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Introd uction i

jecause tho transformetion of roality is central to the Hogollan dialoctio Hezel's
s Ovoar-and over azain, in all perlods of crisis an! transitloq

.vhen 2 now historic turninz point has been reac.huu...m uutablished soclety .is dus up b
its roots. and & fidundation is laid for & now aoo.al ortler. the fact tha%?t%ure ware a

i
i - '»reco-d number o!' Hezal stud.tos. Hegel publications, Ho:-al translations* and Hagel
! ’ consresses that crisserossed with colobrr.tlcns of lanin as ]JhJ.lOSOphO!‘ may have appearod

as pure coincirenc tie oa‘r;..bmw.(tho ZDOth ann!.varsarj ot‘ Hogol's b.i:rth end lODth
of Lenin's, ‘meM % ‘ , :
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the a.ll-porvasiveness. the totality of t.ho uorld crlsxs--eoono-tic. pol.!.tlca'.!. soclal

educational, raclal, Not a sinale facet of 1life, prisons ircludod.mo not velghited down

by Lt--and its absolute opposite in thought. (ExEn
for thoory. for a philosophy of liberation. .

upgushmv is a passionate hunrer

‘There may not be many profassors of philosop who relate fo t.ho

V olalad hother"& whio 'iﬂEhgcn ohot r.town this yoar.
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however, is the ala.ok :)imonslon in “absolute ne;ativity" in tha desira

for other begirmln.,s throa.zh the "svlloglstic '93
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that helI:holo d a»
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that Jeorge Jackson's discovery of "tho dialoctlc

roduct.lon of philosophy to political Yioisps, such-as, "powor comes out of
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| the barrel of a gun.» )!Jo doubt. it 15 true that the, cextraordinarily wide
public interest in He;gol (and in the most ramote corners of the globo as.mad

r')
well as in the matropolas of the of tho world ) has v 1/ via Marx, Lenin,

va0. Ot 15 not, however, true that. this new pubug:)a.u those .-;;;‘“*- )
passions and nm-r forees!" for 'the reoonstructlon of soc.‘l.ety on totally t
new beginning .@- thot'?lacks or !omon Lfl.bora.t.tonlnts. anti—wa.r youth
or rank and file la.bg-;rb-

interprotat.lons of he:'e],

stopped doa.d with tho con.radlotory % o
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This yoar,howovar. we w.‘l.tnossed two trans;lj:tiom.

i TR one of which expanded th IneT
on an:{ explanatory notes, inte three volumes, (%P:a l.ls:i:? 1:‘? ~
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_tioledad 3rother by George Jackson, ™
»#¥or the chaptor, "jho i‘hcuzht of Yao 'I‘so-tun'-"

I am Yndebted to & younr scholar
trom Pekinz, Shiu-Hao, whom I interviewed in norlv fonz in 1966, ard who then

holpad with both the rosearch and commentary, 1 3 3 1 4
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Hegal himself, aftar all.\livad doring a turnlng po.lnt S.n world Mstory_
&% the uu:u.o:«m Bestille. ‘r_mo.t sl mun.uﬂ the grent h'emh Rwolutlonurfi
lrlthted 43 noW an ers in thought as n tho freedom af pecple, I-‘;r goo;l.u:;:ns" fla
elent reason the Hogelian dialectic Iua bean callad "the algebra o rew? N )
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E-..La hilosophy of liberation in the praxis of the proletarnt TR
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in He.,el's dialectic. 5

elt a compulz:.lon to raturn
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collapse of sstablished }hrxism.ng e P
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j:-r Tha pbjuctivit.y of today's hungar for theory

St Mg ’
. this rich phﬂosaphic hnz-.ltaga both on the level of today's needa ard the
"Ln-itself-ncas" of Hogel's Absolut.as. Whora. hosmvar. thsso are usually

Q.oad- %% nis "endsﬂsa.. i abaolute nagativ.i.ty i not.inherenz in tha\-gmvf

this author views them ns new points of f.iepartura I-acauao absolute negative
ity is the inseparable, allepervasive, lmmaneiit motlve Torge~~their very
roason fer being, Ard bucause Marx's and | raturn® to Hopel ad
nIumimte the problens cf our day. thoir p osoph.tc dovalopmnt is ng-

cantral as are Hegal'a own works to Part One, Wh¥ H el? Whe Now?
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had 1ong worked. "Thé ‘end ot “wordd Tap . II and the' fallirg of the pre.rwolutioqa_ry

aitt.a.t.ions ever, m*m-.‘l.nc; dnto g pt-olei.arlan revolut.io
Hegel audie:l. Economic-Phﬂoaophlc
. .arx's crltiql-lo of the Hegelj.an dialectic

s crithua of "yulgar cnmun.i.srp/u not belng ("

f goal or human dev&..opment. the Tform of human sociaty, "@)'. Nwarthla" iy

'7"’«6 new philocophers (Sartraan Ecistentialists ¢{like the 'n'otakyista. continuod
Communism, '

to tailend m It is truo that the new genex- ot‘ comittad
writera wera not politlcan. But tho graatnr—and fltal--truth was thalr

isolation frnm tha masses, It is thia vhich mnda it impouaible foz- new :
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Hu.mn.lan ot mxhu and tho Hugalnn dislootics’ l‘ront. contur on the historic
sugo wWith the Eust Durcpun Revolutions, thet th) new uugn of aoznition bocama

" .. sotumal, . Helther Rusaian mflitary supprasnlon@nlch. in tha case of the Hungarian

. ~'Revolition of 1956, was dons usder Chlnese m-ging) ner the fnc§ that, by 1960,

‘the Sino-Hoviet erbit had becoma tho Sinc-Soviet conflict,co o tidaBa
mf, The «bsoclute opposita W3 the case, A new, Third Vorld ma born.
oyt na‘a\A.fr.lca.n Rwolutlons. which ulgnn"led ths birth of this third Afro-Asian—
Int!.n A.*m'iunft-liddle East yorld, alse haralded L] Blnck Revolution in the US, itself,
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‘muut.icn cf rwoht.l.nnuhs, wiite ag woll as Elnck. who rofuged lo

Sseparzto 1'.11:.;11;1 feel:l.nr of aliunation in the :I.vm-y towors of edusation ,from

their oppoalt.ion both to rw.l.nn and t.ha Unltext Stntou ig, »srhliat war in

Vlot..m. Ina wo 6 Rovadant I‘rom pﬂctica == Vhethor it we in tho form

.. of outr:lzht rwolutions in East T:.‘.n'opa. 1:: Cuhn in ..n-n:a. or missod ro.
_ volutlons ap- 4 a.x':l.a orjuaemlwm or l(p» rovolte 1.n Japan and in the
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thm L'nw passions’ and. .now, forges! that become cantral to Pu-t m-ne. )
R "a-amup Reality and .the n..L.eoups of meuag_ﬁ.)

~§ ..nuTeuptltlon to be;!.n ut thn ors:l. with t.ho lmaduts concorns of our c.r.l.t.!.cal
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its very, grganism. _But to have begun uith the erd unult!. “in funt. h.we made
o . . it meoui.bln to uom,prahand tho why pow of the Why Hagal? Th .a_o__.ccm doa

b [
with what Lnon Irotsky callod the szall ocin of conorate quast‘.&ohs"- ;:.‘f, ~
wor”“ basa the road sy from, flot the nuraticnl ‘Absglutes of Hagel. but th‘\"a

o ravoluti.owy pr}.nciplu of Marx, It was so during the 1ife, and collapse, of

- charactariged the
- .+ the Second Interratioml. It wewemmssieuivizel, Third Internaticnal followlng

in the Marxist mavement
the death of Lanin, The theorstlc voidfhas persistod to this day, vhen mindless
hard

Aotivisn thinks it is tho answer to todayfs hungnr for thagry, , thef/truth

LN et ol <ty atys 1y Fldl o,
is that mm&—% m "ths‘ln r/ he putisnce, -
w 1 uffering of tho atwe"-ﬁ'ﬁa’%‘
the xu i soriousnoss apd = [} nogi
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A ; . .of this wriler ﬂulg/morg dan davolop %-zulf

. when grounded in what t.hu manses themselvos are doing and thinkinz, Toward this ond
not only haa the last chaptar of the work boen turned ovar to the now voices of the

Hacks, tha _youth, the rank and rile ﬂorkurg. and wouen nba:-atioﬁs._but two drafts
nﬂ ?gnc'llnﬁd .\\’IomEn oratlen conforoncus .

. of the shola vork ima subdltted L HiAARE
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*#3T deo regret that I cannot acknowlelpe by namo the iast Zup oan Marx
Hmnﬁ{a vhe havo collaboratod in the i’&&‘\gor wieo (haptor~gy, "Stato-
Capitalism and tho Esst Zuropean Ruvolts."

-ung?an espscially Karl Xorach's Marxism and Ph!.loaephv_lnd foorge Lukacw's
Eistorv and Mlasa Conanlousnass
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