“January 17, 1861

Dear Arthur Wine:

' Thank you for your letter and for African Life. Pardon me if

I dimeagree in one rerpect with the concept that iarxist~Huwmanien has not

been conmidered in Afirioa. You are right, of course, ia s teciniral sense,

tiat 1s to say, that no Earrist-Aumanist work has bLeen pubtlished thore and

no ond who oslls himeslf that has expoymded what Marx oailed his philosopby
ocriginally — Eumanieu. Howaver. bocauss Marxism is not just in books, but

in the aspiretions of the oomme: man, it bam not only been considsred hy the
Africans, but cusnates from him. If you bave read my pamphlet, "Eationsliem,
Conmunian, ¥nrxint-Humznist and the Afro-Asian Revolution“, you will have

notioced that I oorsider 1955-57 to bave been the perisd in which both the
Evngariun Preedom Fightero and the African Frecdom Fighters raiced toat question.
In the case of the Hungarians, it was dope openly besause the cpposition to -
Dusaien Cammzioe ané ite puppets in Hungary began on the patt of other coamuniats
_who ooasidersd themselves the genuine Marxists., YThus, Iare Nagy, in hia eppeal
againat expuleior (it was published in this country as "imre Nagy ot Comrunien”,
‘Prager, Kew York) stated that we have forgotten what the philosophy of Murzism

is and why we bave joined this liberation movement which was %o have freed,
hixjanity. The seme thing was trus of the intelleotuasle who woze not coxmunist-
pariy members, tut wers olosme to them in the Petofi cirole, and finelly when

the workers defined what they wanted, workers' control of producticn through
Workers' Councils, us ageinst domination by the communist astate, they ell

used the originzl expression of Marxiem, whick wes A thorough-going Bumanisp

or naturaliem”. The reason Marx se charscterized hia philosopby was due to the
fact that he wes glghting on two fronte: (1) Capitalisiic private property,

and (2) Vulgsr communism, whioh thought that all the ills of capitalism would

be over with if only we did away with private property. Marx' contention, on

the other hand , was thst thet could be only a first step apd thet unlsas

they did away with what wee most evil in capitaliem -~ did the viasion between .
mental and manuel-labor, whiok degraded common man to & cog in & maching —

they would only get themselvee a new form of exploitation and not to freadon.

Now, it is true tbat irn Africa none of those phrases were used and
as you corractly stated, paople rejected or accepted Manrxiem op the basis of
what was going on in Russia or even more precisely what they thought was going
on in Ruesie in the case of rapid industrialization. Nevertholess, the various
countries that wore gaining their independence from the first one, Chana, it
was quite olear that they d4id not went to become part of the two—world nuclear
powers struggling for world domimation. They were locking for & new path to
industrinlization — o human path. It is this, precipely, which got Flirushohev
worried enough to decide 4o enter Africa and make them mccept the communiet pzath,
either through econcmic aid or an ideology which claime to have divested itself
from Stalirisn, and to be genuine Marximm-Leninims, or to muddy up the watera
politioelly —- anybhing so long as they could get them to opjoee the "Fest'.
Both froo the speeches of Leopold Semnghor and even to Toure, vho is closer to
Rusuin than any of the cther African countrles, it io quite olear that they
did want & humanist, a universal cilklization, free from all exploitation and
disorimination. FWhether it is possible to get that in a world divided inte two
is another matter. Naturslly I consider that unless they do make their world
tha truly third forcs of freedom through self-mciivity of the masses and oppose
both private capitaliem and the state capitalist varisty that callse itself
communiem, neiiiahr Africe nor the rest of humanity may bave any history to tel’
after the nuclear holocnust.
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-+« Just cne mors point on the guentiun of Humaniam m erioa, or rathexr
how 1 kmm that that was the oppowition, Rucelen Coxmnien was mesting. In
1555 thay unleashed & very oharp campaign against the sarly Marx whare Karx
had daveloped this idea of bumanism, siniing that he was giill young and immature
&t tho tiwe &nd under Hegelian influence. It struck me cdd, indeed, that &
campatzn should be unleashad ugeinst works that very few people knaw about and
which had never bees pubiisched in English at all (I war in fact only trunslating
then for the first time imto English to ba puhliahad 28 ¢n appeadix for my book,
Yiiarxiom aud Freedon"). Enowing Ruseis as wall as I do, I knew that they would
newar be intorssisd in a theorstisel dsbots Zor its own 2rke; thet they are a
great powar end like any capitslistic power they must be faeling a real liva
opposition chich dusce iteelf on this. I wrote défending the young AATZ &s
bealing no Aifforent thap the old Merx and at ibe same time mziZ that thie iype
of an attxok wust acen thet the East German Revolt mgeinst commvnist rule in
1853; waloh vas orushed, weas not remily desd, btut only driven underground and
that wo might expoot soms Teal firaworks from the East Buropssn ocoustries.

& you lmow, tho very next year we had ‘the Hungarian Revolution, and it wes
rearly six months afier that before the dosirents began coning out which shewad
that the Hungarians ked indeed raised the guestion. X7 thore woren't such a
big division betwoen mome of the African intellectualis snd the African masgaes,
thay, tvo, would know that their espirations for freedom and the Marxist theory
of liberation 15 ona and the same thing. _

. .. T do hope I will have & chance to give my a.na.lyaia of the Ai’riom
Freedom Fighters. at the UCLA Campus. Bessie wrote me that you were to spesk

40 ‘Dr. Colezan. His "Nigeria" is very fine, especially because there are aso

fow studies by whites that really know the netional movoment. However, 1% is
naturally limited by his own Vviewpoints, and some of the refersnves he makes to
Troteky are quite unworthy of a acholar, sinoe they are token from Tertiary;
however, that is minor. Whet is of mejor importance is to recognize the struggle
-in life and in.theory because we live in an pge where thera can be no division
Tbétween theory-and-preotics, - X-want-to thank you. in sdvance for snything you
might do to get that lecture for me.

. I was very interested to read "African Life" and eapecislly so to see
the provlems that the Africans are encountering in the Trade Union fields where,
unfortunately, white ladbor plays a reactionary role. That, too, I would like
to discuse with you some day. Meanwhils, I enclose five dollars for which I
would appresoiate your ontering my subscription to "African Life"; wo will aleo
run 4 1little ad in News and Letters for you and trust that will bring you some
subsoriptions. Ie the handsome man on the front page your brother?

Do plemse glve my warmest greetings also fo your wife whom my sister
desoribes as an absolute beauty.

eme e ... . Yours,
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