
TilE DErROrr NEX-IS AND Wl'J.'ERS 'CGlMIT'rEF' CELEEI!ATION OF ,. · 
INTEm'ATICl•'"L ;~CHEll'S DAY;· l'.A..'lCI! ·8, :~81 -- 11 br;.<r o·,·H>ry 

Eleven n"" friends .joined the Detroit. CotQ!Il:ltto~ fo~ the fourth of ·our series 
of class.os on "Marxi.St-Humanisms in mnssrnovements 1 :ln the bat.tle of ideas" -- . 
which bad been turned into a specilll· rsvolutionary celebl'ation of Internationnl 
Women's D<y, 1981,· It opened with a raading of tho l~tter to ·the locals of 
March .5,- which surely reflacted the intom,.ti<>nal connections of Ho:rx:tst-J;urr.anism, 
followed by a. briet iritroduction by Mariana on the ·historic origins of :Ml both 
in the working womsn's struggle; in the U;S, and· the impact .thoRe struggles had 
on th<> mass womsn 's movement led by cla,.oZ&tkin in Ge:t:'!'!any, Flanked b.v +lt£ beauti­
!\.!1 ~ .... ..d e:-c:lti·.;s pv5ti-i".:.i and displaYs on .. the past and pres£nt It·JDS that r£ls.ted 
Marx's discovery of a whole n?W continent of thought and revolution to th6 actual 
struggles· over the past. 130 years, Qlg:l ··bpgan he-r presrntn. tion on: 

. . 
··Where· i:lO· 1m· begiJol. this discUssion .. o·11 rND, 1981 in· ordc-:-.r to s£.~' where 

we are; ahd· ·m_ore ini',Portant whe-.r£1 we are go:Ulg?· Two ·Y£'ars a:go,-.- it 1ms Easy -- on 
IWD 1979 tlk' women. of. I•an · bui-st fortli in thdr magnificent demonstration against . 
the n.tt·empts tO s-top their. ·i-sv:oluMon., Last y~ar the ·ob~ive seen" !Ills far Jess 
in ir1n :;;; th£ cOunt<-r-revolution had liiovro V<-J:Y~I· we had thE' gr<"at new 

phl~t·, •''Woi:um as R<:ason and·as··ForCE' of R£volut .". This y.ar.-- despit~ 
.. worxl<:r:l;'ul·iiews that .12,.000 .wornrn aro marching in Ro.,r.· for abortion rights and 

against-the Vatican -~ th~ ~bjectlve scone is <v<n WO<'s< thru> last year, But, not 
oney' do we have -our own new pno:ph1Ct .of· Rnya ~s t.rt-itings ori ·lrlom£:1 's ·tibcr4tion, · 
but wc. have the finishro manuscript of the I)C>T book, And while- it .is significant 
that''it tq<>l( us a .Y,:ar to "catch. UP:·.to" the Iranian v/Lists. (b£cause<l!i~. ~;;-, 
~ it'is··~ · . lnews of ·revolution that a . · · · <V<>J.ution.-t•;...,..-- · 
~onmn:.TJiC7lilnat. nQn.crcte), c grra t=~:r· l'"1:l is th9:t ·thr--sc new. wt'it:ings did· come. · 

rat'; SO· the Iranian· rcyollitionari~s :were ·l!blc to catch them at a critic.al point . 
in th<-il: revolution·, · Anif before th<J new book, camr. ~ and b£forr. that !!!...;;; , ·and · 
o .. er all·;cur full25 :rears.of Marxist~Hwuanism in ·the u.s •. That., :ln,fact-;-:-'is 
what. permits u8 to 10ok at an objcotiv~ seeM such as we arc facing a.~ .:Nil 1981. 
and not ;,ithcr io into·the doldrums, ·or b£comc so frustrated a.t a failure to grw 
that we' bl•gm··to 'look for. simpl1otic targets to b.lamc. · · 

· .The. retrogression we face today is n~t mere =r.e.trogeasign bnt- ouh.jf!bt 
<;j!unte,.~revolution --.whether that is on the .uost.ion of abortion rights! . or the 

v9&ck on even so minimal a ri~ht as the minimum wt~gE' (when over 2/3 ot minimum 
Vwage ea'rners are ·womem): or something ea f&ntastic -as the a:tta.ck on the. theot"y · 

of .Evolution (arxl if you think thet isn't rrlated to .t.'>~ 1VU1, ·just read thP latest 
book on Lucy, not·only because this oldest specimen cf a two-legged human ancestor 
ever found· ;.s a female, but l::ecause. this discovery may hold a key to humanity's dF­
velopmer,+. in terms of when the mal~J;i'si> b£car.tc involved in helpjng gnthFr food 
for his fllmi.ly, arxJ of hmr htUOtOn S£>."Ue:lity ~V01V£d to b£ !!2J; just for reprodution,) 

It is· not, of coursF, th~ prob1~ms o£ four m~L11on·y~ars ago that conc~rn 
us h<'rr today, but 1981 and thr onslaught on aU humsn rirJ>ts '" are facing now, 
And it is a question of ><hFr< ll thf' Wil1 in thr struggl<' ag'linct Rraganomics •nd 
militarization, !lot< could it [.- that it · •oo10s to be nowh~re today?-- when 0 pre­
cisely becaus~ it oame on th~ objective scene:ldter than the· othel•·fr~FdOn'movF­
ments of the 60s, and !!!!J;. of them, it did rrpr>·sent a nrn force -- that··is, it 
was distinguishf'd from any of thr- womFn' ~ Movements of tht: prist. B::cauar. it did 
come out of th£ struggle against th•• male chnuviniom not only of "pntrierchar' 

· ·,sod.ety in general, butc:Spccificnlly thg mal< chauvinism of the Ldt itsilloldt' 
;,.1.-)-d:ld sho!WUL.apP.r•c;!!ltJQ.Ji...f'.o..r_thC.Or.Lf.r2!!!,.1ts w~y beginniiigs;·. Yet today !o;C nrP. 
·I') confronted with that ttrribl< gap, not only b£twecn phHosophy and activity, not .,_,. . 
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only he-t~rrf'n ,.,hilosoph,.r ro-,rl '):fo:'':.'~fllznt.il.m, hl-i·l\' ~:t;:il!t'tJ ··"h:t,_<J!:itY:\hV n.Ki. th· .. •o-:-..r.. I"t 
is f.'.):'not.ly the ll\l'llarJy thet nf:flic:";ted rtos{'. ·r.m:·emlnirg. No uoni.ler 'l::l;-:vr"·. sa:vs shP hnd 
more to !51li' to our gener.:~.tion th11n to -1.11y_ he.forP,. You •-rould think thnt sh~- ought 
to hE:-~ fnvorite of tod:tv's theorist<J,_ Sp.t oh hc,,T h.-:.rd it is to hPa.r nP.1r voices, 
unless you kncr:-1 b.O~r to listen. ~ · . · 

. . . . ·. . . Ancl thn t does not ~<t-n. only hou hnrcl it is to henr 
thE! nf!l-1' t·romen's voices; or hOYT htirrl it .is :Lqr many o£ thoS.t' n~-r Nomen to h€'at• 
theo vo~?es .!~om,l>e.lou, of ~1noks a.r&d t.rorkers_, 'lieD.!?.!: 'HO'"E'n. It is even hardc_r 
to_. _hear_ the v~ic~s that s'PPnk in the 'l.nnft;Uri_gP. ot: philosoPh".' 1 '·rhich does not J1lean 
"<1''·· 1 ·:-~a:ctions" but the coi'tcrfte phftosOphv·.or r£vo:~utlon as 1-!a.rx himsf'l.!' _nrticu­
l•. · it -- dt.&rx.'s ciumanism: :mrt as it is beinp.;'reti.:;:ticul.Ated for our n~P. hy 1"lyc 
D"~·-~·.r~vsko..Vi\. --+.hat is, as l·'D."l-XiS~-riUJI'Inriism. .- . . 

So 1t::t' s turn h.1.ck t.o ·see 'loJherP. "trc n1·e cominp,; :from -- an& Sheila Ro~J­
hothnm's !orrrJ.lntion is abs_o1wtf:'1Y _beautiful~ Women; Resisbnc(: and .RP."'rolution 
Hhen she ~t!!.tes bluntlyr ., "Th£!"P. is rio heri':trui.j:ng o! ferdnisri1 in thf' St"fiSt"' that. 
ther-e- is no hef<inn1nwt~iance in .,;romen. !" ·WE" c.!".nnot go ha.ck tcday as fu.r ·n'J 
we cou~~o1 ~~e 4-~~-J:M?:ih .. "'here. ?farJt"isro nnd ·FreedOnt)?.esW.~.~-."'-:!_ith ~E" nft.ge o.C 
~~ . . tl·~-LJ?oc~.al-Poiit~q~l, . ..;.tnt.P.'t;!~.C?:·t.uRl'.', ---:.P.nc1 .. !n pnrtic~flar 
t·rith,:t.he _Frenct?--Revolut~o~ •.. The mkgni.fic:~t c~F.I\ticuh-.o~ _c'!e·mot:rllt:y.-.hy -~h~ r.J!LSSE'S 
then· oould not p_ossibl.""~T ha.ve ha),lpeJ1~ -.}d~out: ~clndinz~..:tlu~.:~roi11e_l3, -:- and~ they ·l-T~:.·. 
oertain1.v ther.e -- in the s.tree-ts 1 and in. th~. c'lu'hs, .. _r:\-ii.tJ:tht:"re .'o-ras .no. f'!llss. l·roman ':.: 
l'1oVe·1)1~nt :~s _.suCP,,; :it _;toO~ Ano;:.her l~a·:;~ranrs h€tor~ t.£1~~:·: .:beca111E' ·a ·Movcn:ent,. , 
durin:,. ~e 1840s •r1th,the. inc.rr.4sinr, nU!l'OO.rs. o.:f H,o!lcn ,in .. th< . .fnctori~~. and .. th~ · 
strur,e:'tes tJ,.i:!< uent ·hnn~ ·in. h.onil •·rith thnt t)E'1(floPY'Iellt. ' 

·. B;v 184 .. l,!J..tM.s country, th~:·rell fac~;;.,,, u~,:ien .. 1ierc 1Jtlblishi..;£ their · 
c»m p.~per ca.' ed , ' nctory G.irl's ~illn.t...~jan~ .. in.1844-the Fd12·1-e fAbor. il~f.,rry.llSSC?ul­
ati~n uas born, e.·:t:irs .. real.-union ·of·r~Ji.L1 '·ro:rkeot•s. ·-re cou1.c:f Am..'!!.SS a trer.ter.dous 
nw11hE'r of '_~facts'!' 1-ik~ ~~~:~e~:-PtL~ ~·!;, i~. !!Ei···just ~ _<;lO:~leO.~~.Ori._of'. ~aC.~s He need Co 
trace, ~t we bs.ve .tcr see.~·· ho:,r it "as thnt th9se 'l;atfOs be.camo: n.\1 historl.c · 
>rorld moment~. l•le. ·ha~o see what it. means t.hat 1811·8 "as both the re•rolutions 
that covered. ?:W;ope,' nd the Sene~n Falls· Woman's ·R.ights ·,:oiW'Sntion ,irdh<i .. u.s .• · 
~le have to ·····•·rl1s.t . means. thnt Fl.orn Tristan's ann.,for nn l;nternational of·., 
"orking men ni1cJ l·romen actu"lly _pr.ids.ted by a fu.lt year"j(arl iolnrx;s. discovery of 
a "hole ne>r continent of thought in his 1844 Econo-.ic-Phi.loso;,h'!.c Hanuscripta • 
And we .. hnve .to ,unclerstan9 nhy it is that it uas thnt discoverY that made this 
crl.tical period .that ·~•o'!'ld historic moment", . . 

, . 'l:hr..t uould h.l\vn boen so. even if· 
nU the :·ev:imts >rere unlme>m to ench other. :Jut the real t1•uth is t.hat they 2M. 
knm~ each other, and not only laleu hut st'l .. P.ngthened each other '·Torld~·ride, It 
1s not only that somoons like Har~are.t Fulle!' aotillllly Hent to E.'.Jrope and became 
a participant in the 1848 revolution in Italy. It io thnt there >rere not.unl con­
crete ties ~n moVements •. 

· Consider ho>r Florn Tristan,_j;lj~ Utopian Socinlist, 
attracted the attention o:Q'f:iiUtine no land nnd Jeam,·e tircm~-1ith her moving boo!~: 
ca11ed Ho.lks in T,onrJonl thev visited ne!'-Ahd talked nl.th her about Tristan's :!.rlenc. 
for hE!" :•lorki'rs' Union, and ~erried ·some of those :h:kas 1dth thcrn into the 1648 
~evolutions after Flora Tristan died in:l844, 'J;f;roin b<>cnme one of· the writers 
for the daily fe•1inist 1"'-Pel'~ Voi>: clP.S Femmes, "'"d founded n journal ca:J:led '. 

l"Wd~:rn •s-{)j531l:iot1''i tlw.t caJ.:led !'or the·tabol·ition of r>r.ivil£Res bas~. on rao. e, : 
bl.rth:-mon~ ... ~se::-:·. 11 But by 18.50, ·,·9-th thP. defeat o.f ,th£ revc1utions, 11ol.e.rld 

nnd Daroin ,,er£ .tbrO'Y\1 into prison- for their socialiat nct:tvities. It "'·~s.i!:.2!l' 
!·he! nris_o11 that. th€-~r. .sent their Rreetings to: the S•~cond Nn1:4Q.J'illJ.....Hort41JJ§.~~~ 
Convention .. -- '31Bte:rs .. ol Jl!llerical your socialist: oisters of Fra.np!:J -are un~ted · 
~th you· ••• Your ooura:i!rous decl.nrtttion ho.s resounderl .. ~ven to our: prison, o.nd· lwc 

f111ed our soU:Ls nith inexpressihle joy ... ". ;.nrl it . .uas b!ck. to thnt prison tht.t 
the J\Merica11 ~-Jouen sent their P:l"CE"ting!l 1 nnd estnbli~h1eci. a COl'l!.:littP.e to continu:::-
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the corres.pcndence. 
The ?f the nonum' s move11,1ent is n. £net of life 

that etne1•g,.-d out of thnt is tru£ :5n evl.!'ry one of its stages, 
in irig- th_~ birth of Inl~rn.;lt,:1ona1 ~lomtn 1 s Day itse:lf, uhen." Cl.c.ra ietkill 1 in 

NL·~finall,y succeF<l•d in luwin~ the Second :rnternntionnl dosil')'lnte ouch v. day. 
I.t 1-ra.s a. moMClltous ~rear in tl!ll!JY re!lpeots -- the yeD.r l!ht'n even .liosa r,uxer:Jhurg, 
who l·rCu'ld_.never before Mve.dE:-signa1..ed bersel£ t.hnt tmy, ~-rrote to Luisa KautskyJ 
·~~ you CC'!m1ng for the lwmen's oonference7 Just~ ima,f{ine, I ha.ve_ becol•te n 

m1nist1 I .recr.ivecl o." cr'edentin1 for this cQn!'el-ence nnd must therc.fore go to 
J"""·" It nas tlle'y~nr of tluo· tragi~ 'Tr:iin[;J.e-Fire thllt finally mnde the u.s. 
strug~les of uorkir~mntm for aecmrt-TOfidilg conditions An :int~mnt.ionnl.oir-:~t. 
Zotlr.ln' s' ~a.ll•for an· Intcrrm.tibr.tti. Hotr,en' s Day .l·TaG not. ;just to "coilllt".er.!o:C.Ate". but 
to ~~ thci strugg~os. · 

. , .. ~ l'!othing,bi:tter demonst.rates tho poi·rer of internationalism in struggl~ 
thnn ·the_ anti->rar mov.,ont of thnt period -- and nothing speaks more to us tcdny. 
It is ,not on.ly that uhllt helped thrust Rosa T,uxomburg to her greatness """ her 
thot"e>Ugh hatred e>f mi:litarism -- thnt red' thread that ran througll'iter ent1.-e life, 
from her !'la.rih ~i: (Jenius ·in sonsin~ i>lperinlism llS e3rzy e,s the Chinese-Jap•.n•=" 
War. in 1895 ·r~ght through to' her most famous· >rork on hcc•Jmii'J,e.tion of .capital, in 
"hich she .. thought she,..,. ·digging out· the 1°0ots of imperialism. :. 'rt. is that. 
it was during this long strug~1e·aga:lnst the :!Jnpending'}rar tbl!t ths·new·revolu­
tionar;y: _force of l·K>l'ISP arose to become the centerpoint of ini:Grnatfonal anti-trar 
sctivity ~- nnd it' ;,'as >rith Rosa T.uxeinbulo<t that they alignec thentselves, 'Though 
theyJtave ,c.,r~inli 1oeen long .hidden from-histot!y end philosophy, it .rns !!2i only 
the, Luxeil!burgs and the Zetk:lns, but the p,rent tnass of p,•oleta,·isn uon~>n Hho·.played 
a .. cl"U:o~t.rol~.:m.·the·aerman labor mOvement, especiall.1r in t.h~ years .or ~-mr .and 
revolution :Crom 19.L4 to 1919, ·It """ Gloichheit, 1rhouio circulation had reached 
no less' t!uu1 125,000 by 1914, thnt became in·~ernntionaUy.recognized as !Jle anti­
>nir organ, !ll'td the ver:~• first don:onstration. thllt the spl.rit of. internatio.'lnlism 
oou.1.d not be killed una the iittornatiohal anti-1·rar confE'rtmc3 thc.t. the t·YOL1en ec-
oonrplished ir• the Spring of 1915, . 

It tma a sign o£ hou ti!"J1gerous the :rulers Con­
sidered :thiS' movement. and hen deterti.ined they >rere to try to bury tha t>tost dat:­
gerous ioeiTol~tionaey of all, that tuxemb.1rg "ms· nrresteCJ the. very evening beforo 
she >ras to leave for Holland Hith <:etkin for the planning meeting of thnt int.e·.·­
national 1-ioman's t~.riti..:mlr confer·e-nce. Her imprisonment (e:~oept for 6 short montho;;) 
did. lAst imtil she uas 1•slensed by the 1'<'Vo1uticn in Povember, 1918, So quick~• 
did the counter-revolution move tlu\t she >ms MUrdered t·rithin t>ro months, and 
the.'trho1e revolution "'tis soon beheaded. · 

· · And in ~tussia, 't·ihere it did succeed --
foUo>ring one of the 'lost glorious IVIDs :!n history, Hnrch 8, 1917, when it t.ms 
the >rorklng •,rol'ten uho celebrated by goinr, 'out on strike and starting the five 
days tlu\t toppled the Tz~r -- it lu\s becol'te transfol"ltEd into oppoaite, It is 
only. in our aRe, ngain, that the· .void. the world hns suff'Cred since that. trens!'o~­
mation, has bep,un to be filled, , 

It is not thnt lromen' s struggles lnve censed for 
one single minute throughout 'the "'l>oid" -- uhethe1• ue ar"' tnlkint' nbout VPry par­
ticular t·romen's stru~r,gles or Hhethet- "t>T~ are talkjng nhout their pa.:"'ticiMtiQn 
in total t•evolutions, i;ot n continent has been miss(~ nh~thE'r it be ,~frica 'Hhich 
snu evervthing f'rom. the /•ba 1·.'omen's ··'ar in 1929 to the South i'frican l'Tomen's 
strue:gles ap,ainst e.pll.rthd.cl over the pnst th:r,:;-e f'ul:t decp.desr--<).r ·t-rh~ther 1-rP. tu•e 
tnlk1ng about Ch:ina 1·rhere ~'·~ have ~..er!ltJ!!nB fro"!! 't.:lne; lJ.DW' s ~n·itihg of. her 
"Thcu~hts on larch ll" in(I94~. ol(J,~-linV th< 21 y1!li'!"'lcl studont trhose, 
voice of' rsvo1t, snE-nkin?.f'tlle univeran.llanR\!nae of humnn i'rccciom.uas raised du:·~ 
inf( the 100 Flo"t-rers ___ cnq'Pl!-ieh and ~rhos~ sPn>.•ch f'or"true socialisill" mts recorded 
in ~:arxisnl'lilia-Freedont. Th• strup.gl<'s hl!ve contirmed throughout the· "orld, and 
through9ut the decnci<s. 14 4 3 'i' 
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~t there is somet~it!R: z..tF.t·l ~ar.1e onto thr.- .~u~~lri ota.r<£' :tn the mirJ .. 60s, 
,nnd becnma l\ mnes r.toVt-f;lent in the 70a. It is .. n· st."\•.·-~ that ha.s r~ieed nltcq;stheor 
neu- quei!rt.ions, that t-ri.'Ll·not nait for the •.'da.y a.i"te-r" to ho.ve its demands an­
sws.l•ed, -tha.t rc-:Nsed to be on1,v "obje:ctc", thnt chmnncle-d the-·.end to th~ aeparat1.c-n 
of mental and m:UIU!'.l :Lnhor, that """ unafraid t.o nttl'.ck th~ mnle chauvinism ii1 tho 
movemEint of thp· l'E't-r L¢ft as t-rel"J. aG the Old .J..eft, o.ncl refUsed .to consider the r.e-
1at~.Ol"'_~l--aip or·man to t-ror::~an n ."nersona1" question. _. 1-ras thE- something NEt-1 1n 
t~~i 'n·r:nt toclny that made- the founder of ·,·!a.t:Ais-t. i~tJ'IllUlism in this co\l~tr._v dc­
':.t. ....... , · ··.the neu ootlcept. -- rrro!llf!'n's Liberation a.s s.n Ic1e:a 't·rhos..:: time had, J.ndoed, 
C';'.-1·~ ':' _ ··1d the :nm-r cater,ory_ f¥he arented -- \1o-.ntm as ,icason nnd Revolutionnry 
lorde -- had to be _uorJced o~l~ histor1oa11y, .. ' . ' .. 

.. • 
Working it o~t historic"ll .. v mennt fi-rst in t~:ms of tho life of :losu 

Luxmr~burg,_ bscause shE> t·rns the _on1-v recof!Jlizod serious revolutionarjl' woMan theore­
tician th< · noc:!J>.list movement had produced, It M~nnt !.~ in te!'!lls of the WUI 
today, '"hich has see.rche<l for " full daonde ·for " th.,or:v for today and yet has not 
been able to find it. It meant, finaUv, rooted ,.,l.th;n t.he conte>.-t of tho ~obli-
ty ·of Farx' s··pbi.losophy of revolution. . 

· In onfi of the f1.rs_t 1 .... tters Raya urote to 
the·Marxist_-Bume.nist la]omen•s I.iberationistr;, on~9, 1~ --·bei'o~e sbP. hnd · 
trritten a .smgle l:inS 'of the ne1·r hook -- she liiscribed ac_ross the top of the 
page, a.s·u it· t·re·re a lr.ruier, R0Sn. Luxemburfi's stnt€-Jnent: 11The revolution is ,, 
magnif'ioent and ever:rth:lng f:llse b bilge,." 'l'o those uho .t-rorriad that "others'

1 
I ( 

-A, might. take that as "hostility" on Rt's part to the- "Nomnn Questietn," Ray.l trrote: ( 
/ l""lt- does Mt mean the. d"'mplay'.mg of wontoil, ;:otil<r it is the totality •he aspires 1 

r for 'future.' The point is not any counter-position of rr.volution and !<ollll!ll, ••• I I 
L have changed the title of th" projected book on Luxemburg's relation to ~tarx / 
lj i'rom ·"Milrx's theory of revolution" to "Marx's. j,hi1osoPh.V of rev:olution" bson.uae- '\' 

!
1 so long•as_l<e only talk of theory, l<e are ta:J,ld.r)g. only" ~f i<he :i.mmedl{-'ta task .~f j 

revolution, the overthrO'.r of. cap:l.tnlism. Jlut lilien ,,., talk of a ph.tlosophy ot . 
, revolution, l<e me'!ll the creation of a neu society, Only ;rhen HG have that in mincl 1 

can the revolution, be tr\\ly total." 

The book has seen .Several 11nmr moments 11 t.l.s it han 009n ct-Q.aied _ _;_ the 
. latest of t<hich has been tho 9Y.p<U'ISion of the chapter on the Wll! as SUCh into 1!. 

uhole Part uifu. thrse chapters ... &!)d it is, the J:j,nnl chapter .of that' Jiart., .tb~ 
one that leads direct:cy-· into Part III·.on Hnrx' s ,Harxism, 'that is no;r entitled' : 
"The Task That Remain• to be Dolle -~ 'The .Unique "but. linf:inished Contribut,ions .?f 

·Today'a ilouten's Liberation llovernent." (my emphasis) . 
It is here that ue are foroad to confront 

that the ~-ro pivotal questions of" today (~ tomorro't·r, because there c~ be no · 
successi'ul r..Volutioll uithout then~) are: [ 1) the totality am the deptb of ths 
upro g that :l,s needed 1 am /2). t.ha r,;u;t[-.,.p,ythm of uhat Raya. 'calls ·here .both ~ 

""'\ e re rga.nizin__g of the so-call"ea' 1 oh~~ Diatsrin:l .foundations ,"and the. 
&'./ ~e:le :lngOi'--Eh€- so-called 'subjective' talents"o:fw-or.len ~"ld-iiten~-ih~TI~en-·~ 

\ becom~rnore.-J:t:1She:re that 't·re are cOnfronted <t-f.tt"h-onG-o£- the-llotua.l re-volu-
, tions of the past decade -- the Portuguese, and. the .<:ontradiction batlfeen Hhat an 

Isabel de carmo nnd n. ;-inrio. P.arreno seem to rt!p~E'sentr Do Carma, the revolution­
ary >rho is not a feminist but >rho has 1MdO a rovolutionary contribution around tho 
struggle for aJ)!lrtidarisuto (non-par:t:yism): am. Dl\rreno, the feminiSt tll'itor .t·rho 
created a ltrhole ne'!r form of literature .and 1-1ho attributed· her re1eaae .from the 
fascist prison (.,here •.he >ras thro"" nith hsr tuo sister-authors of !!!£_1_~ 
Marias ) 1 not to the r'evolution, lntt to tho internnt!ona:t feminist ·ruuvc::a'1ent. 
'The point Rn '~akes, (aild you n11.t h~ve to rend it .for yourselves, T '!JJould not pre-· 
sw.e to sunnna.rize it here)· .. - is that both, frot'l t~ro very different directions,. 
faced the oruo.ial question of uhat. romo:r organization is ne•ded. to get freedom 
in our stat•·-cnpita:List age, 
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'Fi'o"l l·;hatever- direction you· co111e-, .nnd .. ,,hatever pa.1•t of the bOok you are 
in, revolution as total' uprootil!E:, and Marx's l!a>•ldsm as ~philosophy for our 
oge .--·that is uhat- the 'h:>ok: is about. Each nge do~s have only._onc net-r philosop!1y 
untU"a'.n~r age iS born; rind 11even"an i.ihgslo is not N'Arx. RevolUtion is 1-rhat 
unite• Woma.'l's Lib<rntion and Marxism. Revolution is i·rhnt our pae,e in the Harch 
issue .of N&L is articula.ti.'lg as ·.2!!!:. cele'm•ation of DID 1981.. .lllf elso ,k bil3e, 

· · Revolution is "~ made Narxist-H\IElnni t ''lomeri's Liberati.onists cor.ce"'" 
trn.te on three' -things -- (Rtack ,:rorl<ers;]Jhitosoph -- Cecnuse to saperJ.t_a fron: 
UJ..l·;l: :md.t-roi•kers f.lt:G.llS yOu4re n go g o -·A.D.le to ohn.nge· sooiCtynt ito . 
r~'-···b •. · TO stay Dega:rate from .a revolutionary organization means to exolt!df. ;,;·our­
sc'L"t2a .!roM the nioat serio~ and· total t·rork of reorgan~z:il:1g society. ··.'hat,.lmit~s 
vlol!!~n•s_Libere.tion and ;·iarxisM --' in the ne1r .book bec<tuso· it is so jn life'--
is ths diale.ctics of libe,ation .in thought and in. practice -- u!Jat l!<trX called 
"histor:!f and its process," . . . . t •• ~..v) . .' e•u-"-"' · ·. .:. . · .. 1':'~·· idea··~ ti>Ic ht.!s coco~.~ 

_,~'R 9c+n~oV¢nont 1 't-rheth . IS sot'lothing liko the·_ S!lon~n Wcayer1J: upris~"\~ . 
in·:Mttrx ... s~· t:tmc-, C)r tho llon011''ir .t.iboZ.a-1:-ion_ Hovomcmt- of oUr Oqn, it. i;ll~:ln~~ea a. · 
uhole .. ne>r,ilioMent in hiBto,Y ... :rt tras.the ~ILM ,that h~lped· Ra.vn. 0ee.soiolething ney 
in Marx's.' philosophy or rsvolution itself •. But 1-rhnt Jr.ade it poasible •:ras the 
unique· 're;l!l.tionship.Wi'l:h ~ ~>•rxism .in >rllioh sl>e hnd b<t'n' grourid~d· to begin· 
'•lith, : .'l'!'.at ianhnt the· .HbOlf} 25 year. histor:y.demcins.trntes 0 and >rJw,t it has· t'O 
.shat.J us_. Pf" 11method" ·and of_. revolution. .. You can· trace it fro1n 'Our __ verJ~. tourjd_i'lg · 
.\rhen "rOlJlen-t·r~~e- sirig'l-ad ov.t in ou;. Const,.tut1an is,3: ohe Of- the: t:our .. fOt-CeG·_·ot·:tne 
Americp.n ,;~~l11t1on, . .You c!ln. follo>r it' through :l;he 6Cs uher1. ,.,., singled out tht>_ 
South .<11'1.-ican .>romen' s strugglos against. "!'8-rtheid, found t·lom:>n ·pmre>• Unlimited . 
during the freedom Rides to Niosiosipj:>i, ' sat·r the In· •'lmori:ili to N.>taU~ · Tro~sk".f •· · 
·'trans.fo~cit' _intO· the _whole- ci'.leritii'Jn Of ."l·lomen in Revol~tionit • put' sojourn.er 'TrutS . 
and -~r.riet Tubman on· the cciver of ACOT, and on and on. · 

· . ·:This _iS· not a::(luestion o£ tr"To&l1g· ~~~ ___ annotate ·all the references··.to 110m~,~ · 
t.o prov~. a case, anymore than tracing,!Tarx's r~;·oliltiollnr;v att:itude to Man/Womn 
is a rnattGr_ of tryirig to annotate r~·. ·In r:!omen, Resistance ariel Re•Olution~· Sh0i.1n 
Ret·rbotham put the >rhole question .upside down Hhen she ag>.•eed >rith JUliet Hii>cli~.JJ .. 
thnt. "the liberation of >romen has remai.'led I11!1rginal in i-!ar>."ist theory -- dependent 
on the e~cipntion·.or the 1~orkint; class._._. Nany cruoia.i ·quS.st~.·ms_ a1•e' unarisl·rex-'fld r 
and •>i.U not be ·resolved by annotatinp, his >rritings .• pecificnlly Oll >roinen, but by 
extending l!arxist theory in general as part of revolutionar.; feminist praxis," 
Jlut J.tarx's theory is !!J1i part of revolutiona,y feminist praxis. It. is tho other 
;.my around. Revolutionary feminist praxia is part and' parcel of ·r·iarx's NarXistn, 
nnd no part can be torn out of thnt pro.fowld philosoph.y of revolution without 
ldUing.1t, The net·r book is, indeed, a· totolity, not ·three separate parts, 
,\nd "realiZing"' the. continuity of Marx's philos~pby for our age is, indeed, 
the task thnt remains to bo dono. 

IN TilE DISCUSSION, Ni,;lRlil r:1ised the contraUty of women to the lMI 
~nti.....,r movement as flying in tiie'Ta'oo of the chauvinism of the ilnti-'lietnam i·lar 

moTSment that dismissed "woraen's issues~ not seeing that t·Tomen_.l!a.t:" anti-mii.itaris:-r. 
11.3 c9ntral to n ne\r society. Andv spoke on the ,.ray others d1sm1sd ttAXemburg as 
' feminist; in >•elation to the crucial importance fo1• us to see th~ unit.y of ths 
·<.hree elements ill the net·r. book' a tltlo, noting that the objoctivity ''f·. >roman tryir.g 
to create a new society is in contradiction to the counter-revo1utioT . .:iry thrusts Wl" 
>1itness today, §uzanne spoke on t.he SeXUAl Hanssmcnt 1'/orkshop she hnd. attonded 
"' ... hat ,.reokend, l-lhere the conception of wor:xon • s 1iberution as meaning being for the 
liberation of a l1 people came out c'learl VI and raiseit the quandry of see in~ >romen 
as a prime ta1•p.et of Reagan's cuts nnd yet not hnvin~ any sippific<:."lt protest fro:n 
the ~ILM. Su:l£:!!. raised the question of how the discussion tcdny could strengthe:l 
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our involvemett.t in current nctivltide:, such ns 'I'll~~(~ S.t~!: tju· r:i...-.ht pln.:·~m;~ meo·C.ingo, 
nnd Jim •POke of· the idea of phi1osophv being >ro1•k~d out •·'ithilt tho fu'tlness of · 
N>\'Olution, and hon thst relet•d to the Latin Ame1•ican re\·oluticns • 

. ' •. • • 
1 M:\ke stressed the 

new iU•~•ination. you gain from rereading thP. a~ticles by m: over the past deMde, 
ruJd tha \oTBY:· the nei·T Conception Of Homan 85 rea·son and revolutionary force that l-14S 

tho Utle of her very first art1cle in NOI\'L .hss noH boen '·rorked cut histo):'icntly 
back to .RL and Marx 1 the 1978 letter refe"red t.o today demonstrates, again. h.»r Rl) 
in relating revolilt,,on to wt transformed the. stress in the book, f'rom theoey, to. l'..arx!< 
philo•ophy Of .revolution. J,:Ugene Spoke ·Of t.he need to examine th~ tet'IIIS "reVOlU­
"i:.ionar:yu and 11f'em1rii.st" hoth :!n 11 nmr uay. And Mary· said she ,.,r.as stl"Uck JI!Ost by 
the chapter tit'LG: .. The Task That Rema1ns to he Done - the unique but Unfinisl:loci 
Cont;oibutions of Tod&;y's WUI, >rhich points a direction fc1• the who1e Joii.l-1, not ;lust 
thooe in· t!Us r.oom; 1-lhile most of ·th<> Left' has be"n forcod to r<'cognize the force 
of lolL bv noH, they, do not knw the fullness of the Subject of. >TO>nal:!j ,.,8 h<>ar cnl•r 
:tbout the "objective"'. reorganization o! ·society, noth:IJ1g Of' the "aubjective" relea.sEt 
that MA.rxi.o;t-Humanism. sees in re\rolutionary- cre&.tion or· a ne:t·r sOCiety. . 

.. . • . . . . . ~ begari 'by 
notinF: .that Reagan i.~ tr,yinp; to retrogress """" '>Tithin th•' .structure ox• capitnlisni, 
e.ctine; as .if the days thst brought on evoeythizu~ from. tjle Great Depressior, and ilorl.d 
H.>r II and the. H()locau5t are _so glorious _that >rs ll!Ust return to ·.~hom. Yet this is 
uhere dialectic. t.lethodclogy comes ·.in .. --"'" have to look for the absolute oppooite t~ 
>~hat seenia to ,be .apparent. Thus, at the height of the· cotmter~revollltion after tho . 
:•.90S Revo;tu,tion, . .,e find the·ve):'Y_fi~st '•/omen's Council or· /rn.junlani in the t-rortd, 
oro;atod in·Persia -- ;vet nobody knm·r &.bout it until our "''"' poriod. ;\ net-r revolu­
"~iona%-y force ari_ses .ev,erl thOugh it 1sn' t recognized.· · Ottr- 't~sk is not t.o p,:€t pe~~i­
mistio,·~but to- see l-T~~ en Hhich ,.;e can bnilr.J:. · There has nev~..L.J2!en a· re·to­
lt~\ibat ~Iiiia not ·bp~~aw fc~, but He have to l'GCOgil:t20e ho~r lonp,; it 
takos before such n n"'r forqeappears;· Raya. took he:r e>:perience ·,rith the Hi.ack . . 
working women during l'I'HII to show that though nobody "a6 .mo1~e advance at that point 
than Simone de :.Beauvoil'.·.she neverthe19Eis accepted the idea of nomen as a "Saconct . 
Sex", While th"e in.aqk uomen, soma ot .. whom MnY have Qae)1.illiterate, 1-1~re ~ais:ing 
~.critical questions abOut the nature of society and criti~izing De Beauvoir fo1• 
not even lme>ring thst.noOOdy >rill give you vour. freedo!Oi, you have to fight ·for it • 

• • • The tuo >rorcis' thst are Cl'itical are Reason .<nd Revolution -- and >rhst 
·•e "re trying to nnsuer is >rhy aU ·the great, r.evoltiti'ons >re r.ave seen d:i.d not ~e:!. 
... Reason until today. Lu.'<emburg >lAS both .. great re'l(olutional"J and a i'ominist -~ 
though she kept the bra separated, But if you see a ne1-1 revolutionaey i'orc.e like t.ho 
1-~'omen only as f'orce, tind not as Reason tOO', you ar~ not p.:oinr, t.., have the ~· •. 
The word Marx used for his qoncoption o! revo 1ution, RaY!:l continued, uns 11cont1nu~ .. · 

_.,gll.S.," permanent and continuous. Today ,_.,9 cnn see the urgent need to conn~ .. .. 
theory !ll1d practice in order to have "ravolution in permarienoo." Youth taava also 
~merged a.s revolutionary force .:L'l our period, but if t.-re i:.hinlt they have dis~:CPP.arc:•i 
i:.oday because ue don't hn.ve the mnss deniOnstrations of the 60s, it me~ns ue once 
r.:ore are _seE'i:nf': thPn on~.y as 11force" and. not as RcliSon. Jmc1, of :cnurse, .the. Black· 
dimension has be'en the r,reatest, both a.s force and as Re:ason, throUghout a1.1 of 
.American .History,.·.. · · · 

The point, n.':va r·e-emphssized, is to see phil<>sophy not as an 
nbstractio,.., but ns action. Uithout that concept·, vithout seeing both force an<i 
Reasori, w"a t·~i.U hnve ·only peSsir.lisrr about the cotinter:..re'irolution. :.!1!-J!. th::~.t c·on-
"opt, >r& will be nble to find the absolute OD!losite to !lenganism, •.nd build on. .thst •. 

* * >):: 

The meeting l-~as adjourned. to set up tables for the Pot-L\lck dinner 
"h1ch provided a >ride vnriety of delicious food to p.o •.long <rith the "i'oorl for 
thou(!'ht" 1 as discussion continued over the repast . 

• • • 
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