RES MINUTES OF NOVEWGER 29, 1964
{Speclal Ney. on Ppilosophic Problems of ths Nn Bogk)

Mresants All

. lnya sald that, besidus the form of premontarion bolng difforant here And
Bumpmaes 2t tis lecal miwting, she wants also to strassl I- the backzround cof *3) to *56)
sints wa E’!nt “broke™ the Absoluts Idee; 1I- mantion ona totally new thing of wkich she 1is
not yat sure simos ske b only now werked it ouc, &énd that is phr.lng Trovakyism philonuph-
fcally, and not just psliticaily:

I=- the vrsakthrough in '53 meant, chisfly, two things:t a-that
thare vap & movent froe practice to theory as well & vice vairca, and bethe Legalica ex-
pragsioni"tie ssif-daterminntion in vaich alons tha Idas {n, is to hwar itsaif spesk,” as
applicd to lictening both to workire, and tha macses Irom the underdevcloped countrias. Thass
tux> slexunis wirs i foundation for tha structdre eof KAF im 1936-57., Hovavur, as coniracted
to tko pavied afver Stalin®s diath, but befare the Juns 17 Kast Cermas rewveit, tha besk
written alesr the Eungezrisa Nevelution, but before the Africsn year, had a cantrsl naw poiat,
that in te scy tho Kuseniss of Mesrvlsn. Eowewer, whan wa spoke abaut going te the concreta,
not as a histaric mwome:t from prageica, but as the sctusl, we left it quite loose, that 1s
ta so5n, w pyitisned alcaents lize che Little Rock a=d the wildoets ond the need £ar & unity
¢ thsory and practice, bkuc that's all.Bt wes & chailengs we hopad would 30 wet, but none
others, isast.of all Amsgicen §ntelleéctualy, Ten to mect the challerge.

' ' In 1960-61 wy did make

cryerol corncretisatiouns, in the pamphlats, on the Afrc-A-fan Rev'n, sud #n the Freedem Ridas,
o8 vall es Vorkars Fattle Automstion. . Nwavar, wien philezephicelly we tried to do the entire:
“comientration 3f the Abwolute ides chopter on the single paragrsph which dealt with wver-
ceming tha opsorition batwsen Motion ond Reality reniding in “subjectivity alone® , and
undortock the Africen trip te, so to speak, find the naw subject, we Zound thet roslity
vas wuch more complex ond thet thers werc nugative ns wvell os poddtiva developments io Africa
especially irsofay as tha pull of the state-capitalist world was concerci@. (in this case

" negetive iz uscd in the ordinsry cerse, snd rot in the sense of the striccly Hegelian con-
cspt of magativity, as cthe mest zevolutionsry factor for negating the status quo,) HNow '
vith tha nav deveiopzsnta in Jepan In 1962, vhare nlatlom wers astsblisked snd the trnn-la

new atua of rclationship between theoxry and practice, not marely in the undardeveloped
countrica, But In the davstoped countrics sucir as Jopan, eopecislly nines this hed the addad
advantoge of (a) baing East inscead of Wesk, (b) befng colored instesd of white, (c) they
an tiheir owm having cove to lock st the philasophicd Seundationsof Merxism, snd not just
“the 2conomic-peliticsl, and finaily (d) the Zfact that the Negre G.I. had & certain experi-
ence in Japsn that wvouid in turn Nelp uc in developing oll the ramificstions of the Nagro
quabtion kara. It was the yssr, morsover, of another typs of concracizstion, the ACOT,

II- Trotskylss, not anly ss wao des:t with it in one of the manuscripts of
Trotsky 8o Theoreticédn , but aa It sppesared to the Jepanese friends, vio found themselves
suddenly confronted with the fact thnt chelr breskaway from Cocmsunism, ard other Zangakuren
breaksuay from Cosmunizm but without having resched the statz-capltalict position, was
suddsnly bzing challenged by the Trotskylats vho tried to win leadership of sil the Lafc,
1t is this which cont sw to what I said wea tutslly new, #nd that is placing L.T. philo-
sophically on the plass of Jacabl sk Hegel anslyzes it In ths Third Attitude to Chiectlivity
in the Encyclopadia, At this soment I'm veady only o refar you to the paragraphas 63,
76 snd 77. (Rays actuslly went into a groat desl more, Lut sincd ohe did no: Zeel she had
wevked it out sufficlantly to be pinned doam to that {razework, we ars not recnrding it hnru.)

With both these in mind, we must look et the ~hasclute Ides not ag an solntad
chapter, but ar & part ¢f tha eantire Doctrine of the Nokion, And in this respect, IZMERY
its beat axpression remains the monner in which I wrote it up, especislly pp, 3 and & to
H4, Oce. 27, 1964, S5he vresd thls snd expanded on come of tha 1dess.

Discuasion: Olgs said shz waa glad to mee the duvelopment of why we hava to atteck Trotekyg
ism philosophically, since she reclly failed co sees vhy it vas neceasary te do so politically.
1€ it ugre biaed on Influence, Chen it wvould be more important te cake a chapter out on
Sertre, who does influence th? youth not only of France, but here ag well, She said she had
reresad the vartous outlines of the sajor workz of Hegel that R:ya had done in 1960-6), snd
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aloe “the watusl chapte: walicu wes (Alisd Tart 1V BR -=The Dyrlectic of Lijberaties® -«
viich Rays had dous 3t the tims. I8 ane raanect 12 is funtastic, snd ve unuld hava to
bleux cursglwas for 83, that a3 f2r buck as &) she bad writtan cctual cheprers of the boek,’
whivtan cew ohe is kack Lo corrsspgndence. Wovaver, after listing ail that vo bad done in
thiz muics, she yealiuad 1t could uct be only » subjencive rezscng and that chjectively
thevalora, ¢ky wreason fer not progeadirg with tha beok would lSve been everything frem thae
Cuba erisis threugh the sppoerence 2f Japun. I'am not ouze I uedaratand cli the queations
wonv 7aised with ¢tha Doctvias of 2he Motlen -- I hawe trouble sven hasping straight sll the
uatsgnriss, perticularly the Universal, Parciculsr snd Individuati,. Newwvez; the serics of -
disgunatens the XEB bad in 61 doss meus ¢lasr the wajlor polnts thut concern us ip ¢he raw
boski legubjectivizy absegxbing objsctivity; I. Jiscontinuous devclopssnt copsciaily ns it
Tolavad ko the undtrdsvelepcd countriesg 3- ™ite gwn orber® Loth a3 Lk appsavs subjectively
f.e. greapings, e2d aa we reo It in Caplipl by the new view we have of the chaptex of
Primitiva Acoumalstion of Casitel. What state-cipiesliow was in the 1950%s, thke Aboolute

ldes fn I95), Sweonise in 1657, we now appineczh the now begimainge which wokeu me aspaclslly b

cucited bicause 1 romacher thet It s7as only & veeks cfter the Abzolute Ides was tackled by
Kays that the Euxt Gervmn Riwolt ozclred, so Itw veaily lnoking forward to greez things,

but I kave a lot of quasitions to sek. ( She ralscd the quastion cf cecond negatlce, of the
atoge i whigk che diregt cation emvemsnt of tha N-gro vewnlution (a Kruly st ¢be covosrozdc
wow, and the quaccion of hath the categsries in the Nation, and ihoes in Capitel.)

Laul streasad the importance of anelyzing something evewn vkrn it's only &
footrota to histovy aa Trotehyisx io. Yor evmmpla, the Slancuists and Proudhonists cf
Hexx's Cims aye Just that, snd yse Havu'spomds a grosk desi of ¢ims on it. Tho sade thing
' t8 tvue of Tratsky, wvhe kap: rapesting the question of the Purmanent Rev'n #c o @totecent

of Zuith thar 2ho proletsriit would reorgsnize scniety, rathar thaa sx a theory which wuld

constantly kecoag emriched by the sctusi events. He queationed, however, whether tha
-moveoant &f evysslvoe lakuean 80 « 83, and now codld philcaophically mean & step back since
wve desit i the errlier period codesty with rthe AT 1stelf vihazass now ve sre golng back
to the Doatring of ths Hotlcn. He #8314 timt in one reepect he walcoced sverything, and
_erpecislly so plasing L.T. philosophicelly with Jecobl as the naeded confrontatien with
our ovm role, Tha wvhole question thaet Rays waised sbout the fect that Ly the tima the book
would be finisbad, no lues thon hwif a century would hsve elspaed since the Suesten Rev'n
viiich by no maans cae B¢ cenaddered a trensitory moment, 18 centril. /psop the need Co
snsour B who thinks thet "irv sbaance of Jesonstrable ageatc™ there 15 no wry that theory
and practica cen saet. Wa chink the exset opposite. -

John poisted tu the fask thet only one single theoveticelyf position over
became dominsnt in the Trotshylist movemsnt, snd that was soclalism in oanz country. Thers
vas & half«hearced attempr, #% the time pffighting Burnbam reine thz question of Jislece
£ical matarialiswm, but surély the woy Cannon cerried this t gh vss not very sariqud. In
faoot, what Trotsky esid about tbe sochsl¥emocracy, really chavsctorfizss him: thet all
policice ez besn reduced to the "sxeil coin ol concrete questinna”, Tyis zlone shous how
vary 81fteratt we &re Crox Trotojysiss and hov nacesssry at the weme tise it io to have
¢one with 1t in the vey that others uadaratend this.

Denby stresned two clements that were occuring in his abop thot he felt had
& graat dsel %o do with piitlocophy, thouzh he cnuld by no masns state it in Hegeléon
dategories,. Thase ore ths sttituda of thes wvorkers tiuat theze will nevar bs an ond to the
grisis of the Congo uo long ax Selgiuw is "ot throun out of ther: wasot and brunch. Tpe
other 16 that tha Hagroas in the shop - many, asny new ores were hired -- simply disre —
gerdad ks osiabliahad unien Reutiarice leadeyebip, #ncluding its Uncle# Yowdn, and
cpposed thex on the vote for steuards, winning in esch ceze quite handily. “Both these
things caon that they cre rulcing quicte indeuntent quastions, having indepsndent stti-
tudes, and acting on theae,

Johnny said that it aasy snough to understand Hegei whan you read Reyn
on Hagel. Unfortunatsly owoe he gets swsy from chet he doesn't Kiud thiat he can handle
thase categordes in the wvay that would maka things clesrer, [ﬁphar for the proletarint or
himealf. Tha question tharsfore of uvhy philosophy has to be dealt with from many differant
nspacts unti] % finully & (it appedra as neceassry to the mmsses 4s {t is to us. 13908
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1naz yaisad two. qmnr.lom. whather .we could do sosathing ectually

ta etop the laaderchip of the civil righkts soveswat froo putting & brske oo the Frawdem
moveersdt by divesting it to oiwple poligivel quastions, Sie felt that & we had hod
farthar discussiocsef tia zootfiom in ALOT om why tmeriallizc needad racl yc n.taht o
-able to work Riis eut orw, IR fust oory of sTared har wian she cav ove

FOT & ronsatus of its awa, tiwre wers durodrsts to put brakes ou 1%, so that mc isllu
there sgems to b2 & quasion about whatiwr we can halp change thr courae of history.

The swooud quaatios veiated to the African trip wnd our srslysis ofChs ons-party stata,
5hy styeussd Yhat ahe Cossa’t wesn to 3ay thet thare have besn only rsgetive developsants,
'z ol doss feel cha uzpensy of tia enity for thoory amd practics nrw, to such an extent
. that ok wants %o koow curwmie (5 ths stress on philosephy ond nzed to huve tha msasas

Asacp that.
b5 Louise asid tust gven thouzh she £ o have tha philesophic lsaguage she
doss fasl that ve grisy ths philescphic cst » OVEn vakre wa have ot n: lasgned
the lspsusgt. 2ha said hoxaver thot two quosticns eoncmnd ber most; ore, the point that
Raya raisad ot tba lcosl when 2lgs prewcnted the Perapective Renort, and Reyioald that shen
tha old astogorris don’2 uerk, thet?s vwhin wou aust return to philossphy to 2ind mew coted
RTI9E o~ vhat RANGNEDTE oxv the cetegayies thet don’t vork now?! Secondly. en the question
-of Tretskyisn and tha third attitutie to objectivity «- doss that have o relatiomship to the
matter rofaed at che m&:lm that corract molitlcs #re not encugh, m has %o have @
taotal ““o :
#nady seld thor ha bad gona back to ;rawle with Hegsl h.mnlf. but cersainly
& lot m-a eeeda to ba done, ond hd wiuld rether desl with vhat be does understand. For awe-
thing the qusstien of the power of veaction ik 80 great in this country tbet we aust do two
:hsnas at omoe, alwaye look at the subjactivity of the measss, and act think chat we con £i11
cur ainda with jut categorier, and tuo %o recognize thet svan if such o legeiisn Maxxist ap
B4 in con ssy such nonsease ap obientivity chsorbing subjsctivity, instead of vev. , o8 AL
tha =againe could zoally mallov up the perzon, thot mabes 511 the sore necesssry for ue to
follew the claza strugsls in this country, cepscielly since Autometion. The frageenistion
the workez §s rot £ mschowatical prodblem snd his subjectivity in dealing with day-to-day
raniity éovs aliow tha direction that thfe sctivity will cake and that will halp us in seving
that the catageriss or rotion dods corraspand to e reslity thst 1o not ourelde the working
‘cleas. ' Ba felt elso that » great daal of the snawer ilea in Che trip to Jagas hbocouse
thara wo doal with friends vho sye confronZed with tha seme problems we arxe confronted with,
in & couniyy that has sven zore contradictions than ve facs, Opce we do look hath at the
s81f zativity of the massas and the probleme confronting our people in Japsn and in Sgotlenmy,
then the pbllesophic ansvers will coew to us in a way that will enrich cur thanry.

Rays made a ahort enewer. uomer. because 1t is still all in thwo informal
stage and sha did not wish to give & "finishad" look to this, it 1s wnot hore reccrdad,

Copd and Welfara.

Macting convenad st 6PM, sdjourned at 9 PN
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