lay 24, 1965
To tbe RE'-! (topy to IE3)
Dear Collo_.guaa-

This . iémy last letter from Mgomc. llext week I return to Detroit
and from then untii the) conventien even the preliminsry discussions we will be hav-
ing at the HER w¥l have so formal an air that I thought it bt to Lalceadvantags
of this day te write infermsily of some of fhe thgorstical and erganizatiensl QUSS~
tinna that we will huve to think aboat. in Wwerking out our perspectives. .

" These are tines of great ::trsss and it in as woll, for the time heing, that
they remzin only in the background, I note, for example, thatVRegurrection Citwh.
has-becn rained eul Today, the eve of Ray F.'s c}gparf;ure for D.C. 3ut, of course,
all eyes are on France,. With the mass modia trying te convey the lmpression thal
- the Cesmunists are behind the uphenval thera, their counter-rava...utionary rele is
well hidden. Yet 1t iu the Communists who made it their tusiness tc. ses that the
workers did nat accept the studeni effer to act Joinidy. IL is the Communists whe
saw o it that the workers zccepted a Ydialesue® (De Gaulle is really secme ene te
have & Glaiogue with!) about thelr grisvances. And, no doubt, they will briag in
pufficiens divisiung so that the anti-Degaulie unity will now be broken up betwsan
those who want to "Vote NHo™ rather than act lio, Nothing scarec the Communists more
- than  spontanesus revolubionary actions and power An the streets. And nothing ploases
da Gaulle more than the role of "sevior'. (.ﬂ'ta’c.. pray, was he saving France from
“30 years agc" wiless it was that he was trying to overthrow the Popular Front
" gevernment and the workers? occupstionof the fectories then by the ebortive fascist
colp Lo’ ‘Hhi.cn ho was very cloge indeed? Or has he, by fiat, moved up hy & year

., the outrenk of World War. IX?) And now he will have everyTone wait for Juna when
S Wil oi‘fer such- illusory gains as "profit sharing” and "oomnon interestst in -
‘university administiation Lo "protect France frem tho adventures and usurpa‘t.ions
of the nast hateful nature and mest ruinous." The situatlorn is fluid epeugh =t41l1
and what i1l heppen there next munth will change not odyFrance buf the werld,
inc?Ming the three criticel events in this country: the black reveli, the anti-
~Vietnam S movement, ars) the stedent reséllion. In order the better to understand
~thig and work out all the ramifications, I proposg,~kwsboidy Lo gel away from
then a]l. ard talk, iistead, of seemingly abstract questions.

7 In our phllosophy classes this year we did try practi.cing dialestics, buk,’
unfortunately, it was only "theoretically™ whersas vhat is crucial is to prectise
_dialectics politically and organizationally. Thus, somc have talked tne much from
the top of thelr hexds when it came to acbivities, and ofhers haventt talked at all.-
. Since sctions always set off resctlions and furthar ramificatiens, no doubt ‘talking
off the top of youwr head is a great deal slors harmful than keeping silenyf Hever-
thadless, silence can't help the organization grows Of the essence, {herefore, for
our pre~convention peried is reasoned discuszlon rootoed jn sbjectivity.,

Ego=contrism, it needs to be undersbtood, is not, philosophiczlly spesking,

a questicn of conceit of an irdividual. As an individuel, Xani was not an egotlst.

Viriting on the eve of thae French Revelution, he fouzht the good fight agelnst the

British empiricists; he was the first to bring bsck to modern life the ancient

dialectic; in many ways ho anticipated ihe French Reveolution and halled it when

-it came. HNevertheless, because, philosephically the Zge was the julge, it was

inmpassible to make any further forward stups. xHegel, who was not the liberal Xant

sms, nar the moralist who relied on men of zood will ("the genarsl wili)to resolvs

contredicticns;fugel whe, incteed, Jwdoet hy objisctive, historic developments and

self-movement of ideas as well as of h:*tory, and tharefore releesed the dislectic

from external restrictlions, and followed its movemant through to its logical

conciusion, elicitod such new facats of the dialectic in labor as well, that

his dlalectic becamo in fact the "algebra oi revolutlon™ berause it incorperated
14033 in it, o» expressed, as you wish, the Enraa s of the Trench Revolutlon in place

‘ of the Enlightenmont, which is what Kant}t¥ansformed inte metbed. - .




I showld also add that sgo-cantrisa wasn't only a bourgeois tra:lu. Herzts main-
epponent when he first began working out historical materielism was the philesepher
for anarchism (Stirner) aad throughout the 1ife of the First Internstioral this

strein, whether -in Prouchon, Bakunin, etec..was the biggost obstacle o tho bullding

of & revelutionary proletarian movement, If there is anything we learned fron

thé crimes of Stalinism 1s that the counter~revolution within the revelutien is

by far the mosi dangerous since it ramains after you have already finished with

- the zlass snemy. Potly-bourgeols egolsm is the bsin of existance of the wmevement |

vhan it 15 young, swall in number, lselated from the mass movemeat which is the
only thing that cen dia(.ipline the petty-beurgeois revelutionaries, I therws 15
anything harder for such a reveluticnary than the proverbial canel through a
needla's oyn, it 13 salfwdiiscipiine.

Bvery beginning nust be made from the Absolute,” wrote Hegel, Aml if aver
anything sounded fantastis, abstract, nonsensical, incerrect and mest certainly
insppilecable to Marxist analysis, this swely sou%s%ike-tho sontencs that wuld
win the prige, until -- World i-.rar I broke out and heo Marxict leaders 1iaed up

-behind the Kalser, It wasa't only selfumovement that Lanin diszovered in Hegells-
phﬂosop?v. It was also the plunge Into freedom that a pmenerallzstion gives you..
Iseeping in mind: the example I gave the ciegs of a generalization that achiaves .
;}ust thet--that is to say, the realization by a worker that 1t isnTt _just his

| fareman er his buddy's swervissr or the boam named Joe but that it
-eepitalist class c‘mracteristic- g quotation from Lenln tha s.ppoars

'3 on. p.15 of %he Lacture lotes of my, outline auout the formation of abdtract
.notions. . o

S Now it isn't onl,r for.the study or Hegel or oven Marx ard Lenin that
"beginning from the Absolute! instead of the immediste situation before you
' is a neceasity, It 1s for ouwr overyday activities. Sémevhare Jean-Paul Surtre
bas a quite brilliant and correct axpression about revelution being "a daily
pracbice Iiluminated by theory." Practice that a while, Think of Marx reading
- galloay proofs of Capltal and suddenly deciding (sparkeri by a question by I,
Rugelman, no doubt & stupid petty-beurgeois guestion at that) there is no paint
to letting that chapter on Commodities stand seo concretely aia it stands; bettor
male "a Little adition", like a whola blg fat absolute, a notlen, THE FEIISHISM
OF G(MMODITIES, 1ight tnere. in the very first chapher; on that simple most

. everyday thing, & cemmodity. And whet h.&‘.pg?) s from 1887 when it was written,to
1515 when Lenin reads the Science of loplci ¥Why, every Merxdst brings it dom
to siza"’ his narrow, simple VYelass struggle" size rather than the FREELY ASSQCIATIED
TABOR as anly onez capable of ripping the fetizh away from that little product of
labor, Lordy, how many timesy must we retrace our steps, and make generalization
about that which is already past and thorefore everyone agrees with it, only in
order, at the very first erdsis the individusl expsriencos, te have the whols
dislectic, not to menticn simple Hlman relations between comrades, go by the
bourd and the epoltist is off, rambling like an idiotl

O.k, letls try again, Lat's try it closer to "zomp. though it may rot be
within yowr individual experienne, 1t is nocar gnough to bLest yourself, The year
is 1953, which, as against the fermally corre:t date of 1955, is the real (in
the Hegellan-¥arxian sense of ratliomal and quintessential) breaking point of the
state-capitalist tendency. I don't know how many have reread those liay 12 and
day 20,1953 letters on the Abselute Idea {hah T asvel all to read for the
philosoply lecturss, But in any case somo of yow onperienced that bresk wo made
from Johnson. :erehofore we have stressed thai t.o brmt phllesephic oroakthyougn
h‘aﬂ?ﬁbranslat.ing" Zegel's anulysis of Absolute H¥ind aw cortalning 2 _movement
from practice. This, of cowse, *‘eﬂai.-xs nistorically true, and it remalns
truc in practice since’both .MB » LEITERS and MARAISH AMD FREEICY were fowndcd

on that principls. _ | 14034
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_ Kew, }‘oh’ever, I wish to shew how those Lattérs) an’ciﬂipat

the fature of both hig events and the ostabplishment of Cerresponience. Or, more.
precizely put, didn’t influence thr ostablishmeat of an altanmpfted workers! pamb
and thus led to breakup. As you know, ')53 wse a very eventful year which becm:a
higtorie, #irst,on March 5t h, when Stalin died, that day and the next
historla turning pelnk, Juds 17, the last German I‘o\aol‘h, I wroeto bwo 1ette.rs
on HMay 12 and Msy 20,1953. I was quits unconsclous of separating myself
thearetically from Johnson,; amd when I noin‘l‘ed %o a difference betwsen one
intorpretation of Hegel and another, M attributed it to a differonce in dates.
J. hed seithen his notes on Bialectic 1n 1948, L mine in 1953. NMind you 1953
was then e very silent year; the death of Stalin ha? not produced a new situation
at onne apd therefore the bourgecls press kept up its prattle about the impossib-
$1ity of eny actlons within a totalitariun land; on the other hand, in 1948 we
wore gtill erpecting revolutien at least in Westorn Ewrope. Yot in May 1953 I
ueote that J*s 1948 Dlalectics MSS "meant only the genaral development of
socialism through overcoming Stalinism, wherea€ now We can be mors concrste,(v,3)
And T pracesded to concretize by seying there wlll be totally new type of ravolts :
because “eur age préves it has abolished the distinction betwoen theaty and
‘préctice end .that which is.the preoccupatlon of the thecrists,fresdom out of once
party totaliterianism,is the proscoupation of the greut masses.." A month later
tha Zast German Revol‘?. broko out. Vhen it came further to concretize this twe
weeke leter (The convention fur voting o begin Correspondence wes July 4th) T
mdght it meant that thoory would ho longar he restricted toi'thecrotical organs! .

bul 'be written diréstly in the paper, the workerswpaper-towtes As!you adl know, -
:!.t didntt work out that wuys a rew paper, NEWS & LETTERS, was needed befare we

oould practice bath theoiy and self-activity of workers, One final numsssk’ ward .
‘en - the guestion of theery and those 1953 letters and that is the fact that, just

&8 the movement from practice was ssid to be not only to theory but to s new socia_t‘,!“l:_'
.80 ths wovament from thkeory was not only o practice but as "the mediating agent? '

_of a naw aocisty.

about

Whet has 811 this to do with vs todey? Outside of talkisg/how to mactice
uebhod nev only theoreticelly bubt in politicel and in organizations] wmatters, I
. hope wo will all now actually do so on at least three issues to face us at the
conventien: (1)the working out of Parspective and the lively disocussions that
will fellow the draft; (2)confronting the questlon about how to set the events
at Columbla Univ;ws:_!.ty and the genaral student revolt in America in arn irternational
‘context; we surely are not in the pre.revolutionary situation the French stwlentu
and workers sre trying to develep into en actual revolution, but thero is no
aitugtion anywbhere dhat doesn't have lts international repercussicns, and we wiil
have to work these oub both theoreticelly and concrotely; (3)the black revelt
as it is ai the moment in "Resurrection City" and as it will be this summer,
- on the orne hand, end s new edition of Black Mass Revoli, on the other hand. The
only resson I do not 1list the anti-Vietnum war movement iz that T take fer granted
théf- w112 be central to working out political verspectives. By the time we meat,
the Democratic and Republican conventions will have been held and we will see
vhther the herrible thoicé will once agsin narrow down to Nixon~iumphrey and the
horrors of that in relationshnip te Vietnan# ~-there surely will be Tlotnams if that
is the 'choicot Instead, lotls sebtle down te some Muoplousness, labor, patia'lce.
suffering of the nozative’ which s the only way to produce some vory pesitive
ravolutionary resulis, .

Yours,

Haym




