- , Jan. 19,1977
Degr Diane:s

The tirst paragragh of your "Scond Thoughts" was 80
original and hit Gracae's contribution right on the head in a way

Zhat escuped me that made me expect less quotations from myself,ete,
You swrely dia also grasp P&R, and it is an excellent way of

pro jecting Marxist-Humanlsm among those close to us, but for the

. "public”-=and a great muny do not either accapt me, or believe that

anyons "truly understanda“ when they gquote, that I felt a different
syle was needad, especially since I changed my mind from thinking

of it orly as an article for the paper, Rather now I think it sheuld
be rogorked as & contribution also to the Bluck Thought pamphlet.In
any casa, one has to explaein why one rereads a work, and therefore

‘a 'lst par. should say something @m like thisy On rereading Black
woman, which in many ways represented something new and different

by talkinf of Black women gnd revolution, with eyee of today, I not
only saw ite tremendous gape, but how far we have gone from the"60s,
Pake Toni Cade's contribution on pill as "genocide"l...

a critique of o )

o By/Toni Cade's piece becoming first paragraph it
will permit you at once to come to the '70 and to the class aspect
for it ig & fact that, whersas the natioralists and middle-class
Blacka(who in any case knew how not to have a dozen full) shouted
_againat "the pill", the working class women who hardly knew how to
“'care for themselves, much lees & blg family, were visiting parental
control clinics, (Or whatever they are called; Ray,NY, worked in
them=-still does-~and he could tell you a lot of storles.) .

: - Then, by zoing to Grace's (do leave out Jamee Bogg'
pléce, both because he is g8 man and one wrote in '68, the other in.
*72, during which there was quite a transformation in thelr views)
you could bring in both actual ravoolution and philosophy, as you do,
-~ but with ¥mma fewer gquotations from me. Instead, go to the '70s

and your own views on twe levelst (1) on international level bring
" in that magnificent Timorese revolutionary, Marie- Bonaparte, to
show how a "backward" country can leap idelogically far above
thoze “undsrveveloped intellectuals in"advanced” country. {Ask Bess
for copy of Perspectives in which I quoted substantially from
Bonaparte; I believe it was a year ago, nct last conv.) {2)Interview
Yvonne on her activitiesin actual struggles both on welfars, on
rant; snd on thought.

This will aiso permit you not to end with quotation
of that which was already published, but what you see is either
being done, should be done, is being raised, on toidly new plane
by Black Woman today, whose passion for philosophy and revolution
recopnized both the direction thought gives to action and vice bersa.

when you have finished we can declde whether we wish
it first published ir k&l or walt for pamphlet; actually we may
use it in botn places since there will be many a month before
pemphlet is ready, whereas N&L is in deep need £f monthly contribu-
tions to acts and thought,
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SFECOND THOULHTS

ir the hook, Black Woman, there is a serious separation in the unity of black
revolution and the liberation of women. The essay “iilack Revolution in Amexrica,
by Grace Lee Doggs can begin here for two reasonsi )not only that Grace Lee
Bogga isn + a black woman who vresents an “historlcal essay" on tlack revolution
{and her 2efinition of it, which is tho whole point of the matter), but alsc,
2)4here 35 nuch a distortion of history on a ground of "Or, as I prefer to phrase.
.At." It Ip abpurd to think one can write an essay on blach revolution {in 1968,
ne less) and not even mention the wurd "weran”. For the fact ls, the forces of
literation shouw themselves to be thlack, women, workers and youth., And there will
be no elaborzilen hexe on heow this intellectual presents her “prioritizc” ‘on what .
a revolution is and isa't, “for even then, her essay would lay the zround for this
critique, 3ut 1t is importent to see her wish "townrd invelvirg ever deeper layers
of the oppreasad masses“, while with the stroke of the pen, she does the exact op~-
posite,

Let ‘us taka her concept of black revolutlon beginning as a "reform stage”.
At thle voint, == hrings in Dr, Maritin Luther King, Jr. as the leader of this move-
~ went for "intogzration Lwl his strategy was confrontation, and in the actual struggle
- the first was turned into 1tz opposite by, the second." But right here she totally
" missea the reeson the masses wanted integration in the first place. 1In other words,
thare ls the desire for new human relationships. -And, yes, the stratsgles of re-
voluti ona-ahange, but thls doss net mean one.stage of revolution takec out the stsge
o prdor'to 4. On tho contrary, there 1s a continuous development through revolution,
o "II’I-‘rantz Fanon ‘in A Dying Colonialism saw this very clearly as he states, “The deci~
"' slon to.involve women &s. zctive elements of the Algerisn revolution weg not reached
1ightly. In a cense, 1% was the very conception of combat that had to be modified. .
. The violence of the ocrupler, his ferocity, his delirfous atiachument to the na- '
: t!.onal torritory, Induced the leaders no longer to exclude certain forms of combat.
. Progreasively, the urgency of a total was made itoelf felt." And getting to Bogue'
attitude to black revolution in America relates to the same attitude as PAR shows
~An Che' 3y *The African Revolutions and the World Ecomomy”; ". . . one socialist
wrote aboutrdhke African contribution as if iis theory were sll comprised in Ton
Mhoya's "one man, one vote'. Leaving aside.for the poment that 'one man, one vote’
_discloses nothing short of a revolution against white dominatien that parades as
democratic civilizatlon, these intellactuals have a long way to go hefore they
oqual 4he Africans' intellectual grasp of thelr tasks and repponsibilities. . ."
In other words, merely seeing revolution as separations of race, sex, and class
neans the sight of a ravolution is missed, for there is always a constant striving
for nev human relationships, in the thought and activity of the masses.

The fallure to mrosent in truth, what black revolution is, becomes more ap-
parent in G. Dogga’ essay when she vdescribes” the black masses and her surprise
on her "question” of thelr consclousness, as if prior to hex "discovery" there
wags very little black thought at all, 3he states, '"they are conscliously anti-
cepltallsi” and "conscloualy anti-inmperialists" as they are "'now following in the

- Tootzters of lalecolm", MHer attitude to the objective world 1s ito be stressed here,
" for it 1s the same as Jean Faul Sartre -~ an outsider leoking in, It's the very
reason her conclusions (something mo tontradictory to reality) as to say, Marxism
"oontradicts the historical and dally experdence of Blacke." Chapter six of T&3
shows when “Many instances are recounted against the 'dogmatists' who fall to see
the particular individual, the concrete event, the singular experience, ithe new;
in a word, human reality, Cleariy, the ousider looking in, wants to be in,” Im-
portantly, the very experlence of reading her essay, shows alwa her conclu~
sions are first and foramosts 2)the leaders are oresented and jﬁhe rmasses of peo~

' pls are last. The work of the people are brought in as an afterthought, "For
... the truth is concrate, that is, whilal it gives a bond of principle and unity, it
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alsc possesses an internal variety of development: (para.. 14, fxom "The Loglc of
Hegel; R.D., 1961). 1iThe masses broughl in zx as an afterthought is definitely no
- agoident, For it becomeu distinot when Jamea Bogzs in an ariicle entitled "Beyond
Rebelldon® vayat ". . « 1% 15 only under ths revriviionare pelitical icadership of
black people that this country will be ahle to get out of 1is contradictions,"

e oriticizen bisck power as bleck nationallsm in eaying 1i cannot be reality in
" thet there cammot be a goling back to Africs and that white people in this country
‘cannot “vanish into thin airt,. Rut 1t's Just as stifling to have dreams of leading
tha maszes. He gees o ki to sny "¥Wa have the feax which always lwene haupts the
revolutionary social forces, the feaxr of nuui knowing whether they can win, the

lack of econfidence in thenmselves znd in their abllity to craate a beatter snclcty,"
It 15 rizht here vhera Fanon enters wlith his activity in the Algerlan revoiution)
"Today the grest aystons havs disd or ave Iiving in a state of crisls, And it is
30 longer ths age of 1lttle vanguaxds. The whole of humanity has erupted viclently,
tumitucusly onte the stage of nistary. taking its own destiny in its hands, ' Capl-
talism is under selge, surrounded vy a global tide of revolutlon, And this revolu-
tivn, otlill without & center, without a precise form, has its own laws, itz own life
and & depth of unity — accorded At by the same masess who. craats it, who 1llve it,
slo-ingpirs each other from acrose toundaries, glve sach cther spirit and enccurage-
© ment-and learn fxom their collective experiences.” The difference shows hox Janes

.- Bogén* axiicls falls on its face,

An inlptness is revealed in seeing Janmwus Boggs' a.rticle as ground for Grace Lee

i -',Bogga' essay, (ljo even imply that the struggle agalnst capitalism is the “complete

7 oortrediction to the historical and daily experience of blacks", is the ultimate of
‘contradictions) In ochapter 9 of P&R, "To face reallty, and to fa..e it, not through
- shesr velunta.riam, But with full awareness of all the forces lined up againat us,

iz the one way to assure the coalescence with other revolutionare forces, especially
labor, which is so strategiculy pleced in production and has its own-black’ dimen-
gion,” Aldo, Grace Lee Boggs presente ths vhistory" of shite amerlica as Wallucs, .
but not the history of youth in the 6C's ~ white as well ag black, When the white
-students sold thamselves to the antl-Vietnam War movement, it showed how raclam is

* parmeitod in this soclety. Rut this does not negate “. . . without white labor the-
syatem cannot be torn up by 445 roois.,” (4R, Ch. 9) In returning to Martin Luther
K!.ng. Jr.; it was precisely when people were meving forward agaly that he began to
‘realize his limitations and was killed., Killed at the point of truth — labor (lead-
-Ang the garbsge workewxs strike in Memphis), !lis perspective was also widening with
his conommm of . the Vietnam War. *Hell no, we won't go" was the concern of black
people in this country in fighting the enemy here. This pexrspective was grounded

in the reality of ihe oppressiocn of black people in this country. So it cannot be

a sinple matier of stating King was an “inadequate leadex™ of some sort, but to see
I’ing;'s owWn ..rmmendence as a must in order to be with the masses already trancand.—

..ng.

In "leaving out” Toni Cade’s essays "On the Iasue of Rolea"and "The Pills
Genocide or Libaration?" 1s not to say this is of less importante., On the con-
trary, the importance of Cade's essays presenta the whole ground for the book,

For the £xak fact is, Cade edited the btook Ain 1970, - In her eyes, there are "two
kinds of revolution”, @M "One is that of burgeoting black mride and militancy. The
other is the rising demani of women,” Through this, it 1s urlikely that one can
see the black woman liberationist. For it tecomes a game, on the one hand there

in black liberation and orn the other hand there is women's liberation., But when
the vary words "black woman" are speluu, there is no divislun. Is there a certaln
time to fight for black and a certais tine to fight for woman? I say no. There

i5 only one time, And I feel angulsh for my sisters in 8, Africa when they "suffer
additional dlsabilities both in law and in custom," (“For Their Triumphs & For Thelr
Tears”, Ch., 1}: And the white woman in 5, Africa can share rights with the white
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gan ‘because of +he color of her skin (although she doss 1ive in 2 male dominated

sooiaty) 80 1t SEn't & questinn of 1t boing a "private” matier or that “lievolution
hagine. \d.th 4l gelf, in the self," fon tha Isvum of Loles", T. Cade, 1959) But oo
H, LU queation oc!’ uhat freedon 58 to "a% i wopan, and childr, o
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