THE DETROIT NB/S AND LETTERS 'CGMMITTER CELERWATION OF :
INTE:R}TATIGI\';lL WCMEN'S DAY, . MARCE 8, 1931 - a bpicf sruaary

_ Eleven new friends joined the Detroii.Coumittce for the Tourth of 'our series
of classes on "Marxist-Humanismi in massmovementsi :in tne batitle of ideas" —--
which had been tummed inito a special revoluticnary celsbtration of International
Women's Dey, 1981, It opened with a reading of the letter to'the locals of
March 5; which surely reflucted the intornational comnections of Marstist-humanism
followed by a brief introduction by Mariana on the historic origins of I¥D both
in ths working women's struggles in the U.S. end the impact those struggles had
on the mass women's movement led hy ClaraZetkin in Germany. Flanked by the beauti-
ful and eorcotive postors and displays on the past and present IWDs that relsted
Marx's discovery of a whole new continent of thought and revolution te the actual
struggles over the past 130 years, Qleg2 began her presentation on:

AT B A TS L B ST AT oo T

-Women's- Liberation and Marxism, From Rosa Lu}'._gz_nburg. to_Today

“Where do we begin this discussion. oa WD, 1981 in-order Lo see where
we are, and 'mpre important vwhere we are golng?' Two Yyears ago, it was easy -- oh
IWD 1579 the women of Irvan-burst forth in their magnificent demonstration -against -
the attempts to stop their tevolution, Last yeap the obiective scenc was far lesd
insgiﬁhgl =< thé_counter-revolution -had ricved very fast: we had the great neéw’
a

irgl; pamphlet, : "Womah as Rcason and ‘as Force of Revelutlorl." This year. -- despite
€. wonderful news that 12,000 women are marching-in Rome’ for abortion rights and
against-the Vatican ~~ the nbjective scene is even worsc then last year,  But, not
only do we have.our own new pasphlet of Raya's writings on -Women's Tiberation,
but we. have the finished manuscript of the new book, And whilc it .ds significant
that'4t Yook us a.jrar to "eatch up-to" the Iranian Wlists- (because@!.‘;'_tmt_h_;ip -
@IEAIn the fullness. of revolution that a philosophy of ‘wevolttdon-Ee~"
cofice_the mont. o6 te), the greater touth is that these now weitings did come.
rgt, so: the Iranian revolutionaries were gble to catch them at a eritical point
in their revolution, - And before the new book, came P&R,.and before that MEF, -and
over Allicur full 25 Years_ of Marxist~Humanism in the 0.5, That, incfaet, is
what permits us to Ilcok at an objective scene such as we arc facing on IWD 1581 -
" and not ‘either ‘go inte-the doldrums, "or become so frustrated at a failurc to grew
that we begin'to lock for, simplistic targets to blame. S :

" The retrogression we face today is ngt x rotrogression but ~ sutright
unter=revolution ~- whether thet is on the ‘guestion- of abortion rights; .or the
;\gﬁck on even so minimal a right as the minimum wage (when over 2/3 of minimum
Wage earners are women); or something =23 fantastic as the attack on the theory
of Evolution (and if you think that isn't pelated to the WIM, just reed the latest
book on Lugy, not-only because this oldest specimen cf 2 two-legged human ancestor
ever found' js a female, but because this discovery may hold a key to humanity's de-~
velopmen®. in terms of when the male{TirsD becanc involved in helping gather food
for hiz family, and of how human sexuality evolved to be not just for reprodution.)

It is'not, of course, the problems of four million- years ago that concern
us here today, but 1981 and the enslaught on a'll humsn rights we are facing now.
And 1% is a question of where s the WIM in the struggle against Reaganomics and
milltarization, How could it br that it spams to be nowhere today?-- when ; pre-
cisely because it came on the objective scene later than the other freedén move-
ments of the 60s, and out of them, it did represent a new forvce -- thai'is, it
was distinguished from any of the women's movements of the past, PBreause it did
come out of the struggle against the male chauvinism not only of “patriarchal
- 1gocdety in general, but-Specifically the male chawvinism of the Left itseif,rit’
. h,ﬁ.l /’gjg_ahp_m.apnpecggg‘gn_ for theory from its very beginnings. Yeét today we are
A confronted with that terrible gap, not only between philesophy and activity, not
' .
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only betwreen nhilosophr and arsmnization, hwih betwrzen nhitogoohy agd Lhwory. It
is exactly the malady that afflicted fHose Tuwemburg, Ne vonder aye says ghe hud
more to say to cur generation then to any hefore. You rould think that she ought
to he a favorite of toduy's theorists, ut oh hew haxd it is to hear nev volces,
unless you kno how to listen. ' o ' ' -
I And that does not mean only hou hard it is to hear
the nev women's volces; or how hard it s Tor manv ol those new women to hear
the volces from below, of Nlacks ard workers, uen or wowen. It is even harder
te ,hgar‘ the voices that speak in the langpidre of philosophy, which dees nch mean
“ahvirdctions” ut the concrete philosophy of revolution as Marx himsel? articu-
L. 4% —- rlari’s dumanism; and as it 1s being rearticulated for our ame hy Yz
e Tavekavh -- that ia, as jarxist-rumenism, =~

So 1¢t's turn hack *o sec vwhere ve are coming from -- and Shella Rov-
botham's formulation is absolutelv beautiful in Women, Resistunce and . Revolution
when she states bluntly: " There 1s no herinding of feminism in the sense that
there is no heginning 4 [iance in women,'  -We canmnct go hack tcday as far as
we could ,_zEOi but we ‘eaf_becty where iiarxism and Freedom begins, with the "Age ofs

. ndustriels Soeial-Politioal, Lres Ltectual’ = and in partienlar
uith the French Revolution. The megnificent creation,of democracy hy the masses
then could not possibly have happened aithouvt:includinzethe woven ~- and _they e
certeinly there —- in the streets, and in, the clubs, . (] there.wag no.mass, voman's -
movement as such; it took another 4#0.yoars hefore fem ign-hecame a movement,
. durin; the 1830s with the increasing nuwbers of women in the factories, and the .

str\igé.‘lés_ ‘that went hand in hand with that development.. ..

v
v

L BJ{ in this country, the Iowell factory ucuen yerc publishing their -
om peper called(CEactory Girl's Albunm® fand.in. 1844 -the Fewale Talbor Reforn Assoul-
ation was horn, the -Lirst real union -of mill workers. “'e could amass & tremendous
number of "facts” like these,.but it is.not.just a collection.of facts we need %o
trace, %hat we have to see is hov At was thnt those 1840s beceme an historic
worid moment. ‘e -hﬂ.o 5ae what it means that 1848 was both the revolutions.

that covered Furope.fnd jthe Seneca Falls Yoman's Rights Convention in.the -U.8. -
We have to see.what It means. that Flora Tristan's eall.:for an international of .
working men and uomen actually predatad hy a full yesr Karl parx's discovery of
a whole new continent of thought in his 1844 Lconomie-Philosenhic ifanuseripis.
And we_ have to .understand why it is that it was that discovery that made this

critical perdcd.that 'world historde mement”. : we T :
A e Thet would have been so.even if -

all the events were unimown to each other. Iut the real truth is that they did

know each other, and not only knew hut strengthened each other world~wside, It

1s not only that somecne like ilargaret Fuller actually vent to Europe and became

a participant in the 1848 revolution in Italy. It is that there were actual con-

erete tles g.g_e_n mevements, . :

. Consider how Flora Tristan, the Ulopian Socinlist,
attracted the attention oﬁﬁﬁfmew&ﬁh hey moving hook
called Welks in London; they ¥isite - 0 with her about Tristen's ideas
for heroriers' Union, and cerrled -some of those ideas »rith them into the 1648 -
nevolutions after Flora Tristan died in T84, Teroin became one of the writers
for the dally feminist papery 1a Voix dea Fermes, \und . founded a journal called '~

uf.;@lzm'g‘o‘ﬁﬁioa1"fthn.t called Tor the abolitlon of nrivileges based on race,
BiTth, ‘monev, or sex." But by 1850, writh the defeat of .the revclutions, Roland
and Deroin vrere .thro'm into prison for thelr socialist activities, It 'ms frem

Lhzg vrison that they.sent their prestings to:the Seeond National Womsnls dghts
Convention . —= "Sisters of Americal your socialist.sisters of Franee are united -

“with you ... Your courageous declaration has resourxied. even to our: prisen, and-hre -
£i1led our souls with inexpressible Joy...". .nd it ams back.te that prison theat
the American wonen sent thelr ereetings, and estnblis}iﬁd a comaitiee to continus
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the corresvondence.

_ The internationalism of the wemen's movement is a fact of 1ife
that emerged out of Lhe sirugplec: and that is true in every one of its stages,
in ing the birth of International Vomen's Day itself, when Clera Zetkin, in
finallly succerded in having the Sceond Intermational designate such a day.
It was & mormentous wear in many respects -- the vear vhen even Rosa luxemburg,
who weuld never before htve. designated berself that vay, wrote to Tuise Kautsky:
Are you coming for the women's conference? Jush imagine, I have become a
sminist! T reccived a credentinl for this conference and must therefore go to
Jona." Tt was the year of the irdgic Trimngle Tive that finally made the U.S,
strupgyles of trork.’mg oment T6F Jeceft tmrking conditions an intsarnational.oient.
Zotkin's'eall for an Intcinatienal Homen's Day was not 1ust to "commerorate” tut
1o continuo the struggios, . ) : ‘

l\‘othing better demenstrates the power of internaticnalism in strugg‘le

than f.he anti-war movement of that period -- and nothing spesks more to us teday.
Tt is not only that whet helped thrust Resa Tuxemburg to her greatness yas her

- thovough hatred of militarism -- that red thread that ran through her entire iife,
from her flash of genius in sensing imperialism as early as the Chinesa-Japsmese
War 4n 1895 right. through to’ her most famous worlk on Acoumitlation- of Capital, in

" which she" thought she uze digging éut the vroots of iwperialism, . It.1s that.
it was during this long stmgp'le ‘against the impending'imar thet the new ‘revolu~
ticnary force of women arcse to become the centerpoint of international anti-var
activity - and At wa., with Rosa Tuxemburg that they aligned themselves. ‘Though
they hnve certaj:xly heen 'Long hidden from history and philosophy, it was not.only
the Inxemburgs and the Zetk:lns, ‘but the grest mass of proletayian women who p'l.ay-ed
a crucial role in the German labor movement, especilally in the years of war and
rev'o'l.ut.ion from 19'!.11- to 1919, ‘Tt wms Gloichhelit, vhoue gipenlation had reached
no less than 125,000 by 1914, that becams internationally .recognized as the anti-
wir crgan. And the very first demonstration. that the spirit of. intemationalism
could not be killed wms the :mtorne.tiona'l. anti-ar conferenca thel the wouen o=
complished in 'l:.he Spring of 1915.

It was a sign of hou' uin.ngerous the rulers con~-
gidered this movement, and hoir deteymined they were to try to bury the most dan-
gerous revolutionary of all, that Luxemburg was. arrested the very evening before
she vas to leave for Holland with Zetkin for ‘the plamning meeting of that intew-
national vioman's anti-war conference. Her imprisonment (except for 6 short menths)
did. last until she uas released by the wevoluticn in Fovember, 1918, So guieckly
did the ocounter-revolution move that she was rmurdered within two months, and
the.whole revolution was soon boheaded, )

And 4n Qussia, where it did sueceed --
following one of the wmost glorious IWDs in history, March 8, 19L7, when it was
the working women vho celebrated by going out on sirike and starting the five
days that toppled the Tzzer ~- it has become transformed into opposite. It is
only in our ape, again, that the void. the world has suffcred since thet. trensfor-
mation, has begun to be filled, . S
. It 43 not thet women's struggles have censed for

one single minute throughout the "void" -~ vhether ve are taiking about very par-
tlecular women's struggles or whether we are talking ahout their pa“ticimuion

in total revolutions, iot a continent has been missed whether it be Afriea which
saw everything from the /bha “Yomen's “ar in 1929 to the South African women's
struggles amainst sportheid over the pnst three fu'll decpdesTor vhether we are
talking about China where we have ge rerything Lrom E:r)m writing of her
"Thoughts on larch 8" ﬂn@. oy 1in iisi-1ing, the 21 ¥euF old student vhose,
voice of revolt, sneaking the universal lanpguage of humon freedom,was ralsed du--
ineg the 100 Flowers, cammigh and whose search for'true secialism™ was recorded

in Maruisi ARd Freedom, The strup‘glps have continued throughout the w=orld, and
throughout the decades. 1443'/
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But_there is something N that came onto the world gtage in the mid.60s,
nnd becans A _wass riovement in the 70m. 1t is.a staes thas has ralsed altogether:
new questions, that will not wait for the "day after" to have its demands an-
swered, -that rofiised to bz only “objecis”, that deranded the end to the separaticn
of mental and manuerl labor; that was unafraid to attack the wale chauvinism in tho
movement of the l'ew Left as well as the 0ld Telt, and refused to consider the re-
lationabip of man to woman 2 “personal” question. .- was the sumething NEW in
the 1  wemt today thet made the founder of “arxist Luvanism in this country de-

; =104 - .the new concept - Women's Liberatior as an Idea whose¢ time hao, indeed,
“.eemy - ud the new category. she arented - WJomnn as ileason and Revolutionary
Fforcde =~ had to be worked out historicaily, ' ' Co -

Working it out historically meant fivst in terms of the 1ife of losn
Tuxemburg, because she wms the enly reeognized serdous revolubtionary wouan theore~
_tieisn the pocielist movement had produced, It meant seeond in terms of the WIM
today, which has seerched for a full deende for a theory for today end yet has not
been able to find 4t. Tt meant, finallv, yooted within the context of the totali-
Lty of Varx's philosophy of revolution. : .
o N n one of the first letters Raya wrote to
the Marxist-Bumenist Women's Iiberationists, on!Eug. 9, 1978 -- before she hag -
wuritten a.single 1line ‘of the new book -~ she inséribed ecross the top of the
page, as if it were a benher, Rosa Iuxemburg's statement: “The revolublon 1s
- . magnificent and everything else is bilpe." To those vho worriad that "others®
- /f mighl, take thet as "mostility™ on RL's pert to the "Woman Question," Raya urote:

s "It does.not mean the dowmplaying of women, Rsiner it is the totality she aspires

for *'futura,' The point is not any counter-position of revolution and Haman, . oo L
{ . have changed the title of the projected book on Luwwemburg's relation to Marx °
I* from MMarx's theory of revolution" to “Marx's. philosophy of revolution™ bacause
"k so longies we only talk of theory, we are talking only of the immedinta tagk of .
_revoluticn, the overthrow of capitalism. Rut when we talk of a philesophy of
, revolution, we wmesn the creation of & new soclety, Only vhen we have that in mind |
can the revolution, be truly total.” ‘ o C

The ook has seen.several “new moments” as it has bedn created -- the O
. latest of which has been tho expansion of the chapter on the WIM as such into a
vhole Part with three chapters... and it is the final chapter of that part, tho
oné that leads directly into Fart IIT on Marx's jiarxiem, that is now entitled’ .
“The Taglk That Remains to be Done -~ The Unique but Unfinished Contributions of
-Today's vlemen's Liberation MNovement."” (my emphasis) . _—
Tt 1g nere that we are forcad to confront
that the two pivotal questions of today (and tomorrow, because there can be no
succeseful revclution without them) are: (1) the totality and the depih of the

tha.{'. 4s needed; and Cza)f-.t-ha JuAT~whythn of what Rays, calls here both
€ =]

- brgenizing of the so-calléd 'objective’ material foundations,"and +the

./ "relodAing of the so-called 'subjective’ taients"of women And hien, who Will Then
becoms whole. 1t I8 here that wg &re confronted wiith one-of.the-actuel revolu-

\ tions of the past decade =- the Portuguese, and, the contradiction between vhat an
Isabel do Carmo and & ;izria Darrenc seem to represent: Do Carmo, the revolutlon-
ary who is not 2 feminist but who has mada a revolutionary contribution around tho
struggle for apertidarismo (nen-partyism): and Darreno, the feminlet uriter who
created a whole new form of literature and who attributed her release from the
fascist prison{vhere she vas throwm uith her two sister-authors of The Three =
Mariag ), not to the revolution; Tt to the international feminist moverent.
The point RN wakes, (and wyou will have to read it for yourselves, T would not bpre~
sume to surmarize it here)-~ is that both, frowm tue very different directions,.
faced the erucisl question of what form of organization is needed to get freedom
in our statewcapitalist age, '
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© ynique rehtionship with Marx's Marxism in which she had bech grouhded- to ‘beglin

. duping the !‘readom Rides to Miosirsipbi,’ saw the In ifemordon to Mataiia Trotsky
~transformed inte the whole guestion of 'lomen in Revolution®, pu't. So;jonrner "‘ru'l.h

movament that dismissed "women's issussy not seeing that wemen. vaw anti-miiltariss

From uha.i:ever dirFetion vou come, and whalever vart of the hook you are '
in, revolution as total: uprooting, and Marx's Marxism as the philosophy for our :
oge =~ that is what the hook'is about. Dach ape do=s have only one new philosophy
until a’ new age is born; and“even“an ihgels is not Marx., Revolution is what \
writes Women's Liberation and Marxism. Revolution is what our page in the Harch
igsue: of N&L is artictﬂ.atinp as our ce‘l.em-atian of ]}JD 1981, ALl el.so is bilze.

, Revolution is vhat ma.de Marxist-Humpnist vomen's Liberat.ionists cor'r-e:‘—'
trate on three things —-(mnck Vierkers, pnilosophy /-~ because to seperate fron
Hla:l: and woikers rmeans you are n 5§ > able to change society ot its |
rorty, - To stay separate from a revo]utionary organization means to exclude your- :
ec'lvaa from the most serious and total work of reorganizing society. 'hat anites L
Homen's_ Idberation and parxism -~ in the new book because it is so in 1ife’ w-
is the dialectics of liberation in thought and in, practice - what Marx cal‘!.ed '

"history and its process." & EE’;\M :
. . thon an* idea’ t;_hnsg_time has eorio as W ;

Mnmmmm_ ' 'rheth somothing 11ko the Siloslan Weavers. p"is.‘b
in ¥arx‘s tine, or the 1’or1en & Idboration Movomemt of our oun, it illum_nates a

whole new iorent in history... Tt vas.the WIM that hslped Rayn gee something new
in Harx's’philosophy of revolution itself. . But what made it possible was the

with, | That is vhat the whole 25 year. history demenstrates, and what if has to - _
show us, of “methed" end of revolution. ..You can tracn it from ‘our very foundin" T
vhen viomen were singlsd ovt in our Uonstitution as’ one. of the four .forces of ‘the .
American rwolution. . You can follow it/ throuvgh the 605 when we sinigled out the -
South ﬂfrican women's struggles against anartheid found Uoman ‘Pover Un'l.imitcd

and Harriet Tutmnn on- the cover of ACOT, and on and on,

This isnot a qusstion of’ try'_.ng wi mmotate all the references to tromen L -
to prove.a case, anymore than tracing Merx's revolibionary attitude to Man/Woman :
is a metter of trying to annotate him, "In Momen, Resistance ar§ Revolution, Shelia '
Roubotham put the whole question upside down when she agreed with Juliet Wisehell
that "the likeration of women has remained marginal in iarxist theory -- dependnnt :
on the emancipation.of the working class.,. dany crucial questions are unariswered , - '
and will not be -resolved by annotating his writings .specifically ot woiman, bu't by
extending ilaxrxist theory in general as part of reveolutionary feminist praxis.’
fut Marx's theory is not part of revolutionary feminist praxis., It is the other
way around, Revolutionary feminist praxis is part end parce’]. of Warx's Marxisii,
and no part can be torn out of that profownd philosophy of revolution without
killing it.. The nerr book is, indeed, & totelity, not three separate parts.

And "roaliging”®  the continuity of Narx s philosaphy for our age is, :!ndeed.
the task that remains to bo deno.

IV THE DISCUSSION, Misiam raised the contraliiy of women to the WWI .
anti-war movement as flying in the face of the chauvinism of the Anti-Vietnam War

a3 contral to a new society. Andv spoke on the way others dismiss Luxemburg as

1 feminist) in velation to the crucial importance for us to see th: unity of the
‘three olements in the new. book's title, noting that the objoctivity of women trying
Lo create a new soclety is in contradiction te the counter-revelutionriry thrusts we
witness teday, Suzanne spoke on the Sexual Harassment Workshop she had attended
1hat weokend, where the concepiion of wonten's liberation as meaning teing for the
Tiberation of all people ceme out clearly; and ralsed the quandry of seeing women
os a prime target of Reagan's cuts and yet not having any s.lpmifiun.nt protest fron
the WIM. Susnon raised the question of how the discussicn tcday could stirengthen

14439



* afom

our Involvement in current activitiss, such as Tale Fiz! s e b 1.-:ht p"..u.min., maouiners-,
and Jim spoke of the idew of philosuphv being worked out writhin the fullness of
rovc'l.ution, and how that reloted to the Tatin Amer:.czm revoluticns. '
© ' 'Mike stressed the
new 1111..nination you gain f‘rom rereading the articles hy RD over the past decade,
and tha way the neir conception of woman as reason and revoluticnary force that was
‘the title of hér very first article in NOWL has now been worked cut historically
back to RI and Marx ¢ the 1978 letter referred to today demonsiratés, agsin. how RD
in relating revoliution to WL transformsd the strass in the book, from theory, to. Harots
philosophy of revoiutdon, - Fugenas spoke .of the need to examine the terms "ravolu-
'Llonar:y" and "“feminist" ‘hot.h in A new vay, And Mory said she was struck most by
the chapter title:” The Task That Remains to he Done —— the Unique tut Unfindshad
Contzributions of Today's WIM, which points a direction fer the whoie WIM, not just
those in this room. While most of ‘the Left has been forced to recognize the force
of WL by now, they do not know the fullness of the subjecl. of womanj e hear cnlv
about the "objective™ reorpanizaticn of society, nothing of the “subjective" release
that Man:ist—Hmnism sees In revo‘l.utionarv ereation of” a znew soc'lety.
Ragg began "by
“Otinl! that Reagan is ‘trying to retrogress even within the structure of capitalism, -
acting as if the days that Lrought on everythine from the Great Depression and World
Yar II and the Holocaust are so gloricus that we must réturn to them. Yot this is
vhere dialectic nethodelogy cones An - we have to look for the absolute opposite in
what seems to be -apparent. 'Thus, at the hei:;ht of the’ cm:nter-“evo'mtion after “bho.
1905 Revolution. ye find. the very firet “lomen's Council or’ !mqumani in the world,
r-reated in Persia -~ yet nobody knew about it until our ovm perded. A new revolu-
“ionary force arises .even though it isn't recognized. ‘Our task is not to get pesgi-
mistio,'but to see what ngu, on which vie can build. There has never been a ravo~
Tukdon: Sugsa-newforeg, but we have te recognize how long it
takes before such a new force appears. Raya.tock her experlence with the Mack
working women during WWIIL to show that though nobody was more advance at that paint -
than Simene de . Reauvoir,.she nevertheless accepted the iden of women as & "Second
Sex", while the ilack women, somo of whom may have hsen illiterate, were raising
the critical questions about the nature of society and eriticizing De Beauvoir for
not even lnowing that_nobedy will give you véur, i‘reedom, you have to fight ‘for it.
...The two words that are eritical are Reason end Revolution -— and what
“e are trying to ansuver is why all the great, rewlut.zons ve have seen did net gel
25 Reason until today, ILuxemburg was both a great revolutionary and a fominist --
though she kept the twa separated, But if you see a new revolutionary force like the
women only as force, and not as Reason too, you are not going to have the new... .
The word Marx used for his copception of rsvo‘l.ution. Raya caontinued, wes “gonbinua.’
_Sus," permanent ard continucus., Today we can see the urgent need to comnest o
“heory and practice in order to have "ravolution in permanence."”  Youth have also
~morged &3 revolutionary force in our period, but if we Think they have disappearci
teday because tre don't bave the mess denibnstrations of the €05, ii means e once
nore are seeing then only as “foree” and not as Reason, #nd, of course, the Rlack’
<imension has bean the pgreatest, both as force and as Reaaon, throughout all of
American Hia+ory. ..

The point. Raya r-a-emphasized is to see philosophy not as an
abstraction, ut as action, Witheout that concent, without seeing both force and
Reason, we vill have only pessimisr about the cauntertrevolution., 'Mth that con-
copt, ve will be able to find the absolute ovposite to Reaganism, and build on thm:,

i * TR = '
The meeting tras ad journed to set up tables for the Pot~Luck dinner

which provided & wide variety of delicious food to go #slong with the "fooud for
thought”, as discussion continued over the repast.

- L4 L
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