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r ) ~ @9 ~~alation LENIN, collected Works, Rusoed.Vo~.;l0,1932 
~, ~., ~~{'(~•'__./ >~?One Step Fol"fard, Two Steps Back 

l' '-.:. / · /:' . .-- ( Lenin's '·17B'!'er to Luxemburg's "Qrgmizat1onal 
,. · ~' .Qua J!t-ione ot tb9 Russian S•D''• written ai!Jioins't Lenin',. palb,:~hlet 

· of the salll! mne as the above article, & publiehed both in the 
'l.X•'·"'' \,·Neue Zeit, No.4:?&4Xo;19..0.4) f>nd in Iskra, Noo$ July 23(10) 11904. 

. J1. VI ~). •! Len in'e ai'IBwer Kautiil!y :B:tUsed to Piiti"!Ish. ThG JIB wee found••atate 
a. · ~ , . the notes to th 1e .:vo lume-aa a copy in the Gernan language in en 

· · unknown~ ndwr i tU:s, and corrected by LEt! in) 

Tb9 article of coro. Rosa Lwi:elburg 1n #42 & 43 of Die Neue Zeit 
appears All ·a e-it1que of my Russian book a bout the crisis 1n our 
part;)'a :t' cannot but express tianks to'lle Ge:rmanconrades fer their:. 
attention to lul Oil' party literature, far thf!r atte.;:pt; to acquaint 
tbe Ger. B-D with this ·literature, but r must point out tiBt the · 

Vart1cla of Raila Luxanbur. g in ~.eue Zeit"· wUl not. acqua!lt •the ! 
, readers either with my book,~ w1th anything else. This is seen! 

r.'Hi{,;;s'~r:l~ :, troll.the following example.o. . · ; 
•; r · . states · ·. ' 

Oom. Luxemburg, ftr.,Jlx.,/tmt !!11' booll clearl;y and strild.nglyj 
~.splays a tendency,of~ent.ral1saiion,wh1c~e r.at.b_l.ng 1nt.o. 1 , · 

acco~m~· L burg thUs asSIIIBB th!t I one organiza• 
tiOna · t m other. But 1n :eality "t s is not so. Thro\Jp 

. out; t.lle oak, m tIll :llrat to t!Jllast R'Jl• I defe_p._tb!-al.IIDentar:r 
·· po::~~se of/no ~tii'm of any img~nabls parey-"ar;anizat.ion. I 
(J(( bQOk dBPlsli'tth~ the q~sj:.ion abut ~ dif feren·tce betweeb j · 

·. one or anot!JI r or&~n:1 !!.tionPl ~l.ilt.em, but t ~ que st1on about how · 
·.one llb.ould defend, criticize and arrect. any • syet6111, not contra!. 

····~t;;-:,•c .. :-•·.,,:::-\·iJ:'X'~"···"·dict.ory to the principles of the party. I 
' ··Rosa Luxemburg states ~ther that "1n arresponlmce wj;h his I 

f: 

. ). (lAI'lin's) w:derstan<ii~, the c.c. las fUll aut1Dr118'to organlze ' 
')f411_1toal comm1t.teos of the party." In reality this 1s ~t-r;rileoi) 
; 11)'·.v1e~n thh question can be ik>cu....,ntarily l'lemonst.ratecl:'b;y· --'-j· 
; t~ot' the pl!rty organization lil.ch I Dll introduced. In thts 

project there 1sin0t. & word. about the rigllt to organize local i 
commit-tees. The "ti!(umissbn, elected an the party co ~ress· ·rer i 
work1~ out the rules of the pa~ty, included in it th1s right, ' 
au! the party co~ress approved t.hia projet or tiE! commisSir,>ne 
In this CCt.L!Ii:J,1!J,1• b~H".i"'! ~s•>L! ''·11· .'i..'lO.tlin• :~~l'Ll._,&.'l .)(.the 
the uaj or1ty, were ele cted(_},lr~.PResentatiy~!!_of tb.a. minority <f 
the party congress, consequently, in tlie t£o ll!'stn--tlich naa. · · 
au1Sned the cc the r 1ght to organjz e loc ornmittees, 3 of my 
opp<>n!11lts as it ~ppens suppor:l!!-d .. ~e top. ~'<-J;- Com. I.~enburg 
all! used ~ differen"Lfa.ct~ <::Firstly..i aha co ilNs ed my organiz atioaLl 
proJ11ct with t.he altered P~Q~iic'tc>f tecanmisl!bn, on the o~IB.nd,anac, 
on 'U'e other han:l...,._.wlih. the organ1zat1. onal rule alop&d by tbl ! 
];S.·ri>.' co rgreas; Cll~dJ..y' lie contused -:he defense of a detinUe 
demau! of a definite paragraph of the rules (l was 1n no way 
"merciless" in it e def'.ln se• sl.noe at t 11" plenum I d1d not speak 
against the co rrect1ons 1ntroduct1oned by_ the .. collllli.:U.ee.)-l[ith 
the defence (Is it not true, genuinely ("1tra•ccnllil.l1gtic.!!.·) or 
th~ t.J!!f!l!.' that the, statute, acc~ted by Ef-J;&-rty-aii~se, must 
be carried out in llf'!iuntii lllh tine as it. wl.lllE! ClSged by 
t.le ne Jet co ngresso 
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' 
Com Luxembu:'g says ts. t in ~ opinion the "cc is the only 

active cadre or the party.• In realiW th1e is not true. I 
ba>Te mver defended. th1.s v1ew. On tm. 011trar;y, DIY opponents· ; 
(the minority ot thll 2nd coq;reee of thoiBrty)aocueed me in ' 

t /th6d.r writ1q; a, t l:D.t I do rot adequatel,y def,end the independence, 
: . samostoyatelnost'· ot the: CC and eubol•dinate ')f.oo much. to it the !)do 

board ot ·the c.o. and Soviet o( 'he r:arty which isabro&a0 

. To. this accusation I answer in my book tillllll when the partyi, 

f
J\!,fJ. majority bad the top in the Council o1' the Pl rty, it never lllll4e' 

t !'.~ •rv attempt. to limit the ind.ependence of the cc: bu.t this oc• 
:r \ &rred at til! JDOment tlllt til!· Coull.e1l of the party became tiD . 

'-il!B _trll!DS--!!__ of e tru r g1 e in t he hind e of t hP. minorJaty • . 
~ . . . 

Com. Lwcanburg eqe t t.at in the Rl.ll sian S•D there exist : 
no Cltlabh ot aey .kind abou.t the nesd ot a ai:ngle party and tbat. ; 
the whole dispute· was conc:_entrated around t b: qu._efl.t.;ton ot greater 
or.leser eentral1sat10n•-~ r&dliW 1b.is 1e.:l!_ot)~nie;:_. I:t com.i 
Luxembvrg took upon herself !!..,bi:ftz!r·-Ulak Of acqt.a i1tt1!1; herself'! 

, with the resolutiom ot the ~ .loca_l::-c·omm_t.tt;ees or "Ole 15rty , 
.: whiCh tom ·the major1t3 then 11be 111:111ifread1ly WJl erstand (this ! 
: 111. 811pl'l1all;?· olsarJ.y seen trorn IllY bo~_ )till t m dispute §1:13 ; 

· I .yu11 was liiainl,y about whetb!lr thec.c. or the c.o. should/!liould, * . i · . ;not pvaa:il:tioooc:ttaldlr:DI!It represen - he dU>ection ot tl!e majo it;y 
~if'( .. ;c/" ot the .. r:arty coq;ress. About. this "u:Jra•centrel11im" and "pure. 
• ; . ,\i BlJI,nquillt11 demand ill: the re3p8cted conracl.e s!lysnot a aiJCe .. 

,_ word• Ste P' e ters to declaim against the 11e cllllical, blind 1 
. · obedie-mce, end oth!r 1111e horrors.. I am very tlankfu.l ·to Com. . 

· "LUnutbtrg -:!br hllr expl&nation or·ne profound idea that slav.I.Bb I· 
obedl!lnce 1:s fatal for thos- J:BrW, but I .lbuld l1.11e tc know, j 
·whetl!ilr tl:r3 ccnrade considers norl5l, can she l\llow for,·· had 

1 
~1111 seen in any party that in e central organs, which call the;m-

uselvee party organs,thllre iD.ould '«=tun P'edom1lllte the m1nor1t; 
V or t n; Jarty ~res s? · · 1 

· ·..._.att~b~to -
.. ', · Com. R. LUIC an burg /m tlll tho4;bt t hit in Rusflll. '· 

~re are already all P'erequ Sites tor til!- orgm1zat1on of a !· 
big end extrem ly centralized worl!e rs party. Ag81~ thll re· is 
a tactual untruth. Nowhere in DIY book did I detena such a . 
view, nor even expressed such e.n opinion/ The 1le:!iB I elaboat~d 
&XIJ'&III!Bd and expresses eouethir<!;dit'tei•ent. And I spsciflcal~ 
underlined til! tact flat on the face ·or it there are all P'B.• 
requisites tor th1s, tha.t the decisions ot b party co~ress 
'lle n~cogn1zed, and that te~ is __ ~ !l8 st_whll n J:!!!~Y. ' 
collective be su.bUtued J;?y __ ;ju:ctve.te {1ndivlha 1r~ I : 
broUgh"t;-proot"'"'bt''the-tiict tID t s evetal·parw :1:terat1· revealed i 
their ineonlatency and ~tinese am ts y lave nor 1ght whatever 
to sh1tt their undis cipl1dne sa unto 11e R1.11 slin P'O lit tar1aho Th~ 
Russian lla'lers have already repeatedly under drterent circumst11n• 
ces expressed t helelvee tor tollowirg out thll dec1e1ollB ot .' 
tile ra-t,. corgese_,o' !t is in<l.eed laughable tie~ Ccm. Luxemburg : 
declar'3e such alvi w to be "optmis t.1 c" (is !.t not ns cessar;y : 
rather to cO!Ilc'ler it 11 pese11ll1stl.c11 ) and with this says not a single 
word about 1he tactual basis ot 11\Y stam(pro::osit1on)o/\:ll~m. : 

· LwcEmbtr g say !I thlt I eu.log1 :t.>! t II! educatio 11!\_l __ slgnif 1c"llee ot · 
?k tha :ll.ctor;y. '!'his 1a not true. I Not I, bl t .JIIl-OP.Pl.!!tlr!.t', asserts 

. tmt I reJresent to DIYB&lt tie IBrt1 in &i form or a-factory, ' 
(;1._::. ;..q!;~~~= ~=-a r-.yco;sssty, I r1tt. c"U leU thieiJ demona tratiDg ·by nas words 
l)· '.that he conruses two different spe eta ot factory disc1pl1ns li;,"\ 

·--J . .-- which, urt'ortunatelr, has also l:D.ppensd 1Vith Com. Lux:embtrG~ 

14291 *Ct. the Rus!dln book, "Our Differences",. til! article, "R, Luxemburt! 
{o--jttw,,,f K_I!N( /ll.tA-'){( 
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(.TbiJ note• to the volum,e, unler tl~ of .l.ldoratsq, Molotov " . 

~II! Sl!.velw, etate that th;; ~;~o whom Lenin rerer5 . I 
· 'wi.11 authi>r or ti. article, "Rethe. quf>st1 on ~r ot.r pnrty tasks{ , 

:::..:.':"::·::::·::·:: ~=::~:~i~~..: .. ~. 
.· ·. . . .. . I 

, Al. ~~~ t~~t1cle "RL ae;a1. net l!ll" was wr1 tten by R,yadovf,li..CA.A .. ·l· 
. ~~.ahd }lrilted in t~ sborn1k: of articles of Galerk:1•anc · 

-,·.- .·.~-' -----------
Rr~v. g,_eurlif~~rs~~', {Geneva, 1904, pp.l6,.59j 

~printed 011 tm abomik: or the Is~part "How the Party ·-,r t ~ 
J!#~'!i.Vna wae BoMI", pp.l8T•lS4) :-.. ·. '•' •· ' . . 
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com. Luxemburg eaya that in ~definition of a revolutiaary 
S<>D as a J11oobin oonneted with the ol'gan1zat1on of tl$ olasa• 
conac1ous w¢rker•, gt\ve allegedly· a alll'per oharac:t.rization ofur;y 
point d v1Bw ~-~---I!!IU~!'..-IIIY .opponente could lire possibly given. 
Once aga1n a ~otual ~na~~J:"!lc;Y.C Jl'ot· I, but P. Aselrod waa t~ 

· f1rat to fll!&k'ot Ja::e>&inillll• Aaelrod was tmf irat to eaap1.r11 our 
party gl•oupine;a w!th bl groupings at thetilll9 or. tmGrea:t French 
Revolution. I only ranarked tbllt. th1B alllp&r!llln was admieB1ble , 
,,.-~-ttlt~~ ~~ div1a1on o! contemporary S•D on1\Ul ' 
opportun1at(!.-revolut.2,p_nary~llji;cc-c'Ol'I"6spc:uds to--a-· drtain 
degree to 1he db' 1B1on on t-e&:ount.ain ani t.eG1rond1sts. A · 
s1m1lar oompru•1son was otten nade by the o':lil Iskra which was 
e.ceapt.ed by t m J:&rty casress. Reooanizing p•ec1sely such a . 
d1v181on, t.s old Iskra fOL'Sllt 118a1nst tb8ojiiPC111n1Bt 1lllg ot our i ; 
PArt)- wlt.h te di:l'eotion of "Raboch~ Dele • Roua LUX:EIIIbllre; I .i 
oo¢'U110il hero cooorelat1on 'Ill tween ~ ravolut1oiJ1ry. tondenc. iet~ ~~ -' i 
oi''tie 18th Md :.!Dth c en€ury with the 2dlntifioat1on ot tm se same 1 ,r, f ~-_, 
tenlmc1e s. For exampll! , if I liJ!Itlm Bit' tmt the Small Shaideg in ,.,r.<l'1 ·! 
COD!p/U' i11on .. to a Yet~!l!S L fu/\1. ~ill all tie Bam! •s ·a two•etory ) ·.·; 

• houu in oomplill'i&on to a :fb t y one, tlla close not ye't ~~Ban , 
that. I identify a roui-Btory 1ue wth a Youngt'rau/ . ! 

··1 I araly_sis or""t:•Jrr!;!:~~:~:~:=~Ptba/ c~:~~!~ I . 
1
' i'all,tl out fro_ m t~ field of observation of Com. LwcEIIIburg. And I 

~
p:rec:hel;r to thb aral;rsis a big half· of 1111' book is devoted, . .-z 

I 
which is balled o .. n the prot.oools or our pa.rty congress, and·I""' 1· 
_pa~ ape. cial attention to 1 t in· 11Je 1ntroducti ono Rosa Lux,emburg 1 

. 1111ol$1la to fl&ak about the present situation of our percy and : 
,- COI!Iltletely ~S!!Ql'_ee in~- o_ur_ part;r ~~.1!. which, sobatveno, i 
I 1 l.iid' the. genUfife tul1d'a111Bll t Of' our~. · one must acknowlflge i 
i tb&t tlia ill a ria q ullllrtaki~ l All the more 1!1slcy inasmuch, aa(,i 

as I ltlo"COed in m;r book, lliJI opponEnts isnore our party c:o~reas ., 
ani ·precisely b9 oause or this all th air assertions are devoid of 
any r actual basis. i 

, Precisely such a basic mistake is accomplisle d also by Rosa 1 

! .Luxemburg. Bhe repeats only naked phrases, not taking upon bBrae~r 
tbe task to e xpl&:in tbeir concrete meanill!; ( SDII'Sl). She :frightene 

w~dift'erent horora (bugaboos), not having studied the real 'taaisl 
of tlediaput. e. Bl= at.trib\ltes to me general. meet a, generally knolr.l; 
principles !tld conaS.rations, ailolut,e truths md tries to keep 
quiet about the relat1te truths concerning the stric:tly cttermined 
:l'acta, which are the only tli~" I 110rk wt.h. And ebB complaba 
yet of atereotypa, and in this aA!Ials to the dialectic of .llarx. 
And ;ret the artl.d.e o:f the reapeet'ed comrade contair.s excl-.:s1ve:J.y 

· invented storeot;r.pu_,_and.JI~c.lsely _ _.IU!r_article .ant.r.aclio.ts-the · ·) 
~p~et-of-tb:lidiaJ.ectlc. 'rh18&1P!abet 81!serta tbB.t 6here ian,) : 
r~stract truth, that truth is &l.ways concrete.. · --, _ ................. ----······- ... _____ .... -· tba 

· ··. ':om. Roas Luxemburg llllJ estically iljgnnrea/ooncrete :facts 
or olfrpart;r 11tr~gle and nagnan1mously occ upl2 c l:a-aelr ·with 
de'!le.=.tior.o &bout. questloll! which ore cannoi seriously conaar. 1 
I 11111 cite thetlnal example from the&econd .. rticle or com. LIJXemliurg. 

'• 



SJo.:;·c,::uotea 11\Y 'I."'rde that this or 8l1ott~:- ed!torial board 
of the Cll'l\antzati~::.al statute 0111 •rve IIIIUI as the more or le ee 

. --. strong means or • trt~ggl e againSt opport\ll'liam. Regard1t,g what , 

1 <~ongi'en Rolla LIIJCembl.lrg !110' a not a word, tJim ofpolem1c did r 
, formulation a I '!!Poke 1n 11\Y boolt and we~epoke at the parto- 1 

' i I l;;ad at the part;r oa~greBB, se;a1nst 1lh Jll did rpropose 11\Y pro- I 
1 po11itiom, wi tb this the comrade does not concern herself w~teve~. 1 

?'~ \_ In11tead or this abe graciously reads ne a whole lecture &boat f.i ~- i{) 
\,\..l::>fopportun1Bm ••• 1ntho cant:;:·1ea or p.rl~mentsr1smll But about 'IJ',~· 
\• I all parti'.UJ.e:r, apecU'1c d1vereit1ea of opportunism, abou those\. 1' 

~~· nuances which it asuuned with us 1n Ruee1a and about which 11\Y ', 
1\._ _, I booll c.oncsrn11 i'&eelr-about this we rird not a word in her articl:e, 
1 [; • T_lli3 collclueion about aJ.l this, 1n the hi~eat degree, ingen1uous 
· cona1dt.rat1ons, is till flilowinst! --~ · 

,, ,:,l~"T~sta . . -paotu--flhould-b~some sort of aelf• 
~ . >n ~r ('1?\ll'lder~he 'lho c n) weapo_n for the 
struggle w1 ~ortiUiiam, &it only pon tor J:Q!llrmt:lng: 
leading (cm'-uct1ng?provedeni;ra) outsi~e of mleadill!; inflwnce 

.• o~ ,tlll r&ctUI).lly e:.:1at1Jg pevdutiomry prcletari&.n naJ or1t;r of. 1m 
majority.! Entirel;r crrect. But how did the ra,tually ex1at1ng 
JIIII.Jorit;v of ouz: part:r bewme tol'llied, a bou.t this a. LuxEmburg 21 1 
d~ent, snd it 1s ,prec1ael;r about this that I ~'peak or in 11\Y bool!j, 

I e!ji -is· B1lent. also about this, mat kirdof inflUei:\~<:.·cild I and ! 
I Pl<~ltllano'l;' dBtend with the help of this weapon. I can only add 1 

1 I uever any~:-BP_ ~ucb noneen!!e0 otl!!!-t the' statute of'tl.e. par~ .
1 I . is a weapo~tse.lf.' • · · , . 

··

1

1 . ,.Thepnost -corr~ct ~newer to Bbcb a method of il!t.erpretat,on ,. 
. of'. 11rf vi eli a would .be the analyaia of t hi! concrete f'a¢ts or our . 

I party a•truggle, Theri it-would be clear to .. <!ach ore, how strongl;r'l 

I. the. cor.orete ra.,ts OG!ltradict the generaltt. ieB and stereot;rpe d 
abstractions of Com. Luxemburg·• ..--, I 

·--~ !,

1

. . . our par~ ~a a born in the spring. of ~in Russ1& at a· ! 
. :11m. c_ong_,_re. "II or r. spresentativea of several Russ&n organ1zat1ons,l 

Tile Part;rwas name.d;..t.he Russian B•D.~ Workara Party. ThO 
oen!:.l'al organ was ~The' Wor_k~paper ; the Unior... or the · 

' Ituslo1.an ·:::.-D abroad be·came the repreBBnta'&ives or tm· party abroad 
Soon after the coqsrEiss, the c.c. of the P.,ty was arrested, "T~I 
Workers Newape._ per~ ceased publication fro~-e. secorxi number, ! 
The Wlllle par-t,:; ';;':!.!1 tranefc>J;~d into a~.,:t€ . a) oongloDBration o:t 
loc~~ol party Ol'g&n1zat1one \lt~itte.~, Tbe_ olll;v link, 
oonnectill!; these local committees, w-a-e-tliat of' lll.eaa, a purely 
ailiri tual connection. !n,.vitably there tollo'lted a period or 

-: 

discord, vac1llat1ons, splits. 
-----

The intell-igentsia, com~osi~ a considerabl;r greater 
perc~nt age of otr part;r in oo mpars1on -~ th .. West European parties, 
were attracted to Marxism as to a 111r (litylB__.} This attaa!)tion 
ver;; quickly gave WWJ to, on the othar--hli:nd, .a s ~ yish wor !I~P 
~t· the bo_lll'.geoia_ q;rJ,_tiquf! of' ~· md on the other h&nd--;-to 
.p~ pure.ly professional lab·or- uiivements { strike-iam••eoonomism), 

he division between the int elll.gentsia-oppoJ•tunist and 'C)I'oleta• i 
rian~rsvoljftlonary tendency lll!ought aboti.t the ej!.it. a:evad cf 
the "Union , T'be paper "Workers Thought"{Rabo~hll:Ya sl~ and 
the paper abroad, "Work::>rs Deed" (Rabocheye 'Dyelo2> ~1&ter 
a UIIBwl:llt weaker) became the expressions of='eoonomism, :Lowered 

·_-; 
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I 
i •5• 
I •1 raje cted 
i the dgn1t1oance. ar tbl political etru5•.--dm-ied· the elements 

t .. boUl'geoie .democracy in Rliss1a, Tt.~ le~ critlel.l. of llarx, 
alii's. etruve, 'l'IISill•Baranowsq, Bulga , erdyaev and others, 

' wont co~q~1etely·right, .. Nowhere 1n Europe will: we find that ill . 
, i BBl'iUit&lnilm eo rapldly came to 1ta logJ!al end, to the :rormat1on 

: of & liberal traction, ao it was with uo in Rueda. Wit.h us 
/ ....-. Struve began w1 th "critiCism" ill the. name or Bsrnsteiniom, 
1 lllld. eucl.ed with the organ1zat1on of a liberal journal, "'Freedom" 
· (Og-Yobo~hdeniat. liberal in the .European ~tnse or th1o word, 

·. . .Plei'Janr.-v ane..h1o friends, le~zs .the uniOn abroad i 
find 1!11pport &018 tl:ii side or tM founders or "I okra" and 'zarya" ~ 
Tmee two journal (about which BV...@!l com. R.:oea T,\lltemburg heard I 
BG• thing)' lad "a tires year br11.11ant"clllil}lii.lsn 11$.&i.!IP,~Cl.~:r,tun• i 
1sti1a· w1~f the party, a c1111pe.ign of the SeD ·~*,1agiLI'Iili't I 
the s-D .. ondiets" (this 1s the expression of the old "Iekra"), 
n ca~~pa1(91. not "Rabocheye Delo" (Coma. Kr1chevsky, Akimov, ! 
111\rtynCT and others) ae;ainet theJew1sh "Bund", a:;a1nst the. Rues1~ 

. Oi'8&n1z&t1onl inspired by .this tend«H~ (in tlll first place 118811l111; 
··the: Petereburg ao•called Workers Organizt.ti on and the Voronezh . 

Oolllllli. t.te) • / . . . . ·. · 
. ; · ·the .tie be twe.en committees 

· ·. It baeame ateilrer an:J.. clearer tllat·t ra11: .' ?.J /pur.sly 
oi. i<1e&e waa. insutftiient. ·All oehchut1lllllys became ··app~.rent .the 

need· ft:8'. thetormt1on or a ~~aetor ofgenuino ad~· , 1.e., 
·.the 'oxaeut1on ~hat 11'llich was only noted in 89. OJ1 , F:uvi.llil 
at the epd ot ~2Q?>th'!re was formed, th!Organjza .on .Co11111ittae 
th! task of oonvokizs. the 2nd oo~:rus of the party, :tn 
th1e o;a. , organized, in the pin, ; cy t.he Russian organiza~ 

· tion of tre"Iekra",. and it. also inclld.ed.Sil!l: ·a representative 
J...1':..r~ii~]I/11V ot till .Jew18h "!lUnd"• In t~e fall of 19.03 the ·seaond con:;reaa , 

ftl&lly me.t, 1.-vlllg accomplish! d on the one hlld,· the formal · i 
Ul11fioat1on Of 11the partu, and on the other !Jl.J:Xl, the split i. 1 

into."mJorlty and."mioli'~~ti ... No such. d1.v1sion existed beforrel 
the co~t~reaa. Only a/I!Gt:i:t'ti'd analysis of the • ...,.... "' 
atruggle·whioh ocarred at tm.par11f co:-,gresa, can explain tlie , 
div18U>n, .Unfor&inately, the partioane of the m1nority(inolud• I' 

ing Com.· Luxan burg) cautiously evade such an an,lysis. 

In DIY book, Which is so originally bro~t to t1e attentiolli 
o:r t be GeMWl readers by com. Luxemburg, I devote over 100 P"gesl 
to a dota1:1.ed aalys 1e of the proto o0 s of the congress ( CGsist• 

1

. 

ing of 400 J:O.gea). This analysis forced JW to 61v1de the 
delegatee, or more accurately ape ali:lng, the votes (we had delegates 
wbo hac!. one or - two votes) into four basic groups: I 

(l)Iskra-~~ of the llajority (pe.rt1sans of the to®enav 
. o.f t be old "Iakra/..{24)votes, (2}. Iskra-lsts of tJa minority-t?') 1" 
votes, (3} ceare ~ nicknamed nasmsshku,..-·elm tho "marsh"-"" i 
~votea and, tl.nally, the anti-Iskraists -~)'ld:.es, in all 51 votes. 

' 
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I analyze tbl participation or these groups in all the:ltlla k 
llll.bjects thBt came up for dil!eussion at the party~reee and , 
I shew that in &ll fl.tleaUons (pro gram, tactic and organiz at1on) \i 

tbll part;y ()()_1\~rass be.aame too arena of e.truggle of the Isll'a•1sts · 
&gl\1n&t the~~l'ilkra•ists w1 th tlJil various vacilll:t1ons of the u'll!.rsh'

1
'.To 

~ 0119 who ill at least a little e.cquainted with the hiStOry or , . 
o\11' party it shouJ'l. 1:l!' clear that it. could ,mt be otherwise. t 

But all partiisans of thr!; minoritu (1nclud1~~-, Ro LUK&mburg) ' 
·I llllldestly close thUreyes to this struggle. ~;r Precisely tll.s 
, etruggle malteiJ obvious t~ full falseness or present · 

-! pc.lltical situation or tbl minority. During tt..e wale tine of 
; t.~1a utruggl.e at too party col1$res8, on dozens or queetiom, 1n 

dozllnti of votes the Iskra.-1ste :t:'ol-6~ aga1net theanti-Iekr~>.-1sts 1 

a.ndthe"marm" llho the 1110re decisively was on th£.-rJ.de o: t~ anti•' 
, · lekr&•!sts the more conorste tbl question uri!er c•isc1111a.:.on was, i 
i tbe more positively it detinie(!. too basie though\> of the S•D 1. 

I work, the moii> real U t;:·ied tobr1BS to life (realize) th6 eorrecjt 
_ i)lan~ of tha old Iskra. · · 1 

I ' ' j.k111DV - ,•-
·-::'"·:·· )(' . The an:~i-Iekra-ists (especially com. *!anal and be who e::.:tia,Yil~­

'•:~d with' h1mo:--tM deputy of the I'et.orsb:u-g Workers Org., como 
B)~~.=r, alllost.~ya com.A IIK~.IlJav and 5 dEolegates of w Jewish . 

' B)l!!d) W&ra, ass inaVtho ,.-li8Bgrl''td.8n Of the tandenc;y .o:r thll" llld ., 
i' I.akra., Til!'Y defended the old private (i!1d1viduall organizations 
1 vot.ed_a<;a1net tbe1r a~bordination to the parcy·, agairist their •· ·.·· 

1\la:!.e>n' w1 th 1¥! party (lnaident with tm o.o., too dissolution 
/ :r.t.lie group "soutJ:w:n WC~~~;er", t!Y3 ll!).jcr group of _the ni!o;:rsh ,etc.) 
~bey .tougbt ~1Dit the organizational stati1te, composed in·the 

. ,

1

r apiri t of centralism (-14th session of co~ea&-) ard accused then 
• all Iakraists, thst tb9y wish to introduce "org.n}zation&l l&ok 
: .OT'"f'aith", "exclusive law" a>'-ot othor similar horrors. 
I! • . ....--~·-... 
! £! Iakraiuts, without excePtion, thenl& ughed at this,: 

. 1 it, i_e remarkable that. com. Rosa Luxemburg- aocepts o.ll these 
' inventiono f'craouethtng- serious •. - In too p-eponderant majority 1 

! of questiom the Iskraists won; they P."'eQpm1nated at 119 cQ!l!;ress, I 
which is cle&'ly evident from the above•msnt1oned figure~;. · But 1 
at thll t iDB or tlldll: t~Bcond half of the sass 1oM of too c'>IIJ,'ess, 
when the leas principled questions wera resolved• the anti•Iskra;,l 
1sts --sene Iskraiste voted with thalll"•Won. Thus it happened, I 
111' example, on the question of equalitu of langages in our pros1•e.ln; 
on th1a 111estions the anti•Isll'aiets &)Jest succeeded in defeatil1! I 
tooprogr1ao commisabn and carrytheir own fonnulltion. This h9ppeD3~ 

~~t~~I!i!a~::t~~t~r ~i ~~r:~ p,:;~~P~a~i ;~e t ~· i~~=J:~ro~ 
of .ll&rtav. ~Jdii:IRleD-llldlx4mlalxw,.... ex In cCJ>responience to 1 
this formulation, not only mEmbers of ~Rrty crgan1zat1ons (such , 
a wcr ding I'le :h&nOIT too cl.efended) but also all persons "Rho wllrk ! 
under tbl co,ta-Cll of the party organization are <XIlll1dered msmbers! 
of 1¥! IB"tY•~-· ; 

i 

_ lldom. l"'.Lutek;y, e xpresslng himself on this formul&ion__l!!-,)l&rtov, i 
-t:.l\· r~..c standi~ in t.his from too point or view or ecpadiency. <~-this! 

point was considered at our ~Rrty coJ1!ress not from the poUlt of 1 
view ofexpediency, but rrom~r1nc1pled poitt. ofview. T~ que~tion 
u~. posed thus by Axelrod. ~<;q,_Iidl;r; com. Ka.Btk;yis a.ceived 1t he/ 

,1.1\':/thinks tl2lt uD!er too Russian police regime there erists a~ch abig 
/;7 diStinction between belong1J1! to party organization and simple wqrk . 

undei' control of a~ch an orgsnizat1on. Thirdly, it is especle.lly, 
false to ompare the present situation 1n Rusma with situation in i 
Ger. under the Exceptional law aga1 nst sa: ialiets. 

i 
1 
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The same thing occurred on t be question or the elections ' 

of be c.c. and the Ed. Bd. of the Central Organ. 24 Iakra•ists '1 

tore d a a<Jr1ed aj orit.y; th":Y carried through tle loll! thought of 1 
plan 'ft .J'!j!IY!fllllt1~ the ~~II. B.; out of 6 old edi torl three were 

i · •el&nted·; into the minority came 9 Iekr a-iets, 10 nembers of the 
oentell' anO: 1 ant1•IIIkra1et (the remainder.;...? P.nt1-Iekra1Bta--
the r.epr.,eentat1vel of be J!fttish Bund and Rabocheyo. Delo·-~t .. 
than~rus ear11e1• ;ret). This minorii;y*was so dl.eeat1efied with 
ilii "le~fmilf·t-bkt it decided to abst.P.ln ~m participation in · 
th$ J.'fl~ro&ir:lr-5 elections, Con:. JI.:SU teky was ont l.rely right when 
he A&w ill the t;;.ct of. the rejuvenation of tho ed. bd. the main 
xoe1<110n tor tbit follow ill; struggle. But hi:!f8 view t bet I ( Bic!) 
•excludoci~;,fl;:~onr;. f:rom the editorship a.iexplained only by 
hie itS cg>ij;1'ete··lackof a equal ntll.n.ce with oUl• congress. 

1 
• Firat of Sll, notleelection is not at Sll the same as oxcll..l,. 

; a1on, and I, of cou't'se, h&d ·no right at the cxngrese toexclude 
l any oM, toad, secondly, com. Kautsky, it aeeme, does not upect 
1 tl» raot the.t the. coalition of anti•Iekraists, centre and a i 

I. emall plrt of the adj)erer,t or Iskra aleohad a political aigniti• l 
canoe and llould not blt have aninfluenc•l on the results m: the 1 

i electionn. 'llho does not 11i!h to_ close me eye11 6n what has oc.;:urred · ·I at the congreu, h9 must underatlllld t.hat our new division into l 
· m1nor1~. and majoil'fot 111 only a var3s.nt or the old diviai'on into 1 • 
prolets.rian-revolut ior.a:J:Y and tntellegentsia-opportuniat wing~ ut [ ·, 

1 ol.ll" plrty. Thil! :ta:tXJixD:kxx.,is a fact-.llhi~h- orecannot get . _ l _around w1 th a.ny·--sort of interpretation, any sort f£ Joke a, j 
I • 

I ,. Un_for1unatoly, after t~ · COll;reas tiJI principled e1gnif1ollljoe 

1 
, ot thia ap lit wee· obscured by dirty goes ip on t te question or_ ooo~l 

1 
tat ion. And precisel. y the ·~_ii;y did..not w:ilh to work und~e. · 

-, • <lcntrol o~~-~...ll.!!l.~~--1natl:-wt;.1on&lliiles!!-'three orr&d.itors whou14 
J· &g'a1ll-"b-e cooptated, 'h"'Pat1!!r!,x· Tliih'"t'xuw cont.inued for two i 

I 
months. T.he boycott .and disarga:nization of the -!8-rty were the 1 
a ana of t!Us struggle. 12 oomml. tteea (out of 14 Who expressed 

' t!lem!lelvea on the aJbjt·ct·) severely censured these methods ot 1 

I
, atruggl. "'• The minority even r etused to accept our ( c11i~ from 

me and Plelll!anov) proposition and to ·express **• its point of 
1 view 1n the p!.gee of the Iskra. At 113 congress of the Lel8le 

0 brood the lll&tt.er went so far tm t the onbers or th9 C .o. were 
strewn with1nsulte_and abusive speech (autocrats, bureaucrats, 
~endarmee, liars, .etc,) They were accused or stifling personal 
(iriHvidua.l) inittatl.ve and with desire to 1ntr'OduG" !'beolute , 
a.tbmid11ion am blind a.tbord1nation etc. The attempts ,,r Plekhano\' 
to elasll1 t,y t Jl1s •t:nss method of &ruggle or the minority .. D - ' 

anaroh1Bt cotlfd not reach its aim. After this congreec Plekhanov: 
aP'~R"'red with his "wpa_!, Not To Do 11 (No. 52,_ ~ela:f\) Which . 
MJpOees an epoc§t d1recte-dcrgli1nst ne, : 

he states tl:at the struggle wl th 
"~v1s~on1em does have to signify a struggle egainat 
revision!sta;t ll. to all tba t fer 't<llS r,e · in mind our 
lllinority. Fur . that sometimes it 1e eceaii&:J:Y to 
struggle w1 th anardl!m which eo dee· imbedded 
in the Rue man revolutionary; aome concessions e e oae times 
the heat means to subord1na te it and avo 1d a split. I lett the 
edi tor1al bmrd since I could not mare eucha view and the 
eClitore of the minoritu were coopted. 

1429'7 
(*The oonetant references to "m1n!!ri1¥ 11 and"majority" seems ..J i/4 
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.. Thenfollowed the struggle over cooptation in the central 

Cumm1ttee, . JCr proposal to conal. ude peace 1Dldar tthe condition 
· ' th&t ·t.he· c.o. remains under the .m1nori1<f and the c,c, unGer the 

J· ma'or.ity was rejected, The struggle continued, "1Winu'1pled" 
tight.!! were carx-1ed on against bureaucratism, u:ur&."c•mtraliam, 

; formnl·ism, Jaccb1nism ahveizerianstva (precise 1lll they called 

,. 
' I 

! . : tb!• Russian Shwe1t.zer) and 01her .horrors. I r iCil. culed all tlese 
1 acMAt1onB in rq bo~;;k and remarked that this ls either s1:mple . 

cooi!:ed Wr11J18le or (1t th1s mliBt 'be ..,onditionally,recogn1zed ., 
!' principles") nothing other then oppol'tunist GironlC:st plrases.! 

he :pre1ent m1nol'i1a' repeats on1y that w h1ch· am, Akimov and other : 
raool!llized opportunists said at our congress age inst l.lent.ral11lll, 
de tended by alJ. parti d&ns of he cld Iskra, 

The Russian comm1tt6~a were ind1gnant over the transformation 
or tb! c.o. into an organ of an indl vidual circle, the organ ! 

1 of t.he oooptedaquabbles and -rty gasa1p. »:.rty relliutions were i 
1 J1!1!oed thllt expressed the sharpest censure, Only b IJ:)••calld 
1, Petersburg trorkers. O~anlze.tion n, 1l1ch wo had al:•eaey lllillt .\oned, ; 

.llJJl_ the voronezh Colll!littee (partisans or tt>.e ·11mdency or ccm.Ak1movi) I e~~!l_ !I.~· th~1r principled _sa til' faet1on with t1e direction or · I 
the no·w' IBJrr&. voice!' eiilOiAng f<r tlc<»nvocation o:r. e. 3rd cong~ess , 

.\: mlti1)liod. · · , ·· · .l 

.·.1 .. TM reader who. win tal'he t.roubls to BtUd:f the or1g1rw.l \ 
.· .... ·1·:· •. o __ ur_.,.·".~.e of.ou_r p1.r~. t.ruggle _tiill easlly unl.e.rstend th!.t thB· "xpr_es• 
. ·:· eiQlii."Of com. Rosa Luxemburg a'bu t "ult:ao.certr·alia m", about tbe need! 
·: :ot>grad,_.l centralisation etc. ccncret~y . ..llld.c~t1cc>.llY .are a .. 

1
. 

· !.· mockerr or our CO!lrSBII liiatre.ctly l!:).~et1,_~llY.' ( 1t om can 
~!!..Jn!.eS.k ahm!t tliooryj-.e.re a direct v.lgi.rizat.ion oi'7' illarxism, I 

~aperveraion or·genu1ff~ d1aleotlc or Marx, etc, · ! 
!I·, .. ·.·'·. 4 __ ·: Till ti.nal phase of our{$rty at.rusgle is n~ed tor th& fact . ·\

1 

tbi.t' tne nembers or the~ uajori 'If were _partly excluded from the 
! · c.c;,, ·paz-tly- rendered harmless and reduced to zero. (This . ' 
I o·cCIIred 5nkfl to the che.nges in ·~compos1 t1on or thec.c. etc•) 1 

) ~axlllxltlraXJ!K_. Tll9 advice or w !Br'lf ('flhich after coopta•i 
·1 tionor tiJt old ed1torsreJ.so tell into till he.n:i_s of the minor1'1f) 
• and the present CC censtired every agitation fer beconvoeat1on .· I 
I of tlll3rd a:> ngreee and wen6 over on te pat of Pl'ivate ( ind1v.1~us.l) . 
1 ag~11emen ts and talks with several neml:e rs o f the minority. Organ1r 
' zat.1on _in ti~ snnez•, tor ex., of cd1!;1ums or agert, a (••nb:ld:• 
j msn~t.ed) of the CC lllo permitted m!DIIelves wwhc;.-··crime as 

1 ag1 tat ion 111' tllleonvocation cf tb! eongreas were dism1oaed, 
' Tb! st~·-Jggle t.c;.r the eounc6l of 1:1' party ani :lia:l'''""'"'l'lllt&Dstltu 

llfx,taUGIIJWI!d* tb! new CC against the eonvcationor the 3rd 
;;c:>ngress ...- •as decU.red along the wh:>le lil'lle Tlllmaiority. :· 
ar;e1!'erdd thie with he sl.ogsn: "Down with Bonapartism!" such 
was tiE! title of the brochure of com. Galerk;y wllo appeared in ! 
bbe namo 01' the llajori~W, TIE! number of rosolut~vas in which • 
tl'e party im1tut1ons wll.ch carry on a stru g le against the eonvoca.l 
t1on of t l'econgress, ~e ealled an t1~pariq anl. Bonap&•tist 1ncreaseJ · 

. ' i 
/ How hypocritical ~~~ all talks of the m1nor1 ty agai;~~t 1 

ultra"centrnlism and for au tonoii\Y ~rere is clear from the/tl8il[d3Hc'lle 
·--··uons &HSIIXlll!aJ! of the majority, issued by ne and several oo!lll'ades ·! 

· (where the above-mentioned brochure of oom. Gal>rk;y 11114 others i 
wore published) was declared to be outside the pile of the party.• j 
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'J:ti.e._:sw, :>iublilsh!ng hcu_l'le otre:re till!. ma..1 e>rtt,r till! only pol11Jib1l-
., it;r ot piipiiO!;ani_izing 1to views ii1:nc e tIll! ,PIIges of tie, Iskra 

ar_e prac:t1c&U;r clos6d to 1aem. Anl. despite that; or , more 
_ Qorrectl;y, procisel.y Mc_ausf.l at this tie sov!et a: the :~&rt;r · 
carrte_d _cut the abov.e-mention9d resolui..i.un on that rorml, ball1s 
tbat our publlshing house l.s not D&ndated by 8. S1Jl5le pert;r 
ors llll'Jz At-ion. 

Jlfo POint to speS:.:_ about what zabrose 1s at present the 
1 . positive work; bow strongly tell t IW preot1ga of the s- D, 
, . how litrC1T,$l.y disoriY'Ln1Ze our party 111, tamks to the change 

,l)f au dea1sioi'Vj all elf.l otions or t.ne 2nd congress, t illlnks 
to tb.1B etrugl3le -asainst. tb.e convocation or the 3rdc ·C~~gress, 

. 'll'h1<h tlll' pa~ iilltitut1ons, 1'8spons1bltl before _the par.IJ 
·are_, ce.rr,y 1ng ._on, · 

.wr!~t.8n 1iltnd half of s.;pt,l904; lst pub. 1n 19" 1n 
· ~:Lirn1ri~borri1k, "XV. - --- --~--=,---- · 
:_i''7~,-~ ·'·.;::~~;--:_·-:~"-~~---.· -.· .. ·--~;;..-..::-­
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