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Editor<', 
llEiof :tORi> zmnEW OF !lOOKS 

Co::1or Cruise Ollh'ion•s brilliant article (IIYR, 12/21) <loes 
.l!l'.:.ob. botb to corrao!l the 0111!•Bidod pt"asa oovorago <')f: the t~ar;er.ty o!' 
llia1'1'a and to 1Jlldl>l'lll1r.e the epltr1,ous reaaoning by m~ulog!es. lfr. 0' 
b.as t\ll'lled aw~ the blenket. ot abetraction3 aoout "Peda~o.tion• va. 
"B.tJ.kani:atiou 1 "nat!onallam~ VII• 11 txoibal1sm11, and laid bare the 
l<Sl:r Mlllity or Uol'thel'!l allliX"oodor.inated, neo-colonisll3t lligodn · 
wbol'G 110!118 .30.000 Ibos wel'O massacred laat July O.."ld t'lo.'O .t?.ilUon mo:re 
c:!riven back to the Baatura Rc.gion only to bo invaded ;,y c;eneoidal­
t:l!ncled ".P<}clal"fll" tr<'lops seen IU'tel' the Region dec:l:u•od :!. to indop&ndence 
UXldtJr tm nalllO of: tbG Repu.illic or Bill!'ra. Just bol:oro th~:~ t'nll or 
l'ln\.'~!;U I l'&oeivad a lotto? !:rom a !'.t-ienti there whO !'ally omU'it111s 
M;t<. Ol&>ior.'a state111ent that, to1• tile Iboa, t~e choice concerned, no·t .. 
i<!Qol08ioal abatraotions, b~>t a mattur o.r survi v<tl o:r ex'~e:r.-aination. · 

· .. ~ Vr!tel? ot that lottar l:;Qd :lrrays callo.d l:!i:aeolt' a l4arxis~-Hulllan1st • 
. A1:. tho ~..=:;; o.r tba July. 1966 maanao:•e he b.ad baan a t::-ada union o~ 
a:iUde:r in tb.e liiddle :aou, and baral;r o~aaped w'1tb bis Ute, . Thb 
)'O'<ing, lii!Ul in his later twentiaa, tb.C!ugh sn Ibo, hud not previousl;r ' 
lived).n tho Bast Rogion, Yet he m;w ~trll "I ahall nev&l' ll!OVS out• 
side. tiN l3aste:rn Rog:ton so l9ng aa I .live." Thl3 lott<lr is l'flproson­
tative ~t' wha.t had hcum trigoria;a. nationalls:n. 

, . ~~ howvar, muet r-~;r. O'Brien ttirn the t:ragin si tua.tion into 
a virlfuoua one .b;r trann.1'o!Mi.ng tbe !'o:roed col!l!>ulsio:l to secado intc. 
still anatb.e:r abstra.ntion ··"Now tb.at tb.ey (the Ibos) hav~ in va1~ 
tl'Uth t'oi'llled. a nation on their own soil under the prossuras ot' histoey11 

--andpit tlul Ibo "nation• !lgainnt tb.e "mystiqua ot' 1Nigsria11 as .. if: 
Jltserim nationalilllll Has only sometbitlg 'aha !hla ":tnveht<.ld 11 in the 
1950's? - "Tb.G il'(.ony11, wr!.tos M1•. O'Brian, "is tb.at tb.e mystique ot 
I Nigeria' • undor wldoh they a:re now baing orueb.ed1 w.:.s in largo part 
their o~ creati~ The ibos ware once proud to call tbomservoa 
Nigerian nationaliets altb.ough thera was no Nig~rlan nation and al• 
though at that time--some years before :tndopandonca--no ono el2o 
thought in such tormo," 

I<ou, it is trua tllat the !boa uo:re in tho .forefront ot' the 
et:ruggle t'or the 1':roodoN o!' rr!goria !:rom Bx•:l tish ir.Jpol'iuliam, They 
began that stl~&>lo for tha. freedom in the 1930'a, not in tha 1950 1s. 
In tile !:ull tradition of: Ai'rican nationalism which had always boon 
univo:ri!aliut, Nnamdi Azikiwe (Zik), who oart rightly be oallod the 
X'atbo:r or tligozoian nutionalis>~, ut J:il'st condaronod tai•ri torial n•ltion­
alism, lfuetber be propagato<l for IJ:!.sel'iun lndo)londonoo !:rom his 
selt'-e:x:ila in Aoa!'a in 1935, or f:ront Lagos ( 1937 ru1d tho""'"f'Ger i • tho 
spi:rit the.t a:'li:::atod \.loth his aat:i 'tity and tho papors ho 1'ounded W'us 
that tihicb be .fii•at comprobenslo;ro).y expressed 1:-~ 111s book, Ranaaoont 
At'rica--tbe t't•eodo:~ of: tile continent of: Ai'ri<'a t'rom ;::uropoail'COlon­
lall&m, The uniquenoau or M'ricun nationalism <IllS not lost WllOli tb.e 
rocli tios ruld cc!IIPloxi tioo of: tl1e f:rosdo>n s ot•~>e;r;lo made it neoeosary 
to conduct tho actual et!'ug:;les wi tl>in tho "national" boWldr1oae~octed 
'b~' :·leatol'l'l imperialienl. And it did not ohu11r;e !bs oha:ro.ctor when, 
fxoom r.m idea propagated by amall gX'OUpa o!' intell•~atuo.la, .\f~ia•m 
nationalism bocu: :o o. muao l'IO':omunt. '21>io ia oopooiully .1'<•Uo of: lllgoria 
who;;:-o ailt, !:rom tho sta:rt, conoontratod 111s attencion on the multi-



'la•1btll m.tlitr.nt youth' the now gon<n•ation tlle.t, under tho :!.m,oacr.t ot 
ilol'lu liar II• wanted tre.edom ntrlo!", By 1945 a new l'oroe--orge.rdzed 
lsbo~•SW81)t .unto the b.l.sto1•io st!lg!l with a genoral ~tl:'iioo, Ot. ·a:i.l 
tile loa<!a:rs ot fligorie.n llationalism, including ~he Yo1•ubo..:a wao pre­
!'ert•ed "cultural n&tionnlism" and l'Oe,1.onalium, Zik alone oame out in 
allppol"t o!' the ganer.U. Btl'ike., tb.oroby ·impurting a mr~, a pralot.ttr!en 
<}Unl.,.ty to his l!igopian r.e.t1onaliaiil, llo at one" bt>oi3Jll8 a natlona,l. 
haro, . No"dless to /Jil.'fo i.t 'llao not boorl.Ul!!3 ht:> alone or th& Ihos as a 
Wbola "inYI'Ir:t>~d" Nig'l!rian nationnllsm, •rr.e truth 1u botb. leou roat5iaal 
and more p<»'et<i'Ul, 'l'ho al1gn:nor.z With h.bor dboloaod a ne\; unifying 
toroo ir> H!gGrian n&tiono.lism preaent ·within t;hG col?>~inl entity 
called lU.g&ria, 

Although only s. te.;~ Northerners had psrti.,!po.t~d in tho general 
ctll'ike, it "a.s Gila beginning ot a N!geri:m llt\t!:malisl: :oovema;lt in 
the <lortll, orut not led by the eson:.~arva.tives only :!.n ordel' to 9P?OBe 
m!.:U.tant"ScnlthomP nationsl.iel'l, butone 111.:1 by !lorthern militants. It 
vu e.ided in ita >~or.lt b:,r t\le to.ot t11-"t one page . .,f Zik 1 s pu.per was 
~tt4n in aausa. It wae, naturally, not a que3t1on only o~ langu~ge, 
but. c4 tbc mationa.Uam propagated iu that languogo--a :ttationalirm 

· tha1l oppor;cd both Britbh :i.urperialiB'A and tl\91r own ruling class~ It 
ilri tx'l\0 that Nige:rio.n national:!.~~:~~ in thB .llurth nevo1• hnd the maao 
auppol't :l.t bad in tbe South a.nd especially the East. It is t.l"Ue that 
Wb.:in .. tha florth "all ·a whol!!" el!itiraoed nnationlllism" it was . only be­
OIIWJII it wae sure thc.t it was 1'fl.voi:oed by :9r1t111h illiPerialiam to b11' 
tbi& .!"\\lers of .an 111ndopiirid•;·nt" !fige1'1a, and that, on11e in po·.,"r, Z1k 
woi:-lcEid l\a.nd in glove with Balewa. to ·daley" di!I!IlCicr"o~· to the !11dweat1 
to tha Yoruhas. It is not tl'Uf) tbO:t that '·a all there Wf1.S to ll:l.gerian ·· 

· natione.U!DI, One event of my 19621 trip to Nigel"i~ atande out eapt~o-
1ally.1n ilcy- mind--a maas l'ally called by the Uutional 'l,'x>ades Union · 
. Congress,. tao liigerien :touth Congx>afls &nd tb'.l Le.gos Tena..nts oounoil · 
·to· .p;.ooteat tbo sove.-r.numt' o auatal"i t;r budgot, The B!'l13ts.lt!Jr who get . 
. tha biggest apvlnuao wau a Hauoa youth who described theoonditions 
ot lite ·'l.nd labor of the talakawa {peo.cant Dlasseli') in the llorth whol'O 
conditions ware "no diti"e~'tti:>Gn >Jhen we WH'O " oolor>ytt baoause · 
now, "with Zik's balp 11 the atr<mglehcld or "our emira 11 ovt>t• tho 
tclokawa is anointed as 11nationalis:u11 , "What wo noad"• he ooncluded, 
11!a a real l'OVoluti-:>n, He nood to got rid o!' the scoundrels in 
P:u•llA111Cnt." 

It is tl"\lil that, along >lith 'I: he "new" roili taey junta in Lagos 
{t-zho now got e.id also i'x>om Russia) British impo1•ialiel1l wmts lligeria 
!nl:act f:or >rhat. 1-l:lr:t in his day called "order mong<Jl'ir.g11 pUl'pOBI.'So 
It is- not true thiit neo-ooloniali<m c1n<>rgod out of: !ligerian national­
is.'ll, The trutb. is that b)" the 1950• a the ColJ. \Jar had I'<!H!<>hed the 
shol'Eis of Africa and tha global coni'lict between the two nucle<tr 
titans atfeotad drasticall;r tho oh"l'acter not only of' Uiserian nation­
a)-ism but the whole o:f Ai'••ictlll nationalism, U;> to tlle t11't:!.tls, even 
when a 1'oundor :ti!ce Zilt mo'7ed auay trom the hi~h point 1'1.1 ached in 
191~5-48 .md began to play· ths fjame o1' nationnl:!.B:.t aooording to tho 
x>Ulc.s a<>t bi Dritish 1mpol."1al1sm, this did not a:<r,,.,t ;;;,., Z:l.1:1at ;;cutb. 
movelllant which cont1nuod to i'Unct: -n without him, Indsod the rovolu­
tiono.cy activity a.t first intens11'iod so thai; when the Zi!tbt move­
mont was banned by B>•itiall 1t-1pe1•ia.lis:n, it simply t•onamad itself: the 
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ll'l>e"dOIII Movement and uont!nu.,d Hs a lll'Ugt;;le agP.f.nat n al.l .toms or 
ilap.ana.lia &r•d ::o'Z' the Gllilabli elllnent or. a .t"ree sop !QUat Republlo 
IJ~ Y1g!u•1a.. figb.ti.'lg 1n IU1d. -:mt of P:l.l'liw:~&nt, em)1loy.tue; non•viol<tnt 
l'C.YOlutii~ tc.r.t1os," 

a,. the end or the 19$0' a, on the otho1• hand, tho pull or. tbG 
obJeotiv~ .t"oroas (both ~!' tho vc~tex or tno wo~ld mark~t and the new 
Gt~~ ot iupevialist atrusgla.r.c~ world maatc~ poli~ioall~) ba~wme 
1rrea1Atlbl9 to ~ho uational!at leaders Who ~vsd away !:rom d5pon­
do~o~ on tbs spont~e1ty, the soll:•aot!vit:r of the ma~ses t~at UQd 
~~&adn P011t1aal 11"..dopt>n&moe a :t'Gal1ty, ana, 1nsteacl, b6gun ~abos!Il8 
aide.~-."tbG ZaetH or"the Weat"-·aM a substitute for the deopenino of 
the!· bh;i.ctiZ1 Revo.lull!on. Undev tlle c1reU"l.StiU1Gss, to c1.at .. the IJIC)?3 .. 
lll&n.t .. rrn:o Mige.l'!.iin !ndepolt~noe to the FJ..t't.1es 1s not on.l;r an hio~~tol'ioal 

• $.n&t1~1it but~. W'<lat 1a l:al' wol's~ 1 u linda Uli to the~ bhtoriee.l · · 
· a1.-41111,l~ between llbs irul.llpendonoe lliOvement"Aao P.oason" and its ·. ·· 
. Hi:;o!!e.trl:ion 1\tto sto.to pow:!r1 .en<! tbsN'bJ' >1ekea 1t :l.mpos~Zob le to 
'dftil an:r ·lelinona .t'rom b1ato:v,r !'or today, wbiob w .. a, l'lghtly, 1-flo. o•~::o·LIIIE~.' 
pl~(!O®pe.ti(!l't. . . 

I,. ,·: - ., 

.. ·'I'hare hall alWQfi baen a dualism 1n "thn prBssure: or !11etOI7" ., 
an4, 11; ·w1u· not del t;., oovar up th!a dilaliBn!' •11 t'!l pbrliaes lik& uin vel'y · 

. /bzi'Lltih
2

c•Qild::"cln •thab own sou.• . In <'Omin;>: !lo tbs s\lpport or Bi..t'l"a;... 
luld •w~ld 'op1n1Gn lll\lst bo oobili::ed to atop tbs elaughtel' and tbll 

';·ofriottrig oi'- tile IbQa 'in 'the n!UJID oi' a rion•t>ld.Gtont ~lligerion nation" t · 
, $.u .the nQ!II8 .. o:t "ox-d"l' mqer!ngn-latta not, tol' banven•s sake~ ·ale .. 
viLtlt' the new nation ot' Bia1'1·o. to where we fo:!'e:et that ;1. t :l.s a ret!;'a<~.t.~ 
a !:18ocasar;r• ·o.n 1mpol'at1vo retx-oat, but a r<>~roat n~ve:l'tllelsl!!lt and; 

.not. a viato:v,r !:ol' A1'r1o1Ul nat1ona;!.1am•. 1'o!' thR At'l'ioan f!evolutior. 
~~t . remG.ine unf'1n1abed~ · 

Detro1 t, lUob. 
DGoembel' 191 1967 

1400{) 


