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_mot vhe “economy as-auch, ¥ an subject, I would like at once to make clesr

y . Qetober 16, 1960

Deay HH.
Dear Hl-I.

. X hope I ma.y intrude upon you with some on t.he Absolute Idea.

!ou may £iad it useful even for your present purposes s nce you are deallng
+h aoolology and technology and Mikolal Buitarin is the father, thougn

L doubt he would- like that strange progeny of Mills, Rosslter, M¥allet,
of all menchanists, apd these aro my "Zremies" as I proaeed to work
out the rhilosophlc foundations {t he Hegallan-Abaolute Idea and Marx's
Humaniam for the present day struggleas for treedom ln the undardeveloped
egonomies, & sort of counterpart to MARKISM AND FREEDOM which limite
itsel? 4o ths present-day deacent from ontology to tecimtolosy, Lt ehould hel
to aharpen up the edgea.

At orce I must mako so bold with hilstoric background as to ineciude
beth.the Africgn end Huagarian Rovoluticnse, oven zs, suddenly, without
anyone bothering to explain vay, Latin America tco is included ameng

"hackward dountrles,” although thelr populntions are not Arrican bub of
Barepean steck, nor do they Jack either an."educated class" or railroads ik
or aeropianes thnough jungle couniry." The ons vlement of truth im = -
the. desiﬁna.t.!.on of "wackward" pertains.to the economy but since I take man,

" what 1s-t.he "hesia® I use from Hekel's final chapter. It 1s to be found
OB P.A4ET: "The self~determination, therefore in, which alone the Idea is, is
to hear itsely speak." The selr-detarminations o pecple are, surely, no

leas important then the self-dsteormination of the Idea, 1& no mccidsat

"that Nagy the Petofl intellignetsia, and the Hungarlan VWorkers Counells all
raught. t8 ldeologlerl battles by unfolding Marxist Humaniam and thls seme
discovery appears lu Senegal where Leopold Senghor; for all his apologla for
Do Gaulle, unfolds the gane bapnar. (I do not .z-ecall whether I sent you

my review of Senghor's "African Soclalism," but I .11 find e %8k~ copy some~-
waere aund send if to. you, } .

Now, in detail, to the unfoldment of the Absolute Idea in Hegsl'
Loglo, &l the way ghencinz at which point In it, at the various historic
stages in the devemopment of the Marxist movement, the Marxiats "got caught.'
-The signiflcance of that first paragraph on p. 466, for Lenin at-.end of 1914 ‘
wasg that the unity of the theoretic an practlcal idea applied not so much
in action as “precisely in the theory of knowledge..." You may recall that
Just 5 peges before he reached that chepter, where Hegel dealt vith "The Ides
of the Good," Lenin streased the aot.ual.‘x.t:, of the Idea and."aon-actuality
of the world". by writings “Alis. Man's cognltion not only reflects the
objective world but creates.it." But.Lenin dld not develop preclsely that
agpect, &8 we shall see, when we reach the epd of the chapater.

That same flrast parasraph of the A.X, contslins the stopp.ng point
of today 's African ,iotelligentsia. If you are versed in their constant
redteration of the "African peraonality, you wlll recognlze them easily
enough in Hegel: "The Notion is not only.Seele but also ia free and subjectiv
Notion, which Is for itselfl and therefore has not exclusive indlviduality,
but L8, for iteelf, uniVersanty and cognition, and in its Other has 1lts
own objectivity for object." Without that personality too would only be (

Herror and gloom, opinion, striving, caprice' and tranaitorineas..."

' . AJ.l the Marxists of the Znd International, (Lenin up o 1914
included) at very best stopped on p. 467 (if even we give them credit that
18 of having grappled with Hegal hinself lnstead of some tertlary summary
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of him) when Hegel speaks of "the universal element of lts form~—that 1s the
method." As to wulgarization of that "method" surely had not only the
Cynics and Sphiats in mind a few pages hence.(p. 473} he says the dlaleoctic
“was often quite neglected by those who were fullest ¢f aim in their apesoch.
The Becond International not merely neglected the dlalectic, hut perverted
it into a sort of polish for thelr organlc Eantlanism. T S

Bacaupa a1l Marxiats, not ecluding Merx himself, do like to .
strese method rather than AL, thus pinpointing the putilng of Hegel »light
alde up,” 1t 15 necezsary to linger a bit here. Although he stress:s
that "nothing is either conceived or kuown in 1ts truth exgept in so far.
ag it is completely subject to the method," h¥ separates himself at once
from those who would degrade method to & tool, aa analyists do: “In in-
guiring cognition the method is Likewlse ln the poaltlion of a tool, of a
mesns which stands on the subjective side, whereby the method relates it-
s6lr to the object. In this yllogism ihe subject is ons extrame and the
object the other,..The extremns reamin distinnt because, ub;egt , method,

" and object are not poalted as the one Adentical Notlon.ee.o" {p.469). ‘

- © . ¥n contrast, therefore, Hegel proceeds toc define methed for true
congnitions "4t is the fact that the Notion 1s determined in and for
1%self and 48 the moan only beeause 1t equally has the slgnificance of
“oblectivo. .. *(P. 469}

of the method. MFirst we muat begin from the béginningz..." and the'

: - begiuning, Hegel.informs us to the constsrmation of phllosopher snd enginee: i

.

allle, ™
of ‘self-development, "

“muat, be inherently dofective and must be endowed with the impilse

. The delf+determinatlion of the YBEx Ide=a, as that of peoples, Lfar
from being world s apsit, ocaauot be seen in thelr fullness, "in. €nd for-
1tself™ apart from each othar. It 18 1n thls respect that I-just get fed
up with Marxists who keep harping on "method" as if it meant opposition

to A.I., or,. better put, want "to throw out. God and the Absolute Idea' so
that, Ides {ideas} too 1z buried, In."Higtorical Materlialliem,“ for exsmple,
 Bukarin speaks of “gotlety® as 1f indeed it was matter, dead matter,
Porhaps I beiter follow the way of Hegel in this tco and refuse to have
anything to do with vulgarlzera, Hls admontion that the vulgar refutation
P “g loft to itaelfW (p. 474) reminded me of the Ghost of Hamlet's father
telling bhim =z1] about the corruption of the court, the murder and the
-yengeance ha should seek, neveriheless admonishes him sgainst taking
aotion agalnet one of the consirators, his mother: “"Leave her to heaven."
If only we had some “heaven¥... R ' -

: _ Yhat is Amportant, aays Hegel, is the source of the “prejuddce®
againat the dlalectlc, 1g., that 1t gesms to have only negative rdsulias:
and therefore what is of the essence is "To hold fast the positive ink its
negative, and the content of the presupposition in the result, is the moat
important part of rationsl cognition."  (p.476.) It 1s here, whera He :
deals with the second negative, or mediated determimnation, the negative®of
the positive, and inoludea the latter," where Hegel atressea the subjective

for the transcendgnce of the oppositlon between Notion and Reality and
that unity which is the truth, rest upon subjectivity alons."

’ Wa are entering the whole section where even the Lenin of post
1914 found "not clear™ and I belleve that the fact that we live in 1960,
not in 1914, arnd the fact that we witness hoth the advanced proletariat's
battles with autopzilon 68 well:-as the colonial freedom struggles, can help
ug break it down. I am not underestimating Lenin's conception of “the
positive in the regative.® Cus who led 1917 needs no minor Zeaguae.defences,
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yelenin savw “lMasses ae Reasons® B
Q05, d was preparing to repeat that
iy then d%d this turninz point of the

Long before ha read Hegnl on subjectl
if ke pav that truth as long back ap,
¢n a puch grander historleol spcale,
povemant of the Notion eppasr cbacurg to le

o  Hegel, on nis part, hit out egainst the vhole tripliclty construc-
tion of the Aialectic hers, peylng "If mmber s appliceble, then the whole
coures of this second lmmedigte is the third termsse now, since the former
(the first negative) s 1tself the pacond terc, the third term may now be

counted as fourth, and the abstraci form of 1t may be taken ss o quadruptli-
© edty in placs of triplicityeses’ {ps 4T78) Lenin's mote herss “fhe dietino~
ticn 18 not clear io me} 1% not the obmolute eguivalent mi to the more
:*‘ concroted"” -

Yes and no, says Regel, as niz, It 45 concrete but
ie a,gu&l—ly"bubjact.x( i“l’ﬁa begifhlng wae t s pult is
vidual, the conerete and the pubjecti® 5 ou

8 soon g8 he hed reac ne t t in the movenent of the motlon
. ITrt-stresaing tiat—*tHansoendence of opposition between Notion and Reallty,
end that unity which ir truth, rest upon this subjectivity alone." He first
stressed that transcendence of contradistion which "is the innerzost and
most objlective moment of Life and Epirit by mbwsssms.virtue of which a
eubject is personal and freo.® And as Hegel moves to the climastic, =fier
-method 1= extended to systsn, zitwwmbaand ! r £ e e~
k¥ EieEx and sven though you munt enter other spherea—Nature and
Kind--he cannot refreln froo gsaying that we have ended with trangitions,
have entared “absolute libepption® (p.485) "The trancition here t.erefore
frut rather be teken to mean thet the Ides freely relenses itself in form
of ite determinate 1o utterly free.ssthe Ndtlon eripers as fres axistence
-that oub of sxternality has passed into itself} arises to perfect its
self~1Abarationsee” (p.4EE) LT
w all thipg.~ - ' :
‘ - ; “Eeracml and free" "“iadividusl,™ "1lveretion,®
"ralease," "utterly Iree", fself-liberation® cannsct poesibly mean only the
phllogopher finding his ebsoluts, as he shows in tke Philosophy of Mind .
vhen his own mind warngers to the struggles egsinst slavary. (Nor do I fael
llke fiphting wlth Hegel over whathar ChZrxistimnlity or nctuelity brought
reeden of nan into the worlds the 01ld Man was great enough & even AL he,-
é1d reside in ivory towers, ihey were avfully crowdod ones—po much o (Y
hat todays freedom fighters in Africe find room there too.) )

17

: In a1} &nfabinens to Lenin, I muet here jurp to Khrushchev and
bis atate philosophers who are spupposed to have, fccording to Wetter &nd
Klein and all the speelnailsts Ain "SovietF Surver," "reconstitused “the
lew of the negetion of the negation," which had been-thrown out as s
fezture of ihe dAlalectic®™ by Stelin,. _No doubt it is true that "negation
of negation™ wap too close for cozfora to a totaliterian soclety—for
Ehrushchev as much &5 for 8talin, kmxeymerx howevers Wnat is of more
epeclfiv note 1s that Soclet: solence, in Stalin's tize, had not yet achleve
thet broak through that it hrd need of thet law-to Justify "acceptance of
theory of relativity and rejectlon of idealistlec Anterpretntion in Bohr."
¥ httti. x:.igsug thrupt end auvtosated production achleved, they have need of
] aw 88 B y
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Belaence is not my fort, and 1n'u.ny case, subjectivity is not for

the vulgeriy materialistlic. The self-developing “subject®-~the
prolotarist--not just negaticn of negatlon "in general™ 1s the
snemy, and when Earpushin asked that the Early Lssays of Marx be
ones again included in the Complete Works of Marx, 1%t waa pot te
re—-astablish the 1aw of the negation of negation", but to attack,
pervert, destrey if he can Marxist Humanipgm where Mon, not
ibpdlute Idem, boocame the subjest of all humanity's development
apd the dehumanization of Xdeas be once and for all stopped when
evan 80 great 3 pnilogsopher au Hegel must perforce return to

positivism,.

Now then to retuwrm to Lenin~-the juuwp to Khrushchev's
Ruanis wos only to show what can happen to a non=-worked-out aspect
of alalectlics--Hegel made him sea all the leaps where thare was
graduainess, &ll the pelf-movement where there was external
peflaction of the “Internstional® or eatablished soclalist party
the value of & theory of knowledge that has within it “all the world-
 copnections™, the motive force in the ldeal as well as-the real,
- but the Aindividual, the "personal and free®, how could tbat arise
.as_conerets untill eftexr-191T dld not bring a new world soclal ’
- . ‘opdorj7 Something haz to be left for owr age, no? .

' ‘In any case, where Bukharin remained in Telsology,
Lainin pa.fmed on a8 aaw Hegel layling the premia?s for historical
Ty ee—thataeaptarablan.of SB9eEuPISERiItE 0T BUIResR )
negation teb objlect was ouly first negation, while second ovive
- first and seas pluce &hroughk the means, I this relatlon b 4
vulgar and dgglﬂd nogation, indeed, resides the relatior betweer - -
never gote b sctical materialiem, for the vulgar matémai'iefn
" But thg mat oyon opposition of subjective end to externsal o
put the ma eri.a.list in Lenin so overwhelmed him at thie oi’bﬂe“r
where "Here]v_a aflon that, you will recall, he wented tg gt 5 of
Ratuse. . gje:n nstgatchad his hand to materialism®™ ap ha “aﬁu w1l
another ve “:m' hit Was 80 in the Smaller Loglo, but there th
the divias ¥y important paragreph to go in the Scisnce of I. i
AndiTidual, tosal 1inmronsoePoch 8 precisely on this free
Yhat they are eqmiarberation who show, hoth in thought and’et
and raregd that &ﬁgglgieaggo:ih.ggggmfgu%ng me ln eny case gorl;ggées,
» solute 1
85 each developing syruggle on the world Bcéngdgg;pggssglute #ind

- I'1) stop at this .

volnt end te

il_-gg wggeggfgﬁsaggouwéggatgn comment on this}lﬁ]cf; ﬁgﬁhxj&éﬁg
e Just"dying" to go to Mrig:?ceas ag I work-on my new bookw~and

Yours,

Rayax
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