Febhruary 285, 1975

Deoy Maria Barreno,

Your bdrief visit to the United Stistes has, fortunntely,
regulted in comrades of mine taping your talk &t the Univer-
slty of Celifornia in Berkelsy. 1 read this with groet Ine
torant, payirng alose atte:tion to what I consldsr new and
sost spexifically, creatively, “"feminist.” If we once mgain
ssparats fouiniam frop Marxziet-Humeniem as Ll they're not .
of ths same rcot ond Tranch, ws will hordly deserve to con-
sider oursslves on uny higher level then the Portuguese jJjournale
iata who asked you, "well, your book, is it politicel, or iz it
Just feminlat?" You put your hand ca the cruciel part when you
stated that unlegs o politicel involvewent meana “a kind of new
sxperisncse...n new way of doing things” 1t would not bhe of great
iaportanca, but shat you 7elt your hook waa one path 1o women
"axreating & new culturs,” and this ig perhaps the wmozi important
peint about feminias,“ It is indeed. _

Or; the ather hand, I fesal mtrongly that Trotskyliste as well
as Copmunists, Althuagerites or U.S., cultural faddiets or Kaolmts,
who limit their own coatribution by sgaying that Marx “didn't see"
-the new, =s if that createm for them a caressr by telling women

" they nust become “political,* are vitiating what Marx as revo- .

Luxtionury had said, be 1t in 18k where he siresssed the wost funda-
meutal 0f all relationshipo=-Kun/Woman--or be it im 1872 as he
waf oo ing on the Prench edition of Capitnl after the Paris Com-
mune, ot “thinking, bleeding Parie” wise maussa 2 Resson and
women 68 Yesson as well as fores, Ve caanot hwring in what is
wruly now of the mid.1960s unlags-ws Tirat come up to the level
of darx, "the 19th cdntury men,* Harx's philosophy of liberation
is not, I repeat not, "z mnle-defined Tevolutinnsry.movemant® or
dust polities domlimting the gun.* Rether it {s so total and de-
zands of this genoration so much that we uged to think we need not
solve untlii "after” the revolutio:, that we must work theass matters
g:: ogmthe beais of all the now forces fron yractice as well am

m Oy .

If you have kad & chance to rsad the work that had been given

you, g a )r you no doubt have ssen that I have

aypproachec the question of feminism from a very differert experlence

than that which was yours, but I do think that there 1is an affinity

of viewsz ‘between us and would like to develop a dislogue with you.

I enclodge also one of my briefar artloles from No : ‘s L
that you may not have notliced.

Comradely yours,
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Dear Marisa, : June 17,1975

‘It was great to re-

caive yca letter and :
I am more anxicue than ever to get vour commentary on
Philomophy and Revolution, Marxism and Treedom as well as
-the emall plece on Women 28 LKeasor. as well as Force becauege
I feel it omperative for women liverationists to wark out a
whole philosophy of liberation and not just reduce dialectics
of ilberation tn & theory of current events. Fresently, for
acample, I am preparingz this fall for a series of 6 talke on
the swbject of Remscn as Vell as Torce:s 1l)Russia, 1917
Germany, 1919; I'ortugal, 1975, 2)The American Working Woman,
from Abolitionism to Women's liheration, Naw., 3}The Black
Dimension, Africa and Americe, - #) The Present.liomenTheoriets:
Simone de Deauvoir, kate Millett, Jullet Mitchell, Sheila
Rowbothan, hieris Barreno. &) Iiterature and Revolntion,
& Philosophy and Revolution.

: As you can see, not cnly does

Portugal cccupy o8 big a ploce in the 1670z as Kussia in 1617,
but I am especialiy interested in you, (We-«NEWS & ILETYERS--
incidentally are the only onz2s who pub:lished the talk you
gava at Berkeley.) The more you writn me of your views or
gend me articles and bocks, Unfortunately, I de not XKnow
Portuguese, Are mny of your writings available in Spanish or
French (OR RUSSIAN: )«-I could struggle tlrough thoss., 1 am
very =ad to reed that one of the Three Merias has declared
herzelf to be a Communist-~and ihat after that awful sexisl
attack. cn the women liberastioniste by the Portuguese male
“Iaft".. Can you. wrlte me more ahout that?

S what is your new
work about? Is there any way to lmow about it ahead of
publication? By the time I reacjed Callfornla oh my currant
locture tour I read ahout your heing in N,Y.and producing a
new play. I will not come to IV until late fally do you
suppose elther you enuld be ‘there then nr your writings? I
consider writings "nersons" and irdeed feel =z greater affinity
to some who are desd if Ideas have been left for us than some

- Mvingly dead, ,

' ) Philosophy and Kevolution ils being translated
jinto Spanish and Italian and I Irive been invited to hoth
{Mexico, not Spain) countries, and the Italian invitatlon
is the ons I am most axcited about, though I do not know
whather either financially or in time (I am forever running
and losirg the race with time) that iz possibdle. Incidentally
in 1959 T was on & boat to Itzaly when Marrxiem and Freedon
had been translated and since the ship I was on was firat
after a very long strike, i+ bescame a sort of horses cart,
stonping at all sorts of unscheduled stops, including Tisben.
After wasting 2 hours debating whether I should get off in a
fascigteruled land I of cowrsc could not vesist contact with
those wonderful Fortuguese who were suppoged to take me at
my word (lie)that a combinaztion of Spanish.French,&English
equalled Portuguese--and some were emotiocnal enoupgh to do
80, The main street lokked like Paris or Italy, but when I
got off $0 the side sireets, it was a wery different culture
and pecple,.

vours,
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ETR Septs 9» 3773 .

Dear Maria B'JI‘I‘G"AO: :
o _ .Np'doubt the objective-subjective, volatile, ﬂontradle'bory. LT
nulti—facetad. t#emanding eituation in Portugal has made 1t impoassible .
“ifor you to find time to write me.  Yet, sirce the cresticn of time is
“the Leat of- "1ndlv.tdualism 2zt lets nothing interfered with ite
unlveraﬁlisma Safey freadem”, and since the “i.ndividmliem" ig you, %
ihopa you will get: w,~answar ‘.h!.a letter. I ma refarring o the fact
~that you are one of ! theoreticisne of Woman'e Iiberation'I am
am:iyzing in the ser.es of & lectures I am giving this year, (Ad of-
: 8. 246te Univerelty adult education coursas Iz enclosed.) You
will note thet the firet lecture geems t0 be namelasss Rusgsia, 1917,
, Germany, 1912, FPsrtugal, 1975, but it is that one that ssts %he idea—--
.- yevolution, fThe unifying ferce im ail 3 is thet in the firat it will -
-..\be womsn as. masess who started the revolution-=-the textiie workersy in .
the “gecond Rossx Tuxemburg as revolutionazy theoretlclan but I chuse
919 when shu ‘was murdared rathey than 1913 when the revolution appeared
10 ‘he ae drep an the Ruselan in order to include counter-revolution
2l ag- mo].utiom and 197% rn..her then 197% for Fortugel has khe”
ution wien, in the r"scedanua{‘ rall the undercurrents, Srom =
,,'I,‘hrca Mariag to.the African guarrilad, the firet negation of: overtlirow
if-fasciagm merged intd opsn cunfrontﬂ'tzon within the revoelutionsry . -
11che- Queption whethsy 1t will aver achie.vr- “gacgongd’ mgation
Bl 1;111 4n question, but cpen. “Fow wheli dn the othsx - ..
‘apaeiticaily "ON . WONRN ecraticians, I get. to you’ all T hava
".l'hree ‘Mariae and ‘the couple 6f spysches wo, (Newa ; )
0 _11; 14 aped’ *hat 3-cu g&va 4n %n Fran 00,

.
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R T anfod §%. to Voren..
8 Mhitkers and’ Rwolutionarlea, tut i%iis inconoa vable 4o T thnt
evolution can suscoesded: withou-r, thcught end thought itsel? must: graap
l.ngs at thelr ront, or just bs worda,.and therefore it would. ‘have”
%,s;: more precige if I jJust -had =said-Women. As Revoilution, “but-in & -
R timew of amborted revolutions end incompleted onss'hoth gs . -
ti1ibixrths and sounter~revolutions erising from.within, und $h
8 _indeed the mnard that we have nelther: been credited vl th
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v

of ,)h?..;.osophy o:r 111~arati.on and not onl:, inits activity. I le 11'.

B?.and..

A g You can ei.ther welte it in Poz'm of letter to. me, or in
8 mora formal way if you wish, and do pleasgs specify whether you
wish 1t pub‘i.shed or only refarred to orally,

‘ How sre you? And what new are you engagad in, and are
you planning any trivs, to the US I mean.
Yours,




