
oonsllst_s .. or:if~ptersl 

· J1, lli~J.ecit!cs o~ the Concrete TotaUty i* E;n;mi:.anJ.-Philc$0~ · 
[rv. - • ~!MID'-"Y' _, _ _, 

' ' ' ,, ' •, ' 

·· .. 

:IJI the iat. ohapter, KK takes issue with .'korld of the(:~_·•~7/ · . 

~!'."·. _the _constant ..a~u1at1on' of ,.._~_.,_wherein ~~ 1:>r1U1antiy o_r.- · · I. 
pos~s t.he gulf!' separati1zg t,.man' s l::~~-~·.?} pmxl.s ~ is identi" ~· . 
cal 1dth tile revc.l.,ti.oM:t'"J-orit!csl pral<13 of ·.· · · · 

~ 

~~i'~?r0~E, li', ..... A iion:f'e;oo~•ce, · ilhen tho _whole dissident mhvement wa.ii --l .dsrit:l':d:ea•_•··ldLih 

\ 

' 

·:·•·-,·:-_.~ . ... . .._. pt}S ant1c1pat1o~ of the 
they liere 11vJ.n6 through at. the moment.· . . , . I -

;L(p.-7 . . •· . ~r. the co:rt1~ 
' / j};To ~ sha-r;;.n s Capt . . .. . . , 

. ,~ the "simple" thi~g that people ~hink iL commodity is, 
•• 

discussing fetishism, is 

ge~ of all c~ntradictions, and as such can be characterized in Hegeiiarl 

terms as the unify of being and not-being, of differ.entiated and undif­

fersntiated, of identity and non-identity," (p,16)' 

"_Dial~ctics is not a method' af :reduction, but a m~ti.~! ~irltu_al-.n~dj·_ . 
intellectua~productioiijor socie~, a method of unfolding a_~d expl1ca7 ... 

ting social phrnomena on the basis of the objective activity of the. his~ 

torical man" (p,17). 
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. -~ ' Kosik- I>·2 

.: '· . When KK shows >rha.t happens to philoso;.hic categories, hs is .,;. 
'· · . · ' Lthe~ectic cc•nr.ept_!) · 

· •· agai.n hitting out 1n~ctly at the bii%'9Ru~ratized VIew oi)\COl!Crete"'l:!F 

.. : ·~~i.tys:t;. •. dialectio.s or concret~ to~lity is not a_ method th:>.t 110uld ' ·' 

•• ~atvely ao;pu;;. tn k:Jow all aspects of reality exhaustively and to pi:.;-
' . 

. - - :_ .; ' ·:1.. - . . .· -·-:-. . . " 
· :sen·o a •total' image o~ :t'l•ality with alJt 'it= i~~inite aspects and pro-

{4~~!~(~?~t{()(·, .. )''Pa~*~~;' Con<;=ta_ totality ~s~a· mat11od to~· i:aptu~ng &IOd descriq~. 

~ ~~~~~m:;~~r-~~~~~~~~~~~;~~~i~~~~~~~~~~:-":"'ii·~·~prot·~-~-~:·~··~~s~s~e-s of ~al~ty; ... , .• ; .•.•.• ;,;•,, 

~ ·'· . .. . 

;,~ i9r . 

* ·_.:,' * 

·:·. 

' 
* I 

, ~. . '!_'I -.. 

. _@f. g> Economic a and Philo~ophy is hardly what ~concmics is donside~,k .; 
' . . . . J 

. ·.ins rigorous sensa. It's rirst o.n attack on Hoid#~orian e:cis~ia1. 
categories, 'like 6J 'I11e everyday life and . ~ 

and yet you often meat· an expression which brings you up to· the 
_: __ - ----.:: _: __ - .. ,. ---- .. .. .... --=··"""'""'"" 

.. :fact that in back of' this man's abstractiono must be a lot of' concrete 

thoUght, For exam~le, € p:§) he says£Ths wo~·ld of ev~ryday flllil~~i~~Y .. 
·is not a knollll and recognized ons. In order to present it iii its rea1ity, 

it h~~;~, be @!ttei~~f tetishizO£:;;-~~ cxpos~B.l!eni:::l> 
~~ EXperiencing the workiday life naively and uncritically, ·as· 

though ~t Were a natural ORVi~r.ment, shares n substa~tial trait with 

philosophical r-thilism.,, To behold the truth of the alienated everyday 
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. · .. -~·. ' · .. :"· .Kosik '- -p.) 
. ·. 

-: . 

_hlie ;to· ..._intain a cerlsin distance from it," 
·. 

· which C4l'.ttot 
-; 
or•tc the 'spirH of the times'"), 

~&pter rti; . ori Philosoph)' anc!·Jtconomy ;, ' ..•... 
· T!Je m s mpo e.nt chapter, in fact. the crucial· One 

.. for the whoie book, both because it is a rigorous focus on a concrete 

work--Marx's ~~ITAL,-and becausQ the discussion ~f Man zather.t~ worksr. 

turns out not to be what the Paul PicoDBs interpret it to .be--an. evasion· --: 
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·.·· 

ofth~ class,: 1strtJUl_0{st, KK tl!kes up the many and varied i~t~;,pr•-: . 
~tio~~ .. ot Marx's taxt aud its ~o-called popularizationo@e h1~~r:r_ .. : 
•. · .. ,. . ' ' . ' 'y•' •. --, ' ·, _·.· · .. ·-,: . 

, o~ a te>.'t, 1~ 1n .a co~in sen, the h1sto"7 of its ~n(erpie;:ationso ' . · 

·. ·~rl~d· andE§g$na:a_:ion emphasizes difter.~;;;;-;:;,p;;cts of :t,,,, 

. ,;d acc~rdinglJr r&veal~t&~~;,,."ftii!'!)>:r the text," (p;9lf{-] 
··I.n.i· ~in~e;hisior,r oi interpretatl.ons of Marx' a CAPITAL shoiiS that 

~very. in~rprotation covers up a l"U'ticular ""ncept of phl.loaophy, o:f 

,,-. 

.-·-
scienc<.oliild %'ei.liti, of; the relation be·<. .... on philosophy and· e<:on•>mJ•, 

so· t:ortlo; WMc.'l ~omii bot~ the expectation or ~.,,u.v•id•uaJ' ·oo1''"~J>I:s -~~~_;, 
g~~~~~ '"'~~· 

an'llyses 
\·: 

•· There sre quite a fell criticisms o:f Marcl4se, eapecially'on the. 

question. of the fact~ o:f Marxism being the transition to a nell and 

.. · - -. , ~--·~i-:11~%~~-·"'~~8 i;~.£.•,~·:"'"'~·:,_,-~_:::-~tci~l~(-di:fferent;~ t'i&id~~-:-:troni :_PiliiO-SOPhY-~_, -i ~:~;~ ~~ ~,~~0Cl&f-SC18iiC8. '! 

·.\~ .. is one very· high praise c.t HM, e~peoially an article by him on thii concept .. 

\.)G"·.o:f·labor, btrl: that significantly is fz:om the early period, NEGATIONS, 19:3:3} .· 

He ~onsiders ~t a "d,:tssolu,_n"~t9~ .p.10!<, there is quite r ;~xceUent . :· ... ",.,.,,,. 

analysis o:f the disolution ot Hegel's syste1a1 (;.storical research !'as co:o;­

reotly pointed· out that the disintegration or Hegel:! s ~ystelll i:esulted ~ 

. . -.·' no~l.._vacuumo the very term 'disintegration' conceals and masks.· ·' 
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I . 
KX -·p,S 

·::·;'-. 
; .-·· 

. ·-·· , .. 

,· a'~lth of ~hrioc~phicaJ. activit-y Hhieh savo rlae t9 the two illtpor+.Ant ·, 

f. ·.· .. (· ·,, phUosophicaJ. orientations of Marx!.., and Exbtentialtsin, 
'- ·" ' ; ~- . '; - - ·, . '• ' ' . 

. co.ili,gs;oi tfiese o·b~c:rm~tion~ ia that they cons!dar ¥agel· th~ pinnacle 
lbe short" 

. and SY'll~esis,. ccm:p~~re<~ 16. th whom Marx and K1erk$gl!.ard necessaruy &ppoor .' \ ' . 

theoey _aS tf H lni~'oilly.•,questio!' of"th6 
. . ~ . . . 

are·false l.mages, .,. 
in Marx's ph1losolllly had m&de .p.cnrnlib:L~ 

and ·man• a 

socii.l, 

lf<>sik then proceedo to the question of the ccnstruction of CAPI~rAI,o' :. 
(It ~s ~ez:e, an~ whe_re I 1st stated it, that KK'refers .~o ... vrr:.notlmVilig 

known PHEN011ENOLOGY, Note 118, p.129.) 1 
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.... ·, ·,.:· 

Kosl:li 
: .. 

;i::C.W!1her·'·.rll&l opp<>s1te. of what P16eoM)rorce"<>ut'of,.Kos1k's use 
,:-.~,;i:i;;~'~~~'' ·thM·iforker appear.a on. p.110 .. ~ 11l:ere 'he Gho11s the ~xplott-
;}£1-.t~~P~:·~~;.]_,~lt: 1J'. . . . . . . . . . . . •· .. 
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'./:~6:;·?:·.·-~- :-~·)':;::.'! .. -~- ...• _.- '• ··•.': ....... · ,. ~. . , .:;\ 

-.::_;·t: ·>;'\. :~~~--~~ Cha;tei:, ~n ~~-and ~Qtrut;, .W'ort~~ly.rot=s .:·;. . 

. ::·:·X\;!~0:.4~-,f~~~:·f.or,m~Jit~1Ch,.OO~t ~.i ~{-~~-·~ t, ~ s~s~edi :,tho+·,, < .. ·~ 
· · •::\ ~~Wi>~-ha~:~~--V;.~'p(,illt\.1 atateiiiiuta .bzi bOth··h!siOry ~ t.reed~m ~-Fax!~=:'. ---, .. r.,~i~··:·;~ .. -.. · .)·.··:::~;-· :~;-.. ---~-- ,-- " .... ,-;. _ _:- ... --:-· -_.· : .· · -: .. -' .. _. ~-_ .. _._:·-<·-::· ... · .. __ .. _, > .... _ ---:: .. :-- -:-;... . -;- ~: 

·. ·•··.· •\'p:t~~s.1a,both t!w obj~~t1f'i~ttoli bf'•Man',lu1d:,the mj":~~ of Nature; 

·:.:.. ~-\.}.·~·\ ~-:~iuu··.··o~·~::.h~.~.-eii~:-rlcP_~is9>._0::1ih~n. iat &a~ "111 h!illir.Y • .......... -.. ·.:.,.: .. \ ·:.··.>·;.~f; ... _ ·_ .. _:,- -..'· ,·-..... ··· :.'.,_·~-:--··. '·-.·.·· .· .... ·--··-· ·. 
·· · ·:·:{.i;~~-~ii~~ hlmoeli" (p,.tlis)i:h& l~·o&~ tii~t·~Y.;zi tr;,Gdom,.oncp it;'~ 
. , -:-:;/;'~--:~ta,·~-~~~~t~D.~.~-~-'.;.eari'.n~, thai it.~~!~~~~~-· 

. . · .. : .· .; i~edo!l'·ii1 the' ioaimei:. in''llhieb Mat:c ·&xpre'e8es 1t ln the ,(111,' · that tlie . -.. ·\:".?<·> .. ~:-~ . .'-.1;{.<~ .. ;;·:·,!;;(·~·-:.:/: __ .. _ ~·:·.·. ·: ~--· ·;·:· ·. _· .. -._·- -. ~--.- .. ' .·. • .... .. ·:- -· ____ :·_ 
. :.,· ..... :· •.· medOJ.I·or·tna ilid1v1duil'ic.tl18.'bo:Si'D o£ the,f::eed.'~t~· ... 

_,._ 

' ~ . 

; ' ,,,., :,; · .. ·~· .' ~o~i\in~ri ~ fs--~b:tua~ 'in· til~ .;_~;ign ''t>r, roa.:U.t'y d ~.ut; 1s 

... __ ,~::(::~· __ .:_· /:~ri~·.iis:~e~~it~.of ~t.~-~-hist.i,;·~·tn'ihe conditions £:~r: J·.: . :.', 

',:,.·:. ·. :· . · .. : sc·l~:t.''le_.~o_s~phical l'iol>lem of man·ba~e.be~n·created,". (p:l!>'L-~ . 
. ,. . -··· . .... . ·: ·- . . . .-. ' ' . .. , 1: 

.. '• 

.. 
. .. 

'-~ -.. , __ ...,:,_.;. ______ ...: .... - . ...:. ·······- .: ..•. :.....:... --··--"· 
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