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Coaor Crulae O0'Brieon's brilliant artiele (YR, 12/21) does
wush both t¢ correst the cnswsided pross coverage of the traredy of
Bletra and o undermine the zpurious reasoniag by anulogies. lir, 9'Bpris
btas hurned away the bleaket of abstractions absut "Federation” va,
"Balkanization¥, *nationalism? ve. "tribalisa”, and laid bare the
ugly mality of lopthem amiredominated, neo-ocolonislist Nigeria
wheore some 30,0C0 Ibes wers magaacred last July and two million more
ariven back te the Baaturn Reglon only to be invaded by pgenecidal- o
minded "Pedoral® troops ssen arter the Reglun declarod ita independence
undsr the naune of the Rapubhllo of ufre, Just befare the fall of '
Envgu I pasgeivad a latter from a friend there who fully confirms
Kr, O'Brion'as statement that, for the Ibus, the cholos concexned, not
_ddrologloal auatrastions, but a mattor of survival or extermination, L
-The. tor of that leotter imd :tways oalled eluesclf a Marxist~Humenist,
. 8% the tims of the July. 1966 maaszore he had been & trade uhion owre .
Zaalser In the Middle Boli, and baroly escaped with his life, . This
oung. man in his laber twentles, theugh an Ibo, had not previcusly -
~dived Ain the Bsst Region. Yet he new wwrote: "I ghall never move ouitw
side cvhe Bastern Reglon so long as I live,” Thiz lottor Is rspresonw
tative of what had heen NHigeriaa nationalisn, - .

.., - Why, howsver, must Mp, OtBrion tirn the traglo situation into
a virtuous one by tranaformdng the forced comnulsion to secedo into
still another abstraction -~"Now that they (the Ihos) have in very
Sruth formed a nation on thedir owy s0ll under the pressures of history!
oegndplt tas Ibo Pnetion" against the "mystiqus of tNigeria" as Af
Nigerian nationalism was only something the Ihls "inveutsd" in the
1950%87 - "The Liwvany", writes My, O'Srien, "is that the wyatigie of
tEigerial?, undor widch they are now being crushed, was in lavge part
- thair own orcation, The ibos were once proud to oall themselveoa
Migerian natlonalists alvhough thers was no Nligerian nation and elw
though at theb time~-gome years before Iindopendence--no ons elus
thought in such terms,"

Hou, 1t i3 true that the Ibos wore in tho forelfront of the
atruggle for the froodom of Nigeria from British inporiasliam, They
began that strugple for tho Ureedom in the 1930's, not in the 1950'a,
In the full tradition of African nationalism whicn had slways been
univorsalist, MNnamdi Azikive (Zik), who can rightly be oallod the .
Tabher of Nigerian netionalism, at Lfirst condermod territoriai natione
alism, Whether he propagated ror Higerinn independenco from his
self=oxils in Acecra in 1935, or from Lagos (1937 ond thoereafier), tho
aplelt that animated bLoin his activity and the papors ho r'ounded was
that wklch he firat comprehensively expressed In his boolt, Henazcent
Africa=-~the fraedoa of the continont of Africa from iuropean eolonw
TaZZem, The uniquenoas of African nationalism was znot lost when the
roelltios and comploxiiies of the freadom s:rugrlo made it necessary
tn conduect the actual atrugzles within the “national" boundrieserccted
by Weatorn 1mporialism, And it did not chunge %hs character when,
Irom an idoa propagated by amall groups ef intellectuals, ifrican
natinsnalism vecnie a muse movoment, This 1a eppecially teue of Hlipgoria
whoero Zik, from tho gstart, consentrated his attention on the multie-
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trilal milltant "youd;h‘.l the new goneratlon thet, undor the impact of
#World Uar 11, wented "freedow now", By 1945 a new rorse~-organized
labopesgwopt unto the historie staga with a genoral striiw, Of all
tne loaders of ilgerian natlonailam, including the Yorubasz woo pro-
farrved "ouliural nationalism" and reglonalism, “Zik alone came out in
support of the geueral astrlis, therevy lmpapting a new, a proletarisn
quality o his lMgoplan nailonslisn. iHo at once bucame a natlonal
kero, . Newdloss %9 say, it was not becauza ho alone or the Ihos as a
wholo “invented" Nigevian nationailsm, The truth is both Jesuy magical
and more poweriul, Tho aligrnment with lsbor disclused a new unifying
foroe ir Rigerian naoiionaliam prezent wituin tha gelonial entity
srlled Nigeria, _

Although only & few Northerners had peritielpated in the general
obrike, 1t ras tho beglnnlng of a Nigerlaza nationalist movemunt in ‘i
the North, one not led by the comzarvabtivea only in ordor to gppose
mi M fant"Scutharn® natlonsliem, butone led by Horthorn militenta., It
was slded in its work by ths faet that obne page »f Zikls paper was
writtsn In Dausze, I% was, neturally, not a jquastion c¢nly of language,
‘but of tho mationallsn propagated in that languago~-a aablonslisn
"thal opposcd both Britiah imperislism and thelr cwn ruling olsss: It
ie tive that Nigerilsn nationalism In the North novor had the mass

-gupport it bad Iin the Southk and especlally the Esat, It 1s true thatb
whan the Horth "as a whole® enbraced "nationaliam® it was only be- |
ogude 1% wae supre thot it was fovored by Brlitish imperianlism. to be’

" thie miulers of an "independsnt® Nigeria, and that, onge in power, Zik
worked hand in glove with Balewa to ‘deny demoornocy to the Mldwest, i
to the Yorubas. It i3 not true tbat that 34s all thore was to Wigerian- :
‘natienaliam, One everit of my 1962, trip te Nigeria stands out easpeo- . ~
1ally in my nind--a masa rally calied by the Hutional Frades Union
Congresa,; tue Higerian Youth Congress and fke Legos Tenants counoll
“to-protest the govarnment:'s austarlty budgets The apsaler who get
the bipgest applouse wag a Hausa youth who described thooonditions
of life and lubor of the talakaws (peacant masses) in the North whore
sonditicns wore "no different than when we were u aclony™ bacause
now, ‘Sith Zik's belp" the strangleoheld of “our emiya® over the
tolakawa is anointed as "nationalisa®, “What we nesd", he concluded,

5 a real revolution, e need to got rid of the scoundrels in
Parliament," '

It is btruo that, along with the "new" military junta in Lagoa
{who now got aild also from Russia) British imporialism wants Nigerda
intagt for what Marx in hiz day called "order mongering' purposes,
It ia not true that nec=-colonialisnm omerged out of iligorian nationale
iam, The truth is that by the 19501s tho Cold War had rezched the
shores of ifrice and the global conflioct bLetween the two nuslear
titans af'fested drastically the churacter ot only of Nigerian nation-
a}iam but the whole of Afrlican nabionalism, Up to tle fiftles, even
whern g founder like Zik moved awvay from the high point reached in
1945-48 and began to play the game of natlonaliam according to the
rules seb by British imporlalism, this did not aflfoct the Ziklab youth
movement which continued to funet!-n wilthout him, Indsod the revolue
tionary activity ot first Intensificd seo that when the Zilkist movew
ment wos bannod by British imperialism, it simply renamed lisolfl the
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. Preocdom Movemsnt and vontinusd 1ts sirugile agetnst "all forrs of
aydalinm and lfor the establiahment of g free soclallsat Republle
oF Higerla, fighting in angd eus of parliament, suploying non-violang

ravolutionary tocticm,

. Dy ‘the end of the 195013, on the othes haad, the pull of the
objootivo forees (both of he vertex of Ltho wordd markst snd the naw
stage of iluperialist struggie. for world mastery politically) Ladame
irreaintible Go ths nationallat lesaders who moved auay from depone
doom on the spontaneity, the solfenotivity of the masvson that hnd
Radsn politiaal indepondsrioe a reality, end, luastead, bagun "chosing
aides”s="thz Tagt" or''the West"eean o substitute for tha deepening of
the' Afpicen Revolution, Undey the clreumstancas, to date the movse g
wonut fer HMigerisn independense o the Fifties ig aot only an historieal
- dnaseuracy, vut, what is Lar woras, v linds us to the historical
- Adatinghioe batween the indopendonas movement"is Roason" end 1%a i
" - Potvescion 1a%o 3Loto powsr, and theraby malkea 1% Imposuob le to. L
. - dFse any "lessong from bistory for-noday, which was, rightly, ¥r. O'Baiex'}
.. precooupation, - o i

B

PR 'J.‘k:.am has rlways boen a dlmiiam in "the prassurez of hi"atdr;f"ﬂ._r;
“and Ak will not do to aovar up this dualism vith phrascs 1ike in very

“brugh® ‘and’ . "on ‘thelr own goll,”  In soming vo the support.of Biafrass
L 8nd werld ‘opindon must b6 nobilized to stop the alaughter and the
“roouing of the Ibas in the nams of o non=sxistont "Migerion nation”,
A1 the nome. of Ygpdap mongering™--lot?s not, for haaven's snke, alew
“vave the new natlon of Biafra fo where we forget that it 1s a retroaty, -
- @& neagasayy, an imporative retroat, but s roireat neversheleas, and
1ot 8 viotory for Afrdiocan natlonalism, tor the Afridan Kevolution
Fhat remains unfinighsd, .

Datroit, Hliosh, nya Duneyevalays -
Decomber 19, 1967




