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Necamhor £, 1959

Near kick,

no. denbt, you havo by ncw receivet the photo of favt of the
soctions of tho irundroisse that I sent you, along with tha teanslation
done in lmy York ( sent them registered), I think thet it will help place
the two nectlons in the propar frame-work if T toll yoii not only somathi'ng
mors about the upuniroisse, hut also hew thosme particular soctions have haon
usad (T shouid really came abused) in recent years.

The Grumdreisse, as you no deoubt know, is the orlsinal draft of
what becams, &fter a further decade of work, Capital, If you take time out
to read the chaptor on the Structire ol Capital in Marxism and Froedom, you
will recognize that, to me, the aritical part concerned what is theery, and

- the new, the ualque answer by Harx, (By"answer", I do not mean thoi he asked -

the question fermally and answered it formally,) The answar consiste! of the

“whole of the structure of Capital which showed how groat and vivotel history,

actual live history of theacless struggla, sp alfically tha one for the shorte
enlag of the working day, and the actuslhistory of the two moat important

“ovents in that decads =~ the Civil liar in the United States and the Parls

Commune, Tor that end, I showed the psgination of the original draft and the
pagination of Capital, which ravealed that the r'irst ha:l no section’on the' .
working day, while the second had somothing like aishty. pages devoted to this.

"subject; and that all of what became later ‘Volume Iv,, or Theorlas of Surnlusg -

Value was removed Trom Part I, all the way to tho erc! of the Lhros volumes o

Capital,. .

‘ In a vord, I'uas concerned with what we can learn from Marxi=t -
Wethodolowy and his transformation of theory from'a dispute. botween intellactuals
to a thix history of production-relations themselves, that history balng the
actual transformation of sccleby by ths working class, - ‘ - ‘

This was not the concern of Lhe intelleutuals, whethor they called
themselvos Marxists or otherwise, Ln the 195043 when they"suidonlytdigcoverada
the Grundreisse, In 1953, when the Grundreisse wero publidhed in Bast Germany,
two factors predominatei, One was Mao and the fast that the Chinese Havolution
had succseded. Thore was def'initely one thaoretleal aspect of Marx whichis vhina,
aver sinae the Communist Party there was bora in 1921, waw auperior to all of
the Wostern analysists, agaln inclwilng tarxists, who had novertheless been
deaf and that was Harx' revolutionary view of the Orient au arainst the popular
concept of Marx which roferrwd to the Orient as*lespotic", And that is that
China discoverod the articles written for the Tribune in New York by Marx,
which toek up the Cpium Wars ana the Talpinx “lobeollion and sided with the
Chiness as against Jestorn Imperialism, The ‘wgsians, on the congrary, had
baon refarring to Opiental Nespotism and now that ¥ao had won, they had to
change the superficial popularigatioa which iad to tha'ligcovery™, not only
of the articles, but of the section in the Crunireilsze which lerl to tha pub.
lication of thiy section, unfer the title Fro-Capitalist Fermation., As for
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the Yestern Anzlysists, who pre not Marxists, Oriental Despotism by
Wittfogel 1s all they wever know and all thay are still interested in, In
any case, that scetion of the Grundrelsse which hecame the basizc for lengthy
and not vory fundamental discuselons among Communiats rlid not reach the
Enclish speaking werld until 1964 when Hobdbawm published them with a
fantawtic introduction, which trisd to play them down.

The 2nd gection of Papitet rundrelssa that hecame rolevant to the
cwrrent debatos 1 the ono dealing with machines, iHerbert Harcuse has misused
that section, or more precisely a single paragraph of that section to try to
make it appear as foundation for hiz ridiculous theory of the one~dinensionsl
Man, It hies never been translated into Engilsh, fr, rathor I should say that,
outside of the paragraph, a few papes were translated into English, if you
go inte astudent publicatlons and reach a magazine called Suplation in Leicester
Unlversity. So proud wore thoy of the translation of pages 582594 that they
marde a world copyright of it, Yet I noticed fwhen it was finally republighed
with an exagerated-in-importance intreduction by Martin Nicolaus in ths Hew Lafi
Raview 8, Iondon, Mavrch~April 1968) that even such simple but very important
words, 1like surplus in sneplus-labor, is transloted as"superflucus", which I
hardly need expross is totally wronz. In any case, I did feel it would be ..
important for you io ruwmmimey sea different kimds of translation, at "ust .
in.key paragraphs when these overlap the pagus that wo are translating, I, thus,’
. enclose two pages, and, of course, you have the full trenslation and thers,too,
'T called attention to some phrases which may be correct insofar ag English )
translation for specific Gernman worda but are not the oneas that have become
"st.andard"

. - How I want -to answsar, briafly, the question you raised in your first
latter on Czechoslovakia, 1 don't doubt that thore wern old-faghioned West
German Capitalists, merchanis trying to move into Czechoslovakia with their
wares, And, of courge, as you sew frowm theo Czechoslovac pamphlet, the genuine
revolutionary Left in Czechcglovakia had no use for iubeek, except recognizing.
that he had laot loecse forces that he certainly couldn't control, and, there<
fore, taking advaniage of his popularity and of the actual freedioms he had
allowed for free axpression. In all casas ol such varled tendencies, the point
is to recoznize vhich is the dominant one, and where it is headed for. Ther'a
ie no doubt whatever, and I am sure you agrae with us, thet the West German
merchants waz nol the dominant one, that the Russian Communists, whe vary
deliterately misrepresented it as such, aro the very ones who are now all too
amcionsly estadlishing new reldding, capitalist relations with this szme West
terxany. I doubt anybody fools themgelves on the qusstion anmd gives the
groundt for this fact that Willy Bran:it is the new Premler, Hussia is in
auch total erdsis that they have bean dying to establish relations wlth wast
Germany. UNot enough ground wes sat for such a reversal when Khrusshev first
proposed 1t and had his head cut off f'or it, then Eastern Xurope tried it
and ha'l thelr heads cut orf faor it, Zut, now Brezhnev has decided he's had all
he can stand for Ylbricht's "dogmatlsm' and hag"put him in his place."

Yours,




