Sun, Sept. 28/80

Hi!
I hnva read the threos photos..ats sent by Kevin,

"A® 18 J\:st & fragmnent from Vo! L. II of Capitll plus footnote with no
. Lord knows. On the

:ther hard, hyb- evori .the Lord doasn"t lcnbw.

YB" is the introduction and table of contents from s % racsnt book by
Pierre Lantz, & big—-shot at the Univ, of Besangon, called Valeur et Richosse
{"Valuer and Weanlth"), I'm not quite sure what he's t-lking &bout in his

" introduction, but it scvids like he might ba another trumcator of Marx,
and ¢hat this was sent. just to be awars of his name - maybe a vossible .
future thoorstical nuisance, (by the wey, his book vas publishod in 1977
by the Editionz Anthropos)

"C" is the first French translatimn of en articla by Mehring REXXUYRXENENEX
m (who you had just mentioned at the last meeting), published in

La: NouveXlo Critigue no. 61 of Jan. 1955. The origingl dates from 1501 :
from a collection called The Iiterary Horitsgs of Karl Marx, Fraderick Engels,
and Fordlmnd lasalle (published by Mehring).
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L The article ia called “Karl Marx's Thesins on Dub'czdt.guj and Eplcurius®,
T thanslator Josl Lefebvre, introduced, and one part of it aditied out by
A)Jean Friville, It is about Marx's. doct.oral thesis presented at the Univ,
; Jof Jem in . 1B48,
*H

¥
= 'l*& (I thought it was interesting reading.)

)

A&H
A 58 Jottod down a few notaa on it:
"'2-\( “Mehring slys that the German bourgooisie, axcept. tor a f{ew philossphers,
hld A pooir sense of cless-donsciousness back than, and that Marx of that
m vas part of the developing Sourgeoisie. Mohr:lng calls thes the "Montegnards
philoaophy . ”’P?’%WW .

{ Then Freville editez out a part devoted to the hiatory of Greek
phidosophy, )

W ~—— S ..—-—---"’“""""'"" “""'"'""“'--\.,\
we Mehring says that Hegel's treatment ol Epi&uzilninmﬂmm
NERANEX stoicism, and scepticisa was 1ike "porg_ny...r!ns:or" Then ha says
But any philosophy of ideas carries an elemmt of reactionary decay, vhich‘
da

egel'sn systm. o

V Mehring weizhs heuily on the quution of national consciousmss. eantrst*ng
the Germans of his day to the anclient Greeks,

-« There is soms discussion of Descartes, Newton, and Boyle in relation to
Epdcurianism,

~= I will translate the last paragraph in full just for good measure:

"IT is precisely this combative spirit which prevented Marx from writing
the work which hb mmwjaxioxt plannec whole range of Epicurean, Stoic, and Sceptic
philozopies. The more the possibllities for practical struggle, the more he
threw himeelf into it without reserve in order to, in this victorious march forward,
throw 1light on the zelf=consciousness of ths clazs for whom only its' victory
can reaitse make rezl the philosopyr of conscioumness-of-salf znd create a
condition of human soclety whera the freo davelopment of sach will be the
condition of the free development of all, It is in that deacisive though of the
Commmui st Manifesto that the intellectual wokk hegun by Marx in his
doctoral thasis reaches its’ culminating noint.”
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Parngraph "A" to be transla:er!(ath para rach of the eext).

. -~ 1¥
(oct. 27, 1980)

<

But the bsurgeois class developod more and more, and legt

el A?“’-

tonsclousness-

of—ulf made its' presence known more ang more nolsily. It found its* warmest

* ‘17 1 L 0‘ .
Iy rait FY.
anokesmn ‘n Bouer, Koppen(Kg_l;EPen?.m"rq smgi::“”') # » &4 Marx; concerning

thom, in a iletier to Prutz, Ruge declares that their dis‘tioct'lve sign’
o is their nl:cochment to-the bourgeoh Aufklarung. and tkat, Montagnards of 7
' philosophy, they wore inscribing the MAU& /;ff‘cf L, 7;’HAH g ] Jf
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" into the stormy skiea of Germany. It is no less true, though, that Lheae
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Hon!:osmrda of pnlloooohy were still only philosophers; canght up.in prac-
tica' ztruggles. l:hey saw themselvea as constrained to submit their

_phy to erlticai examinotion ‘and to ‘seek the point from wh:lch it would be"

'

il
"y
gg:ilblc te rontinue (or to remin in continuity uith )\with their«,u.aat (o" ‘?"-’ﬂf // :

. . et
e :

mosl:er whilo at t:he Eame l:lme going beyond him. Th!s poinr they found in

he’ Phjlogoghx of Histor! of Hegel in the chanter conta!nlng -3 descriptlon

. of the Greek philosophy of comciousness-of ~self.
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Mshring text {oct. 28/80)

Paragraph "B to ba translated {6th paragraph of the text), PpAGE 1

For the young generatien which came out [grew out?’ of the Hegelian
ao‘mol, whe wished to get osut of this systes, aurroundcd asg if by & CAgG,
the tnpution vas 211 the greater to break ths bars vhich were sepe ,,illl!.

£ et e P BeTTaM oF WEXT THGE
uarticularily)/thin at this point, 44  Without 2 doubt it could appear
: I
‘contredictory that the ideoclogical vanzuard of the bourgecis clags, which
eought to cmto for tha.‘ German pscple the national existencs \rhich thay

had nwor knoun, str-ngthdncd its' uonacinusneun-ot—snlf by its' contant

ld.th ‘that of .Imtiquit;r, vhieh wus born out of the daccuposition of a

R
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-."mtioml o:d.ntonce. But this cantmdietion was no uon than appurance. .
- Bruno Bsuer'u rodn wae not }mnw.lng how to recogniu ths momsnt from which
tho philosophiel "vﬁtemnt."r clothi gara raents of the lagn

strugglo 1ed by the bourgoois_io ca_lsod to f:Vor that mdomkng"ontcr-
- _ , —tann
prise”j and became a brake to it, Nonstheless, the phi].o:ophﬁf Stulcim.
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of Epicuresanism and of Skepticismm had had, in the past, & graat historical
existence, it had opened new pg}-speotivu to the human mind, broksn the
social barrier of slavery, of which Plato and Aristotle were still. 7

c»{’ .

~ "'Kff‘;f =

totally prisaners; it hud fertilirzed primitive Christianity in a decisive

R

manner, that religion of veople who suffer ard of the oppressed, which did

not convert itself to Plato and Aristotle until it had become the Church ,J\’“
MeT 1w Tie €& FEXT, BT (,ﬂ.

k’—‘
of the rulorsy"masters”,literally)?, (an) instrument of exploitation end of

oppression, Hegel himself couldn't keep from pointing out tho meaning
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(but. 28/80) |

Paragraph "B* translated, PAGE 2,

shich the interior. fresdom of the Subjact had hed in the total ruin
unhlpp!.nen. nisary}'pof the Rowan Esxpirs, vhero owryt.hihg vhich wage

—————

[
beautiful and noble in upirituul individuality Qho individuality of ¢ thc

-.-—__‘
nwndecﬂ 16 Fucw oD,

w i
n'pi.rj.t/ had besn hmvy-'gr i:r znd bruta gly doatz-oyocl Se the Bom-gooi.n

Aurkhrng of the 18'M century, had it not alresdy put. into notion(Zmbiliud

thn Seeptica. tho hatred of thiﬂpﬁm:ns t.aulrd raligion, t.ha reonblicln
unf.i.nants of tha Sto!Las?
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T -'Héhmg'toxt. | | (cet, 28/80)

-

Iast parlgrsph of the text, & to -be translated,:
~It'is prociaaly this combative spirit which prevented Marx from writing

-»
E‘ the vorit which ho was contemplating on the cycle of Epicursan, Stofcﬂ/ and
Skeptica’ philusophins. The graater the nossibi.d.tien of practical strw,glos

- r—

\(‘\{’ becauo, the nore he threw himmlt‘ into them Wnolahurtodly( ﬁ"dthont reserve"
q,
g

1! the '.l:l.ternl Tivonch mrs}irb in order to, in thie victorious warch fomr,l.

= -...;.-—- Ly,

_;'throv Tip,'ht upan thse nuwly-barn conscicusnagy=of-self of that slass alone whose

.thinldns ot the c-unisr. Hznifoato thu t.ho intelleauual labor
' bozln in hia doctornl thoois rsnehed its? ouluinntlng poin‘c. -
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