Mareh 13, 1967

To the Datreit lews & Lattere Committee]
Daar Friendst

Ingtead of walking for tlhe rxeguisr meeting night snd talking with you
eoll-ctinly, I want to address jou by wail, individually, in order to discuss
with wu the vory unumel aature of the theoreiical conference we arz plagning for
Sgg_ty_!,,_!uch 19 s 2 PM, which would laat through €o about 7 P, with a break for
sanduiches which wa wiil zerve right there. '

Evaryom who is » Morxlat~Humanism knowr that we conulder working
penple not only to be the mot.lve foree of history, but also the sovyce of all theary,

The r#u 1s that News & Letiers considers thst the "source" must become
the "subjec:”, that is to say, the actual shaper of theory.

‘Before 1960 and the Afxican Revoluticns, the Nagro Revolution in the
Uniscd Sotes, the yauth reévelts in Japan as well as in Berkaley, the Humanist trends
tn Biastarn Burupe, this gosl of uniting throry and practice cis just a goals I am
- nyin; ‘this wich-full avarenass of the fect that we cortainly didn’t sce as if it
a1, inytead of tha actual pygsties, The whole mettoed by which wo wrote
Mﬁle' d’ s proef that we did consider noz oniy our members, but also
ouT SYRDat, !aci's,n MEF itgelf phraws:r ft, “oowuuthors of the book",
L Nmrclalees, I:he theory was so. ﬂm .overvhelmingly concerned with
02‘?!'6 1in mduel:ion that the sowcalled striéily philosopale parts in ‘velatlonship
Bagel ‘wsra @ vory small portion of it, This is #ntirely réveraed with the new
“bbak,. and espeeially so in the paxt called "Why Hegel, Why Now?® which is the
snbjcct for discusslon at, . out ccnhreac-.

: I, therefore, we are to establish scmething so new Lhat was lmpcuible
(bgoauu of tha ditferemte in the nature of the objactive epoch in which Marx and
Lanin lived) for the founder of the Humanism of Merxism to carry through, then, in
turn, we must show our sariocusmess and actual acr.lnn by our apprcach to this cone
fergace, Whst I%m tryfing to say is that it is neczasary to bz prepared for it
hoigh by: reading a3 much as possible befora we meet, and by making sure as to our
nbil!,ty to. plrt!eipate fully in tha actual working out Wt of our phuoaophy by not

Butez Eired that dsy

S0, lf you're going to leve & very hot time the Ssturday before, make
sure you get encugh slesp Sunday morring before you come to the conference. Also
if you bring any frieands with you, they must know that it isn®t just an ordinary
meeting =~ ond if they are serious about id=as, the ideag of freedom that will
mégke all the differeace in the struggle for freadom, then thay slco must be willing
to break with the cupitslistic managerial type of cind (if mind you can call it)
that thinks only the educated do the thinking and the reading, and the allegedly
unaducated do the listening, T1f we are truly to shape history this attitude must
be done away with and the sympathizers should know thet this is one of our goals,

I will have an opportunity tc see you, now that I'm back, at the
meiling this Thuzsday night, and we can then talk informaliy about any of the
problems that arise in your mimd, both in relationship to the cenference and in
reiationship to the book as a whole,

There will also be, as you no doubt know, a public meeting on China on
the lact day before I ieave for my tour ~~ Thuraday, March 30, For thoss you have
in mind to invite to that meeting you should discuss the conference that will precede

it us well as the Thursday, Merch i) meeting, which we are again propasing be one
jointly with the REB, Looking forward to seeing you all, .
- Jeur oz 13956




