
:t;:~ur latter arrlv.,d aa I wao ),oek!ll!l up UJO d<>or in 
,;>Olll!t:!d Dtotro1t to es~".,pe to the Laurent1aus tor whEre I •m d 
.P1ns th\10 note. (I 111 be beck_ 1n Dotrot.t A1.!8o9th,) 

:toe, I'm cont1dent that ouoe we meet ~,d develop our 
ldeao aa they aaaume o hu~an·teoea, we ~1ll bo a~le to wo~k out 

·a tor111 a-t aollnbor<>t!oti tn tho edl tt'ng of PhUo!i!oph,y acd Revolut . 
I w1U bJ'lns .w1th 111e th€ f1rat and most dU'f1oult ahQpter of the 
wh.:>le book, Hlle~A'• Aba?lute· Ide"' AI!· New Bes1nning, wh1oh '"'IUY3"l' 
the maJor wor:.tli' or Hsg" i "tn them sal"'"''" lil'id "for u•" as 
illum1n&tea the~~~, 'ond they help illuminate our asa of trnnot 
ne~r Bi:~ee the d&ath of Stalin allowed the emerge11ce of a new 
J!!OVOillGJlf. r:ro .. practice. to o:ballenoe tbe ot1llbirth or Trotsky 
aa any hlctorlo continuity ;,f Marx1em from the dcoth of Lenln, 
llave bean lw.b;lr1ng hard at breflking dowr, the Absolute ld'3a as 
·hav10f thot dual1ty ot totality and ~ovement from prnct1ce aa 
sa !rom thcoey• (I wrote my f1rat let-t-era on the Absolute Idea 
the tew shoJt weeka bt,tween the death of stalin ln ns.roh e.nll the 
li'aet Germnn Revolt tn Juno,) I took to Tel.oa Uko a duck to 
we.t9!i, bGcnuse tho "!ery &nnounoement of ita bil•th mllllo me reel 
thatrn~w gen«ratl.on or revolut1onar1ce thst did not separate · . 
dialGct1cs fr.om either thou:;h.t or act~on hltd arrived and, of all 
1'Mtaat1c ;:;lao~s, ln praemnt1o AroEri~n. In any case, cncs we 
.meet &.DC! .Slacuoa (and I do agree w1 t!'l you that Teloa wta h.'l.Va a 

·:.lot to oontr1bt!te to th<J liDrk), we wiU then be able to e.rrar.ge 
al.so tor a full day's aonferenc<' tor w1nt<lr when the work wlll' 
completed but not yet publLsl'll!d, 

Now, then as. to the Waterloo cSnrer~nce, it looks 
uhu.t dlt:!'erent from what you first described, Is lt it still 
be held as the DLelectioal l~at,;rlaliam oectlon of the APA1 I 
,proJ<>o·~•IC!o:f establ~ahlne a onnadbm J9urnal lleon· as aome.thing 

~he serious nsture r.t Telos, or of the rath~.r:~d~1:f~r~u~siu~~~~ii::t~y ehans1ng oharaater of aA, .mDra on the nature of 
'olhOSe ·ocnfel:GllOB l: addressed last yP.ar and 

·It won 1 t 0of ooui:'&,;, ntteat my nPP£arar,co, 
the aud1<;nce, the·Ji8clie concrete (in ·che HiSiSS.Ll!m aensG 
hans1ve a~ well as tangible) can be my preaer.tatlon of 
onl.l fiegal!nn Lsninism, It 1s not only a question at prasent~'"<.na 
pivotal tunctlon of th~ d1aleot1o in Len1n 1 a tr~u5ht, It 1 
aruaial to have 11 oonorete anal.ys1s flOii not only from what ·Lo,ntl'll 
said and -did o:>oat 1914-1923, but fr'Om wh."t it~ 1 19.1Q.,_and, ssatn, 
not only as tangible, but oe the nvw h"ul!Janiam the East EUropeans 
brou~1t unto the h1iltor1n sta;oc 1n the 1950's, the Africans 1n 
1960 r,, and ·the French, Itali&ns al!il, USA s!nce 1965, 'l'hls, as I 
oee 1t, 1s IIF.WJ th~s 1s a task, n~a cr,nolueionl this has boen 
beatin'3 at Ud from below for rJearly two deor.dea, It is t1me 
theorctloi:ms tried msetin!l t,h" ohal.lenge not only out of thdr 
hcado but out of mass movements without, !lowover, "giving in" to 
the latest "fad a" (and t .te t1me, as against ;;oroen 'a · Z'!ltion 
wh1ch I cr1t1clzed when acme onP. referred tu it aa 
H) wbeth'Jr they a>'1se out ·to the sky fl:"om drugs or 
Nothing h more declslvo that oo.tch1ng that l1nk of !ll!!l2.!:!:.c! 
oontinutty, 

It may not be f'Osal'ole to present it all ln an hour, 
I am !1 disciplinarian of myaelf more thnn I cvel' waa of oth-:~ra 
snd so 1f that zss is your rule, I will limit myeelf accord • .,,,.,,. 
Discussion roust always bo at lP.aat as long a time as 
I'm a strict believer and !JI!Ctttlonor of d1nleot1cs <von when 
is l1m1t¢d to its or1g1nnl Greek sene~ of d1alo0ue; look what 
great trased1F.B arose out of those dialogues! TWo hos elwayR 
the: most jangerous as weLl as the most serious number oven \1herel 
mass historic movements, transit, ~one 1'roro one age to another, 
epooha re:tuelng t~ co-caxiat wert: o.mccrned. 

I'll l.;nve "th•:r matters rt<1oed 
time, but 1 'm lnclud l.ng,· special ,Jostcr1c>t 
I speoJc of collnborntton I mconwt th Telo~, 

:tours 

b:; you for nno ther 
to mnkc sure when 
not l'lith R.i•. 

•'' 140S~J 



TELEX: 02·2122e. 

August 1,1970 

70 STATION eTREET • AJAX, ON'a.ARIO • TELEPHONE 94Z-!5StiC ARS::A C:oor: 4U! 

Dear l'a':.llt 
· . I ~o r.ot kr.ow whether to call this n"te a lJOStDI'1Pt .to the 

. letter 011 .l:'h1l.osopll;y ant: Revolut ton, aa book, as conf.er&nc.e, a a new 
dee.rened reLations with TELOS, or aD "uDderg:round itlfo", or what.. But · 

. lt !.:1 11iPOI'tiUI\ that we understand eaoh other fully. 011 my total d1strullt 
. of Paul'· BUhle, and, therefore, that. I take for grante::l tllst wher. I . . 
';··lt.pGiik of. Teloa oo.llaboro.t111S en ed1tlng my book, I do J!1, JIOf 1nalude 
·, DUhlo .who 1a cot· to ·see anythlllf.ll I send to you re book, .oto; Her;,·ts ·why.t' 

, . l).Uthoue;h he took the in1t1at1ve ~f oontllating me. not I hlm: ·.· , 
~'llienever. bot,heroc1 onoe' to look at the ienu1ne dooum&ntB of ~-r .. t(outa.ide ",., 
,·:,:~;>f·the.:fey he h8d when .the tendenay was 'not ·spUt); ~t '.Proo.eeded to · 

c 'aoll'a'liOr.~te bi hel.Ping. Jamell .£8'1fl'&~-fhe h1a\!!J:;t of those dooi.uilentii 'b7 ' 
. :.PUbliahiDS thoae he wiahecl lll:lder ha Johnaon,now finally w1ll1og to . ·' 
.. ,:. rt_e.ll: he· 1.s. Jamell a1'tf?ll' havtng restated it tor a deo&de, 1nol. re,tul'tl to 

'·EI:JglaJidlname all 1f' they 'l!ers llh alone. stnoe he was not part ot the 
· ,. ,,·Tenllen.oy. arid hac never bothered to ask· Forest, I cannot aee that he 
< could poasibly1 1nd1oate some ot the ma,1or battle-linea". ·I •aua.P.eot that 

·now that Glo.berman baa likewise spl1t from James(a.n:l that it bnot ·o.tn­
o.oririeoted w1th ~g·:li. al.dden. ".Prominence" ln that non~eidstenttt 
tendency .other th8n711oonneoted with _thP wrlter Jlll!les7, there may ba .some 
light shed on that. -sut I am not the least 'interested 1n 1t. James h•a 
produced"noth1ns alnoe the apltt that le worth any one's ser1ous.attent1on: 
tmlen the rewtitlng ot hlatory beoomaa "an original,~ · 

. ~ht sny oDe ts lnterestDd 1n the orig1nal .doalllllent both as 
it wo.a, and as the devclopme.Dt 1nto M:arx1o t-Ht.UDan1sm from the merely 
economlo analyois ot state-aap!talism, I have doposlted the whole w1th 
the·Labor Department ot Waytle state Univera1ty L1brary, called · 
~st-HumaD1sr:ul2,.4l-l969 , and 1'1led as Raya Dunayevskaya. Qolleotlon. 
{I-believe I sent either you or Telos a listing o1' those nroh1vea.) Aga1n, 
this l.s only tor arahivlat and movement'o interest. What la urgen still. 
however as to obJect1ve &ld subjective reaaotl for diotrust of Jamea-Johnor., 
la thlSI · -- . 

3)In Deo,l954 the Govt, deolded to list JFT as subverstve,OLP~ 
was a Drltish subject, safely ens~onoed in GB a time when Korean War 
prQduoed the McCarthy hyoter1a ln the US. Forest (I) wee here as big as 
l1fs with a pubUoation (Correapond<inoe) ln 1'Ull light challenging .the 
pouers 11liiii!l, and hli.vlng only 10 days to answer the listing. we were 
dieasreeins on many things, moat rewolvlns around my desire to finish 
M&F (then 1n outl1ne 1'om oalled "Marxlet and State-capitalism), ·the 
new stage of oor.aolousneas en a world aoale symbolized by the East Germ&n 
Revolt June 17,1953. But I never thought that JRJ,tnatesd of present1ng 
a unity at least to the bourgeoisie, would chose that moment to break 
up the tendency, He d~. OUtside of informing tho international 
groupings ot that action, I have never once had a woed to say publ1oly 

: on that, never n1sde any men.J,j.on of CLRJ, obeyed tho strictures on Johnson 
·14090a<J the only pol1t1oel nome~\lle one time I did have a· footnote referring 
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(A Toles ·P.dlosophl.c!ll. Conl'orence: Waterloo, Ontario, Octobor 8·11) 

Tbe lost taw years !:ave ss011 a tromandous growth in ~torost ib MnrxiBm .which 

hQs uncover~d scores of thoornticnl problems. Straitjaclreiled.i.'! fi:md cntol!arles 
· · · 'Jlt-'· !... t!.-tJrlfr'" 
nnd cam!tod to du!liotis polit-lcnl pro!;t"tlll!S, tho oild llo.rxiem'hn!s turned out to oo 

· scmo~~hst irrslav<l.'lt an~ in the long run, it Jus tuno~ionod moru as an ideolc£Y than 

as 11. truly ·aciont:U:'ic approach to social ronJ.ity. To romod;y this stoto of af!oirs, 

there hir.a been n rsviv<1l in Marxist scholarohi~,· '!his trend is bocoming increasing· 

l:r felt in NOi'th America in ac.,domic circles which, as tho oft'ieinl tr~namittf.lrs of 

boureeoiB ideo low, have becotna totnl.ly useless intolloct11al.ly. This conference 

seeks to bring together precisely {i.;,; ~.,;;-~;:~~-~~-;o:; ·~L~n~agod in tho 

.•~econztntction o.t Max-xist theoey(~tl?" development ot' a concreto political program. 

Tentotivo Schedule 

Octobel:'. 8: 
.2:00 n1-- Paul Piccone: 11 l'henomonolocical Merxiam: Towards a Marxiat 

. . .· Understanding of YiSZ'XialU" 
4:00 PI! - .Paul B1•einoe: 11Her,elian Mlrld.sm: Wknos and Korsch" 
~ PM .. :Jiicya ~vs~•n ~ism" · e 'W~s:illiiO~ Claas-Conaciouaneas _J 

. Friday, OctobeJ:' 9: 
9:00 AM - Dick Howard1 11Erlstential Marxism: Snrtre :md Merloau-Ponty11 

· 

11:00 AM - David Gross:. "Utopian Marxiaml. Ernst Bloch" 
2.:00 PI! - Albrecht l~elll!l.ar• 11 CriticaLThe.QrY..,.,",--,-~-

rli:OO·Pl~ • 'f!!!!laell 'JiiCob;y-: "Rosa Immmllure'~L.Mal'l9:!1.m" _> 
--.,.,oo PM - James 11/lrisen: "tho MU'ldsm o£ the Second· Iffi;c111~tionnl11 

.. 9:00 n1 - Symposium on labor . 

· Snturdny, Oct.ober 10: _ 
9:00AM - Miclmel Kosok:· "Science alld Iii.aloctics" 

ll:OO /u'! - Robin Blackburn: "Structuralist Marxism" 
2:00PM- Silvia Federici: 11Grsmsci•e:Narsism11 

4:00 PI! - AloT..o.nder Deltini: 11lleidec;~;urinn Marx:J.s·m11 j 
9:00 PH - Symposimn on 11Spontcnei ty and thll Party" 

._,,..v 
Suncll\y • October ll: ·, I }1-. 

9:00 AM - Bernard Flynn: "Recent French l'.orxism" ,.y__, 
ll:OO Al{ - Howard Parsons - "The Christian-Harxist Di:llor,uc11 

I!JOO PI! - Symposium on the Naw Lett Marxism 

For further infonantion, contact: Scott Arnold, Federation of Students 
University of Waterloo 
Waterloo, Ontario, Canada 

14092 
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