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February 1, 1972 

To theW P NEB 

Dear Bess," EUgene,_Allert~lHc~uJrd, Otis~ (copy to orgi!:nizcnj) 

IT Is flnlshedl IT has been mnll.od off to the publl•hersl IT Is time 
. for u11 to become fully aware; now th!lt the work is finished, of t'lle uniquer.ess, 
. originality• and difficulty o~ ~sophy flnd Revolutlcn. It can under no cir­

Cumstances be treated as if this was the week that was. It o:ust under no cir­
cumstances_ be constclel"ed as the waiting period for It til be published. Jt mus·t 
under sit ci~cumstances be recognize~ as not o~ly t1als Is the decnde th~t is; 

.. but. that this period between submission and publlc.att..,n Is ..2!!!. a period ot"Waltlng, 
b\1t a per·tod of pro;ectlon as well as !ncernall?.atton • 

. -Let's begin wlth lnterruiltzatlon. The reafJon 1 arr. llddresstng ycPJ three lA 
th!lt you must lt&ten to the .tape,~ together with locals _as a -hoh=, but 
aepa:-stely_.': 'there are t~mes when leader-ship must· act like leaders, and especially 
so when thte i!J not ·a question of givlng li line~ but internalizing a hiAtoric' · 

.·transit:lan·pol_nt •. By hlstort_c, as you will see from ths tape o~ the REB pr£senta­

. tlon• We mean not only -- and that would be s very, vaj'y great leap If .even it 
.:. . were ont:f a ~'not Only" ... an attempt to fill the theot·etlc vold since Lenl'n's 

_death. It Is something that is but lt on the heritage they left, but tt. is aha 
"sn assignment" that. they gave us that thr.y themselves did not carry out •. With 
thte, we fee_l we haVe carded 'out th'etr·~<~sslgfl.1lent;' hlstoTy wt 11 be the final 
judge; or mOre precisely, tf 'we moke the history tn our lifetime, tb&t wll t be 
the l'eDUzatton of that philosophy t.~hlch the young Marx defined as the Idea of 
freedom becoming a rea-tlty on the basts that the ne'.!ds h<we already b~en ful­
filled1 and·the humttn power first then b12gln$ to be the end In ttseH • 

. Perhaps I should s'peclfy even more concreteLy' thf! assignment& 1· In 1844, 
llarx otopped at a paragraph In the Philosophy of.follnd. Hegel had just ~lrtshed 
deffnlng the Absolute, and Marx Intended ·to "expose him". S'tnce hlstoctcal 
materlaltam that he ·had then discovered was son;cthlng nltogether too great to 
turn into an appendcge of C1he argu:nc_nt~ he was carrying on with Hegel, he cut 
off and proceded wtth all the works we know. However, It constantly bothered 
him, a_nd he kept repeating in the letters to Engellif that U sometime he found 
time,' he would like to put 11 tn rational form'.' HeF,el's c:ontrJbutlon. As so -
much elae that his heirs never understood, Dlways violated and forever d!st·egarded, 
the German Social Democracy, at best, interpreted that to mean "popu1.1rlzatton". 
And they didn't ·even do thnt. But if they hud dOne It, we would hnve had somethinA 
else to llve down, so it''s ~swell, perhaps, that they hadn't. I've surely always 
be.en happy that Lenin die! not know the 1844 Essafs, or at least did not know the 
section that would have Inhibited him, .Snd that ls that Hegel's indication that 
the next book would be .on Nature wns thP proof that Hegel WDS an idcnllst, had 
first to go to the "outside" (llegel al~ays define~ Na'tut·e as exteriority.) after 
he had already supposedly reached the .hetght of the 1\bsolute .... Absolute Knowled~e 
in the !h!.!!~!...g,u ilnd the Absolute Idea In the .!c...!ence of Logic. In a word, 
Marx took Hegel's word at face value, and of course argued against the idea of n~t 
starting with reality, with what is,but l~stend makln~ World Spirit and the 
Absolute Idea 11manifest itself" In reality. And Marx was talklng down to Hegel, 
telltng him that any child ~outd know thnt first there is Nature, first there Is 
life, first ther.e Is roomn nnd onpa and world, and thea comes the IdeA •. 

Lenin, on the other hand, since he wasn't breaking wtth·J(~gel, Wt first 
getting to know him, and since the people that he was breaking with were the 
",'tarxlst" leaders who had just betrayed, welcomed Hegel's ngotog to· Nature" after 
he had finished the Absolute Idea, Interpreting thitt ... ~o menn that HeSe

1
l .was--

stretch"tng out hts hand to material Ism. It Isn't that Lenin didn't know that 
Hegel !.!!.f! the Idea comes first and then manifests itself, etc., etc., etc., It Is 
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tba' be liiiP~1 ~td .., cttanUon to lt. to blc, what. ""' I"'''l'Ullt wa t!>et tba 
!""S"""' t .... tbr 14ea IJM:l..,_~ twact.tce0 •a,.;!a.~• vltb !"4ic:tlae, a...S till!t tlta~ef­
ft&Udl~ ttl wlrat .llqd -• _1_,1, Co .do, c• .'!I!J•ctlyjtX 10f 'IObo'lt be did, 
ectuall1 *-4 tllar. tbll al-1\tm af kl!stOI'IeAit DlltHiaUaoo ....,, .. In Ji<.acl, <}r• 
•• h! Pllt ·.u. "'a....., of " ..... , ...... 

'l~~.· to 111,.. · v!lot ,..,j, lc;=r;a; ""'• ;o go f.,. tun •~n ala. 
W ~bll ~~~~ ''"" v•• tbac liUiB clio IIIIGl~t~~ 111llmltl ~.canls<4 tbn-Jibo 
tR nt!IU;hit.ol liCit_, ttJCIDI~, ~ hlotory cf t'-'1=· tc•a· tila blacc>ry of 

.. &1Mu&lat.~ll8ft'S.S.C~b, 
·:· ; ;~t,Y: . " . . . 

.- 'Coi .. e., 8Ml,.!111S oU of -Ita wdla (I& 18 aU, t_ .. t!Ml Gt~ tllst 
.l.fle aoa ·-·""' an l11Ctllftl80 lllll&il Clftll7 - ami -·~!IW t'- iM>IB CIS &IHI · Jip 7 M'l• .~lila !elf!!l5f!!f ,. lldiMftU lilf...l!isdo ) o f~>llootlllll ClAIR 
.t~llt~.tlll .eltanrtt!WIIo·• _u,. -~~~41-- !*'!otl tor ~~q­
~illli'tbfoul'- &hili: Basel Jllm!ld.D. tbd ~ IIII~J ll!pl 0 11 ~fUll: 
-••:~•,.l!lluato=i ~Yn'•• !Aiili'SDiiil tllsa faa!cu i!Et-tdt ... • Hwat~c­
I!Ciilralets'c>~r:v. epe~~b Ia Wlliotl UIG ,....., fna 114111JS llltb tb&ll' - paul- ~al 
flll'ilo w ~·,. - a;:-• mue ttlllaily. · · 
. ~,--·--.. :.-.~,.~;··~. . . . 

1111t: '~F'~~~ne 11111 tlanllta - _.ianld ella cbne flaal aJUCIIl- o! · 
llqet Ia till 'JII!I!o!!l!!lrr o! MB!!I, 11'1& ultbel' "- lillfty_ of &M aCA-1111.,.. 
U!ICU -t _,,, filel'8 IH ......,, .,..., f.., ht l!a,altala$ - <;I t'- liN Saocll 
ibcr.:e Ia -.il(c.v.n t~ Ill fn !N .... lM CO\ att,..e al ... o l>llt It -l..a & 
,....,,,.,, Whtclt ta -'iF. what llqel dtd ~ tlo. 

. flos tllr!n a,nas•- tloft ,.... -t ,,,.., lliJ!otlan, ewe'S! "ad ...,.., •"" aver 
••l~a vtll bel aspls111114 Ia tlet811 • ct. tepa, ad I uti! ban 10!1'811 llet t"""'J 

. ' . . 
Flnt Syl10&IIIIII LrmC •• J!m!!!L.•• HIIID 

S-114 SyllCIII .. I IIL\MI •• !W£ •• LOQIC: -

'nill'tl sr!locl$411 mr.mllltnC Je Ia abovs cw .. 1\lfu~~tiGGB 

(l'blloaopblc:&l HliDlA!itlN M., at - 8114 tM ... ,.. CII!OQ 0 OIJIItftV! ~ SU!IJ!t!IV! 
!!em) 

Tl>a lint •1110118& aec• -lr to Hat tba c:rder Ill nlcb tha boaloa wn 
witteD bp llellll~o IMst In f.act tllla 111 tba WI'S' - 1!11111 ooltlc:ll1 "'' becls lfl 19!1J, , 
1 ud. 11tatatS ••• tllat. tt.lll ..00 • ao;a.at tm I!!'!!C!llet to c~~eor,, •• ..au •• / 
vice 11a:rn. Olataldio of w •turtty of ~ qa, !!l!! tllat .,. wre on tile - of j 
tba ,s..,. 17 l:'fM:Ilt In lUst c-ay, tbll rea- I clrw tbat CGIICilU.I,.. woe W. t" I 
obe race tbat tu •14d1a UP 111 11t•p tbl llllniCIIal .,... 1a tialall It Ia cu 111Ullt 
Clllt ofi wlcll tt. vloola Ia l-'1 I&'• tlte ,....latiOftl &e le tbe -ilodl ll Ia cbl 
pt'OCeta81 It 18 at - and tid es111 tl., oltjlletlft elld aubjoctiYO. Tbaqtop, I 
COO!Gludeol tbllt It Gltun • ~&celca Clft tvn attl!or bloc~ to Laale or t-rd to 
llllllld It ~~Uu that -. 111ft l'-lla4 tbl •ae tlllll vlten, tane•tl of bslq wni•Md dovaa 
"'ltb t.btt veld Ia tbat -- allllla Lot>la'• dut'b, w ellould loak fonMrd to o-tlltq 
e~!e!~ !~C$ ;rt;!e. 

!be 1econd 81111!111111, tbs adlaUaa fOI'Ce, II• 111ad 11!111 letelf, em! cut 
••na aot .... t, tbllory, but pllll-pbJ, ollll -"" e cm•t <IMI - tlsaft Ju•t the 
-111: frooa tbacn'y to prcctlc• t!Nit veuld •I= to unlta vtcb tba toOWroeltt fi'CI!> 
P"'.OCtlcc, bec!uee It'• an actual pllll-plly ef blcCo"7 aQC! bletory or plllloaopbJ. 
Aad 1 quaetloa wb!thu tbat didn't actuoUr al110 calul Ia ella Phon...,.,....loay of Mind, 
vblcb Man: bad atvaya concldem ~- bll'tb of tha dlalecttc ~ml Hesel's :;rl•teot 

- ' . 141.41 
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wm.. ctenlJ' se == = J:ac~t. pllllncmaaao ln.!t ~:~~a .l!ftWI!i!!• cbl pbuwom er 
~~~-· · 11o till& ~IW'.II!i!t.ll»d!• of -"1«\\oMDio ~lmllllh •tt lte acaaa 
of .. 'l!ll~lsa, eaoiMI vltlt ea ebnluUI tbo!ot wee 110 aloooluto tlllt ~~- hilled 
off~s·. "cbl Colsotlla "' tt. l;ll:rtUJXXt~t •• r- Ill¥ ~Cq•t •Ma•• to ""' 

· p!ll~~ abud 11f nottll•,) · · 

. · ' . Jtia. . . dlatNaUti, 6:4 =hilt 

At Clle ilacJ· tiM, - "' &llc tlue ..., an rulll' to dlalhUI& It, t!lle '""'' 
· •11:r&llh'1 w "wota•,to;r, It Ia -tb!lll tlblch 11111oe ua lfii8H&II tbll uaac -. •• · 
... bsft co .htw tlllo..e -~~~ CJM~rt) llet<Jn pubU~u.,.., a,. .,. eun til ,_ tlllo 
U8IMIII vttll lt.o- lt 1 .. -~~~· Cllat lllllllaa II& Hill biw -~~ -eft ti!Gno Ill tbnl 
tlu!NO .,..::a to lno tv tUt. lut: pan, .eapaclcllr cr. l••t cbaptl!l'1 cf J!aU._..., 
an4 B*'!Rl»Sion• Mt.n a -ld·ou be awlelaa ao elat.dlJ' with all otlotJr DW 
JN&al- _,. - fonoe t.I!Gt A - ._., kfoN, fra ~!boo~ ue bavs oilt2ltH • 
r4cbt ·~ 9 odll r alp '"""'"' in S!lo 

71:a tepil Ita• bellll- to X..A., to &baWl Vlth S.F, Aalollbn tB;Ht vlll flnt 
a.. bard Ia hero!&, and t11n - to C-tlc:ut """ l!e!r York. If elu!t tl• lt. 
vtU M IPII!I &ad I aU& M there. t~, I vlU b& Ia lib Yorls wry •- t• 
UW at&~rt llawll'll at~~~~pleu cl;bto .tbwt publtcauoa. I vl!t proloal!ly loti tlotlr& tha 
leot· wllk Ia l!'atma.rt eu· flrot -k ia Marett. Ua,,. a arrut ti• llliC'- tM tcpaa, 


