“oct 21,1966

'-..

- Dear Friends:

* Ever since I got that remarksble letter from East hnépa I'begaato. .

realizg that I had underestimated the intornational symposium, SOGI&LIS'I\HWEH. .
That is to say, at first I thougnt that they ware too Msbstraot®y those mipln
- on Homandsm from Bast Bwropaan cowntries did not oriticise thelr own cewmtries, e !, '
Sinas theny however, I bave reeiized that this wme the ouly vay ﬂ um f :
ave gottea published, and it we their uny of soeing uhether te
roz. the West would understand, and vould begin a dialogue with thom, This
‘Sust what I.em in the proocss of doing, and for that as well as other rauon.s.

would Like to wge both the friends and sympathizsere to get & copy how that

s in paperheck and we gan gst it Tor you at 208 off. (You would have to pey
$1.50 4in advanco to us, hovever,)

-Toward that end, I would 1ike to oall to your attention gome of
the articles that I considie szpecially valuable, We will begin with the caly
ona from Afyica, when T have previscusly oftm quoted, but this tize I wish to
quoto from the article in the cywposium bacausa, being = post, some of his ux.
pressions state beautifylly what we moy state prosiically; "Marxts originelity
is thot stertirz froa puwrely metericlistio postulatec, he arrives at 4 vision

. -of man-thet yleids, nuither in truth zor in depth, to that of the gratest
phﬂon;ﬂ:m."(p.éz) ffor Macx, ran is essentially a it (Be58)
“Bayong the saoncmSo Yappearances,? it (Marx!z thought)
reelity that causes them, For the faotml view of things, Merx substitutes &
profound 4nsight into hwuan needs. Hig i6 & new hussnism, new because It 43

__.ms.ta-"(p-ﬁ)

0f the mgoshv weiters, I considerod DaniloBejovic most "political"
in the amo that he oritioives Stalinism and Meodsm quite specifically, and
Mihallo Markovio most sxolting because he is the oily one who does nat ditide
Hegalian dialectics from Marxian humanism, but, on the contrary, sitatesigiset
thit "Marx!s dislectlo iz inseparable froz Lis humanism.,,What Marx discovered
in Hegal's Phenmnenology of rawnined the essentisl foture of his metkod,
Dialoctic is primarily 4 mebthod of criticism,,.Marx’s main critique of previous
forms of materialism vas thelr lack of dimlootic,..™(p.85) Nor iz he afraid .
to talk of ontology, epistemology and logio: "A humanist ontolegy is & phﬂoscphiml\ a

sxcewkx theory of ths cbiects of the hwran world,..A humanist spistemolegy is a
theory of human .‘amﬂ.edga. Logic should not be redused to the investigation of
arzot, purely formelised schezata of thinking,..!'(p.84

The Crachoslovak writers do more than the others in relating humanism
to axistentialism and other forms of modern thought as strioct piallosophy. Resd
upooinllv the contributions by Earel Xosik and Milan Prucha, I should also
like to caldl attention to ¢hs new non-Marxist philoscphers in West Germany whe
nevsrthalcss are stuly Merximi, most sympathstically, Read oapecislly Iring
Fetacher?s "Harx's Coacrotiration of tha Concent of Fresdanm; "Never did Marx *
soe in the more mawtery-ol-mnover-nntire the meening of historp_and the essence |
of liberation to which sociaiism suummons, One may almosi cite the bihlical phrase:
'Por what is man profited, if he shall gain the whole world and 2ose his oun soul?t
enss It his works of the 18408 and 16508 ..Msrx left us detailed information
about this conrote yxu freoe man who, in his individusl work, in his individual
relations, hus become spscisz-assence,’....Only when he is liberated from the
tidiocy? of lifelong fixation to a trade, and from the slavery of wage labor;
will such all.round appropriation of epecicslife by the indiridusl be possible,
(P-z?oi 26&'7)

Now then I also believe we may be able to interest those who are not
yoet interested in NEAS & 1ETTERS Comiittees to become interested through smch
symposia vwhere thay both ses other viows of Marx's Humanlsm and see 1t, above
all, not only as idea, but as_movement, So Yh,xrgot plan an education on that book?
- oS rRaya




