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Tha abaolutoness or ig ailence 15 ‘not.to. by’ conet“uod
golute Idoa has lost its grip on
me, but'only that the practioal- everyday 3Ife of enarthor, whdse.
publisher 1. s0. amell 2s 2lmcast to unite witn the politlcos to.
pilence the work® #nd thus burdening ber with all.tihe *promotionai”
work ag well,  But, ‘outside of gn appearance on TV bhxt week for
University 'of Dgtr01t. I have nearly nothing to-do till Pail when;,’
‘I appear gt Uooper Union, ‘tn auy ocne I grasp wvact romentary iull
there 45 in’ ny -tours end’ 1eoturou to resume vhore I left off w:cn

ﬁ{ARlISF &, FREEDOK enzﬁed our corrosporéenco.

: Y will Legin with what will. not be contestod, I belicves
the Gislectical relationship ol subhﬂat end_obJect in .the procecs
of history a&s the ceonler of Hegei's ABECIULe Fethods Or, to put
it dirferantly, the concoption of reelify as tofaliiy, the usity
of imer ani outer; the relationship: between t:eugtg;gﬁang,&_g_
perts which constilutes the pozas 1'0:5 ox¢aten 1.2 reallity. But
ths »0al world, even Wien Hepel is the ¥T 1o36ThGTr glovilyin:
tha atato es the comblinotion of the :dq;cl end tle reel, is not
Piebo's republic with itas "philocsopler- inge"; to Herel "ot cven
. kinpge can substitute for philosophora and tktus, Just as the
oarigtian Kogel lete "Revesled Relisi-n" plar second fiddle to ,
phklopopky, so the stete phLIOBOﬂhcr Ke el leaves stals co Hoioctive
P*n’“nﬂeﬂain or. the aaoratepqrnot in the Laner sanctun ]of "Absoluto
oA inﬁ- ) . . )

S Now Narx cpiticis ed Hegal fer mnot havinc roal’y sUN=-
mourtea the duality o thougat and being, of tneov" and pr»cul'*

of eubjecp gnd ovjeet; thet hie €ic 190u10 no mex? they ¥ant's,
ceould fn its oysticel shell be . tle e ual, intevrior dlalectic ar hh
LElstorde process, but woe just -froth eppon rCe, - "the origin® rot.
the actusihistory q;;ﬂan. , isted that under tie circum:iQROe
Absolute Jpirit wes [oOre eppeerancd so tiat, even vhaihe hed “raople”
"rg content, uhe”exrrgﬁﬁrﬁﬁ“w*a—ge rieted tihat alion Tran, the b‘ss.
oaorher, and that :n fact; 1t ip alvara rfter the Czet thet

ahpolute spirit melze historr, 50 that it Is not only Rature u"<b

%8 "unconacions' and does.tirough necessiiy what Lo*ic Avcompllines
Treely, but Absolute Spirft a5 well acOOlelshce tIT-Te0). tove: b
unconsel uely, “Por in effect ithe abeolute spirit doee not broeoun
conselous of itselr oe .creator of 4o worl. untll aftor the event
ead is making or history only oxists in the .conseliousness, ir tihe
oplnien and repres entation of the philoaop&era, in the sneculnbite

Ndwmegination,” But when "corporeal Lan" etanding on hie own fect,
'{Ef: Ler of his own history and n¢5 own' thourhte then first will

knowledgo and lknowledge colneide, the prolotnr ot beirg Leil
ort and object or Lnowladba and noker of history.

There 1p no ergument with larx's nnterial_em,'

(nor did the aature Karx separate hig dialectics Iron I:is matoriallsam,

but in the young Marx, whon tho néed of tho hour was to free onocclfl
and the whole generation from mysticipm, 4id und orplay (becaune
ko 2id not know tho early vorks?)Hogel's inaights to pooplQB‘

end not’ Just consciousness and. nolr-oonaolousnous, ¥ho 16¢eive. .

the heritage 'of ‘history as Mnatural’ principlea" and "have mlﬂaion
of applying’ 1t.? JIm any*caqe, g, not'hqro Intereated in
Mark diﬁ or did not se (t.o:ub ¥o Wil ‘c’éna later) ‘but \yhsjt
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our Age’'can and migt see and to which it has & contritntion t2

A

in PHENOMENCOLOGY; where he sume.up the movement from Descarte's'”
"1 think therefore I am" through 8pinoza's cbsitafl unity &n ' -4
gubstance to Loibnitz's recoll from this abstracticn to'the
Individuality ofi<mdy I edd?--commercial, pre~178% espitalism’ . «v.-
which karff'anticipated and developed further after the Frenoch o
‘Revoiution as abstrdct rreedon, or Individeal ¥ille all ﬁgod men ", %
get together and work ont contradictlions according to a ‘grersl wilf
Hegel contimes with his rejection of the jgbeolutea of other .
philosophieg-vhon-tho millenium did not follow the Fronech-Revolution
and wo hqdi%&ggg;;p anelysis of Rpality as B0, szggaéifgis;
¢ Mintellectual tion" {of which Hegel says "Bubstante 1toolf
fiwould bs veid and empty intuition") and Jesobvés "resctionary®.
 {my emphasis) reestablishment of Abpolute as faith alonce. To
thie Ho-ge6l adds "Hpvover, Bpirit has shown itself t6 be nolther
mere withdrawal of aelf-consciousness into pure inwardness ner
nere absorption of ‘self-consclousness into Substance...Spirlt ,
~qf ‘the selr which empities (externelizes J.tael:l‘)’ “end.
"N Wesll, what doos it accomplish "qus Bublect’
T WER LOTY Ghe!

P ..
.. {i}it. "wound up process of embodiment"; (2) Ristory was~ L
- to combine with sclence of the woys 1lu @ch‘ INowledgn appeeyy

¢ f&nd ended up as absolute epir-it& but the process of reloaping
ftself from the form of its sell" which™is supposed to be "the -
‘highest Treedom and security of its lmowledze of itself™ does not
zmel:e 4t as happy as the g nding of PRENOMENCLOGY .would heve it
cppeor for it willl reeppasr ge Absolute Ides in Lozlc end Absolute
¥And in the I?Ec.::lopaedia and there we-will-e not the work of

art . with its ("double-tonzuecd eqilvocel choeracker; of what they gave
out as certainty®, mmmod of all that

)/inter;‘area with its universslinnm, i.e., Troedom itself;" (2}

A,

A Lpgm—pose pp but es & dimension of bheing; in a word
SYAbsolute #ihd ag the acivg - ITaEdon, ¢ philosopher
' pr too Euch i Loeps rowestling Illowledge 1s the
) yopua when all the time he comes down to earth and its freedons .
yigg leck of them,] fThat is why I said, in MARTRIS: AND FREEDOK, %/
thot "Tranalated materlalisticelly, tho tact thet Kature nrs

gone through the same dlalecilcesl development ag ea shows
there is a movement from practice to theory as woell es v.v,"

Wit your indulgence, thereroré_, I wich tc msows fook ot
the real world of ours and .spell out this movoment from practice.
to thooryéfor it is anly thero whare we'll get the new irneights,

Wthe now impulsca® emerging from the objective movemont and the
maturity ot our age whigh will compol us to make concrete what was
only general to KArx})s the period of tho 1930's-~-not of ‘
Hitler for I am consider not the developmont of counter-revolution -
but of revolution=-the Fronch Sit-Down S¢rikes, the amerlcan ¢IO,
the Spanish Revolution all adding up to nevw forms of workeors!
control of ‘production . Thet is to say, the climax in the Spanish
revoiution-and oocupation of factories by workers showed the worlkers
wers noving from.goviets or political. control to actual management
of prodiiciion by.themselves,.- (2)tho Porigd oI tho 1940"ss Nationsl
Roalstance Novementyg, inoluding Negro dem
;ngtar!é"%&.ﬁﬁnﬁxfa%'ﬁﬂtrikqs'iT.:ino;uding. GI %

‘.":
Yol

ngtrations, wartime..and.
ovéments for return home,
to: the Comrunist parties
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o AL &his'sizniiledﬁ'nqtﬁﬂbggkwquhess“vor,worzera, LU, D9es vas .
oF for new political  form.bo.'wWork it both freedom from goouputibn. .-
~. and econorlo:slavary; thdfrgchftnﬁﬁ_th&t"“dqubIQQﬁpﬁsueaﬂfanamyaﬁ“t
-+ .Coumunism-in-Wostorn Burope<-won the -aileglance .ls only one: merb
manifestation that tELE Ye rn-age~sf -abanlutes, and that the- 2. ..
- counter-revolution is nol only in the innards of the revolution - .
sout viw, o pad bécavse the tvo ave ao tigntly linked we had staleinte,
' gg}nut with the ‘péricd of 1950V5 2hd’ Automation new grounds wero -
Laid for,oIérc:mlng-thia-total contradiction, . Whore state capital~

A T Ao T Sy

O $am posed,{but only in'general, and only. for theorsticians or
those wherd Communism actuelly ruled over producstion, the question
of the nas¥ type of worlkers' revolidand the retura to Morx's o
theorles of alienation, Automajior made it concreta, evoking the
guestion; Whaet #ind of Labor should Han Forformi If that was a
cry in the - wilderness aduring the minera' strike against continuous
miner, it began to bo heard 3 years leter during reccsslon, and,
abvovs 81l, thet yesr it vwas united with the ecry for political .
frecdon out of totalitarignism in the Esot German Revsltb.

* Prom then on there should have b2en no reat for the
theoreticiens until they had broken. tnrough on that Absolute Icen
and abesolute frieedom in the manner in which Marx broke through
the mystical shell, and in the concrete manner Lenin, sonfronted

. with“transofruetion Anto opposite" mnede his own MWetmmre~trense
T, formetlon with “Turn the imperialist wer into a clvil war." But,
no, the ¥antian ouzhkt remsined exactly as absirasct es Yant hed

itw-and nc Morrist would move to make the apolitlon of divieion

" of pental end fgatuel as sonorete for our ago o8 Marx had mede

."le general ahsolute lew" of cepitelism cencretely mean for the
moyement the mokWilization of "the new pacsions and new forces" .
for the estyTlietimont of the now society:\gmhe groatest deterrent
to the indisgwenschility of tl.o0 theo etioianlia the theoretlclan
himeelf who L£1OUTS sty Trom Exie vielise to Zen-Dudiism
cnd from “wer cuilt' to psychoanalysis--anything, anything et all
to avoid the respondibility of the poarxist theoreticlan to be
where the workers ave, _

© For anyone bound for "adventures of the Hegelian
diclectio", tho Absolute XAnd lies beckoning, but, no, we go
back o repoatinz the old adbout the de~hunmanization of ildess
that Yogel 1s roproachcd with. 'Row, I adrlt thet the humanisn
of Hegel iLa noi the inost obvlious element in the Hogellian
rhliosophy, although I meintaln theat today we should see it as
1ts innermost esceicc. Naturelly, the occaderic tradition that
oporatoes on Prof, Wildebrard's mssumption that the generation
that could undorstend Hegol's PHENOKENCEOGY has died cannot help
the wouth of our epoch gresp the pgrendeur of* the vislén of the
most encyeclopeodle nmlnd of Europe vho wrote; [Within the chort,
=_&?pun of man's own 1ifo, an individual must lecra the whole leng
%kjournoy of monkind., Thic is poasibly only beccusg the universal
: mind ;1a operative in every individuasl nind and is the very substanci
of &t{:;;It 15 true thet Fegel himselfdid throw a mystieel .
Yoll © his philosophy by troating it as & closed ontolegical 4
aystembut he also wernod agalnst those vwho begome the self-styled:®
“rcproJontatiéon“ of & philosophicel .work who, he wrote, “are like
the depd burying tho dopd." Ho put hig own foith in the public
instead, not alone bocouse of its'modebsty, but becauge': "1t 4s -
the naturd of truth to force its Way to recoghliion when the 3
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t ms cé‘%pld -that ALY wriote: Ln it it

“4n 195“ “on the ‘Abaolute Idon and vhe.t o] paare«; ah:

mmmm piles. apard’ and,. i A28 K0

» pogular. -op urpopular, can. qantahs the mﬁmﬁmﬁa

&h@y dwalpp in theﬂ.r tbatrast form before Lhok. boem Tiliet. with

. wmore ooneyete -contonti . And no doubt also pEMY roason af z.oa}ﬂne,
- i1 in ito undoveloped state wes Tinding nohe tub “Gumh workzors"

ne;meins vhile tho theoreticiang wore shying away, . put I &6

~mean t9. £ollow up the book with further devel ommt. and ¥ ooy .

talnly wvould love to kave yduy heip, no matter how sharply oritical
- in breaking through thopo rurky oatogeries, At least you ahouldntt

neroly kgep cilente I \d.l:. aveit to- kocr rron ;'ou bororo I go

any farthor, :

vours,

*md you notice the ':aracz-a':h in the lunt iasuo of Amor&cn.n
Eoonozie Ry view on LARKISK AHD FREID S it surpeiae
' tsm econorio journal should he the W

. M
“"'ne ‘Book aenteys on the Irequently noglcceied or meunderstood
“gopoots of Marminn thouchty ite thorough=golng compitment to tl*o

 hupsnist thecition of Xl earlier revolutionary and. goclalist .

o movonent.a oad of Gornan elassioal philosophy. The eredal .
nianir..cmce of Earx anld Engelsg of this Laslc orientation i3
dc “honstratond by o closg scrutiny of their works. The student|:

of“tarxism will gpnreciato the appondices presenting L:l!.st gl ieh
.,mnslnt.iom of lzportent but littld Imown philosoriilohl ntatement:
by DR n.x“. Lsn._*z. The wolunme fncludes & prefece by Herboers
l‘n.rcunoo '




