Octoler l4, 1969

Decar Eugene, Mike, ond 1171 (eopies to REL-NEL) S

T don't hoow whether the youth eor the lecals have already
started the classes in dorxism fnd Freedom that .the Fienum had recosne nded , but
the one'aspert that I want co take up hzs ot Leen discusse) -- and, indetd, ir
new not enly te vou, ut to mysell -- and thay is the relationship of the Archives
to the completed theory and to lifa. I begin to thinl sbtout this question because
I was not fully satisfled with the appreciation for our Jirchives as a continuing,

living experience In the process, however, it bLeecane something that was not a
quéstion only of our«elveq ond our past, but of that relatienship of Archives to
complaced theory and iife which has cheracterized the Morxist¥WE “coveazot fron
its very teginning.

¥- Take the r1elationship of Marx's Grundrisse, both to Cepital

and teo Automation and China, tbe two wmost critical points of today.
. IT_ Or consider fenin's Philesophic Notebooks and their re’ationship,
cor more precisely, lack of relationship, to Trntsmv1sm, to Stalinism, and presently
_to Maolsm, especially - its French Althusseriaa variation,

i III- &nd now comsider Marxist Humsnism as iz first arose in the
form of state-capltalist theory in 19413 and then as fully MHarxist-Humanism in both
~>the ‘1958 and 1964 editions of lMorxism znd Freedom; and, finzlly, the process of de-.
) velopnent ln Phllasophy and Revolution rigut now.

.oy

Lo L . ‘It is thes= three hiseotrie and philosophic developments that 3
. consider the: necossary foundation for.a reslly new and sontinuing class in Marxisn
and ‘Freedom., I therefore pouléd like to make the following suygestionst

(1} As of somewhere in mid=liwvember, hefore I disappear to concentrate com-
plétely on the book, I deliver o spec;nl speech in Détreit which will te taped
Ecr both L,A, and N.Y, ] .

(2) Mew York and L.A.. will play their tape a5 soen as it received -- because
this is important for the entire ¢lass as a tolality, #and haz no special relationship’
ko any individual section being studied., -

“ (3) Under no circumstances vhavever is any local permitted te summarize.what
the tape is about, New York has sufiered plenty from confusing soweone's incerpra-
tation For what 1t is MR I said -- znd what I s2y s altogether too jmportaat for
Philosophy and Revolut ien to be allawed Lo get bogged down wvver the quallty of the
tape or whether or not the "outside"” would logpk down upon listening to a tape. L
this casg, we are intereste:d only in those wio are .nuerested in grappling with
serious philesophic probilems and ia none others.
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