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‘The two most exoiting thirgs in TEE SH{ALLER DRAGOS

m.alvsiq of knowledge us power in the mandarin ruls:
1118 “the moment in hintory whon the Communist domi
uths,mlbmdn wae suddenly, sad seamingly unacoauntabl ,
'.~ ¥, tits weoond is, neturally, the most 1nportan ’:
_ up a past pariod in & nev way, bat puts a ms ‘
Tally new Eo.mt of depxrturs in world istory, . X assm
il 1¢his 1attsr polut walch will run like a red thr
] nz-aeaond volume, x aennot presumeyour knsuledge- of\- the'
oouﬁw g X hugmyou will neverthelezsy allsy =2 to waader frecly
ﬁ%'ﬁﬁﬂﬁl"l PHENOMENOLOGY OF JIND for Egl.nta of oon‘ca, _--which
=4l uydnats your pl‘bba.“. an 1t always bas mine, o
1@iX fand that "Salence of the Eigavienee of uonsoi d:msg;fﬂ
prdney in the modern werld than the theory er state’
the i of cupplerent to it, withou$ which tha sconomi}p mnaly alll
woRlds empty as, #a¥,id mofern mandarinsf-the Nxigta tu.iutu«-
o;mta.on of abaolute Inovledge into pbatract Shmowingh-:

wore e, to e} 1)"Ths Fiight Into Isolation", that is 1.'::i say your '

1on ar

| -whi.chifnaxu then knowvingly becoms apoldgiots for Bussicn lsommam

Jant_ acause i% 1e the cpposite of Amorican ocapitalism,

.. The. specltle part of ths PHENOMEROLOGY whiloh illuminatea
oux epnm of atate oapitalism s "Spirit in Ben-ﬁntrngamant—-the

;msos.? ne -of - Cuiture,” Oont"ﬁ.ry to many 1nte§prefauous of
2g

Hegells Absolute Enowledge &s gure thought, el iters argues
against Racon's dlotum of *Knowledge is power' by his 1nas.n ance
that “#This indlviduality moulds itself by culture fo what it~

irhareutly 18, and only by so doing is 1t then somsthing par se

.and’possessed of conorete exietence. The extent of ite oulture
18 ‘the' measure of itz yeality and its power."(p.B615*) Hegel then

launchen into .an attack on culture and its ro of reallty thse
type of spiritual 1ife which %ig the absolute and universai inver-
sion of reallty and thought, thelr entire eatrangamant ths one
from the other; it is pure culture."(ﬁéli

C.To me of courss At 1s aignirioant that in hipe Gritique
ot the Ee elian Diaslectioc, Murx points precieely to the type of
Noble: (}cnaciousness which-Begel-deals-with--hero as-one.of tha great
arcaa-which Eoint the way.to a oritioue of the world far beyond
that.of:. X In any oas2, ai.d if you will allow me to roam
frealy, I'11 nsme.Nano Tae~T seThe noble type of coneclousness
then 2 inaa 1tgelf in the Judgment related to State~powsy....This
type ‘of mind ia the herolsm of Shevlios; the virturs which saorifioes
individual belng to the univeraal, and thereby brings this into :
exintunce; this typs of parscmality which of Atself renounces
pougeaslion and enJoymeunt, ecta for the eske of the provalling
pover, and in thls wey.lheoomes a concrete reality,t {pg .588-7)

But owing to the alienation implied in saorifise thig Yroble type
of consolousness® soon becomee MThe haughty vaasal...aotlye in
the interests of state power®

In g word, the "Good* (Pover of the State) and
the "Bad? (Resources or Wealth) go through what Hegel calls a
sthoroughoing discordance® (p,635) which agpliea aqually to the
siate caplitallstis in power and those only in mentality as, sey,
& D)ilas:%this type of consclcusness 1s bound up with thias
condition of utter &igintegration, the distinotion conlututing

{411 page numbera are from English,npt Ger,,edition.)




1ts gpiritusl nature-—-that of being nobllity and opbosed to base-
. Lhesg—~Lalles away and hLoth aspects are the aame.....:l.n-.;:lacq‘ of

revoli. appears arrogance.® (pp.538-9)) R

Gl Yhe faot that I Ymixed up" a Mac Tee Tung and:a Djildas
gnowa that I make nc dlotinotion betwesn state-capltalism, which
" Agia‘world phencmenon, wheiher it appears in an under-fleveioped
‘onNEEY or a more industrially &sveloped une, acr beiweeil Bast
ndi¥aet., That is not beocanse there lg no erentej even Wissla
sndipsrioa are not identioal twins, though both the Mghesi Torm
of state oapltalist devclopment, and yoa csrtalniy camnot’ throw
vayipus oultures, gs a iy aifterant as Yietnan ard Yugcmiavia,
- ifteone“taatetory Just to pake 1ifw eimple for onewelf. ' l'Whe
ly - reason I geom to be dcing vhat I olwim rot to &8 Yo, sireans
Vy-apepificity £nd, if you wish, unity, of the epuch in wilsh
walldve . regardless whore., This wey we are abls %o out tprough
k6 pregsnt, and then work our way backuard thraugh yel W_g!':lother
. _ B

. SR -

_ <+ "“§hat 18 found out in this sphere 1s that neither.the
cofiddete roalities, siule~-pover anl wsalth, nor tiueir determinate
OnkEptions, goodi and bad, nor the conscicusnsss Of gond and bad
'ghﬂmﬂoiqusneu that iz noble and that ths conmelousness “Chat
15:bane) _"gosaaas real truth; it 1s found that all these noments
srsiinverted and transamuted the one into the other, and eash is
thé appoalte of itpelf.™ ' :

Sy _Mow ®muat is reel truth? Hera T belleve your ssonnd

rolime could make the greateat contribatlion for what 1ls 8¢ remark- -

le--and you osght it sxactly-—is that despite the fack that.
Gomiimian(snd in the pergon of Ho-ohin-Min 1% md $he fineet
repraiéntative, as contrasted say to a Ehrusohev or Kadar) was
stopped in 4te track, stopped by the mos% backward coloninls,
stopped ddgpite the fact that the immedlate oprresusor~~France-~
wag: ad bage and immediate., I believe your work could 1lluminate
noi only Visetncia-but Halay and Burma where aimilar juggetnsuts
vere 'ctoppedl; and not becauese 1t was a ocreation e¢f Amerigan
dollars and amillitary might, as Formose was. cWhat 1e thils %totally

‘new phenomenon?  You seem to think that in p we_ hed under-

- egtlmated Ngo Dinh Diem & ou gurely Xrow more than I do of
the:wan, . the pecple, tha co and ths times. Buil,’'to ma, at
most he would be:a reflecticn of something very gree.ﬁ and new

in‘'the objedtive movement and the subjsoiivs agpirations of the

people,

Could the refugees from Jommunien tell? COould 1living
with Vietnsmene at this polnt of hiatory reveel the new and
drametio that mey be so vital to the whoie £20th century atruggle
for tke mind of man? All T know 4g that what 1z ahastraet in
Hegel in the Abgolute Idea, like "Self-determinstion in which
alonte ¢he Idea is is to lwear iteelf apeak®, was made concrete
in Lenin's time by the speech of the Irish Revolution which Lenin
imnedlately embraced as not Just fordinady principle of gelf-
determination of natlonc® but os the *basilli of sociallst
ravelution,® COan we try to be that daring and bold in the
philosophic approach needed in our day?

- Perhaps I better stop hore and pee whether you ,

o 8re at all interesgted in this train of thought, I enclose msanwhile
13722 some artiolas«n China and Djilae where this type of thinking helped
me. Yours. Mepe . J




