Oatober 6, 1984

Dm HKormani

Alttiough yowr "Dear Marxisi-Humanisis® letter of Auguet 23 was hot & parsomal
lntt‘-or %0 @8, X rhomld 1iks to reaply to 4%, I do not intend, however, nlther ts
53595 45 & $cp Yooss uct of the vord ¥ cowmtter-remlallicmery” ag you ds, much less
tm i:m vith gush an sdjectival asceulé as your "sompulelvo, lypoerd .icnl. Goge
matloy, * ' Tnstesd I wigh 4o limint ayesif to what I eonsider the two fuadzmeni-l
poinSsy the made of produation, on tho one nand, and a thilosophy for the §0%s on
the other,

Fot bessuse I have a prediieciics for 19th cantnry thilomphy, Mt bacrusg the
“pointe st Lasue were froated so barically by Harx,) ehould dike to begin with his
ooaoepiion of wby productfium ig Ch» detorairent of all elas, (I 4o hope, Horgan, thas
vs hava sufficent 1a cormon that I ned not hurry to expleain that by ¥the detervinspt®
- T maan nothing 80 volgsrly materialistic ae eithsr the Comnumiasts or the onpitaliais
- mesn 4% thelpy use of thig terwp. i for Marx and for Hegel "{aw whols fa ths Sruth®
sid 1%%g only within that tolzlity, which iacluiss ouifure &5 vell as esonomles, that
. dstermioeat is uscd.) Im hic “Introdustion o the Ortidqua ol Foliticsl Econoxy™ -

im n:‘m!.ag sot 10 tha Bock an a vhole, but to the fumcus introduction that actually
wai pat.at the ond of the Book — Harx gay; 8% soms people point to the fast thad
. Yy ssofeatise 1ive by pivader; others by poli 8430; and otill othare iy religiom,
1 Navapihalese, for people %o hove somedaing io piwmder, sowething had to be 5t kand
30 plepfer akd thai uomething' at hand Alffered in virious scoleties depending on the
m0c0 of productfon, You may recell that wan ke ceposta this thought, im'a footuote
&m Grnfegl 1%wslf, at shich point ho eluo brings in  Cervantoa'Don Ouisote, as showing
R E ‘approeiation of the fact that rodern mecloty 424 not liwe ty Mnight-errantry,
m:ant only fealn with the 1m-amuhi.p by iha awdisvel dmrch. it alme ho very
" saperior=teumpitalistic-satarialist nolitice, tas Oreek 231ia. Jost reosmtiy, 32
7ol A Yook, s very welghty dook in which ths upecific sentence I'a roferring to wme
i€ 4% n.vory czstal wey, as 12 not dvesrving of more thun the phrace he gave 1%,
the faol that in the groad Polcponnssian Wars ihe doclsive battle was wid by tho -
Youk cursuan, Thoee oargman were $he lowent of the low crtagory of working mes,
‘Bemuss, however, of the viaotory of this crov thay waras cntitief not only to the spolls
of victery, Tt also to o say ia the menner of running the Greck state, including the
foreign policy with Persian and all othsr contestante for vhat wus then world power.
And onoe thees carsmwen werd given volee In the polig. thore wag zo one ysu could poneibly
lsave ous sxcept the slaves, 5o the great biz Greek yhilosophy sxztsnding to the vroe
loterint ome about iz ay pimple a oarner gs vhen the sana-ouiotte, by marely remginieg
in the gulleries after tha graat inlellectuale decided quentions of war and peace, and
oonbimaing to Salk ancng Shemeelves on whed thay ghould do, were #he real Alacoverers

of democracy.

Now, you can ssy that the oraw produced nothing, and indeed thoy didntt, oxcens
vhen stgnged in flshing inntead of military oxploits, And hat uns pracisely ¥avs's
point vhez ha atresesd thet vharess our vorld livas ai the oxpenne of the proletarias,
the znclent 1ived at the axpanse of tha slaves, und hecaups the alnves ware the oaly
onsr who did produce and the prolobtariat 4id not, the Greco-Romsnu world was brough&
not nerely to defoat, but to & totsl Aostrustion, Furthermors, Marx continved, the
slave ravolis, ar brave ag they were, could not Wring oh & society of a higher order
EPZ mtil a aiffercod mode of production nroen, and the reuson ke "praferrsd" capitale
Lem ps agninnt foulzliew or slavery was that (hig rode of osroduction had within itgelf
not alons $ts “insvitable” collapss, but the cloos that could rogonstrust it on newer
and %o2ally different beginnings. You may thipk that our prolsfaria® ie a minority
class, and purely by virtuss of nunbers if nothing else, can no jovger verform the
revolutionary role either hirtory or Marx, whichever you profar, aseizned toc the clane,
A1l T want to etrems at this soint 19 the fnot thst some very fundemsntal looking clesses
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exizted ik Marx's #ime otlsr thsn workers and eapitclists: the vary vsighty lamdlord
lags on the cre hand, oud the nob-co-welighty dut vory vocifernus petty-tourgsolns .
intellsctonle on the oftler, It took Marx very nearly 20 yeetrs Yefors ke Zecidsd that
he JaBdinrd class wuld % Zeslt with no earlisr than Vol, XII. an a Zuh closs,
sharing with ¢ha oapitplist, the virplus wlus creatsd by the yroletarict snd ths
peassnt, And 1% #ookx oll hip skill ms a historifan of so Saconsecuontisl & hore aa
P11%8ls Eapoleon® == Tha Fisiteenth Brvestirg - to settlo accounts with (he b113iunt
intellackuuin vy wera sreving to hin Bow far recoved thuy wora from the petty grocesy |
2rn %o whod Harx seemed to hove 1ikenad tham, whoreupan Marx anewered thet they ey
inlazd ba, i3 etatug and v Brililsnce ae far removed v thay suy 24y¢ arog neverthelsas,
ey camnot, {n Pwueht, vove any furthor than the pediy grecsr doos A

Zhe wiole poind iy that prefvetiom, bo 1% sutoxated or otharsise, este tha con=
S4ttim of bath ralations Af =um nt the volnt of produciics, ns well ag thoie not
heving asyihing whatersr t0 do with yrodlciior, but who nevartheless must Zaff ea$ to
iive, pad, ebeltar ant clothirg atil) rercin the prisary dos ip se advanced a lapd
om UEA anéd as dbuckvard a che ac ths dazmdia, I belleve thal/eve undorstand $his, then
al) e¥sar gqoestionc udvus Bow weny sre uged in productisn now, asd how vony w41l be
uind bofort the mosinar bomd dartrops all of asciety, cen euplly be Jealt with steblse
. tioaily. (1 encloas the report to the Convention ublch will disyosme of tiuat guestion
. Prom the“statiotloal polnt of viaw,) Hore what indarseto me 12 the methodology of :

- Aealding vhst sonadituten s clage, I gortaisly canuot ses how you think that tho ssate~

" . ospistaiict socidy can srsata n class that s not rojated to production 2ad one which

'-‘;!.M...udn sush anjegonistis alﬁtmtl as the reoiplent or reliug au.l the I sperser ox'
-_ﬂﬁl’.fl

Nowv 1ot us get down so ths quastisn of tha '.)h..loso'h;r af the 60'g and «hother that
- oelir 15 so diffarsud from the philosdnhy of rthe 1950%s Shut sonekow Marxiet-Humaniate
mmigt, in grdor $o%prove’ fhat they do not beliefe in the theory of. the "ln!anlbi] ity
of s leadsr¥, ndmit thnt thay ors wrong, nnd dispose 52 thomselyes, I suppose, in
the dustdin of hipkdry, You yoursel? atill admit thnt the humaniez of Marx should
cartaimly be Alscaused further, thutwirk ca solfencstivity nné realization of.all hvean
Potntinliey 1s of ths vnaence, and that She relationshin of axploifer and oxplodted
oan Qertataly not ba disponsod with even Suough you are ready to dafine shosa terme
TRZ iz ovidently new formg. Tho JAWTX truth &s, of courgs, that the hwmnien of :
Narzion was no¥ only asw in tho 1950'a, or to bu wors precise, ths old (1844) that had
to be renowmd for owr dsy, buk thnt our dny includss the 1960's ap wall, ‘hat ic
taw and vhat I huve hoon working on, ap you knew, for many yeasve, is the epelling-out ,
bo% oithor in Dlus-rint fora or in uneriticoliy follewing "the war on wevariy®, dud
epelling oub in the zenes of despaning and expunding tha rhiloeophy of freedon, Thin
philosophy of freedom, in abstrzet form, wus dealt with in the mont profound mantisy by
Bogol 4n "Tho Dpotrine of tha Notion". 'This S5 the Dart of the Jojenae of Loglc  thy
88211 avalts to be tranucended. it d2nlne with the howse ad whye of the birth of a
tow woolchty, 3ut 1t 4a doalt with in such "iduvalistic’ terms that the rouder thinks
thot 4% is o quastion of mars nhilosophi2 category, such as subjunti 71y, Judgonnt,
ylloglen, taleology, analytic, symthatic and Ainlestio cognition, al! ending in the
Abnelute Idas, that the i:pression given is that it 4s s ~ys=tion oxly of thought and
not of actuslity, If -ver thars wna a neod of m "mcterizliatic” raading of the
Absoluts Idea 4t 43 now, and I mezn NOW, And 4% wouid ke a very brave sten, donr
Horgan, if you onme fo my aid in this, for I huve no safe havany -=- not sven in Marx
snd Lenin,{bacuune their oroblems were for a diffscent age) nor aven in Harcuse,
much lece any olf railonle, And neithsr in nhilogophy, nor in cconomics, 1is time cof
much short duration s you would ba wiliing to set s »ariod to on the nueption of the
African Ravplutions and whethar or not they "livsd ur to my provheuyf,

Yours,

FP.S. Pleaoe forgive tha invdlved style; I have Junt returned to town snd anm full of the
Absoluts ldea which I saw very clesrly on the 5t. Clair River, bus not on Orand Hiver,




