
It 'RII -t to -t you and, hcn•stl,y, l!olland -nr. a 1!1'8at. 
dNl lllON to·., olld to H&t...-1.ote than th. taot thllt tbat's vhen ~ 

' 0~ &larz:'a t&u:1l,; u_,., and vwld nc.t GUPJl02't !loon &II a NVOlutimiU'y • 
I ~ tbat ,_,tl,y they fin&ll,:; hava got around to producing two 
~P!Wts cit' ~,let, who 11811 .. t!!9 ti'l"at en• ~ tbe lfal':dats vbo un­
c!~ an.! Pl'&Gtieal r..l'ld....., if: a col<lnial. C!OUI'Itry, He vaa t1uo -ll'ini::W or tba ... tiz.ai l'WDlut1cna:ey nati..,alist !IIIUia -t :bl Indo-

:· o.-:j&. U. .. Caitt:bll!.od to be &Oti'lia :!i' 111,~ lia a Fourth Int4>:mat.iooal­
~~··..nd .... iwl'iiGl'id by tb6 Nssu. P~fle:ps ~o dq :JI)U woultl be :blter­

cY.>•.o-.· . . : ·:. · ctirtlld·:bl doing aGiot work en t.bat, and I will be glad tc:d»1PI it so, 

apeaking tc you about - Roe I•!!!r:· ,_,',J~=~~~~=~:~~~~ -viU ;you tiNt a-b· tbot U or H .. · . they. have a oopy or the Ol'ii:blal llutob 1 . 1t 
PQbUabed SOCII attar tlM IIIU'dv ot l'.ux!ooobtnog :bl 1919, "'"'"'·''" •a"'""· IIA\w Jiee, aa :tr.te aa tlle. late 20., . I den •t kntJV tba page 

the !"l•'lll!J'dlpb ~•t o.n &Oqu.inta,ce i:Nnslat«! tor •, t..t u·~"' .,_ ~ Pft'iod. and s.~ Ari>unc! 19'..$ this 1.o vbat al'l*l'fid 1 
<;);']~~~··. ·""•-·lA!Jrqbczr'ltU..o plari.l to &I!OOIIpany Cl&..,.. Zetkin to UollMd, to · 
''•• ot 11r1 :bltem&ticnal. lloollin'" llcnt-ce, 

., ~-~·,1.o .'to talra 1n '*'n. · So 1'6:1' she hasn't tl!bn IIUCb i>1t.Nst 
,.., · "'"' 'i!IIOifi:!i•a .. ~t, but nO!i abe wa:•ts to help lmlt'7whe1oe vheN 

ta l'tiOOJln""t tl!e to1n threads ot the vab ot lntemAtional COI\JI•II«<t11JN!,". 

It· 1a this &IOCition - ""Y, one o:- l;vo pages bstore &lid one "" 
·· · W... Pai!Q &1'tel• - tbat r would >-"ish tnnalated so that I kl1<111 the 

qu0l:at1cn vitbln ocnt:Rt and not all by itselt. 

De hit me lcno;r viMotlle:l' the llutah edititJn ot thu biograpJw 1.o 
anilAble 1n Ann Arboro, 0!' whether it ...., be obW.!nad on loara t:l'coi' 
another lih!oary. · U n..t, I V:\U W!'ite PlY trial~, 1n NIIW YOl'k Gnd hs 
,..l' be abh t.;,_ - thot!e pr.~ r.,,. ua. I i'.<> hope we'll iree you 
10101'8 etten 1n lhltroit, Can you o"""' to o~. Opon J!ause .an Dec, 25, Around 7 PH? . 
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January 26, 198t 

Dear Raya, 

booJk .rroa which ye'.1 ~ave ma the' qu•tati•r• wae publl.ehe&i 
i anll ti'i;lell' B.U!..l<l.l~bu:-g !Her life sancl works l, by 
H ~~ Rolanll Holet-v~ ier Scnalk. The quotation itself 
is :f'ounll on page 1~ of the sixth chapter ti i:lell• ";t'he L~;ng_ 
~ (p'!_:o;ee 1 7,5-:-~!t) • 
· ··I will lltart'O:y-translathn at tha break on pa~e 179• 

(Chapter V emt21 ¥lith the tieciehn o:f' the Social-:Uo~~mocrailcY 
Party to got al.,.ne; with the oth11r parties an;l. v•te f•r t~ 
~ar c~ellits on the 4th o! August, 1914. Chapter VI be~ins 
by recounting Rosa's efforts to unite the w•rkin~ classes 
·~-inst the coming war. It then ~rays the ieapair she uust 
have felt Y~en her •wn party betravei the.prolotariat, seeing 
aa ~h•t b~t~a-1--d~lll!lll :truu1o1.Lapt!_e__•f the I~ienal 
:for her. !lYe collllllence with her clillb out o:r that iespair"l'l) 

. ' ·- ---·----------j ' 
Rosa Luxemburg aimonishee herself, She realizes the neei 

to live en in order to help the working class :rini the way 
out of unlimi tei cen:rusien ani self-humj,liation. .One must 
begin th~ etr~ggle ani conduct it. on two fronts• etruggle 
agaim:t the o!!;Overnment with all [i tri} ea telli tel!, o:r which 
it av61.ils it11elt to misleai the nation• press, church, sohool, 
universities, ani strug~le against one's own party. 

T~ begin the struggle • , • eaeier eaii than ione. There. 
is nothing left over :rrem all that ene attemptei to possoi!B 
a~ P•int~ .of support.· It is as if an earthquake has wipei 
them all away. Where have the thousanis e:r yeung men ani 
women remaineol en whcnn ene th•·ught to count with ·certainty? 
o:r the_men, many are mebilized• they are wi~h the troops that 
enter France ~r iefeni Ea6t Prussia agRinst the invasion ef 
the RUtll!lb.ne. Others bew the [their\ heai iuring the etorm. 
Ani the women? Alse all to• many efthe Social-Demecratic 
wo:nen let themselvel! be talkei arotmi t11 the l!i&ie o:r the govern­
ment l'ii terallyo wemen go up the lime :<:l;iek of the 5~vernment, ,/ 
which~ouli mean• go te reest with~~ are ensnarei bi() 1 they 
take an active part in the erganizatien of the iefense behini 
th" !'rent • , • 

In the fir11t days, ene can count the :faithful on the fingers 
o:r ~ne hani. Now, it Rocsn•t matter• ene must close ranks, 
term a gathering point, ievise means to wake the party members 
out ef their in:fatuation. All thi11 llel!pite the state of sei~e 
~ni the eens11r11hip, which hinjerl! every iirect contact with 
the masl!es er precluies it f•r these who ion•t roar along with 
th·~ national eh.,rus. Alee iespi te the absolute igneranee in 
which one has intercourse with a view as to what oecurl! out­
siie of Germmty. One finin one11elf in a circumstance of 
complete political ia•lation. 

1136'/ 



-.•·::· 

.JI 
.. ~ .. 

2 

C~e must persevere, because it is •n~•s oi.uty. Anoi. beeause 
ene eannet •~ otherwise. . 

Ir.i tially there are feur \Vh• want te free a~ain the reaoi., 
which lies burrieoi. unoi.er an avalan~he ef lies, oi.elusiene, ten­
aentieue representatienas the reai ef class str~~le. 

~\e feur ef theL came tegether in R$sa's awellin~· Franz 
Mehring, the oi.emigeoi. •t epirit1 Clara zetkin, initially almost 
breken with ~ief1 Karl Liebknecht, a single ana all oenauming 
oi.esire te make geeoi. ·hi~ ah&rtliveoi. w~akne~s en the 4th ef 
August when he, fer the sake ef party unity, faileoi. te vote 
agait1st the wu orellli ts in the Reichstag, as he haoi. iene in the 
meeting ef the ~'"UP [factieli\ • The feurth i!! Reea Luxemburi!;• 
In what frame ef mi.n<l they cel!le tegethor, ene can haroi.ly gue!!s 
it. Franz Mehrinf!; alse saw the brl.d!!:es cellapse upen whieh 
his inner life was built. Clara Zetkin, it is !!aioi., alee theul!;ht 
ef l!lli.e1oi.e in theDe uye. Karl Lieblrr.echt's i&eperate @espairin~ 
strll!:gle ~>.gainst the th .. usana·armeoi. hyoi.ra ef party instanoes, 
which make his nery indepenlient aeaertbn impeseible, is well · 
oi.eeumenteoi.~ his after the war eerrespenoi.ence oeneerning these 
instanoes (._)'f._ Abeut Resa Lux em bur~ • s inner 11.noi. euter life aurin!: 
these fi1~t bitter menth~ n• letter er sin~le ~ee1uaent ~ives us 
a oi.eoisive answer. The bie!rapher ha~ as if it were, leat all 
human oentaet with her. He kn•ws-•nly that.she pines oi.ay ani 
nigh~ t• er~anize with the oelle•tive'e ether ~~e faithful, 
r~bellisn ~airist the efficial party leaoi.ership, which must 
preeetie every ether actien. 

It speaks al•est ,.fits self that.ene oi.eesn•t finoi. the right 
rsaoi. imme!liately. A few ether party mer.bers want te join them­
selves te the small greup ~the tirst.!lays, sg feremest ene 
oi.eesn • t run eff the stecks Q.aunc!i) tee fast • • , · Th<! peint ef 
lieparturt! fer all furth"r acti<tn must be a pretest against the 
vete.ef the Secial-Demecratic factien far the war creoi.its. But, 
if this pretest is te gain significance, then it ~ust be taken 
up by as many e.s pessible well-knewn party members. Seme •f 
them, ef whem it- is kn•wn that they sharply criticizeoi. in 
private the "pelitics ef the 4th ef Augustr are seattereoi. in 
all the oi.irecti•ns •f the win&.l 

:SUi: ene may let nething <iisceurage eneself, Reaa herself 
werks oi.a~anoi. night. At numereus small, private gatherings she 
speaks~he prepares the first issue ef the Internatienale, 
the n~-perieoi.ieal whereef Franz Mehring ani ~h~ ferm the 
e<iiterial bearoi. ana te which Clara zetki.n, Heinrich Str~bel ani 

~ A. Thalheiner alse centribute. The main krtiele, "The Rebuiloi.ing 
•f the Internatienal," Resa 'Nrete. Aloe, she plans te accempany 

>IF Clara Ztttkin te. Hellanli in erller te help wl.th the pre~atien 
et ~ Internati•nal Wemen•s Conference, which will be calleoi. 
tegether in Bern. Until new she has never werrieoi. herself much 
abeut [!tveij the w•~en•s mevement, new, hewever, she wants te 
assist everywhere wh~~e an attempt is maoi.e te attach tegetho~ 

·.-'' again a f.ew tern fib.ers ~t the tissue [er fabrig) ef internatienal 
relatienc • • • But ef the je~rney t• Hellanoi., nething cemes. 



Completely une<nect.ec, Reea Luxemburg is arrestea early April, 
1915· Slle still haa a :;~=·rs imprisenment coming to which she 
wa.s sentenceol beee.u:se of her speeeh ln Frankfurt in whieh she 
eeYartiY incited traasen (agl'.inst her countri! ,. It has L"1aed · 
become plain as a pikestaff since then, that the Social-Democracy 
is not a party •t tr~itors, but et br~ve patriots. Inieea the 
gatos of the prisen!!l h'rve epenea thP.msel•fes for a number ef 
•common• mieaoers, sueh as thieves, cheats, bankrupts, perjurers, 
seuteneurs ru~pa, bullie~, an4 muraerers. Also, the aootors. 
who atte>naee Rosa Lwcamburg gave the aavice to leave her wi.th 
rost for the time being, beeaus& the c•nsequences of a serious 
illness, which she ~ufferei shortly bef•re, possibly will call 
foz•th new •isturbmc:es in the prisen. But what dees all that 
matter? The auth~rities are appearantly in agreement ~f the 
epinieiiJ thrat she canroot be let t• have s• much freeaom as 
still exists in the GermRn state, ana it·is bitter little, with­
out bringing the ~tate int~ aanger. One will leave her to wage 
mx~~xf=xxt~2X~i•~~•kX.kxa,p~az~iJXK&p•t ... 
~Btruggle whieh !PPoare fer the. time being telerably hopeless 
Linsiie tho prisa~g • (I enc at the beginning e:r the firl!t 

pax·agraph •n page 18J, which goes •n t. describe the prieon 
ani RoRa's impriaenment.) . 

Raya, I'm enelosing Zort>x copies •f the 'pages in ques·tio·n. 
Hapefully you realize tha·t my knewleo!ge of j&tch ie 11mi ted. 
As a ten year old, I hall never heara ef a perjurer; fer. instance, 
Mol hall. '•• rely oon the oiieUenary. Likewise, ia6ematic ex-

.Pressiana offered difficulties •. I a~tempte• to keep the sen­
tenea strueture as close te the Dutch as possible ana Cia net 
greatly .. alter the punctuation. Al thl'ugh I have n• aesire te 
be a translater, I thank yeu, neverthelees, ~or the epportuni,ty 
to reconnect myself with my native tongue. 

Yeurs, -

1 A •>I"CI 
'.t..JU.J 


