hegel.
Because they recognizé the so-called mysticel Abaolute, "the negation -

of the negation® as the revolution szainst themselves, Hegel remains

ao. alive and worrdisoze to the Rusalan rulers today. One thing they sonse
correotly - and this we can do well to learn from the enemy - HEGEL!'S
CONCEPYT OF TEE ABSOLUTS AND THE INTERNATIORAL STRUGGLE FOR FREEOOM ARE ROT
80 ‘PARAPART AS WOULD SERM ON THZ SURFACE., Tho Idesl and the Real are

never foT gpart.

“In xy viaw", Hegel wrote, "everything dependsz on gmaping the
nltingte truth nct c.nly as Substance at as Subjact an wall,"™ Now to
grenp something, whether in asclety, in history, in the seiences, or
- the experiences of the individual not as substance alone; that is, dead,

N .-.upenetra‘ble matier btut sukject, that is livirg, moving, 1is self-devslop~
Do mant = means ‘to aee ‘the human beings themselves. -
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EEA It is trua that Hogel himself treated onJechive h:‘story a8
"11' that ware tho development of somo world-spirit, and treated the
:‘-aalf—dmlopuent of mind us if the head coulc indeed be disjointed from
Whe body! and ‘the braine floa % iere betwesn heaven and ‘earth in a
;avlf-Gevelopent of 1ts oun,’i{;er th 4s that he had his pulsa on.
' HUMAR hiatory, both present end paat gnd indeed this bond of conbtinuity.
I‘ o preaent -and' past in whiek you also’ aeo the alevnents of the future ia -

*the mainspring-of the dlalectic.

All we heve to do to embexk on this "voyage of discovary“
as ho called hiz PHENOMENOLOGY is to treat Hegel himself as a liviag
human:being, a product of the times in which he lived - the peried
" of the Frenmch Revolution and Napoleon. Thers cen be no doubit at
all about the impasct of the French Revolution on Hegel, nor can there’
be any question of ths impsot upon him of the divislon of labor and
the subjugation of the yorker to the machine which had been given
such impetus by the industrial development following the Revolution.
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I do ot believe there is a more dramaiic iomend in intellec-
tua! history than that where the young Hegel, having desecribed this
phenomenon of alienated labor under capitslism, turned. away from it
naver to return %o - in this form. Comparativeirecent dlscoveries have

" uncovered that ¥irst System and we can ses Hegel before he esceped to
his ivory tower and see that Hegel's description is indeed reminiscent
of Marx:

*The more meschanirzed labor besomes, the leas value 1t f
has &nd the more the individual must toil...Ths value of labor de- s[
osremsss in the same proportion as the produetivity of labor inhorease
Tha fasulties of $he individual are infinitely restristed andBhe
consciouanesa of the faetory worker is degraded to the lowest level

of dAullness."
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. " stages in the devolopment of freedom, THIS IS WHAT MAXES HIM SO b

' Marx naught this revolutionary impset, although he kmew
‘nothing of this writinvg, frem what was published PHENOMENOLOGY OF
MIND, FOR oven when Hegel's contral therme of alienation uas abatracted
from the productive system you could not help fesl the impact of what
ae czlled "tho oirth-time of history ard transition" and tho BUMAN
element of Lordshlp ard Bondage whare the bondsman gains what Hegel
depcribed ae "a mind of kis own' snd thus atand higher than the lord,
who lives in luxury, does rot labor, and therefore cannot really gain

true frendom.
in

. .. ..~ Freedom is something one gets by overcoming bondage and/the
- process’ of ecquiring freedom, man gois to know a1l his TRUE POTENTIALI~
.~ TIES, _As Rérbert Maruuse put 1% in his work on Marx and Hegel called
REASON . AND REVOLUTION: "Freedom presupposes conditions that render
. freedom pomsivle, namoly conscious and rational magtery of the world."

. Freedom is tho wnimating spirit, the "Subject” of Fsgel'g o

‘groztest works., All.of history, to Hegel, ia a series of historical- F”f""j F}

g

CONTZMPORARY, Freedom is not only his point of deperture. It ih{‘;\;e‘ﬁun.
' ITI, THE REVOLUTIONARY FRYNCIPLE OF MPGEL

: In one respect I agree with Charles A, Beard who had written
thet it is not Marx's standing Hegel right sids up that created the
revolutdonary elewant in the Hegelian method, As averyocne knows who
has ever locked at Hegel - the dialectic method he made so famous
is a dyramic anelysis of development - any development, whether in
aturs, in thought, in society. The French Rewolviion certainly had
11lwrdnated the fact that the overcoming of opposites is mot a atngle
act tut a constantly developing process, a development through a con-
Xradiction. It ie through the atruggie of the that the movement
of lusmanity i propelled forward., As Hegel 1 ted it in his
PHILOSOPHY OF HISTORY: it wes not so much'from as 'through slavery that
man acquivred freedom,.. i

Whetber, as with Hegel, Christianity is taken as the point of
departure. or whether - as with Marx - the point of departure is the
material condition for freedom created by the Indugtrdial Rawvolution, the
oszgenilal sloment i1s this: man has to fight to gain freedom; thereby 1s
revealed THE-RRINCIPLE-OF-NBGATIVIZY ‘negative character" of modern society.
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. Now THE PRINCIFLE OF NEGATIVITY wszs not Marx's discovery - he merely
nemed 1t "the 1iving worker" - the dlscovery of the principle wac Hegel's.

' legel deals with sbatract thought. But one need only give the
‘historieal namee to the mythologiceal struggles which he describes beiween
cnmeciouanesn~in-itaelf and the consclousness-for-itself to aeo that for
every stage in the development of thought there is a correspending atage
in the development of the world. As I put 4t in MARXISM AND FREEDGH:

(foothnote 11,pp.356-57)"¥he hasn't seen the filickated Soul'! or 'Unhaspy.
Oonua_s.ou:neu? sé% his regticss friends and tired redizels who 0&!1!131;3'
find a plaoce for themseives in or out of the bourgeoieg Zold, fal). 1ats
'a' giddy whirl o7 celf-parpetuating disorder!, snd land of the -green
o - 'souch?®? Who haan't asen *ths true and virtucuw' swong the lakor
L p . o hureausrats turaing away frouw reality 'An a frenzy of gelf-sonceit!
: ) ::n:r;g tlt:e:,,r‘ hgv: givogo thg:.r 'alli" Lor thg- ::orkgrahOMy to ba repaid
: _ eata? Indeed % ; snotlenotopy eontalns both the tr ‘
our tlkes and i%a couedy. . ' . ‘ a;edy:oi__'.
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L The fact thet REASON fteelf turms to PRACTICAL ACTIVITY -

.-.and Pruotice in Hegel's theory atands higher than the "Idea™ of Cogrition
'becaure as he putes 1t "4t has not only the dignity of the universal, but ©

is‘-~the’simp1y-aet1ul'{f' - to reallze her aims und in the end Spirit itselfl

finds that 1t no.longer 1s antagonistic to the world but ig indeed the

‘ © indwelldhg epirit of the commnity ahows how thoroughly Hegel had troken

i . wlth the whole tendeucy of introversion wbich charactsrized Gormen idealist.
* ' philosophy. Where all other philoscphera put the realization of truth

and freedom in the goul, or in heaven, Hegel drew his into philosorhy.

No interpreters did that "for" him; he did this himself.

thare wog one Reason, and one Reason chly - whether he galled it "World

Spixrit" or "Absolute Mind" it was the acivality of freedem - ha succeeded

in breaking down the division between the finite and iniinite, the human

and divine, His LOGIC moves. Each.of the previoualy insepgrable divisions .
P hetwesn cpposites - between thought and reality — Lls in conetant process

of chang2, disappearance, reappearance, coming into head-on collision with its

i oppusiie and developing thereby. It 1s thus, and thus alon@, says Hegel,

5 that men {irnally achieves true freedem not ag a ncssession but as a dimenaion

& of his being. Nothing cen substitute for Hegolls words. Listen then to

Hegel in PHILOSOPHY OF MIND:

L i R ; . _
. g ‘ G - This genlus achieved the scemingly impossible. Bacause to him
H

"When individusls end nations have once gob in thelr heads the
abetract concepi of full-blown liberty, there iz nothing like
it in 1ts uncontrollable strength, just because it 1g the very
T essence of mind, and that as 1ts very actuality. Whole continents,

i Africa and the Esst, have never had this idea, und are without it

atill, The Grecks and Romans, Plato and Aristotle, even the Stolcs,
' did not have it. On the contrary, they saw that it is only by birth
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{as e.g. an Athsnian or Spartan citisen), or by strength of
character, edusation, or philonsophy (~-the ssge 1s frae even
av a slave and in chains) that the lmman being is actually free.
It was through Christienity that this idoa came into the world,"

"If* 40 be aware of the idea -~ to be awvare, i.e, that men are
_avare of frsedom as thelr essence, aim, .and object - 1s matter

of spaculation, otill this wery ides 1tzelf ie the actuality

of mem - not scmething they have, am men, but which they are." ]
He separated himself completsly from those to shom the road to
the fhaoluts was 1ike & chot out of o pistol. "It is certainly poseible
to indulge ir a vast amount of senseleze declamations about the 1des
absolute,” ha warped, "but the true content is only the whole system of
which e have been hitherto siudying the develorment." »

RIS L T T s

1.

It 3@ true thet the eategories of bis Logle, such as "Being

and Bscoming", "Appearanca and Essence®, 'Wecessity spd Freedonm" do not,

as Hegel imaglned, have atcrnal existence, independeni of man. It is here

bayx stood him right-side up, thai is, on his feet, instead. of on hiy head,
. pointing out that thess caffegories were actuality, the reflection In man’s
mind of the process going cn in the material world.

P TIE WN  m  e-

i

... ¥ "It ia not the consciousness of man that determines thelr exis-
" . tence," Marx had written, "but, on the coniriry, thair soclal existence
L .7 thnt detexminue their conseiousness.” Fut Hegel, too, was not content
. mersly to. affirm the dialectical principle of aself-movement and self-. A
_activity through oppositlon. He examined all of human history in this
"1ight. His patient iracing of the specitic forms of the creating and
overcomirg of opposites ie a landmark that has never been equalled.

: It is true Hsgel worked out a1l the contradictions in thought

- alvne. In lifo all coniradictious remeined, mvltiplied, intensified. It
would, howsver, be a complete misreading of his philosophy were we tc think -
tha tuecfizoendesy, tis Absolute 1s either & mere reflection of the separation
betusen the intellectual world and the world of meterial prodvetion or that
the Absolute 1s the empty absclute of intuitivists from Jacobi through Fickte
to Schelling., His Ahsolute ia the vision of the future. Hegel's pre-
guppropition, as we saw,(HR- the infinite capacities of the humen
being. He envisions a soclety vhere man reaiizes all of his human potentialife”
ities and thus achieves conscinusly what the realm of nature achisves through
blind pecessity. | Translated materialistically, 1t moans that there i8 a
movement from pradtice to theory £3 well as from theory to practice. The
truth is the unity of the two, as we can see whether we take the PHENOMENOLOGY
OF MIND, THE SCIENCE OF LOGIC, AND THE PHILOSOPHY OF MIND separately or as
a whole. The Humanism of Hegel can bs ssen from his very description of the>
Doctrine of the Notion as "thé(-ea.'lm of Subjactivity OR'of Freedem". (Vol. II,/ “Z>

. 205), '
- —_
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