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Thank yeu very mu::h fer yaur _ critiqu11t ef theTro't.eky chapter., Y•11 may 
Oe am•• that Y. tt"ill stuc".y i't, very oarafuil,y bwior~ rnwritinr,. · ;~owv•r·~ I wi.sh t&~ 
.dil:auss with yau n'lt so nm~h thrt orit1q1l~ it.salf as rnlaterl r~~.atters f:tar4-ni.rur, fr.am 
'it b3:l1.1.L.,, I CoMidf.ll• lllt~th,d•l•C7 t~e centra). point anrl ! 1M not ~ure yau've .r;c~d~·a:i 
th• .fill rJl!l.Ulor.tiona of that questien. .o/hich is wt<.Y 'lOU dtUl can equate wr-.t 
HarXiat-lllmaniem •fters yeu with athat. :ih!ch you v,et fr~11 a disE!dant St.Ll!.nbt 
lilU11 iS~·P.Th_,!llptJ•n• nat to :rt~nt:.i~n i:.ho l~t...:k ot" 1:tttE'oCiit i.'l any c!isti.'lctlc;n:s h=twl)llr. 
me tOO ·M.a.t•'ty '•r Nl:i. •r&d :rsc ol.tt .'f all th8'Sft ware :nerely 1ritra ... fact1.arl&l disputt.ts 
er bs1,....epl1.t.tinr.. '!'ha"!"Pfo:t'o I'll bc~i:l \-o'lt:.n a raJ nM!:'l'!e t.(l ~hAt 1n .yctu:r l~t.tt~~r 
• ap:~ee nith .lvu" and Y"t we dra'W".such ·~Uiortln't ccrn-Jlus1ens tram truLt J.ffTf't~mont. 
tr.at lfa ~1 r:» 1o-re91'1 tG t!;e inW mAtn-ooalocy, 'L'ne ·~pe<'!1iio: ~W.tt91r.,nt ""l"tuAl'" 

te ia. on p.:;t et· yeur lett«r •' :ie7.2yt.n qh;orn Y•U qus"t.e y•u..- cMttcisril ~~ott thu' . 
J~C•• J»Biti•n on U' wh1.cll "''~ !tta:..•r..-:s notninu !1"C!I! t!'l~ .. r,lJek rftVn1t.. 1 .cou:tan•t 
agree: mor• wil:h Y.ur otat .... ont that thio rov~lt h.<3n°t ".pde thG •l~hte•t dent 
1n eur 'thM:ry:' ..~here ~ I rl1cagrfut i!l thAt Y611 thi·~it it c~"Jllf)S rn:H'f'tly fr&m. 
t.A• .15C havir.g a»st.G.tic approach-" witich w.uld be- l!lf'lv.:-.od by facing r~lity dynamicaJ.l,!.', 

Nethi.~ ceul.d b., wronger •nd yl!t ~ so col"'rftCt.. On., s:Urel,y ~t face 
rMlity as •g•l.n•t """"tins old fermulu. One -•urely should ba dynamic, .ahlluld 
an M~ao:ent "" <~g&'n•t standing r .. ted in 6na ep~t. Ono .•hould """ theory as 
·actiVi~ inltead .r •••1ng it ao more applio~tian' wr popu~ori~tiun of what hAs '· 
alrioady blltn w.rked out by thl> founder• or the .... vO!Ilur.t. io/lv. t-.un, de all thaso 
corl"6at gerl.,.aliutians add up to entt big concl'otw er-J.~er? We.ll, for ar.t~ '.thlng, 

. ,, they ·have .. b~or.. WI~· by retorDI1ata f•r ..-h~D\ facing roalil:y meant lOMJid:; b~tl'ilyinl': 
the dial..,U~s. (You'r• o.boolutely right ><h~n Y<•U say that hgra are poopl­
yailr triondn' iiho. ourely, i.re n~ither Sernotoinians. nor ilook-itts-otUl, .. II>INiring 
b;v Jleek en d1Al.oc·tioo and oetting no ceru!ootion botvoo.n what th< Mn oaid on 
phUoiiopi\Y an:! Nhat he'doeo .. in lif•.) · For ~n~th.Or, o.nd more impo,t..nt r.~••n, ,, 
tha roitelut,lJ>n&rie3 WM did 0 bfrlluve" in tho d'IAJ.octic 0 nO\'o>'thelO .. d\dnlt .!:Alee 3 • 
it to ,it,k., tho c!..m..nd on thoiol •• theol'fltioians to bog in •n niiW er~u:><l-tha l1istoning .l;.. 

' pazit:a M"horo thaPr~t:&r~ss,~l wor\) standing~nd the t.heer .. tic .rmre~icing ·llr ~ 
·their own id""o. Thus belt>\ a l'l&rtyr lil<s ~sa Luxemburg allJ a u.ere upL-..nt like 1: 
~ty ~· c~n ~lk ad lnfinitu~ on •vonta~oity, •<orkors 1 control of production, l 
anti-Pal't7 stAnd, -without wer uniting theery and pract,\oa, methodology and !: 
ce.nclt161en (which, n•t accidentally imsofar as the Germ&.tl languaP.:a is CQncarn«i 
mo.i:w alo• SyUogism) .- · 

ilow th~n methodology ·l$. usod an if that were "•nl.r" mothad, that 
-is to eay, a.11tnol11 , "a guirlo" t" actlon without nf!!Ces:Jarlly thl't act!en &nd 
th• cenclusion flowi.ru; feum t.ho oethed. Or 1t in ceunt&l•po!ed to the 11tey"Dt.ica.l" 
Absj'lut• What"eas • to Hogol. it wap.!ht'l 1\bsolut11. And t.o ~A.arJ:, towice a! tor he 
br•k• with tbgfllfs :\bDalUtes, he: retUr"ltrl tn tr=a.n~c:RncJ thlttll Q.nd t.h\1!1 11rotl.in". 
There is net way t.o reselvn wha.t seunds cozorect in tho abt1tr1.ct excopt t• test 
whotn.r it is corroct in thti cenoreto. A glib l<ritor like !l.P.ThoP1psen can writa 
b .. utifully in the abst~ct and thon suddenly slip 1~ •omothing which oouods 
likfl a "jlhercfe~ro11 t.hat !'lUSt. net ho qun:~t.ion..,-1 bflleaua~;~ it, sy"llogi:~tical.ly, 
nows rr.m all the pro:suppositions. and theraln, in t.fttt concr~tte, c.nt.Ain all 
the errors as 1f St.alini81'11 was SU.lin:!.srra ,n1y wht.m i\!'tru.shchav rovealftld Stali.'l 1S 

"cr1111otf11 , or 11prosnnt.ly" it rieesn' t exist, ur 111ll'f!'dntly11 ti'hat wo ooust do to<"1ay 
m.l15t mean ::e bt~Jr.!n frC'IM taday, arYJ n•t fro1'1 t.ho 11past}'. 

In truth, if 1 do ~:nor~ !'ltory-t~,rllina; 11 I d~;~ not cor.vince, ind"nd I 
"ct Ol"Wlll.ll[ b01:au.se I fall to dowtlop what flo one has ov~n dared to de mere 
tt-•n, at most, hint it should bft r~cveloofd, bnt th";~ l-7ont on to !lther r1atter:s. 
Forty ysars and ruore fer R theoretical v~irl 1:1 alt9geth-.r t,e lor-e tct worry 
about p•pularizt.tion. ·,·lhich det'~n•t !'11(lan it shGuldn't~ bo o•pularizud. Or I 
myself sh.Ju.lrln't wr:\tn t'!O)'O simpl,\... J:nrJ it ~nns ,_~;;.n tl-t:a.t YlllU, the youth, 
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'., ... Uit"papulAriu, but yau cust alae f1rat be willing te ·•~rk Vflt:'Y• va:•t hud 
• '-llteli!ICitUI!ll,y, Gnd Mka diati.•ctiano, olua~p •n•• tluat de net talerat .. verr dift<~re:>t. 

· c'uUnk• t• _be ill put intet thn O!:.O hDI:Jpur ~r "the loft, tho independent l•ftn,etc. 

. ·rake, f,•r ""a::!pl.., thf• qu.,.otion Q£ Trotocy ::ot coaJ:r>,.; the subj..,t. It 
iera 1t at i:ll-t~,a,'t simpl-.. ;rrl ;nQst ce.t .. +..ainl;y did :sao the preletarht A& Sl.ibject 
.~ l'8VIIltltl.en, acted an it in th9 ~ctuel ~~velut~on which is wl.:· h~ didn't go into 
guar-rU.t& war a'h.i~t.ont£ of h:l.s dq.y, ,.;nd not t~nl.r when h,. boJran te 1·ig~t St&l.lnie~ 
.fw~h.t- f;r w.rk~'ll: centrel ei" pt"ediK:ti•n• }That he C.:ic!n't caa in pr-~tletariat 
u subJ""t .is •Slf-diiVel•pinr; subject h tho pelnt whoro ho m&if llish to M!SD 
>nrkers 1 et.ate beth an r.ati .. nali~ad proporty and as l'arty<lnd u l .. d~ruh4:. . 
In a w..""<l, wlt..-u tho dual.is!'l inheront in the pr•lota:ut "n<l its 1'va~uard" •=• te th" ~urfac~ which d.:mwldod th.ot hs, as theoretician and as rw.lut.iel.Ar.;r, 
•u&t .ta.t talto tho ael?-d~Vblopin(; :uhjsct as th& truo 1oundAt,,.n !Jut m;,.•t 

thL<t 1~ wh~n RQ becazr;o fhec.i in his th:>ught, static n.t u 
7;:~-~- thsory; til ... ~ r~r•·MintinJ ,.-~ther- th:.'l'tb.or•iic 

net 
3• ths diff'~l"enoe !:>~twe<>n uo is/th.ot I'm :r.ore int~rootod 1.~ ths 1.>-otei<;;rut 

ateYI"al!lent where you hat•o no atta~hrtoat to 1t.@jliih:llfr'.'Wt -having b••n burden.ad. 
b_y it. in y••rr pa:t develePlll'"'t \, but that you thfiik that tho "before" Stalin ouri 
•attw" tlta struggle with Stalk f•r power >"'uld con•.ainthe "real" TrotslcyUin • 

. I· sp0o01fl:c~lly '/i&i111e:ed t.ha eppuitlAino to Tr~tal;yi•:u wh• th•nght the er:-_er in 
that t'!u:ary lay :In "subjactllrl.am•. The ..,.,..r also <licin't lig 1r. the filet .that it 

· .-nal~"th~tr• , . u:Uess by alwa,ys yeu n:un w!utt I m.u.n .by thnrang m"t~elcgy • 
. aut z...,lill_undarst.«! •.a littlo of- di&lectioft as d1.2lact1ca, tha~ J.s.to -~, 11:!1 
, • ..,_ oi>Jaotirlty, its •>m validity, before 1914 as ,'1'rotsky ._nd Lux..,burg and 
Plelc~.:u\ev. , {Draper ati.U 3"~10rs by Plnkhanav and l':ng•l•' FM•lcrbach not ••111 as 
it n•~ at llll has ch.!,ngod in tha -worU since th~ ·turn of. the century bot u 

, it .!;).1' tbe&e ChriJ!l!EI! C&it ecc·ur withcut deat~cnizirt 1111r C~ncmt •f' dif~.Utice_c.r:d 
,, . iii " "" d.....-ndi fr m Ul a ro-st .. tu: .. nt. of it !'ol· .,. ~·) 9ut, as agalnst 

l'l'eta , Jl.<nin """" t o.i'raid ~ admit th.ot 4ll Har:dsto, including hieu..u", dit.ln't 
~ 1'ull,y. undlil'stand tho dl.alw!tic and thoroilni'e reoreanization cust _bsgb with a~r-
.. r111ro;anil:atien. 

Cr,eugh aa a atortfld I 

; 
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I don't renten:bar what ol' tho p .. t cll&pteru I sent .. 3·•u, but I 1lill 
~.mil yell a chapto:- frem \-ley H•P.~l.? ·.'h,y :lowf .tnrl algo ask Olga to sond you 
tho ollLline I hsvo no" nutde fer claoas6 1r. ph .. l.loaopey an<l renlution in the 
hepi· tlal: not enlJ' ,ylOU and 11&:-tln •":U atu:!y it, b•Jt you w'.:U bo willing te 
lui. VII such a ssriaus case ld.th otfiM.a, not allnwiiie the "aatabliehed" lr.adt'l's 
vb.it •ra f!IUp!J'IBod "to_ kn•W mer8n direct it, but you y•uraol.f'o:oJ as ''f!:ltarh.list 
Friands of tho ilagolian D:!Aloct.io"(if not yot as full ~arxi"t-!luDJanists)will 
J'un it ind~pondQIItly, 0, ron SUppoSo .)I'CU can7 ThRt ic to O>.y, .!!£ll 

-. 

T~JU%"5. 

. J 
f 
I 

I 

_/ 

I4oos 


