.+ 'RUSSIA AND BLACK AFRICA before World War IT, by Edward Thomas Wilson
“ow 7 (New York: Holmes & Meier, 1974)/) : .

. This is a most unusual book, verymyery scholirly and compre -
“hensive, as it begins back in the 19the century as imperigliem
¢urvad up Africa, on the Tsarist experience in sub-Sahara
Africa, and goes through at length on the ILenin period .
and is very dumb or deliberatel anti-anti by mixing up before
. and after Stalin on %hs NO, ’ :

. QN p. G4, Chapter 3, befjins the “Basis for Soviet Interest

in Black Africe" but actua ly it's on the Crimean War (see especially
£tn, on p. 95, about the Crimean War and fi-fxance throwing

Senegalége troops into the battle againdt RuBsia. ‘What is

-.'exciting is that evidently some :

.~their troops during the_1920s
important was'hemthﬁiBohlzhk
P - F- H

Jes the incongruous
ought the enemies
revoluii ) in order to deal
w fto the *an capitalists and Uo%rgéoisie’. The name
-9f the noem is My Africa'." I+ meems %o have gen written
Lpl935 But the reference Just quoted is from 964 sadition,
:Tt-F7evidently -in that year that Radio Moscow, T review of
“the' 2nd. edition of Kornilov's book speaks about the actual
'battles and adds that the Black officer was buried with Red
Army honors., ' This' officer ang” 7 /others and the Moscow broad~’
icast about it Feb. 2, 1964, was Summarized in the BBC, Symmary.
.of World Boradcasts and Monito“ing Reuort, Parih 1, su/iluiBo%AlS/h.)

o .

in

R « footnotes In a speech at. the Third Comintern Con%rres
(July 5, 1921) Lenin had declareds YW+t is evident that i the
decisive\pattles of the world revolution the movements of” the
coionial peoples will play a greater revolutionary role thzn
we dare hope." )(Cited in Inprecor é%ﬁternational Pressg

“~.CorrgsvondenceVof the Comintern? + YII, no., 17 (Fetruary 35,
19p7)s 232.)

b is an exciting chapter on
Bolshevik litera-

Yy scholar Bavlovich that I quoted on the impact

e : :__ =Fast @nd Orient 1is the spets also on
§ Onfp. 11§ hegi Boimportant part on the relationship
of Garvey t4 Russi tn, _72)on that page, -1 j

a
reference to Garveyé Fpresident of Africa*fto quct armed
hostilities against the whifes * in alliarce with the Bolshe@® —
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L;l_} Chapter Fou fin, 31

Pavlnvxch was a Menshevik well hefore 191? and it is likely-
‘+hat he became acquainted with Lenin as early aﬁczé:zfzﬁ)ln &
”Geneva. where’ the Ruebian Soclalfnemocratlc working Party's
s press "Isgkra" putlished hie hook on the Russo-Japanese War
/'"‘Thusgkc Iapcngkaia V01na).‘l Pavflovich also contributed a
L—f'ssries of articles to Iskra under the pseudonyq:z;zﬁﬁfé?.
“ It is known that Pavlovich's writings vere read by Lenin him~
7 selz and +here is good reasen to believe that they congributed
"7t0 Lenin s_thinking on the subject gﬁ_JﬂnQ:lall_m. (Louis
Fisher. Lz,fe of Tenin Cuew York, 1961{]: N 661.,

fy

; Ls with the Comintern pollcy @V.Afr i
Aohgress Jul 1920 _which is, of course. the Tenin
- ~+%he.Coloni
e?@\Reen spoke; and hth Congress is where lcRay sngkeJ

’ ‘¢aen_$h§ 2nd and 3rd, thare was -
of tHe Peo les of held in Bokus=in X®I
Black Q. figur

y—that—ti 3

gvid Jones foundad/ 4 Congreé‘“ﬁtﬂ“tﬁfﬁh ate a -

es¢lution on the N Q. and did have American Blacks and
rthe Lth Congress was December 1922, which was the most important
becnus was followed by concrete work:

The 1mpa851oneu argumants of McKay, Jones, and others
ght have carried less weight in Comintern circIés had not
Leon Trotsky, then Soviet Commissar of War, been himself party
to similar beli:s. In a letter to MeKay, Trotsky made clear
his agreement that "the use of colonial reserves for ;mpe;ialigﬁ

armieﬁ—iﬂ—clﬂﬁﬁll‘ffziffd to the guestion of Europgan revolu-
e : : e

tion.” )

=p._122 Although Trotsky, in his manifesto pared for the Fimst
Comintern Congress, had proclaimed to the @zslonial slaves of
Africe and Asia®® that("the hour of proletarian dlctatorshlp in
Europ will strike for you as the hour of your own ema
tion,"/he tended to regard colonial eman01nat10n as a
duct of Buropeazn revolution rather than as an essential tondition
for its success, (Leon Trotsky, The First Five Years of the
Communist International, I (New York, 1945) : 25.)

The 5th Congrese was likewise most important for work on the

&1 ¥ is verything else, thep
ganplisl quediion but the 6th is, as as everything , ;




_ 'Stalnist Congrese, so that, though much is devoted to the
_Negro @ it composits such opposites as socialism in one
country and the ultra-3rd period spelling out the Negro Q
as the independent statern, hich it ssems everybody
without exception (FBm includgpl Cedriz Roblnson and other
spets on Black Marxlem) ancts as\1f it is the same thing as
Lenin's 2nd CI thesis.

'

. 'Phe Healeyltes have brought out the full! minutes for the
. Pipet time. in English of the 2na CI Congress, It's in 2 volunes
. but: one "cover,, and was published 1977 by the New Park Publica-
tions.. The American distributor is Labor Publications
%Lh0°W, 229%H St.,, NYC 16001, . = .
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