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- R m*’f (p. 239): Qb
. @ .n\"" ..1 fxlstentlalism poses both suE‘lectJ.va and-© ject.iva prohlems

5'7 . e:ﬁ..v : - history,.~A4 S@bjects, existentialists_espouse positions that are’ \\
. f,‘\*‘\ of ten a'n‘Ei‘Ehetieal Lo thd historical dimensiony ds objects ‘they have
u\‘\ 9 }. sxhibited idems and activities tmat are of ted 3 To Fistorical’
o _,-’ :Mo knowledze, In Sartre both kimds of problems a"a-%oi-md and, in
. )f jwi what follows, through h:l.rn a joint golution will be essayed,
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A% f (p. 247): the lmagm r thus. nﬂpnasan& at each momont ths implicit
ys meaning, of . tha roal, t is, (the way An which conseiousnpss grasps

M/ rna]rt. 5 a whole in order tu surpass it‘lr {Sartre, P‘sryc}'ology of

‘d N ination, p. 272 ,4’ /. ’

e
(p. 24-9) ( ina Lty to glemaQstrate the movement g‘sg.m,hmtorical
(Parcep! 10 t  tifstorical gynthesis, moreover, was irremediable 55 Tong:
/g5 he ascodiatod historical knowledze with the aesthetis imagiléio_m_‘ -
“For_he generalized -this incompatibil ity between what thé roal analogus . .
what it repr-esents inte an "ﬁhqrant contrsd:lct:.on" and "ambiguify" :

~of all images, 24 + PP. 16971
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{p. 250) 'I‘he/mderp-rounded \onnactmns which he made, willly-nilly, betv:een-‘
reality and théwsEthotiz Imagination.Z5—{0n-Sartre’-s—san] '
dntaresis, nes 3imone de BEauvuiri—tHemoirsi—p,~344) . For since the
imaginative consciousness must grasp reality in order to deny.. wa are
loft w.‘!.t.h the apparent paradox that what Sartre calls "human rea
is constituted by the faculty t utes tho unreall Since, moree
overt.he imag L Ufand e confers on it the status!
of existance - '"unrseal existence' - an@s ated oo notion o ai
I") underlies this two~cllinensional existence.~U (Surtre;—¥sychology of
,/'ﬁnaginat.ion. _pp«~2007 272=2-, %, It was to resclve the geaeral problem
of relating reality and ervatien that he roupded out fids firsi stage
with the writing of-L'fitre-et le neant; in wéich he artieulated the . |_L/led
‘doctrine of history appropriate to this first stage, i i

7 6) me/ "«9" 1
~_ (p. 251} He overcame, in , the problem of(___iscont.inuity

i nd, in the service of' this measure of integration, established N
lemen.al"bssis—for*mﬁ'ﬁﬂ ne remained, in thils work, \within ha -
framewstk of individuality‘ i it was the inter'nal drive to overcoma
limitatlon upon unlity that

%nahggq him finally into the-s6ond s tage of of‘
his thoupsht in suréfﬁzat story bacame central o hif. Yi’%ﬂ o
]

And so nt becomes, for us, the p‘vota rk. Not
hat there is much id it about what we would recognize &5 history: thera
is, indeed, very little. Tt concludes, as I have indicated, the phase .|
of Sa.rtt'a's philosophy it is crucial for the revelation of the ineseapable .
limits and problems of that thought ~ 1limits ard problems which ereated
intellectual needs that history was later cht in to fill., Moreover!

2ince Sartre has Wﬁ'om the m oundations of his thought
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{p. 251 continued) Ll-r-& £ -natac also set forth the assumptlons which . '
ubsequent form of his bistorica,'l. doc t. ine. ¢, ?JL \F
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The Thome is tha aga’tionship of existence and conselousmoss
.pr the particular kimd of beilng which Sartrs calls “human realityn,
Ihase two Bubat of being manifest a radical rift in the heart of
hudan belug as_such,

.J contiqrmcy’ would Fﬁ)fw be raplar.ad by meaning. L+ oiiie Since th:\g
cpnscibusness emergus from existence and sesks to return to synthésis

2\ with ex stonce, 1ts primary function is;npt imagining ngr sven knowing - )
~ ! but o) Sartre's thome was_thus_tha imgggm. uaity of being, and he .= g
e tiouls 5\

'Coqsciousneas must bg @- in its own past -sinca the past is by
det‘inition the\substance of whal fything 1z - 2t the same time it must:
deny, negate, mihilate" this very psst. for thi¥ s consciouness! very
‘reagon for hairﬁ,:—"rha past must be .both coniinuous with the present - 'the
origin and apringaoard of all my actions' -iand ruptured from it,; The past. .

. mast both supply tq the future the terms in which™ possibﬂitﬂas Are pro= - .
jeeted and cholces Wade ard ba "illuminated® - that is (p. 254) offered its":
' "meaning{ « by.the fyture, since it is in the light of its possibiliiles

and choices that cons isusness determines w ; 's '
trenchan sion e—paradoygy my past 1s there, pressing’
gent, imperilous, butg ts meanings and orders which it glbes me I choos

i
LJ\by the very project of my\ondy" _. ' ) [
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{p..258) Dverything happend as if the.world, man, aml]man-insthe-tiorld
. csucceaded i ng_only a missing God) Lverytning e thE! Y
“'[71,-}) i d@xistence and eonscio esented in g_stateé of.dlsintegraticn
( i n_to an idesl asynthesis, 50 (fbid, pp. 90,623) ... story cot
be recopnizad, it co'dd exercise a {(p. 259) raverse aeffect o medlium
tha realization of both-past-am—soeiety-hy_internally rel
Was t‘.lre neeﬂ hm-a was. t.he possihﬂity that eradled Sartre's

=y - 3 - 4 o
b unz I.'l =] un\ Ll:ouuuu uuu J.-tuu.un b ri i uwu bnuulnlUOu .|.n th

eant he obvicusly could not grow from witain,

7 265) This Becord stape of Sartre's, philoscphically grounded in hif
KB massivo Critique e la raison dialectique of 1360, is thus not so much
L Marxist as historiciqt, and the work might well have beon titled the
+o’hmr,i/\\ Critique of Historical Reason that so maqv philoscphers since Kant have
benn temptad to write, e set as his aim: "to test, criticize and groundy,. -
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f
(p. 265} the instruments of thought by which hiktory is thought in sofar
/ as the§ are also tha practical instruments by which it is made.73
’,1 (Toid, p. 135) Marxism, for Sartre, does indeed reveal the general
&"J Ny -process through which men make & unity (Rt of tbuman reality through
& e "history, but for him, too 'kMarxi sts do not know. nou -the process
rka, and more. important, contempc"ar_y Harrists__ Aaye lnat _the sensze of
he-fovetiént,, thediaiestic, the rsal history in the process.] ‘The role
entialism within tmxMarxism then, according “Sartra, is preciasly
- Lo regstore authentiz history to it as the only means of knowlng and
‘witimately realizing the "tatalization' that 1s histcry'Th {ibid, pp.
28-59, 152)

Pe ?66) ue revisicniszt collsagues are having great sport 'us:.: g the
£ e ogeneit.y T grass-roots history to dismantle overy genera—3 trur \
'. : thesa pasitions de : ..rola for-history, her;

by assuminr a; exist , m genaral truths to be merely -
; % @owanca of general t:'uths
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an even approximately .
culﬁum then these relationships and.
Sl E. g ta;-y 5 'funr..t.ion. are ansshroniems,
' ‘,_‘/¢ Afrienas g o art hny lorger furnish general: truths.

g in inhe common medium of e-\to link th particulay.
frsgments and to construct whatever g ara".l truths about, man we m
"must have.

,-,.' j- Reir mean..ngs are.als: torly .fragmented, .,
= ‘,” gpe i tory/ must use tha’ s§nchronizatloz and) succession of -
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