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Nov. 220 1960 . 

'l'al.kins out loud alone 113 Ol!rta1nly no subat.ituh tor " 
d16losue,but· the raot that you are 1n Uaua. and I 1n Mloh. 1a 
por111tt1r.g ms the 1Uo.don that aome one 11! 1n 11etli~ihe In any 
e&lle I . .f'eel impelled ie t!.fiM1n to :.-eturn t-o ~1kola1 r1n'a 

.l.-~ti1:QJ/'1o~tier1a11e: • 111 phraee that Bl.1tbar1n treated aoilbty as -aealr llat'lie:r1 aoi.Wde ll!l&nd.erolu! and ao 11 llll'ned to hla chapter 
(IV) on "Soo1et:r• and.there (p.S4) ~.a,·=~·~ooanter nqt cnlf 
eiJDpl.e bod11!e, ·which at onoe lmpre11a 1111 120 oop<lt1tut1ng malt!!! U'or 
ex., a 1haet ot pape>', ~ oovl· John Sm1th~, but abo meet w1th co~ 
poWid U!11ta, 1ntr1oo.te qaant t1ee. • · 

· . . In'oracUble. 11; sounds whon a NY~lr.:ttorU!I'Y MI!X"xiat 
.Peaks 1n one~d the same breath ot111 ehee~ ot paper• add 
a·.!!~. be1ng 1 a ·~n~t•, but 1t 1e th.e ac ti.al, ·li'l'fldat. 1b1e 
ul~te ~~~~ no •~a't'llr quUe llndereto d t~'ll' cUaleouo• (to 
use Len1n'• p. ae). .,t aooieiy .ban b• .tiU' 11d !nto allah an . 
abatraoUon !Jt shouldn 1t wrpi'lee Ull that •oienoe 1;oo 1e" ilade lnto 
an abatraot!on under which hUIIIlll aot1 'Vi t;r 1a( .ellbiiUIIad. &gel had 
the r1gllt wrd to!' that· ilethod~ 1 ll'or i:h111 ~·eaaon 4etell'm1n1alll 1taelr 
Bll1'1"ere ti:'Om an 1ndatarndnetenesG 'tlhich t'oruee 1t to so on to 
1nt1nity; at an7 point 1t aay h&lt and rest eatiatiedi·beoe~le the 
ObJect to ¥n!Cb 1t ~· paaaed over 1g round~d 1n 1ts8 r ae a to~l ' 
totalU7 and h 1nd1tterent to f.f,t~;l'lll1nat1on by anoth11r. • ( 'hapta:r J · 

on"Heohan1am•~ !!ohnoe or LogiC, \1'•362) .· · . · I,· 
· : .JJ.n place ot aelt'-aat1 'lit;y Bukl!ar1n, a a all good - · 

4etel'!D1niate,-·:tooka tor ·~~~~ ot i!qllilbp._lllll •. 1 l&YS 1 .or development. 
1
1 , 

un1forJ!Iity •. Indeild• his OR 111ty 1;o Olelt-Getel'!il1nat1on ·1a 110 abaoQ 1 lute that he·conoe1vea of 2 rorms ot un1tor.lt;r, teleology and 1 
oauaal1t;r, and Qeusall.ty, ror Bukhar1n, 1a oils event, oauEie, be1ns 1 

rollowed by another event, e1"teot.H1a th1nk1ng 1s confined w1th1n , 
1ntel1eotual. planning or what Hagel would oall •aelt-determ1nat1on 1 
applied only externally• (Ib1d,p,39l) · • . I 

HaYing det'1ned ocienoe as objeot1Ye content in end i 
tor itself, KB can olaaalfy 1bourseois•ao1enoe and1proletar1an• 1 
ec1once according to the abstract universal ot uaetulneaa or what 1 
would noawadaya be called •n"11tral1ty. • B1o tpho1n ot •proletarian• . : 
ac1enoe is tberot'ore quant1tat1Ye -it 1s mo;re •tar-B1ghte41 • : 

H:ven aa ,todaJ'• Scnet 41111 vetll as . .Alller1oan lf01eJl\\llclp,BukhArln.._ '· : --=tt ksep11 ~li1ng Mtego:r1e a ·or' a lover: ora&r, partiuularly ' : 
II& •. ~t ilal cjategor188 wiJ1oh 'pJ'G01Ud8 Blllt•llOVellle.nt and tl'IIUIIIfOr- I ! 
~~at1on 1nto oppos1te tor he. ssems not ve:ey opprea1vel:r-re .or the \ 1

1 raot that apeo1r1o contents have spec1t1o torm• ot mo~ement, and 
1 man 1s llalt;.,aqtlv1t;y cannot be sl!baumed under.· ao1enos, whehher tlu!t ! 

1s •near s1ghted 0 or •ra:r a1Shted."' Not onl.Y tar d.tatartt bllt ' 
colllpletel;r unapproachable w1 th Buklulr1n 1 a aa'liesor1ea lii;&nd s tha 
young Marxl "To have one baa1s to:r lite and another tor ao1enoo 1a 
a prl or1 a 11 e. • 

I ne .. d not tell yo11 that, 1n contrast to BukharJ.n' s 
(meohen1cal materialism (~1ch ohoraoter1zea proeent-day so1enoe), 

d1R leot1ca sees thP. sub eat a a A" 1n-and-tor 1 ta"lr_doterm1na teas , 
w~oh baa aK£ropr1nte o P tiv1 ty: • Consequon tly, the 110 ttrv1 ty ot thr · 
end is not reo ed a~a1net 1t•e , tor the purpose ot abuorbins 
and aso1m1lat1ng a givnn dsterminatl.on: it aims rathP.r at poe1t1ng 
:1. ta own dat.ar.,1nBt1 on, and by transcand1ne the detl!rm1na tiona ot 
the exterrml•world, at g1v1ng itself renl1ty in thP. torm or 
nxtP.rnal a0~01nl1 ty. • (l"og1o, II, p.46l) 
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· The :f'a<lt that present-day aoi•mtiata and sooiolog!sta can-
not shine B11khe.l'1n 1 s slu~es onl:v further amphaaiJ:ea ·the :fact that 
on11e :vou :l.dent11"7 men and things ;vo11 :Call 1nto the trap ot. the 
tuntlamental al1enr.tion of :;>hiloP.ophera in olaae DJtllk society 
rrom tha ancient Greek d!ohotom,y or rorm and 11pfl1roni· ph111oeophera ·. 
&i1d alavt>a to 1ts olllm1Mtion llllder automated oapit s 1am where, 
as you. pllt it, ontolog;y h&sfbe~ tZ'a!lot'ormed 1nto teohnolog!!.J-. ' 

Last ;vo11 consider mJ contrary streea on eubJeot1vity aa 
1 pure• 1~eal1s~, will :vou permit ~~ to. ;um LIP what 1t 1e I have 
been 6.oing dnoe 1953 Yben I !!eoame eo preoool.lp1ed 111 th the Absolute 
Idc<a? ~c= Gilaenoe or thos11 )l.sy ltot.tere wae that there 1a a : 
movewent trohapraotica to theory as well as•trom theory to practice. 
i'he reason t t it at!~d 11p e11oh a r111111 iQ the seotal'1an llOVellents:.' 
h 1~'1at hereto ore 1e t this etatement ot raot. 1!811 ._4e o~ll1 vsl- 1 
eilt to nat no~; 'll,!):!'kelis, or oolli'se. had tn ·•MgMtr 1n•Un:it ·ant!. j; 
Harxl sm, or oou.rlte, • ha.d oo.rreotly general zed thh inlltf.not into ·' 
a re~ollltionacy theory' bu1; ••• '111 thout Harxi t theory ~he r~tvol•~Uona~; 
ry practice w11ld get nowhere. • Mbe>ve allJ it ... -as stressed, :~t;l7 . 
Marx could have seen thh where H<!gel' o i·de!l. of practice '11118 ~or · ' 
the theory or. knowledge •onl:t. • !heret'or~, ito deduoo "~;his movement 
trom praot1oe from Hegel's Philosophf ot M1rid, re.~ ths argument 
against me,- 1s eh~er abandonment or the rear world tor that or 
ivory towers, a retl.U'n rrom the l.'Ol'ld or aol;ion to that or talk ot 
1 ph1lo&ophe~s•. ~ne •philosophers", on the~~ pRrt~ were ae 11ttlo 
inclined to ~nd the1r ears to the earth ~d listen ror any new 
1mp~seu tor ~heory.fzmZ A short month art~ mr letters vvre dis-

. patobd the :r1ret revolt r!'Cim behind the Iron C1.1rtain started at'.ti: 
80 that both ·-the 111a11 on the lltNet and thll t.f!ilollopher, not 'to 
speak or the VIU'Iguard1ate1 l:ad .. to omnge the question: Cf!1 man 
galn rreedom rrom out ot totalitarian stranglehold to ~ he? 

From 1953 to 1956 (H~~ngarlan Revorlltlon) we ware 
confronted, on the theoretical rront by the sudden att11oks . 

lot Rus~lan Communism on Marx's hl.lman!st writings which turned out 
to have been uaed by •revisionist• Morx1ota as the bannP.r l.lllder 
which they tought Communism not only 1n Weatern Europe but in ra~ 
away Arr1ca where, on the practical front, bhe most e1gn1t1cant 
revolutions of o11r.epoch were unfolding. A~ my ideas on the 
Absolute Idea got 1o10rked up 1n MARXISM AND F~EDOK they were (!llitB 1 general, It w,as clear I "ae 1jll].k,1ng g1ngerl7 ~ beoaaoe. I to11nd ' 
mys~lt' 'Outaidej an;v~reoognizsd" mo'l"e!lent but ',beGali'ee I was dealing ,· 
more wit:h Marl!;' e age then o11rs. Mora than a lob years divid!l our ) 
age :t'rorll the p·ariod when the ro11nder ot Marx1£All.first stood Hegel · 
r3.ght side up and very nearly diamleeed Hegel's oompulsill>n to go 
:f'rom the Absal11t~ Idea in the Logio to Hatur.~ ae •boredom the 
yearning ror a content,• on the part or •th~ abstract thinker who, 
made clever by experience ancl enlighteneG. beyond ito truth, bae 
decided 11ncler many false and etill abstract.oon41tiona, to abandon 
himself and to ~ubsti t11te his othP.rnese, the part1ou.lar, the · 
determined, tor his self-contained being, his nothingneGs, his 
universality 6nd hls indeterminateness.• (Critique of theHegal1an 
D1alect1ol NP.Verth~leas the yo11ng Y.arx cannot stop ther11 and does 
:rollO~I fiegP.l from Nnture to Mind. bt•ecking orr' hotrAver,itl vnry 
ahort order.<t 

*Cur1ollely my letter on l'h1loaophy o:r 1~1n<i begnn 11ltb p&r, 305, 
w1 thout my .liav1ng been aware that Marx had broken his z.!SS orr at 
par,384. 
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Frolll then on the Jla~Jd.an d1aleot1o ie 'the oreati ve dial.!!cUo 
or the actual hie to rio mo·rement and not only the t or . thought~· !he 
oont:.nuatJ.un thererore resides 1n the tbre" volu;r.ea o: \JA1}I'.t'AJ., 
the 'First Intul."llat1olle.l, the Civil If a!' 1n F:.'anoe and the Ori U~ua 
or the Gotha Pl.•ogram. A rich eno~~gh he1•itege not: to get a.tl!lll!it1ed1 
but the obJeo'IOiVe world has its ovn wa.v ot ~~~~~gnet1a1;ng eo to IJIB&.It 
·a a1ngle point 1n thought. 

Only .~th tho collapse or that world dooa Lenin teal ~ 
compulsion to return to th~ Hegelian or1g1ne ot Marxism 1~t 
the Ruos1an nevolutionhu o 110rld to remake. and no time tor ab~tract · 
d1sc~ss1ona on t~ Abeolute Idea. (Lukao~ 11m1ts Hegel1auls~ to . 
the single t'1ald o:r conac!.ousneaa ruL.9.1'ganiet1on., o:r the pa:rty a11 
tho prcleter1a:t' s "knowing". In any case tm perlod between 1923 
and 19fi05 is uJer1od o:t' standstill in theor,- so that the movs:1ent 
1'rom praati.ce 11'lds no;:.eory to match it e~en l!.i!l the new stae" in 

· p!''o~oUpn 1'1 11 o~ly . the vorkerq battli B aufo~Jli&Uon 1!'13' ne'!! 
points or <lop tlire to theory as tor praot_oe. . · 

. \ . ··. 
Now ,those tiho etop '111th "knolf.l.ag" ~ 11hether they are 

ne11tral part11U1ne o-r a teohi!olog:v sans clae:f nature or thought 
embo~i~ent, or Oomm~niet adhereD*.to partinoet, (bait ~dea11at1call; 
a la wkacs or cynically a la ltadar), :ran iio graep tbat both in 
Hegel and 1n Karz the q11oatton ot li!Ji-"79.111 •· 'II .,H;qfd*ntt' ,.. 

1 oogn1t1on 1l' not an abstract questl.on b11t a t'oncrate,· d1alect111111-
emp1rioal oneiot the how thought molds experience or g!vso action 
ita direotionJ I:r the Whole governs the Pal:'ts even ~en the 

_wholf< 1a not yet fact, then Dllrely,l,hethel' Hegel knew it o:o· not1. -the pull of t.~ t'llture on the preevnt also tlclgged at h1s•,r:,-ntem 
with sucq ov.~):!wbe~ing toroe tllo.t he oou.l4 q9t .. uaape .1J;.. .. J.vcr,y 
tow!!lr or no i~ory tower, an:v more than peredftal capit~lat1on 
to the Pr1.1ss1o.n State could compel hia p!Ulol!opliy to ctop there 
to genuflect instead o:r rising ~11t ot it an~ even out of religion 
into the e.bsolute orthe new society he as pe):'eon could not ell1!111age.-

. Some~are D, H, LaWI:'ence aaya or the relationship or 
artist to the ~~rk of art: Artists are the biggest liars and are 
not. to be taken at :i'e.oe valu.e, But that art, 1t 1t is really 
gre&t art, is tr~th and will reveal both society and the tision 
ot' the art:l.at he buries: in his expl~>netory 11es. It is even 
tr11or or ph!losophers in general and Hegel ill particular. §pbl;:ttv:t· 
~ olliotdvi!Y_abaol'bed 1e not for the philosoph~:rs, but to!:' t , ' 
maeees il~ i~ts ~who are writing the ne41' page ot history which,'' 
1o '!t th, same t1mo' u. n$w st~ge in oogt.li t1un:, ~ven Rll BVII!'Y p!'I!ViOJLl ' 
grest ot ,p in j:>!lilosophio cogni t1on waP. mad!! only whAn a ne1t leap .1 
to :t'!'eed m beo!liiiC possible, so presently the n!!w struggles tor l 
treedom t o ~- over will certainly shake: tha 1ntellP.cfluals out 
of the stupors so that they too Cillt ereate l'rsely a new •oatesory, 1 . 
While I ma,y not be w1t1ng bre9.thlosal;v tor ~heee ideolog1~te1, I IIlii ' 
tor the •developing subJect" tbac is tha •negative factor, • x.ou 
can 1 t rea l.ly moan the t :JOu are 11 gi vin~ up 11 the mail ae e, eel! you? 
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